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Three Employees Taken hy Death 


W, H. Mulhallen 


| eacrcpeareen witnessed the passing 

of three employees from the 
circle of our telephone family, Ralph 
A. Baker of Beatrice, Lloyd J. Voter 
of Hastings, and W. H. Mulhallen 


of Linocln. 


Ralph Baker died of pneumonia at 
a Beatrice hospital on December 20 
after having devoted much of his life 
to the telephone industry. He be- 
came employed as a combinationman 
at Hastings in 1911 prior to the 
time that our Company purchased 
the property there and later served 
as a cableman and lineman. A World 
War I veteran, he served with the 
United States Army from 1917 to 
1919 and upon his return again took 
up his telephone career at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. In 1921 he be- 
came employed with the Northwest- 
ern Bell Company at Omaha in the 
Construction Department and _ in 
1941 he took up residence at Pekin, 
Illinois. He rejoined our Company 
in November, 1944 as a combina- 
tionman and has since worked in that 
capacity. Surviving are his wife and 
one son, Fred, of Valley, Nebraska. 
He was a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. 


Lloyd Voter survived the rigors of 
more than two years of army service 
only to succumb after a brief attack 
of polio in a Hastings hospital. In 
his brief but promising career as a 
telphone man he had made many 
friends in the organization and had 
displayed much ability and initiative. 
His first work with the Company 


Ralph Baker 


Lloyd Voter 


was in the position of a groundman 
in 1942 and he was later made a 
combinationman and served in this 
capacity until his entry into the army 
in November, 1943. He specialized 
in signal construction and repair 
work and spent many months in the 
Philippine Islands assisting in the 
task of reestablishing the communi- 
cation system there. He returned in 
March of last year as a combination- 
man at Hastings and served in that 
position until his recent illness. He 
is survived by his wife, Mary Louise, 
a son, Robert Earl, 6, his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Voter of Carleton 
and three sisters, one of whom is 
Mrs. Ethel Neujahr, wife of Elmer 


Neujahr, combinationman at Wahoo. 


After an illness of about six weeks, 
William H. Mulhallen succumbed to 
a sudden heart attack while pur- 
chasing groceries at a Lincoln market. 
He was rushed by ambulance to a 
hospital but efforts to revive him 
were fruitless and he died shortly 
thereafter. He was born in 1882 
in Peoria, Illinois and moved to Lin- 
coln in 1910. He came to our Com- 
pany in July, 1931 and has been em- 
ployed since that time in the Lincoln 
Service Department. This year 
marked his fifteenth anniversary and 
a short time ago he became a mem- 
ber of the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
of the Independent Telephone Pio- 
neer Association. He is survived by 
a son, Don, who formerly was em- 
ployed here as a Postal Telegraph 
messenger, and a daughter, Mrs. 
J. L. Behrends, of Lincoln. Mrs. 
Mulhallen passed away in 1927. 


af 4 Ye 


Otoe Exchange 


To Be Reestablished 
ee Nebraska State Railway Com- 


mission recently approved the 
Company's application for the re- 
establishment of the exchange of 
Otoe and this will take place follow- 
ing completion of the necessary con- 
struction and installation work. The 
new exchange will be the 119th to 
be operated by the Company and will 
serve about 75 subscribers of which 
29 will be rural. The service will 
be dial operated with long distance, 
information and similar facilities be- 


ing handled through Nebraska City. 


The property at Otoe, then known 
as Berlin, was purchased in 1912 
from the Nebraska City Telephone 
Company and was operated as an 
exchange until August 23, 1939 
when it was consolidated with Dun- 
bar and the switchboard removed. 
The present move comes as a result 
of an increased demand for service 
and the expressed desire of the citi- 
zens of Otoe as represented by signed 
petitions for the reestablishment of 
the exchange. Rearrangements and 
repairs in the distributing plant and 
the installation of the dial switching 
equipment will be started this month 
and it is expected that the exchange 
will be in operation about the middle 
of February. : 


U-2 Order Expires 
il hieae first of the year saw the pass- 


ing of the Civilian Production 
Administration’s Order U-2 under 
which the installation of telephone 
service had been regulated. The or- 
der was set up originally as a war- 
time measure and has since been con- 
tinued because of the scarcity of 
equipment and materials. 


Although no longer under gov- 
ernment restriction, the Company 
will continue a voluntary rationing 
plan under which the installation of 
telephone service will remain on a 
priority basis comparable to that 
heretofore in effect. This arrange- 
ment will be necessary until we are 
in a position to meet the demand for 
service. 


Chief Operators Receive 


Expressions of Gratitude 
WO more wonderful Christmas 
remembrances would be difficult 

to conceive than those received this 

year by Mrs. Ida Ronne of McCool 
and Mrs. Emma 

Bradley of Doug: 

las. The towns- 

people in both of 
these communi- 
tics presented 
these ladies with 
expressions of 
appreciation and 
gratitude for 
their many years 
of excellent and 
devoted service as chief operators. 


Emma Bradley 


Mrs. Ronne was presented with a 
beautiful satin comforter by her 
many friends at McCool and in addi- 
tion received numerous cards and 
letters expressing thanks and good 
wishes. She recently retired from 
active duty following the conversion 
of the exchange to dial operation 


and has not been in the best of © 


health since. Prior to retirement she 
had served the people of McCool for 
12 years as part of her fine record 
of service which dates back to 1907. 
She and Mr. Ronne plan to estab- 
lish residence at York after which 
she hopes to resume her telephone 
work. 

Mrs. Bradley has served the vil- 
lage of Douglas continuously for the 
past 31 years and her familiar “num- 
ber please” is part and parcel of the 
everyday life of the community. The 
following letter, written and_pre- 
sented to her by the people of Doug- 
las, tells its own eloquent story of 
the large, warm spot she holds in 
their hearts as well as their gratitude 
for what she has done: 

“We the business men of the vil. 
lage of Douglas, feel that it is fit- 
ting and proper at this time to ex- 
press to Mrs. Emma Bradley and to 
the Lincoln Telephone Company our 
appreciation, for the long years of 
service that Mrs. Bradley has given 
to the people of this community. 

“We wish Mrs. Bradley to know 
that it is appreciated by us all and 


we wish the Lincoln Telephone 
Company to know that Mrs. Bradley 
has throughout the years not only 
given the service that could be ex- 
pected, but has given this commun- 
ity extraordinary service beyond the 
call of duty.” 


Service Pin Presentations 


HE announcement was made in 

our December issue of the inau- 
guration of the custom of presenting 
service pins to employees who had 
attained service records of ten or 
more years. Pictures of the first 
party which was held in November 
at Hastings accompanied the story. 
During last month the presentation 
ceremonies were concluded with a 
series of parties held at York, 
Beatrice, Nebraska City, Lincoln and 
David City each of which attracted 
a splendid attendance. We present 
this month on pages 2 and 3 a pic- 
torial review of the December 
gatherings in which is shown the 
various service groups as the em- 
blems were received. 


At the Lincoln party the presenta- 
tion to the forty year group was 
made by President Thomas C. 
Woods who had the unique pleasure 
of presenting a service emblem to his 
father, Frank H. Woods, the Com- 
pany’s first president and present 
chairman of the board of directors. 
The latter then made the presenta- 
tions to the forty-five year group. 
Presentations at the other parties as 
well as to the ten to thirty-five year 
groups at the Lincoln party were 
made by John H. Agee, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. 


Both the custom of presentations 
as well as the design and appearance 
of the pins have been received with 
wide approbation. The records of 
service symbolized in the pins make 
them emblems which each recipient 
may well take pride in displaying. 


Name Please 

The first telephone directories 
were issued in 1878, but contained 
only names of subscribers. Operators 
relied on memory for numbers. 
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Brock Converted 
To Dial Operation 

HE dial conversion program is go- 

ing steadily forward with four 
exchanges receiving the new service 
during 1946. The latest cutover 
was at Brock 
which was con- 
verted: ta..di4a] 
service on De- 
cember 17 at 
10:00 A. M. Ex- 
changes preced- 
ing this were Mc- 
Cool on August 
1, Crab Orchard 
on August 20 
and Bellwood on 
September 16. Twenty-five other 
exchanges are scheduled for dial con- 
version during 1947 among which 
are included Milford, Plattsmouth, 
Tecumseh, and Nelson. 


Viola Little 


A new building was erected for 
housing the dial switching equipment 
which was manufactured by the 
Automatic Electric Company and in- 
stalled by George Keith, Perry Cald- 
well and Herb Jenkins. Prior to the 
conversion, extensive additions and 
improvements were made in the 
outside distributing system by G. A. 
Foster and his construction crew. 
The changing of subscribers instru- 
ments to the new dial type was super- 
vised by Harlan Gillespie. 

Mrs. Viola Little, who has done 
an outstanding job of serving the 
community of Brock as chief opera- 
tor-cashier for the past 17 years, has 
taken a temporary leave of absence 
and plans to continue residence at 
Brock. At the present time she is 
contemplating the continuance of 
employment with the Company in 
the Auburn Traffic Department. She 
has received many expressions of 
gratitude and praise from numerous 
friends in Brock for her devoted 
and efficient service. 

The Brock exchange was pur- 
chased by our Company in January, 
1919 from the Auburn Telephone 
Company and now serves 147 sub 
scribers of which 74 are rural. Long 
distance, information and similar 
services are now being handled 
through the Auburn office. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


Sound Foundations 

lab lacy earnings is a subject 
++ that warrants careful study and 
clear understanding. For upon earn- 
ings hinge the successful operation 
and development of the Company 
as well as the security of our jobs 
and our future welfare. 


Briefly stated, the situation at pres- 
ent adds up something like this: our 
general exchange rate structure was 
established in July, 1919 and re- 
mained unchanged from that date to 
February, 1942, when we were 
granted a rate increase at 84 ex- 
changes which increased our rev- 
enues by equalizing our rate struc- 
ture. Long distance rates have been 
steadily reduced. For example, a 
call to New York in 1936 cost $2.50, 
today it costs $1.50. 


Through the years the value of 
telephone’ service has _ increased 
through better quality and greater 
usage. Service demands are high and 
revenues have reached record peaks, 
but expenses have risen even higher. 
The largest item of expense is wages 
paid to employees. But other things 
have greatly increased too—po es, 
wires, switchboards, trucks, office 
supplies, taxes, all cost much more. 

During the war we were unable to 
obtain equipment and materials to 
meet the demand for service. Since 
the war the shortages have continued. 
Much new plant is needed to supply 
satisfactory service to all who wish 
it. Waiting lists are increasing and 
long distance circuits are crowded. 


The Company plans to spend over 
two million dollars next year in plant 
additions and improvements. To do 
this, adequate earnings are essential. 
Revenues must exceed expenses suf- 
ficiently to provide reasonable re- 
turns to investors and keep our credit 
good. Only in this way will our 
securities remain attractive to invest- 
ors who provide the funds required 
for plant expansion and improve- 
ments. 


To keep our credit good, revenues 
must be maintained to meet rising 
costs of doing business. This means 
that our rates be adequate to provide 
these revenues and our service must 
be good so that our subscribers will 
continue to use it. A sound founda- 
tion for the future is dependent upon 
these things. 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the Ist of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘News’ accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 


Furnished with kitchenette. Must be 
available before March. Anyone know- 
ing of a vacancy please notify Terry 
Cassidy, Accounting Dept., Lincoln. Call 
extension 85, or 3-6797 after 5:30 P. M. 


Lost 


Bound volume of Lincoln Telephone 
News dated 1915 with John Ruppel im- 
printed on front cover. Finder please 
notify John Ruppel, service department, 


Nebraska City. 


Fighting the Flu Bug 


LD Man Influenza is taking it on 

the chin these days as the current 
project of anti-influenza inoculations 
progresses. Four hundred fifty-six 
employees throughout the Company 
are participating of which 250 are 
from Lincoln and 206 from other 
points in the territory. Initial reports 
indicate that the “shots” have proven 
very effective and a substantial re- 
duction in cases of illness from this 
source is anticipated. Most of the 
Lincoln group who signed up for 
the treatment have now been in- 
oculated and it is expected that the 
project will be completed in the 
territory in the near future. 


The serum which is being used is 


One occasion when 
nobody came around 
for “’seconds.”’ Dr, L. 
E. Finney, company 
Pphysictan, adminis- 
ters inoculation for 
L. A. Stacy. Waiting, 
but not impatiently, 
are Lorraine Vlicek, 
Eleanor King, Rosel- 
la Safranek, Anne 
Pavel, Norma Burt 
and George Albury. 


a recent medical development which 
was employed with success by the 
Army during the war. A reduction 
of about 75% in cases of influenza 
were reported by those who had 
been so treated as compared with 
those who had not, according to the 
Army's experience. Egg albumin 
constitutes the base of the serum and 
for this reason it is not suitable for 
those who are allergic to this sub- 
stance. The inoculations are not ef- 
fective against the common cold. 


The project is being sponsored by 
the Personnel Department and ad- 
ministered by the Medical Depart- 
ment of which Dr. Lawrence E. 
Finney is the head. 


Welcome Home 


ITH the return of Corporal 
Waldene M. Valentine to civil- 
ian life, and resuming his position as 
combinationman at Hastings on De- 
cember 2, the number of veterans 
who have taken advantage of their 
military leave of absence status with 
the Company now numbers ninety- 
three. 
Waldene joined the army on May 
1, 1945, and after a_ five-months’ 
training period at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, he was shipped to Nogoya, 
Japan, as one of the occupational 
forces. In three months he was 
transferred to Kyoto, Japan, remain- 
ing there until his return to America 
for discharge. He claims Hastings 
for his home town. 


Blessed Events 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles McClure 
of Hastings are 
the proud nar- 
ents of a baby 
girl, born De- 
cember 13 at 
Hastings. Charles 
is a member of 
the Construction 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Eckles are the 
parents of a baby boy, born Decem- 
ber 6 at Hastings. Phil is a member 
of the Construction Department. 

A baby, girl, Clara Lynn, was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Art Holcomb on 
December 28 in Nebraska City. Art 
is a member of the Construction De- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don G. Rutledge are 
the proud parents of a baby boy, 
born December 31. Don is a mem- 
ber of the Lincoln Service Depart: 
ment. 

Miss Jay P. Ramsey made her ap- 
pearance at Bryan Memorial Hospi- 
tal on December 6. Her parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ramsey, and 
her father is a member of the Lin- 
coln Service Department. 

A daughter, Betty Jo, weighing 7 
ibs. 7 0z8., was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Caley on December 5. Jack 
is a member of the Fairbury Service 
Department. 
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Edith Jensen 


Narleen Messersmith 


Violet Peterson 


Asst. Chief Opr. Instructor Asst. Chief Opr. 
Superior Superior Nebraska City 
Accounting Hazel M. Rust, A operator to A@L oper- 


Hollis G. Thompson, clerk, commercial, 
to machine operator, Accounting. 
Commercial 
Virginia Harper, A&L operator, Traffic, 
to clerk, Hastings. 
Norma L. Koukal, A&L operator, Traffic, 


to cashier, Wahoo. 


Plant 

Joseph D. Lewis, groundman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Service, Lin- 
coln. 

Eugene Kolkwarf, groundman, Service, 
Lincoln, to warehouseman, Supply. 

Waldene Valentine, returned from mili- 
tary leave to combinationman, Service, 
Hastings. 

Traffic 

Verda Abner, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Harriett Barnett, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Viola Clough, L operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Doris Ground, A operator to A super- 
visor, Hastings. 

Edith Jensen, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Superior. 

Martha Kozisek, L operator to desk oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Martha Kuhr, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 

Narleen Messersmith, A&L operator to 
instructor, Superior. 

Leona Morehead, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Plattsmouth. 

Gladys Neugebauer, A operator to A@L 
operator, Auburn. 

Marion Niemeier, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Dorothy Northup, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Violet Peterson, A&L supervisor, to as- 
sistant chief operator, Nebraska City. 
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ator, Superior. 

Josie Shoemaker, A&L operator to A€?L 
supervisor, Nebraska City. 

Elsie Schoenroch, A operator to A€L 
operator, Fairburv 

Elmira Talbot, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Beth I. Thompson, A Operator to A&L 
operator, Superior. 

Lois J. Young, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Ashland. 


Recipe of the Month 
\ RS. Pearl G. Freeman, chief op 
i 


erator-cashier at Table Rock, is 
the contributor 
of our recipe for 
this month, and 
we think it’s just 
the thing to start 
the New Year 
off right. The 
proud possessor 
of recipes of 
every descrip- 
tion, and the 
ability to cook 
them, Mrs. Freeman chose the one 


tor Pudge Cake as one of the most 
delicious. 


Pearl Freeman 


Fudge Cake 


Cream 2 cups Sugar and 4 tablespoons 
butter or other shortening; add 4 table- 
spoons cocoa dissolved in 14 cup hot 
water. Dissolve ? teaspoons soda in 2 
pe sour milk and add alternately with 
3'/4 cups sifted flour and a pinch of salt; 
add 2 teaspoons vanilla, Place on greased 
baking sheet and bake at 425° for about 
25 minutes. 
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K.B.Cary appeared ps 
as an unpadded 7 ee yy : ) 
Santa at the Lincoln ae ce kee 
Business Office Party. dbove : The Nebraska City traffic girls display their party smiles* 


above: The Beatrice operators pose at 
their festivities. 7h: coffee seconds. 
Zf¢:\rene Combs again believes in Santa. 


a 


The accounting department was visited by Santa 
and his reindeer on the 24% , The lower picture 
shows part of the group gathered at the tree. 


left: ht Wahoo Ses CLE 
a telephone girls A ee r. 
Christmas party 
was held at the 
home of Hazel 
Hagenbuck with 
ef H Dr.%Mrs.0.H Person 
os Av as their honored 
NM syests. 


3 


Pon, 


Lt 


Sect 
the York traffic 
girls at their Christmas program 
in the operators’ lounge . 


Leff: The Hastings traffic force partied at 
the Womens’ Club on December |3. 
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HE simultaneous appearance of Santa Claus at various 

points throughout the territory undoubtedly shook 
the belief held in this benevolent personage by many 
with more naive inclinations. Santa as usual was the cen- 
ter of attraction at numerous Christmas parties enjoyed 
by exchange and departmental groups at which gifts 
were presented and a round of good fun was had by 
everyone. 


Pictures of several of these festive occasions were 
taken and the highlights of the gatherings as seen 
through the camera’s eye are presented on these pages. 
The stories of these and other parties are related in the 
‘Personalities in the News” department. 


Also adding to the spirit of Yuletide was the mixed 
chorus of carolers who sang at the general office and 
warehouse buildings at Lincoln. The group included 
voices from all of the departments and received an appre- 
ciative response at their several appearances. The chorus 
was under the direction of Mrs. Marie Jackson and 
Dorothy Grafton was the accompanist. : 


Beoarwctt 


he Plattsmouth merry-makers held their party 
on December |7 at the Plafttsmouth Hotel]. 


PPP >>> 


The Lincoln Business Office held a‘family” 
Christmas party in the Mens Club Rooms on 
December 17... a¢ eff: Mary Ann Maser lifts 
her voice to the music of Claude Helm. Aight 


Dick Lahr. AL ef be/ow: A pre-puckered Spahnle 
isfinally rewarded for jer 
his long wait under the 
mistletoe as he receives 
an off-centered kiss from 
Mrs.Waldo M°Dowell. . 
defow: The table begins to 
groan under the weight of 
the feast . 
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In the two pictures above are employees 
at Humboldt, who gathered on December 21 
for their Christmas Party. 


i. ae, 


The camera found K B.Cary 

in the act of passing the 

orange from chin to chin. 
Se? 


The Lincoln carolers-77ght- brought 
old,familiar Christmas songs to the | 
workers in the general offices and jie 
the warehouse . at 
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Anna Aden G. D. Brock J. H. Mankamyer 
Wilber Wilber Sutton 
35 Years 20 Years 20 Years 


Hattie Wilcox 
Lincoln Burchard 


Hattie Staley 


20 Years 20 Years 


Forty-One Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
J. C. Miller, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 
Thirty-Two Years. 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 


Clyde Burge, Beatrice; Charlotta West- 
ley, Shelby. 
Thirty Years 


A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Harriet Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 
Twenty-Four Years 


T. C. Cone, A. M. Geist, Lincoln; Agnes 
Gustafson, Osceola; Goldie Thompson, 
Tecumseh. 

Twenty-Three Years 

J. H. Agee, Lincoln; Edith Schleiger, 
Sutton. 

Twenty-Two Years. 

Aletha Davison, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years. 
A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
G. D. Brock, Wilber; J. H. Mank- 


amyer, Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoin; 
Hattie Wilcox, Burchard. 


Nineteen Years. 


Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, 
Auburn; Ardena Pearson, John Spady, 
Hastings. 

Eighteen Years. 


M. W. Franklin, F. W. Morris, Kathryn 
Rood, R. T. Ross. 


Seventeen Years. 

C. E. Lawson, J. 5. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years. 

B. I. Noble, Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 

Mary Bornemeier, Louisville. 

Nine Years 
Grace Hewit, Dunbar. 


Seven Years 


Mildred Brobst, Benedict; Irene Combs, 
Beatrice; Elizabeth Edwards, Plattsmouth: 
Betty Mitchell, Hastings. 


Five Years 


Mary A. Maser, Lincoln. 


JOURNEY'S END 


MR. JOHN R. SCHMIDT, father 
of Mrs. Mina Jorgensen of the 
General Plant Office, died De- 
cember 5 at the Lutheran Hospital 
in Omaha. Funeral services were 
held at Humboldt, December 6 
with interment in Humboldt 
Cemetery. 

MR. WILLIAM SHERMAN, father 
of Ray Sherman of the Supply De- 
partment, passed away December 
16. Funeral services were held 
December 19 with burial in Lin- 
coln Memorial Park. 
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Hari Hess head 


Genevieve 
Johnson, Cashier 
at Wahoo, and 
Kenneth Dailey 
were united in 
marriage at St. 
John’s Parson- 
age, Creighton 
University, 
Omaha, by 
Father Linn, Fri- 
day, December 27. The couple will 
reside in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Esther McNeeley, operator at 
Polk, and H. G. Whitacre were 
united in marriage December 9 at 
Bellevue, Kansas. Mrs. Whitacre 
will continue her work at Polk, 
where Mr. Whitacre is in business. 

The marriage of Helen Brotherton 
of the Hastings Traffic Department 
and Louis J. Vollweiler, Jr., took 
place at 10:30 A. M. at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Hastings, on 
November 30. After a honeymoon 
at Omaha, Helen will continue her 
work at Hastings. 


Phyllis Stolz of the Supply De- 
partment became the bride of Myron 
Armintrout on November 28 at the 
Emmanual Evangelical Church at 
Milford. The couple will reside in 
Lincoln. 

Inez Brunkow, Accounting De- 
partment, and Al Glasscock of Fair- 
bury were united in marriage No- 
vember 24 at Fairbury. Mrs. Glass- 
cock has resigned her position. 

Marion Walker, operator at Beat- 
rice, became the bride of Leslie 
Fiedler at 7:00 P.M. in the Presby- 
terian Rectory in Concordia, Kansas. 
The couple will reside in Beatrice 
where Mrs. Fiedler will continue her 
work. 

The marriage of Mildred Jantzen 
of the Beatrice Traffic Department 
and Elmer Dux of Gladstone took 
place November 27. Mrs. Dux has re- 
signed her position and the couple 
will reside in Gladstone. 

Jeanne Grover of the Beatrice 
Traffic Department and Donald 
Rutan were united in marriage on 
December 14 at the Christian par- 
sonage in Marysville, Kansas. Mrs. 
Rutan is continuing her work. 
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Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 


Ashland 
Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent. 


Mr. and Mrs, Max Armstrong visited 
Mrs. Armstrong, cashier at Ashland, re- 
cently, They returned to Seattle where 
Max is attending school. We have 
three new employees, Lois Young and 
Violet Molek in the Traffic Department 
and Donald Seabeck, Plant Department. 
. . . Corrine Vance spent several days in 
Chicago. ., . Shirley Dryer spent her va- 
cation at home. . Mrs. Blackman va- 
cationed at Scottsbluff, Chadron and 
Bridgeport, .. , Mr. Potter spent the last 
half of his vacation at home. .. . Our 
annual Christmas party was held in the 
Traffic rest room. We played games, had 
an exchange of gifts and a lovely lunch 
was served. The other day one of the op- 
erators said, “I'll call your try in 20 min- 
utes’, and “You ring up and I’ll hang”. 
What do you suppose she was thinking 
about. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


It won't be long now until Santa is here 
so everyone has been pretty busy, also 
good, this month, There are the most 
interesting looking packages being pass- 
ed around. The operators of the company 
enjoyed their annual Christmas party 
Thursday evening, December 12th, in the 
Perkins Hotel Rose Room. A 7 o'clock 
turkey dinner was served. The table was 
decorated with red Christmas tree can- 
dles and nut cups and centered with a 
miniature Santa Claus and sleigh, the 
Sleigh containing yarn dolls as_ favors 
(made by Lena Conrad). Covers were laid 
for nineteen including the operators and 
bookkeeper. After the dinner a= social 
time was enjoyed and there was an ex- 
change of gifts from a Christmas tree. 
Irene Swan, chief operator, and Merna 
Stewart, assistant chief, were each pre- 
sented with a gift from the group. We ad- 
journed to meet next year. . . . Nadine 
Aden and Doris Northway are going 
around admiring their left hands, third 
especially, Congratulations! Santa was 
really good to them. ... Our visitors for 
the month were Mr. McKinzie and Mr. 
Donley. . . . Everyone who attended the 
presentation of service pins reported a 
fine time, good entertainment and delic- 
ious food. ... The plant has a new mem- 
ber, none other than Frank Divisek. _. . 
Bill Behrns is so interested in his work 
that he came in one Monday morning all 
decked out in his working clothes, only 
to be sent home and reminded that he 
was on his vacation. . There is some- 
thing brewing among the men next Sat- 
urday evening which is very hush-hush. 
Maybe next time we go to press we will 
have something to report on what hap- 
pens. . . . Camilla Selzer and her father 
have moved back to Bellwood. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Christmas time—ah—pushing, shopping 
and all that last minute clatter, Every- 
one is in a hurry to get somewhere or 
get away from it all. Mrs. Placek, Velma 
Abker and Kathryn Owens tripped off to 
Lincoln for a shopping spree. ... Speak- 
ing of Christmas, we had a Christmas 
party, December 20. Nearly all of the 
operators were present and a pleasant 
evening was in store for all those who 


came. The Otoe Food Canning Company 
honored us by giving us each several cans 
of their Date Roll, and a member of the 
News-Press staff snapped our pictures. 
The refreshments were wonderful, Mrs. 


Placek and Mrs. Tacvkett!! .. . “Jackie” 
Hulse was absent due to the death of her 
father. We expect her back soon... . 
All of the vacationers are back. Maxine 
Meyer was the last to have her fun, She 
tells me she had a wonderful week at her 
home in Shelton, Mo. To make it more 
pleasant, her brother came home from 


Waco Employees Celebrate Anniversary 


By Mrs. Axie Bouslough 


“FINEMPUS Fugit”! How true. Time 

does fly on speedy wings, and 
so thinks the personnel of the Waco 
exchange since they observed their 
first year anniversary of service for 
the L. T. & T. on December 1. 
When Mrs. Ethel Patrick left to as- 
sume her duties as Chief Operator- 
Cashier at Fairmont after sixteen 
years of service in Waco, it was al- 
most an entirely new staff that re- 
placed her and her co-workers. Mrs. 
Axie Bouslough, the present Chief 


Operator, moved into the Company’s 


living quarters with her son, Burney, 


and her mother, Mrs. Ella Burney. 


The Waco office 
employees, left to 
right, standing, Mrs. 
Ella Burney, Burney 
Bouslough, Mary Ann 
Pettee and Esther | 
Obermier; seated, | 
Mrs. Axie Bouslough, | 
chief operator-cash- | 
ier, and Florence | 
Roos, According to | 
the caption on the 
picture sent us by 
Mrs. Bouslough, ‘‘The 
photo was taken dur- 
ing the noon hour 
when calls were 
slack. The group has 
been with the Waco 
exchange one year, 
and like it.” 


pemmemmmmer mre ra" rime 
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Burney Bouslough does a swell job 
of pinch hitting for the relief opera- 
tors when an emergency arises. He 
had a chance to prove his worth 
when Esther Obermier was hospital- 
ized last summer for an appendect- 
omy. Florence Roos lost four days 
because of infection in her eyes. 
Otherwise all operators have been on 
duty continuously and everyone can 
be commended for their co-operation 
and loyalty during the year. Mary 
Ann Pettee finds time to operate a 
period each day in spite of her many 
activities in the Junior Class. (By the 
way, she was the star in her class 
play and made quite a hit). 


overseas. . . . Mrs. ‘Dottie’? Waters, Vir- 
ginia Richards and Betty Johnson are 
on our absentee list... Mr, C. C. Don- 
ley, Miss Frances Harmon and Miss Wil- 
ma Grupe and Mrs. Chas. Adams were 
visitors. . . . Joyce Fritsch, Margaret 
Wademan and Mrs. Edna Komma have 
completed their night training. Good luck, 
girls. Catherine Durr and Ruth Christian- 
sen have completed their local training 
and are now full-fledged operators. i 58 
Mr. Wilson Lant, Roy Ojers, John Rupple, 
Lillian Bader, W. A. Letellier, Ralph 
Connors, Ivan Livingston, Kathryn Owens 
and Mrs. Josephine Placek all received 
service pins at a party held in the Hotel 
Grand. Mrs| Grace Hewit of Dunbar and 
Mr. McKinzie and Arthur Holcomb of 
Lincoln also received service pins in our 
exchange. The presentation was followed 
by refreshments and a short program by 
Paul Curtiss, a magician, Violet Petersen 
Jeannie”’ Bray and Maxine Meyer are 
Still puzzled at what went on before their 
very eyes. May we congratulate all of our 
Service pin receivers. Yours truly 
wishes to say Merry Christmas and may 
you all have a Happy New Year. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


By the time this news is printed the 
holiday season will be over, but we can’t 
neglect to mention our wonderful Christ- 
mas party the employees had at the home 
of Helen Greiner, on December 11. Roast 
chicken and all the trimmings were on 
the menu served from a beautifully de- 
corated table. Games were the diversion 
of the evening with Christmas carols and 
the exchange of gifts at the conclusion of 
the evening. Chris Haberman enjoyed the 
holidays with his daughter Mrs. Endicott 
and family in California. . . . Bernice 
Mueller of the Commercial Department. 
also took a little trip to Detroit, Michi- 
gan, to be an attendant at her sister’s 
wedding, December 29. ‘“‘Beanie’’ be care- 
ful of the Detroit “Wolves” ... Hats are 
off to those of our fellow employees in 
our territory who were the recipients of 
service pins at a party held at David City 
recently. . . . We are sorry to lose Opal 
Hegeholz from the Traffic Department, 
who resigned to be with her folks in 
Schuyler. . . . Beata and Martha Merz 
had visitors lately, Mrs. Machmuller, their 
Sister, and family of Norfolk. By the smile 
On their faces they are having a swell 
time with Billy and Mary... . Bill Ager, 
son of Al Ager, was recently operated on 


for appendicitis. . . . Guess it’s enough 
Said for this time. .. Only, hasn’t it been 
cold!!! I'm afraid Santa should have 


brought more “red flannels’ this year 
for Christmas. How about it? 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst, Sophia Win- 
dels, Marguerite Lockhart, Marjorie Dun- 
bar, and Darlene Johannes attended the 
presentation of service pins at Nebraska 
City, Thursday, December 12th. Mr. Ernst, 
Miss Windels and Mrs, Lockhart received 
service pins.... Marjorie Dunbar has re- 
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Magician Paul Curtiss finds an able as- 
sistant at the York service pin presentation 
party in his selection of Bonnie Moul, 
Exeter operator. 


Signed and will move to Grand Island to 
live with her parents. ... Junetta Krue- 
ger has been employed in the Traffic 
Department. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent. 


Thursday evening, December 19th, the 
female personnel of the Wahoo office 
held their annual Christmas party at the 
home of Hazel Hagenbuck. A seven 
o’clock turkey dinner with all the usual 
side dishes and dessert was enjoyed and 
what was left of a twenty-pound turkey 
was mute evidence of ‘“how’’ it was en- 


joyed. The tables were attractively de- 


corated and a large Christmas tree filled 
one side of the room. Lovely gifts were 
exchanged followed by games. The party 
broke up at a late hour with everyone 
happy, but feeling slightly indisposed 
from too much food. Mae Beaty is our of- 
ficial turkey roaster and we recommend 
her highly. The committee did one swell 
job and we take this means to thank 
Hazel, Mae and all those who helped for 
a lovely time. The Traffic Depart- 
ment was well remembered at Christmas 
time by the various business houses. They 


received two boxes of apples, ten pounds . 


of candy and six pounds of salted nuts. 
All of which were greatly enjoyed a 
Ann Kracman, formerly of the Traffic 
Department, but now of Denver, visited 
our Office December 28th for a_ short 
time. She is an operator in the Denver 
main office and recommends’ Denver 
highly, even the blizzards. ... Genevieve 
Johnson resigned her position as cashier 
December 20th, and was married to Ken- 
neth Dailey in Omaha, December 27th. 
She will make her home 
in Baltimore, Md. for the 
time being. We wish you 
much happiness, Mrs. 
Dailey, at your new _ job 
and needless to say we'll 
miss your pleasing person- 
ality, 


— 


Definitely a thorn among 
roses is Ed Ernst, Syracuse 
manager, as the camera 
snaps this group enjoying 
refreshmenis following the 
presentaticn of service pins 
at Nebraska City. 


-. sf 12 joe. .— 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Department 
Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


Here we are on the threshold of a new 
year and looking back over the last 
month’s events there brings to mind the 
congratulations we have in store for Vir- 
ginia Kuchera (nee Tenny), who recently 
married Jack Kuchera of the Service 
Dept. and Phyllis Bridger who recently 
changed her name to Bucknell. We also 
have two of our fair damsels sporting en- 
gagement rings, they are Iva Mae Ost and 
Viva June Miller. . We had quite a 
Christmas party, Santa Claus, reindeer 
and all. Although there was some ques- 
tion as to whether the reindeer who was 
played quite effectively by Mike Egan and 
Harold Brady, was a horse or what it was 
originally intended to be. Our Santa Claus 
was none other than A. B. Smith and we 
want to congratulate all three on their 
fine performance. It was really a show. 
. . . Upon arriving at work the morning 
of the twenty-fourth everyone was drawn 
out to the outer office by shrieks of 
laughter. It seems Kilroy had payed one of 
his formidable visits and it looked quite 
bare under the tree. There was the usual 
exchange of gifts and the gift the depart- 
ment gave to Mr. Devoe was presented to 
him, It being a Bowling Bag tagged I. J. 
“300” Devoe... To Mr.Devoe we wish to ex- 
tend a hearty “thank you” for the Christ- 
mas tree and candy which was passed 
during the day. ... We also had mistletoe 
hanging in the doorways, whick we dis- 
Wke saying was made very little use of 
except by Iva Mae Ost who planted one 
on Ken Boshart with quite the effective 
results and Mr. Sievers who got kissed 
quite primly by Alvina Miller. . . . With 
such remarks as “When you get used to 
high heels’ and “Is that blonde on the 
floor again’’ coming from Bob Ross, Shir- 
ley Bonnell had quite a time trying to 
overcome a rather embarrassing situation 
when one day quite by accident she 
daintily plunged one foot in the waste 
paper basket and toppled over on her 
face, making a very nice cover for that 
portion of the floor which was quite 
hard, or so she said. .. . We had a few end 
of the year vacationers, Martha Dietrich 
Johnny Backstrom, and Dorothy Carlson. 

. Eugene Schrank is back with the 
company. Also two new employees Lor- 
raine Glenn and Charlene Mecaluso of 
the North office. . . . Berniece Garcia re- 
cently resigned from her position in the 
South office. Of course we mustn’t 
forget to tell of ‘““Drumskull Ross’s” “Sum- 
mer Home” which he bought and is to 
occupy as soon as the winter months are 
over. It is located near Bennet with a 
beautiful view of the small town. He will 
commute back and forth to work in 
“Herk-i-mer’ that’s his Model T. His 
prided posesion. . . . In closing we want 
to wish everyone a not too gay but a 
very Happy New Year. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Now that the great day is over, we sup- 
pose we should get down to writing the 
news. We find several vacationers this 
month—guess they figured it would have 
to be now or never. They include L. T. 
Piper, Charles McClure and Harold Kempf 
out at Hastings and G. C, Artz, D. Frank- 
forter and Bob Clifford here in Lincoln 
We understand that Harold Kempf spent 
his vacation in California. Well, it looks 
like we're on the winning end at last, 
with five new employees and on!y three 
leaving us. We are happy to welcome I. 
Ottnat, L. A. McCall, W. Pirn‘e, M. Gra- 
ber and D. R, Hart. Ray Chambers re- 
signed the first of the month, Howard 


Taylor transferred to the Eastern Dist- 
rict and Joe Lewis to the Service Depart- 
ment. .. Babe Combs and his construc- 
tion boys, wives and families held a 
Christmas party at the Hastings Woman's 
Club Saturday, December 14th. A delic- 
ious supper was served at 6 o’clock after 
which Santa made his appearance. Geo. 
Fredell played the part of Santa Claus 
and had a gift for every one. Mr, Waite 
showed a number of reels of moving pic- 
tures. The balance of the evening was 
spent playing pinochle and dancing, The 
girls of the warehouse held a Christmas 
dinner December 18th and exchanged 
gifts. Congratulations to Chas. McClure 
and Phil Eckles. Eckles is the proud fath- 
er of a baby boy born December 6th and 
McClure has a baby girl born the morn- 
ing of December 14th. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


A welcome goes to the two new Ware- 
house employees, Alfred Dinden and N. H. 
Liesveld. ... The Supply Department and 
Construction Department girls enjoyed a 
very nice Christmas lunch hour December 
18, 1946. An exchange of Christmas pres- 
ents was followed by a very lovely din- 
ner which included chicken, potatoes 
and gravy, cranberry sauce, rolls and cof- 
fee, salad, pickles, pumpkin and apple pie 
topped with whipped cream. The meal was 
mostly prepared by Mrs. Tatman. It was 
enjoyed by all. ... Mrs. Verda Ashford, 
former Supply office employee, was a 
welcome visitor to the Supply Department 
this month. . . . Eleanor King is sporting 
a diamond ring on that certain finger 
on the left hand. She is engaged to Ray 
Skinner. Congratulations, Eleanor. . > 
The warehouse building is beaming with 
two new signs. A large one along the 
north side of the building and a small 
one on the west side. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Christmas has come and gone leaving 
many of our fellow friends with a variety 
of gifts. More new neckties, shirts and 
sox adorning the men with the women 
bursting forth with rings, watches, pins, 
perfumes, etc. And, speaking of rings 
finds us celebrating our latest cupid vic- 
tim, Angela Pauley. Her first day at the 
office after receiving such a sparkler 
found her working forty-five minutes past 
office hours and it took her a day to 
realize her blunder. Ain’t love grand! ... 
On the night of December 17th the main 
office was rocking from the _ hilarious 
screams and laughter of the Local Com’] 


~ 
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The magic wand unaccountably goes 
limp in the hand of Joyce Johnson as 
Phyllis Brockmeyer enjoys her plight. 
The pair of Beatrice operators assisted 
Magician Paul Curtiss at the Beatrice 
service pin presentation program, 


Both refreshments 
and conversation 
were plentiful as this 
group of charming 
girls put the finish- 
ing touches to a 
pleasant evening at 
the Beatrice present- 
ation party, 


gang as they cele- 
brated the Yuletide 
season with a most 
successful party. 
Group games-~ and 
individual stunts with 
a dance by Evelyn 
Pruss and a song byMary Ann Maser set 
the party goers in a real Xmas spirit. 
Xmas Carols created an entrance for 
our Santa Claus, K. B. Cary, who 
presented all with an Xmas token and last 
but not least, everyone enjoyed turkey 
sandwiches with all the trimmings. ws 
There are still vacationers in our depart- 
ment this month that need to be men- 
tioned, Claude Helm spent a miserable 
week at home nursing a tooth infection 
while Bill Morris ran his little boys’ 
Xmas electric train to pieces. And Bill 
thinks Xmas should just be set aside for 
little children only. Jean Beck also had a 
two weeks’ vacation. She spent the time 
at home with her folks at Seward, and no 
doubt the boyfriend kept her busy. Imo 
Jean Wear journeyed to her Illinois home 
with her husband over the Xmas holiday 
while Dean and Irene Hamilton went in 
the opposite direction to spend the holi- 
day at home in McCook. Marge Lundwall 
celebrated the New Year’s holiday in 
Denver. ...If you never have the rare 
privilege of eating lunch with Mary Ann 
Maser just be prepared for most anything. 
The other day Evelyn Pruss was enjoying 
her usual noon meal when Mary Ann 
leaned across the table and kissed a most 
startled Evelyn, Upon discovering what 
She had done, Mary Ann turned very red 
and meekly exclaimed, ‘‘oh, I always kiss 
Elmer at the table’’. That’s just a case of 
doing what comes naturally it seems, so no 
doubt all the men will consider it a treat 
to eat lunch with Mary Ann from now on. 

. And, a happy and most prosperous 
New Year to you, too, as we venture 
into a new year chuck-full of unpredict- 
able experiences. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


December was a month of vacations for 
a few men in the Service Department. 
A. B. Smith traveled through 14 states 
from Texas to the Canadian border. He 
also visited Tiajuana, Old Mexico. ... Bob 
Hurley and G. Miller spent their vacations 
working for the Post Office during the 
Xmas rush. . P. Guelker, Art Albers, 
R. L, Clinton, and Carl Keester relaxed 
at home during their vacations. ..W.C. 
Stewart vacationed December 22 to 293, in- 
clusive. At this time, Walt is visiting his 
son in Florida and we may have more 
news when he returns... . Jack Kuchera 
has been ill for six days, we hope by the 
time this news comes out he will be back. 

. . More news about Jack: He was mar- 
ried on November 23 to Virginia Tenny, 
an employee in the Accounting Depart- 
ment. Virginia is from David City. Con- 
gratulations, Jack! . . We are happy to 
announce the birth of a 915 lb. baby boy 
on the 3lst of December to Mr. and Mrs. 
Don G. Rutledge. Congratulations, Daddy. 
... A party at the home of R. L. Clinton 
was an affair which took place December 
17th. The girls in this department decided 
it would be nice to combine a shower and 
Christmas party. The shower was held 
for Margaret Stacy, who resigned De- 
cember 24th to make plans for her wed- 
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ding sometime in January. The evening 
was spent playing bingo, prizes being 
given for every bingo. Christmas gifts 
were given out and Margaret was pleas- 
antly surprised by her shower gifts, after 
which refreshments were served. ... 
Winding up the old year with a week’s 
vacation were George Keith, Francis Dar- 
nold and Ed Cummings. ... The George 
Ramsey’s welcomed a newcomer by the 
name of Miss Jay P. Ramsey into their 
family. ...E.R. Travis was recently em- 
ployed to assist with the janitor work 
at the ‘3’, ‘4 and “6” Offices. ‘ 
(Editor’s Note: Congratulations to our 
Associate Editor, Dorothy Miller on that 
sparkling new diamond on her third fin- 
ger, left hand.) 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Christmas, our busy, but most beloved 
holiday has come and gone once more, 
but memories of the happy greet’ngs and 
good natured rush linger on. Not to be 
forgotten are the voices of the Christmas 
carolers, who, under the direction of Mrs. 
Marie Jackson with Dorothy Grafton at 
the portable organ, moved through the 
halls and stopped at our doors singing 
the songs we loved! ... Of various nature 
are the calls sent to the switchroom man, 
but perhaps few are more unusual than 
the one occasioned by the loss of a shoe 
buckle of Mrs, Neman while seated at the 
board. While the expert repaired the shoe 
she went merrily on with her work with 
“one shoe off and one shoe on” oe ak 
Donna Keller and Eleanor Davies have 
been appointed part time supervisors... . 
We've all heard of the employee who 
keeps an eye on the clock as it moves 
up to closing time, but more unique is the 
case of Barbara Blockwitz. One evening 
at 9:17 the supervisor in charge, noticing 
Barbara, whose leaving time was 9:00 pn. 
m., Still busily working, had a hard time 
to convince her it was time to go home. 

. Darlene Hanneman wears a new dia- 
mond. ... We are having our first taste 
of winter, and the balmy fall weather is 
but a memory as girls come stomping in 
out of the cold and report having all but 
frozen on the journey to work. ... News 
seems really scarce during the holiday 
season as few of the traffic department 
came or went. Bernice Itzen spent 
her vacation at her home in Gilead. 

On record is a report of another happen- 
ing on Lincoln's crowded busses, Follow- 
ing a ripple of laughter which ran through 
the bus, ‘““Mickey”’ Eilers was noted sit- 
ting on a fat man’s lap, where she had 
fallen when the bus started. The man, 
who had at first held out his cane in a 
self-protecting gesture, was looking dumb- 
founded and Mickey’s face wore a rosy 
hue, as she picked herself up... . Georg‘a 
Harrold spent a week-end at her home in 
Western, . . . New students are Miss 
Christian, Miss Jones and Miss Van Fleet 
taught by Mrs. Della Wilcox. . . . Mrs. 
Jean Van Lund is a new local operator. 

Evelyn Vinkenburg enjoyed a va- 


cation spent at her home near Alexandria. 
. . _ Myra Metcalf has a new alias. An 
operator recording a call placed by her 
wrote on her ticket ‘“‘Miss Madcap.” ... 
Florence and Grace Buell have returned 


from their vacations. Among the 
things for which we are grateful as the 
old year goes is the help given us by Mar- 
garet Lindblad who faithfully types the 
News for us each month. Many thanks, 
Margaret. . Mable Volpp thinks more 
consideration should have been given the 
coiffure of the tall girl, when they can- 
structed the trolley wires in the operating 
room. Frequently the work of the hair- 
dresser is marred by a bump on the 
head, 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Beatrice 


Lucille Murray, Pernal Moore, Christine Mason, 
and Leland Hodge, Correspondents. 


Thursday, December 19th, what fun! Al- 
most all of the girls turned out and en- 
joyed a fun packed evening at our an- 
nual Christmas party. The evening was 
spent playing games and the exchange of 
gifts. Oh yes, Miss Willey have you taught 
your pet dog any new tricks? During the 
evening Mrs. Harry Moore took several 
pcetures. It seemed as though Santa was 
sorta uncomfortable all evening. Was it 
because you were thinking of having to 
be to work at 6:30 the next morning Santa 
or was it your pretty red suit?? Among 
the vacationers this month were, Alys 
White who visited relatives in Talmage, 
Lincoln and Tecumseh. Mrs. Combs went 
to Mexico City and Scapuico, Old Mexico 
and reported a very wonderful trip... 
Naida Fanders spent a quiet two weeks at 
home, just resting up. Oh yes, she did 
spend a week end in Crete. Now we know 
why Mrs. Neugebauer spent her vacation 
at home without complaint. It wasn’t 
because she wanted to rest, she returned 
with a beautiful fur coat. Not that we are 
trying to start the new year out back- 
wards, but we failed to give an account 
of Darlene Simpson’s vacation which was 
in October. She spent most of her time 
exchanging tickets with the bus drivers 
between Lincoln, Omaha and Fremont, 
and what else Miss Simpson? Well, we 
won't go into detail, we must save space 
you know....We can’t quite decide which 
rang the loudest this month, wedding bells 
or jingle bells, Marion Walker became the 
bride of Les Fiedler, Mildred Jantzen is 
now Mrs. Elmer Dux and last but not 
least is Jeannie Grover, now known as 
Mrs. Don Rutan. We wish you all the 
best of luck in the world. . A hearty 
welcome goes to Ruth Hellman and Mrs. 
Kathryn Brown, who have recently joined 
our force. Mrs. Brown having been a for- 
mer employee. We are glad to see Mar- 
jorie John’s pleasant face with us again 
after her recent illness. . . . Our new 
toll class includes Mrs. Rutan and Miss 
Kinard. . We now bid a fond farewell 


The truth is out. Reno 
Weis has water on the 
brain, Or he did have at 
least until they made a 
pump out of him at the 
York presentation party 
and drained him. Oper- 
ating the “pump handle” 
is Alex Pauley with 
Kenneth Hultquist hold- 
ing the container. Ma- 
gician Curtiss is about 
to probe for water. 


to Helen Vasey, Mrs. 
Elmer Dux and Mrs. 
Lyle Marsh. 


Burchard 


Mable Dougherty and 
Hattie Wilcox were 
Pawnee City and Beatrice visitors this 
month. 


Cook 


Mrs. Ida Townsend attended the meet- 
ing at Beatrice and received her service 
pin for 25 years of service. 


Daykin 
Farewell was said to Mrs. Maude How- 
ard, who resigned to return to Lincoln 
and we welcome Mrs. Mary Moody as 
our new Chief Operator. 


Dewitt 


Miss Edna Wayman our Chief Operator 
spent her vacation at home. 


Fairbury 


That old demon “Cold” took its toll this 
month including Jeanne Lytton, Helen 
DeBord and Mary Jackson . Lincoln 
visitors were, Eileen Aubert, Edna Bast, 
Marjorie Heidelk, Matilda Alpers and 
Irene Smalldon. ... Arlene Cline returned 
from her vacation which she spent quietly 
at home. Speaking of vacations, Gordon 
Neal of the Plant Department and Marion 
Thompson of the Commercial Department 
are now enjoying theirs. Gordon will visit 
in Lincoln and Beatrice and Marion has 
made no definite plans. The em- 
ployees and their wives enjoyed their 
Christmas party with a pot luck supper, 
games and Christmas tree. 


Friend 


Mrs. Peters returned December 3rd from 
her vacation in Needles, Calif. She re- 
ports a very enjoyable time. ... Clare 
Craig left December 19th to spend some 
time in Los Angeles visiting relatives. . . 
Our annual Christmas dinner and ex- 
change of gifts was held December 9th. 

Humboldt 

Mary Meister was an Omaha visitor De- 
cember 18th. .. . A welcome visitor this 
month was our former Cashier, Willistine 


Clark. ... Emma Lee King accompanied 
her brother to Falls City. 


Refreshment time folJowing service 
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Steinauer 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis visited in Wa- 
hoo and Beatrice. Mary Klein visited in 
Falls City this month. 


Sterling 


Minnie Christline enjoyed her vacation 
in Lincoln this year. 


Table Rock 


Our Christmas party was held at the 
office December 23rd. Gifts were ex- 
changed and everyone had an enjoyable 
time. . . . Pearl Freemon was a Falls City 
visitor during the month. 


Tecumseh 


The operators held their Christmas 
party December 18th, a delicious chicken 
supper was served and giftS were ex- 
changed. 


Wilber 
Lillie Labart is spending her ten day 
vacation at her home in Lushton, Ne- 


braska. . Viola Knapp was a Lincoln 
visitor December 5. 


Wymore 


Miss Evelyn Watson seems to be the 
last of the vacationers in Wymore, she 
is visiting in Portland, Oregon. Our as- 
sistant Chief Operator, Miss Imogene Rob- 
ertson is recuperating from an operation 
in Beatrice and we hope to see you back 
to work again real soon, Imogene, .. . The 
Operators held their annual Christmas 
party at the office on December 23 with a 
Christmas tree and the exchange of gifts. 


Western District 


Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 


Harvard 


The employees of the Harvard exchange 
enjoyed a dinner party and gift exchange 
Monday, Decernber 16. The table was 
set with a lace table cloth, green glass 
ware and nut cups. The centerpiece was 
a lighted miniature Christmas tree and 
candles. The menu consisted of fruit 
cocktail, baked chicken and dressing, po- 
tatoes and gravy, celery, pickles, olives, 
carrot sticks, cranberries, molded salad, 
fruit cake and coffee. Then ‘Old Santa” 
appeared with gifts and each one had to 
recite a piece for him before they received 
a gift. Everyone is looking for a good ex- 
cuse for another such enjoyable party. 


Hastings 
Irene Knipfel & Marie Hammond, 
Correspondents 


Once again the Christmas season has 
come and gone. Now all the girls are 
making their New Years Resolutions very 
faithfully, but it’s so hard to keep them, 
isn’t it, girls? . But as time marches 
on the girls come and go. Mattie Peter- 
sen has quit and will be married January 


pin presentations at David City. 


TA eer 


Se PEP LILLE ELE RRS A et Rt ee 


PROSE E EP TTT ETT ETE T PNET EET ARBEIT DEP EE POLI POLE PE PETVTT TRE TTP EYEE TUNED SDT SG A A FTI 


roa 


TT Pee 


STO 


VV AE 


SILT TA 


LEO LOD OLA DAREMA AT ACETAL me | 6 


19. As the doors close on Mattie, they 
open again in welcome to Mrs. Joy Bruck- 
man, a former operator from Kansas City, 
Missouri. Mrs. Bruckman, a recent bride, 
has moved to Hastings to be with her 
husband who is attending Hastings Col- 
lege... Virginia Harper has been trans- 
ferred to the Commercial Department. We 
miss you in the Traffic Department, Vir- 
ginia. ... Helen Berg and Dorothy Kehn 
are missing from their famliar spots. 
We’re going to miss you girls. ... Mrs. 
Rose Turner has -resigned and moved to 
Lincoln. . . . Dorothy Northup is another 
one who has left us to become a ‘‘Mrs.”’ 
... We wish to welcome our new local op- 
erators and wish them the best of luck 
in their new career. Their names are 
Eva Belle Ross, Mrs. Meta Rice, LaDelle 
Leetsch, Ethel Smith and Jacqueline 
Brooks.* We see our favorite red-head, 
Katherine Outhier, flitting about from 
local to toll and back again. We're glad 
you visit us once in a while, Katie. . 
New toll students are Pat Jurgensmier 
and JoAnn Redinger with Olive Hess as 
their instructor. How do you like it, girls? 
. Mrs. Lola Willett is back again after 
spending her vacation in Superior and 
Hastings. . Hope we'll soon see Irene 
Jurgensmier back with us. She has been 
on the sick list for some time now. We're 
glad to see Lois Lindstrom back with us 
again... . Another of those tongue twist- 
ers has turned up. This time it was Aud- 
rey Ransom who was heard to say “This 
is central, your up is time.” Confusing 
isn’t it? . . . Was Santa Claus good to all 
of you? You should see what Doris 
Ground got. Yes, you guessed it—a beau- 
tiful diamond and we’re very happy for 
you, Doris. . . . One operator was work- 
ing at the board Christmas day when a 
little girl came on the line. She gave 
her number and then said, “Operator, 
don’t be angry at me, but Merry Christ- 
mas."” Yes, many an operator was wished 
a Merry Christmas at the board and be- 
ing unable to return the wish then, we'd 
like to say it now—MERRY CHRISTMAS, 
EVERYONE. . On December 13, the 
Hastings Traffic Dept. had its annual 
Christmas party. The party was held at 
the Women’s Club with about 50 em- 
plovees present. Singing the old familar 
carols and playing games started the 
evening off with a fine start. Lucky win- 
ners of prizes were Moreane Alldritt, Mrs. 
Valeda Kennedy and Elaine Routh. Mrs. 
Ruth Compton was the winner of the door 
prize and received a box of chocolates. 
Beginning the program, Mr. Wait showed 
the film “The Telephone Hour” and a 
few other short selections. Then Virginia 
Harper sang a solo, “Star of the East’ ac- 
companied by Harriet Barnett. Dorothy 
Northup gave the beloved reading ‘* "Twas 
the Night Before Christmas” followed by 
a short four-act skit acted out by Moreane 
Alldritt, Sarah Wright and Dixie Lee 
Walker. (If you want to know what the 
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skit was about just ask Frieda Hoffman!) 
Concluding the program, Virginia Harper 
sang “White Christmas’ accompanied by 
Sarah Wright. A lunch consisting of 
sandwiches, potato chips, olives, celery, 
cookies, ice cream and coffee was served. 
Followng the lunch was the distribution 
of presents. Each girl had brought some 
toy and placed it under the Christmas 
tree. After the party, the toys were given 
to the Salvation Army to be distributed. 
The girls on the committee that helped 
plan the party, with the help of Miss 
Pearson, were Harriett Barnett, Moreane 
Alldritt, Sarah Wright, Marie Hammond, 
Dorothy Northup, Dixie Walker, Mar- 
jorie Thompson and Irene Knipfel. We 
were sorry to hear of the death of Mary L. 
Ousey who was with us a short time but 
resigned because of ill health and has 
been confined in University hospital in 
Omaha since that time. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


Employees from Stromsburg and Osce- 
ola enjoyed the moton pictures shown 
here by R. E. Wait on December 12. The 
films were first shown in the schools at 
Stromsburg and Osceola and later shown 
in the Osceola Plant room for the benefit 
of those employees who could be present. 


Polk 

Out of town visitors during December 
included Bethel King, who spent Decem- 
ber 2 in Lincoln, and Corinne Carlson, 
who shopped in Grand Island on Decem- 
ber 16. 

Stromsburg 

Mrs. Agnes Sundberg returned to work 
December 20 after spending her vacation 
time at home, Ann Seymour spent 
several days in Stromsburg and Osceola 
the fore part of December. ...R. D. An- 
drews of Lincoln spent several days visit- 
ing in the Traffic Departments in Stroms- 
burg and Osceola. 


Superior 
Virginia Fuller, Correspondent 


Frank Kubat, Area Manager, is taking 
his vacation this month. He expects to be 


back at the office December 23. ... Miss 
Edith Jensen is also enjoying a vacation 
and will be back December 30... . Vir- 


gina Fuller of Hardy is replacing Mrs. 
Darlene Rose as Cashier at Superior... . 
The girls of the Superior office had a 
Christmas party December 19. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


The Commercial and Traffic Depart- 
ments of the Sutton exchange held a 
Christmas party on December 12. Refresh- 
ments were served at a table adorned with 
a candle log centerpiece. The evening was 
spent playing monopoly and gifts were ex- 
changed. . . . We wish to welcome Kath- 
leen Houts as our relief operator. 


Waco 
Mrs. Axie Bouslough, Correspondent 


Mrs. Boslough took a ten day vacation 
to the Ozarks, mainly at Springfield, Mis- 
souri, where she visited relatives and 
friends. She returned with a new sparkle 
in her eyes and an incentve to work. Dial 
telephones are on the ticket for Waco 
sometime in ’°47, but in the meantime, 
everyone is going to keep plugging away 
because everybody’s happy. . .. Now it 
can be told—Mrs. Axie Bouslough, Chief 
Operator, dressed like an Indian squaw 
in nightie, housecoat, robe and heavy 
blanket, braved the chilly night air on 
Hallowe'en, keeping watch on the Com- 
pany’s ‘‘white house’ at the back of the 
lot, and visited devilishly with pranksters 
who could hardly keep their itching hands 
from turning said house over. She might 
have been named the heroine of the 
month if the boys hadn't returned the 
following Sunday night and proved they 
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Mr. and Mrs.--- 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kuchera 


A recent marriage of unusual in- 
terest in L. T. and T. circles was that 
of Jack L. Kuchera and Virginia 
Tenny. Both are employees of the 
Company and the groom’s father is 
Frank Kuchera of the Lincoln Serv- 
ice Department. The marriage vows 
were exchanged on November 23 at 
Marysville, Kansas. 

Virginia began her service at David 
City as an operator and transferred 
to the Accounting Department in 
Lincoln early last year as a machine 
operator. Jack recently returned to 
the position of combinationman at 
Lincoln after nearly three years in 
the Navy much of which was spent 
in Hawaii. The war’s end found him 
stationed on a tiny island in the Pa- 
cific known as French Frigate Shoals. 

The couple are making their home 
in Lincoln and the ‘“‘News” joins their 
many friends in wishing them hap- 
piness and good fortune in the years 
to come. 


could turn it over, proving at the same 
time they could be poor losers, also. 


York 
Artis Bowen, Correspondent 


The York news is scarce with a few of 
the girls battling the flu and colds, but 
we hope they will all feel well enough to 
attend our Christmas parties. The Traffic 
girls will hold their party in the rest 
room around the Christmas tree. The room 
is gaily decorated with wreaths and can- 
dles in the windows, and by the number 
of packages under the tree the York oper- 
ators must have a special place in Santa’s 
heart. . | . The Plant, Commercial and 
Traffic Departments will have a Christmas 
party December 24. I hear tell there will 
be lunch and a grab bag full of surprises, 
which might mean anything. ... Two of 
our girls, Alice McCartney and Edna Mae 
Marquardt have been vacationing. As far 
as we know, they spent most of it shopping 
and sitting by the fire. ... Pat McCartney 
is leaving for Chicago in January to be 
married. We all want to wish her the best 
of everything and happiness always. The 
lucky fellow is Robert Marshall who is 
attending Northwestern University. Pat 
and Bob will make their home in Chicago 
While attending school. 
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General view of the Supply Department office. At left is Rolland Winders, Charles Hansen, 
Anne Pavel and Barbara Green. At right we see Phyllis Armintrout, Darleen Hershberger, 
Eleanor King and L. A Stacy, the department’s chief clerk, 


The Supply Department 


ie IS an often told, and accepted 

truth, that telephone men and 
women have written communication 
history during the trying years of 
the war—and in the months of the 
readustment period which have fol- 
lowed in its wake. By dint of mag- 
nificent effort this army of work- 
ers wrought an amazing record 
under the handicaps of reduced 
ranks, shortages of materials, war- 
time restrictions and regulations. It 
would be neither fair nor politic to 
single out any one group to stand 
above another in receiving credit for 
the accomplishments of which our 
people can boast during these ardu- 
ous times. But there is a tale to tell 


of a certain group of employees who, 
though met with disappointment and 
frustration at nearly every turn, have 
and are procuring those materials 
which are vital to the industry’s ex- 
istence, where seemingly none can 
be had, whose problems were mul- 
tiplied by the war and, as yet, show 


little sign of abating. This is the 
tale of the Supply Department. 


The department was born of ne- 
cessity to centralize the ordering and 
distribution of materials and was 
brought into being December 1, 
1919, with Ray H. Elliott appointed 
as the first supervisor of supplies. 
Before that time the ordering of 
supplies was done under a loosely 
knit system by a multitude of dis- 
trict chiefs, department supervisors 
and by general shop, storeroom and 
garage foremen. The orders fun- 
neling up through the organization 
channels to the plant, traffic and 
commercial general offices were 
voluminous and tended naturally 
toward an oversupply. With the 
creation of the supply department, 
all material orders were directed 
there, and a single contact was main- 
tained with supply houses. The 
value of the innovation was imme- 
diately apparent in savings of labor 
and waste. 


When Mr. Elliott left the com- 


Fred M. Strasser, supervisor of supplies. 


pany in December, 1923, J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie became head of the depart- 
ment, and upon his appointment as 
Eastern District Manager five years 
later, he was succeeded by F. M. 
Strasser. 

The department moved from the 
general office building to its pres- 
ent quarters at 21st and L streets in 
December, 1930, occupying the sec- 
ond floor of a newly erected annex 
to the warehouse, and through it 
has flowed, in progressively increas- 
ing numbers, the orders for materials 
to conduct an expanding business. 

The supreme test of the worth of 
the supply department came with 
the war, when many of the essential 
telephone materials disappeared from 

(Continued on Page 18) 


Left to right Florence Tatman, secre- 
tary to the supervisor of supplies, Leona 
Pavel and Ernie Royce. 
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T. E. Longdon Walter Rabb 
Manager Manager 
1924-1928 1928-1934 


Edith Mattson Irene Lind 
Chief Assistant Chief 


Operator Operator 


Val : 


Charles Olson 
Area Manager 
1940-1947 


Sterling Nelson 
Area Manager 
1934-1940 


Historical Sketch of Stromshurg 


T was the first week in August, 

1896, and the talk was of base- 
ball and politics. The fans and par- 
tisans were rabid, tempers were 
Short and the weather was hot. 
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A familiar figure in Stromsburg is 
L. C. “Smick” Williams, veteran combina- 
fionman, Smick takes much interest in 
community affairs and especially with the 
management of Stromsburg’s hij 
ball club. ‘ghly touted 


The baseball team had just re- 
turned from a tour of the neighbor- 
ing countryside; a highly successful 
trip, for Stromsburg, then as now, 
took baseball seriously—and played 
it well. A Republican rally was held 
in the square on Saturday night, but 
nearly everyone wore Bryan buttons, 
for recent news of the nomination 
of Nebraska’s favorite son had 
thrown the town into the center of 
a wild celebration. The editor of the 
“Stromsburg News” put out his 
paper that week in handbill size, just 
to hold its legality, remarking, “I 
give up. What's the use of running 
a Republican paper in a town with 
such sentiments?” 

With local ceremonies, Professor 
Bryant and family departed, with a 
well-rested team, for an overland trip 


to Missouri. Reverend Woodby, a 
colored preacher, spoke from the 
street in front of the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank, drawing such a 
crowd that the wooden sidewalk, 
built about two feet above the 
ground, gave way under its load... 

It was during this week that a 
telephone was installed in the J. A. 
Frawley drug store and connected 
to the “outer world” over the ex- 
panding long distance network. 
W. E. Nichol made the first use of 
the instrument, telephoning to a 
wholesale house in Lincoln to order 
supplies for his undertaking estab- 
lishment. The event was completely 
overshadowed—almost lost— in the 
maze of momentous local happenings. 

Other instruments had actually 


(Continued on Page 19) 


Pictured below are scenes taken in Stromsburg’s telephone office in March 1919, 
Operators Elma Eckstraud and Audry Peterson appear at left and Carl Propst, wire chief, 
and G, H. Presson, manager until 1924, are at right. 
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Champs of the Maples 
EMINISCENT of the days gone 
by when the Telephone Com- 
pany basketball teams were a peren- 
nial power in industrial league circles, 
it appears evident to our all too few 
rabid fans that the boys of this year’s 
aggregation will form the nucleus 
around which will be built another 
dynasty of successive champions. 


Until last year the Company colors 
have not been worn by a basketball 
team for more than a decade. It was 
revived by a group of returned serv- 
icemen, with the blessing of the Per- 
sonnel department, and although 
lack of coaching and the long lay-off 
from competition was a heavy handi- 
cap, the team performed creditably, 
and showed such promise that the 
organization of a regular team for 
this year was a foregone conclusion. 


The team roster includes Charles 
Connors, coach; Leland Adams, man- 
ager, Leland Rauch, Paul Henson, 
Dean Hobson, Floyd Henson, George 
Burt, Russell White, Bob Wohlberg, 
Jack Helmsing and Al Daugherty. As 
this is written, their record for the 


season consists of six wins and one 
loss. 


Racking up the most baskets for 
the season thus far are Paul Henson 
with 48 points, Floyd Henson with 
37 and Dean Hobson with 24. Main- 
stays on the defense are Bob Wohl- 
berg, Lee Rauch and George Burt. 


Credit Association 
Annual Report 
oe of the competent 


and progressive manner in which 
the officers and directors conduct 
its affairs was witnessed by their 
re-election at the annual directors’ 
and membership meetings of the Lin- 
coln Telephone Employees Cooper- 
ative Credit Association in January. 
The officers for 1947 are F. E. Behm, 
president; Merle M. Hale, vice- 
president; J. L. Lyne, treasurer; and 
R. H. Spohn, secretary. 

Formed in May 1936, the Associa- 
tion has become well recognized as 
an important instrumentality in the 
financial planning of its members 
which now total 438. 43 new appli- 
cations for membership were re- 
ceived during 1946. 

The annual statement which ap- 
pears elsewhere in this issue indicates 
the splendid condition of the organi- 
zation. Assets at the end of the year 
totaled $181,208.43 which included 
a gain of $28,694.36 over 1945. 209 
loans to members were made in the 
amount of $62,979.70 during 1946. 

An amendment adopted this year 
will permit an extension of total sav- 
ings of from $2,500 to $3,500, al- 
though no interest will be paid on 
amounts exceeding $2,500.00. Inter- 
est at the rate of 244% per annum 
was paid on shares and deposits 
which totaled $177,517.53 at the end 
of 1946, a gain of $28,396.96 over 
the former year. 


Basketball squad members pictured below are, left to right, Leland Adams, manager; 
Dean Hobson, Robert Wohlberg, Paul Henson, George Burt, Floyd Henson, Leland Rauch, 


Charles Connors, coach; and Russell White. 


and Al Daugherty. 


Missing in the picture are Jack Helmsing 


Mina Jorgensen 
Wins Suggestion Award 


HE suggestion committee was 

happy to present an award last 
month to Mrs. Mina Jorgensen of 
the General Plant Department for 
her very fine 
idea concerning 
the use of a mo- 
bile X-ray unit. 

Mrs. Jorgensen 
suggested that 
the Company en- 
gage the services 
of the X-ray mo- 
bile unit from 
the State Depart- 
ment of Health 
in order that it might be made avail- 
able to employees for chest X-rays. 
Through the use of this unit it is 
believed that the health of employees 
will be further safeguarded. 

Many excellent ideas have been 
received and put into operation since 
the inauguration of the Employees’ 
Suggestion Plan and the committee 
will welcome any helpful thoughts 
that you might have. Appropriate 
subjects include employee welfare, 
service improvements, better public 
relations, ways to increase revenue, 
etc. Awards up to $10.00 are made 
for ideas which the committee ap- 
proves. Your supervisor will be glad 
to provide you with the necessary 
form for sending in your ideas. 


Mina Jorgensen 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of January: 

Primary Members: J. G. Van’ 
Nordheim, Hastings Plant Depart- 
ment, $163.50; M. E. Royce, Supply 
Department, $25.00; L. J. Voter, 
Hastings Plant Department, $26.00; 
Mrs. Phyllis Armintrout, Supply De- 
partment, $41.50; W. T. Haas, Sup- 
ply Department, $95.95; W. H. Mul- 
hallen, Lincoln Service Department, 
$15.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. S. Nevin, 
Lincoln, $133.50; Clara L. Durr, 
Nebraska City, $31.50; Mrs. L. C. 
Hutchison, Lincoln, $100.50: Merrill 
Albury, Lincoln, $39.00; Mrs. C. F. 


Peachman, Lincoln, $7.50. 


J. C. Miller Succumbs 


Following Train Crash 
TRAGIC accident brought to an 


untimely close a lifetime of tele- 
phone service rendered by Joseph C. 
Miller, of the Lincoln service de- 
partment. Joe had been working the 
“late trick” on Sunday evening, 
January 26. He had just cleared a 
case of trouble in an outlying dis- 
trict of southwest Lincoln and was 
returning toward town when his 
truck was struck by the locomotive 
of a slow-moving freight train near 
Park Boulevard and Hatch street. 
The truck was pushed in front of 
the train for a distance of 750 feet 
after the crash and was already en- 
veloped in flames when Joe was 
dragged from the wreck by uniden- 
tified members of the crew. 


It was at first believed that he 
stood a good chance of recovering 
from his injuries, serious though they 
were, but internal complications 
soon developed, and although Joe’s 
hardy constitution enabled him to 
make a gallant fight for life, he suc- 
cumbed the following Saturday 
morning. 


He began his long telephone ca- 
reer with the General Engineering 
Company, who were contractors for 
the erection of the Automatic tele- 
phone plant in Lincoln, in the spring 
of 1903. Shortly afterwards an op- 
portunity for permanent employment 
with the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany presented itself, and Joe went 
to the Bell organization, working as 
troubleman and installer for more 
than four years. In 1907-1908 he 
served for a year as manager of the 
Palmyra Telephone Company, leav- 
ing that position in September, 1908, 


to return to the Lincoln Telephone 
Company where his employment had 
been continuous ever since. 


As inspector, troubleman, installer, 
combinationman and foreman, Joe’s 
experience in telephone plant work 
was wider than most. His earliest 
repair truck was horse-drawn, then 
for a number of years he acted as 
South-Lincoln troubleman, servicing 
complaints by motorcycle. A bad fall 
enced his cycling days and since the 
early ‘twenties he has operated suc- 
cessive models of service trucks. 

Most lamentable is the fact that, 
at the age of sixty-four, Joe was 
within a few short months of his re- 
tirement date and, being in glowing 
health, he had been able to project 
his plans far into a future of leisure 
and enjoyment. Left to mourn are 
his wife, Nellie; two daughters, Miss 
Dorothy Miller of the Lincoln serv- 
ice department and Mrs. Gordon 
Elrod and one son, Joseph, Jr. A 
brother, James, resides in Santa Bar- 
bara, California. 


Special Merit Award 


The annual special merit award 
of Voiture No. 103, 40 et 8, was 
presented with due ceremony last 
month to Fred Strasser, supervisor 
of supplies at Lincoln. Mr. Strasser 
is the former finance officer of Lin- 
coln Post No. 3 of the American 
Legion. Annually the Lincoln Voi- 
ture presents this award to some 
member of the Post who is not a 
member of 40 et 8, and who has per- 


formed outstanding service to the 
Legion in the past. The presenta- 
tion was made by Chef de Gare 
Passe Sam D. Smith. 


General Commercial 
Moves To New Offices 
ANUARY 16 witnessed a scene of 
unusual activity in the General 
Commercial Department as the lo- 
cale of its operations was transferred 
from the west side of the second 
floor to Room 101 on the first floor 
of the general office building. The 
new arrangement is advantageous in 
several respects, permitting a closer 
coordination of acitivities as well as 
a more unified system of filing and 
handling of office routine. 

Prior to the move, the new loca- 
tion was completely remodeled. 
Metal and glass partitions separate 
the offices of the general commer- 
cial superintendent and the staff 
members, and facilities for the secre- 
tarial force are situated in the recep- 
tion portion of the inner office. Air 
conditioning, fluorescent lighting and 
a sound absorbent ceiling lend them- 
selves to the considerations of com- 
fort and efficiency. New furniture, 
harmonizing with the office appoint- 
ments, will be procured as soon as it 
is available. 

Plans are now under way to re- 
arrange and remodel the second 
floor offices in which will be in- 
cluded a conference room for various 
group meetings. 


The new first floor location of the general commercial depariment offices. Standing 
are, left to right, Merle M. Hale, general commercial superintendent, and staff mem- 
bers George Walroth, A. B. Gorman, J. S. Jackson and K. L, Lawson. The secretarial 
staff, left to right, are Bernice Iwohn, Willie Hamilton, Kathryn Rood and Ruth Clark. 
The photographer was the departmeni?’s commercial artist, Joe H. Hartley, Kathy Cornell, 
stenographer, has joined the department since the picture was taken, 


Wahoo Operators Honored 
At Thinner Party 


The traffic and commercial girls 
at Wahoo were guests of honor 
at a surprise dinner and party given 
recently in their behalf by Dr. and 
Mrs. O. H. Person. Dr. Person has 
practiced in Wahoo for many years 
during which the telephone, as it 
does with all doctors, played a most 
important part in his work. During 
this time, Dr. Person said, he had 


always enjoyed good telephone serv- 
ice and particularly appreciated the 
courteous and efficient service of 
the telephone operators. The dinner 
party was his way of expressing his 
thanks and appreciation. 

The evening was concluded with 
a bingo game in which each girl re- 
ceived a prize as a gift from the doc- 
tor and his wife. 


Pictured below are Dr. and Mrs. O. H. Person, who acted as hosts to the operating 
and commercial personnel at Wahoo at a dinner party given in appreciation of their 
fine service. 


Laura Sires 
Suffers Fire Loss 


AURA SIRES of the Accounting 
ing Department has found that 
there are few assets in this world as 
precious as true friends. Many of 
her fellow workers rallied to her 
aid in offering her temporary 
refuge following a fire in her apart- 
ment on December 31 which burned 
holes in the floor and damaged her 
clothes and furniture. She was an 
itinerant guest for 18 days during 
which the reconditioning work was 
under way. The blaze started in the 
basement during the noon hour 
while Laura was about to enjoy her 
lunch in the cafeteria. In addition 
to ruining her meal and placing a 
strain on her generally genial disposi- 
tion the incident definitely started 
things off wrong for the new year. 
We sincerely hope that she will soon 
be able to bring her affairs into nor- 
mal adjustment without undue in- 


convenience. 


Radiotelephone Service 
Increasing 


HE development of  radiotele- 

phone service is rapidly gaining 
momentum, according to a recent 
report by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Permits for the 
operation of such service has been 
granted in 60 cities and about 4,000 
pieces of mobile equipment are now 
being operated, much of which, 
however, is still on an experimental 
basis. The time may not be far dis- 
tant when there will be telephone 
booths on trains and passenger planes 
as well as transcon’ 
tinental connec 
tions for persons 
traveling the high- 
ways by automo- 
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Traffic group  at- 
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conference, 
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Methods and Procedures 
Discussed at Traffic 
Conference 

CONFERENCE devoted to a re- 


view of methods and the ex- 
planation of new procedures was held 
by the Traffic Department at the 
Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln, Janu- 
ary 21, 22 and 23. In attendance 
were toll center chief operators, dis- 
trict managers, and members of the 
General Traffic Department staff. 


Mr. Agee and Mr. Donley ad- 
dressed the gathering, discussing 
matters of personnel and manage- 
ment. Various phases were con- 
ducted by Miss Metcalf, Miss Sey- 
mour, Miss Markuson and Miss 
Harmon, traveling chief operators 
and assistant supervisor of methods, 
respectively. Miss Grupe, who with 
Miss Metcalf, had planned the con- 
ference and was to have taken an 
active part in the direction of the 
meeting could not attend because of 
illness. The meeting was concluded 
with a question and answer session. 


Many new traffic methods and 
procedures were introduced during 
war years but due to the press of 
other matters had not been subject 
to direct exposition to the Chief Op- 
erators. The introduction of many 
new people into the organization 
during the past few years and the 
lack of time to provide thorough 
training is to be corrected now by the 
institution of a complete force train- 
ing program at all Toll Center of- 
fices. It is believed that the confer- 
ence just concluded will very ma- 
terially assist the Chief Operators in 
carrying out this training responsi- 
bility. 


Supervisors Conference 


HE annual conference of officials 
and supervisors of the Company 
was held on January 15 at the Corn- 
husker Hotel with representatives 
from all departments, districts and 
areas in attendance. 


The meeting was conducted as a 
question and answer forum with 
many interesting and timely subjects 
being brought up for discussion. Mr. 
Agee opened and took charge of the 
morning session and Mr. Noble con- 
ducted the afternoon meeting with 
the heads of the various departments 
speaking on subjects which referred 
to their particular fields of respon- 
sibility. Frank H. Woods delivered 
the concluding address in which he 
reviewed the status and operations 
of the Company and discussed plans 
and objectives for the future. 


One of the highlights of the day 
was the presentation during the noon 
luncheon of a 40 year service pin to 
Clyde Boyles by F. E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent. Mr. Boyles has 
been making his home in California 
following his retirement and was 
thus unable to be present at the re- 
cent presentation ceremonies. 


Clyde Boyles, right, receives his 40 year 
service pin from F, E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent, Since his retire- 
ment, Mr. Boyles has been residing in 
California. 


Farm Telephones Increase 
UREAU of Census figures re- 
leased last month show that the 

number of farm telephones in the 

United States increased by 22.23 

per cent from 1940 to 1945. In 1940 

there were 1,526,905 and at the end 

of 1945 there were 1,866,317. The 
number of farms during the same 
period dropped 3.9 per cent. Our 

Company is slightly above the na- 


tional average with a rural station 
gain of 24.1 per cent for the same 
period. 


New Benefits For 
Employees Association 
\' ORE liberal benefits to members 


and the extension of member- 
ship to include the Traffic Depart- 
ment were voted upon favorably at 
the annual meeting of the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion held in Lincoln on January 11. 


Payments for hospital rooms were 
increased from $4.00 per day to “cost 
not to exceed $5.00 per day,” and 
provision was made for benefits for 
radium or X-ray therapy for malig- 
nant tumors. A number of other 
provisions of the by-laws also were 
liberalized in order to increase hos- 
pitalization and surgical benefits. 
Traffic department employees will 
become eligible for membership as 
soon as 400 or more make applica- 
tion. This department has been ex- 
cluded because the required percent- 
age of employees was not obtainable 
when the Association was formed. 
Much interest has been shown re- 
cently, however, and it is expected 
that the 400 quota will be reached. 


The Association has shown a 
growth of 110 new members during 
the past year and the present mem- 
bership stands at 462. Withdrawals 
numbering 57 because of resigna- 
tion or other reasons were received. 
104 claims averaging $57.52 were 
paid during 1946 and the Association 
is in splendid financial condition with 
$2,619.92 in the reserve fund and 
$3,574.41 on hand as unappropriated 
funds, 


All regular full time employees of 
the Company are eligible for mem- 
bership after 60 days of employ- 
ment. Provision also is made for 
dependent benefits for wives and 
dependent children. Any supervisor 
will gladly supply the necessary 
forms and information in order that 
application may be made. 


The following officers were re 
elected at the annual directors’ meet- 
ing: Guy Seaton, president; C. C. 
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From Coffee Grinders 


To Table Lamps 


URING the past year Earl Rosker 
of the Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment discovered, and _ followed 


Earl proudly displays some of the results 
of his ingenuity and skill. He is, incident- 
ally, one of the select group who wear 
the 45 year service pin. 


through, in a most unusual hobby of 
handcraft; one which paid the rich 
dividend of producing, at not too 
great a cost, articles of rare and last- 
ing beauty. 


For several months Earl quietly 
and thoroughly combed the town 
for antique coffee mills and after ob- 
taining several fine specimens he con- 
verted them, by the addition of 
sockets, shades and wiring, into table 
lamps; and such was the attraction of 
the novel fixture that he was almost 
mobbed by friends and acquaint- 
ances insisting that he enter their 
order or sell them one of his collec- 
tion. Earl retained his amateur 
standing however, by forcefully 
thrusting aside all thoughts of sordid 
gain, and disposing of his lamps to a 
select and lucky list at Christmas 
time. 


For the benefit of the rabid col- 
lectors, should there be any in the 
ranks of telephone’ folk, Earl's 
manipulations, in converting the mills 
to lamps, in no way marred their 
original shape or finish, or otherwise 
injured them from the collector's 
viewpoint. 


Donley, vice-president; George Bar- 
ney, treasurer; and M. W. Franklin, 
secretary. All directors also were re- 
elected by the membership. 


A Backynard Glance And A Look Abead 


HE YEAR 1946 has been one of great accomplishment. 

Our long distance operators completed the amazing total 
of 3,111,843 calls, including those for connecting com- 
panies, representing a volume nearly double that of 1940. 
More than 24,000 telephones were installed as compared 
with 14,592 in 1940. Our net station gain for the year 
was 8,052, bringing the total telephones in service as of 
December 31 to the all time peak of 84,411. 


All of this was made possible, of course, through the 
cooperative efforts of employees from all departments. In 
spite of these forward strides, however, we are still far 
short of our number one objective of providing telephone 
service to all who want it and to restore our standard of 
service to pre-war levels. 

Our waiting list for main telephone service actually 
increased from 673 orders on January 1, 1946 to 854 
orders at the end of the year. Considerable progress has 
been made, however, since the peak of September, 1945, 
when we were holding 1,697 orders. In addition to the 
waiting list for main service, we have many hundreds of 
subscribers who are waiting for extensions and handset 
equipment. In many instances also we have had to install 
party line service, because of shortages in cable or cen- 
tral office capacity, when individual lines were desired. 
Long distance facilities are still inadequate to handle all 
calls promptly during the busy hours. 


Plans For 1947 

Much work lies ahead. During 1947 we propose to 
undertake extensive additions and improvements in both 
exchange and long distance facilities. Total plant and 
equipment in service at the end of 1946 reached the all 
time peak of $14,788,000.00, or nearly $2,000,000.00 more 
than in 1940. Our budget for 1947 calls for gross addi- 
tions amounting to well over $2,000,000.00; of which 
$776,000.00 has been allocated to central office equipment 
for long distance and local exchange service; $700,000.00 


|7ELEPHONES | 
| IN SERVICE | OF, 


SE 
se 
3s 


an 


sata aa x; x hie, 
1934 1940 947 FUTURE 


Our Company, at the present time, is serving well over 
84,000 telephones, which represeni an ail time peak in station de- 
velopment. The depression and drouth of the early 1930’s caused 
the terrific loss of more than 20,000 stations, or over 25% of the 
telephones we were serving. Up to 1940 we had made some re- 
covery, and the war and post-war demands for service have 
boosted our stations to the present high level. Whether the de- 
mand for service in the future will continue is, of course, any- 
body’s guess. 


COMPLETED JOLL MESSAGES 


Including Connecting Companies 
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Toll business is also at record levels, The volume of calls 
since the war is even greater than during the emergency period. 
Long distance calls during the depression dropped off nearly 
50% and a great loss of revenue resulted. Only a slight recov- 
ery had been made up to 1940. Here again, the future is unpre- 
dictable. 
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In spite of the fact that we installed over 24,000 telephones 
in 1946 (move installs and installs), 854 orders for main service 
were still on the waiting list. Lack of central office equipment, 
distributing plant and rural telephone instruments are the prin- 
cipal retarding factors. A splendid net gain of 8,052 stations was 
enjoyed during 1946. 


DIAL 
EXCHANGES 
IN SERVICE 
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Most of our exchanges have been operated at a loss for many 
years, Through conversion to dial service, the Company expects 
to operate on a more favorable basis and at the same time to 
supply its customers with better telephone service. The budget 
for 1947 calls for dial conversions at 25 exchanges. The achieve- 
ment of this goal, however, is dependent upon the ability of 
manufacturers to supply the equipment. 
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Much new plant and equipment is needed to meet the demand 
for both local and long distance service. Much repair and replace- 
ment work, accumulated during the war, is also being undertaken. 
The depression left us with large amounts of unused plant and 
equipment, and this could happen again. Our first obligation to 
the public, however, is to provide good service promptly to all 
who desire it. The 1947 budget calls for gross additions of over 
two million dollars. 
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The rise in the cost of materials in recent years has been 
tremendous, The above chart shows the upward trend since 1940 
in some principal items. 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES LABOR COST PER TELEPHONE 


Labor costs is the Company’s largest item of expense. 59% of 
each revenue dollar now goes to employees. The labor cost per 
telephone served now is $31.90 as compared with $18.50 in 1940. 
In fact, labor costs in 1946 actually exceeded our total gross 
revenue for 1940. 


for replacements and additions in telephone station equip- 
ment; $488,000.00 for rebuilding and extending lines for 
local service and $103,000.00 for long distance circuits. 
New telephone exchange buildings which are proposed 
or are in the process of construction include those for 
Milford, Plattsmouth, Hastings, and Tecumseh. Other 
buildings will be erected also at smaller points. Ninety 
new long distance circuits, including 25 to Omaha, 6 to 
Grand Island, 3 to Kansas City and 3 to Salina from 
various territorial points, are in the 1947 picture. 


Rural Service 


Rural subscribers have not been overlooked in our 
plans for development. With the return of prosperity to 
the farms the demand for telephone service has greatly 
increased. Since 1940, we have gained about 4,000 rural 
stations and many farmers are still on the waiting list 
for service. A substantial part of the 1947 budget has 
been set aside for the extension and improvement of 
telephone service for farmers. This will include the addi- 
tion and regrouping of lines, providing up-to-date tele- 
phone instruments for more subscribers and conversions 
to dial service. 


Dial Conversions 


Dial conversions will be an important part of the 
1947 program. Thirty-three dial exchanges were in serv- 
ice at the end of 1946 and the budget for this year calls 
for dial service at an additional 25 points. This goal, of 
course, is dependent to a large extent upon the ability of 
manufacturers to supply the equipment. The Company 
has, during past years, operated many of its exchanges 
at a substantial loss. Revenues from larger exchanges and 
long distance business have been relied upon to make up 
the operating deficit. The conversion of exchanges to 
dial operation is expected to alleviate this situation, and 
in some instances will probably permit exchanges to 
operate at a profit rather than a loss. 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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We're taking in a lot more money now than ever before, but 
expenses have risen even more sharply than revenues. The result 
is that our rate of net operating income (revenues compared with 
expenges) is considerably less now than in 1940. 


A Backward Glance and a Look Ahead 


(Continued from page 9) 


Earnings and Expenses 


In view of the great increase in 
the business which the Company 
has enjoyed, the thought naturally 
comes to mind that we must have 
been making a lot of money in re- 
cent years. This is certainly true. 
During 1946 our total revenues were 
almost four and one-half million dol- 
lars, which is 68% greater than the 
$2,663,000.00 received in 1940. 
However, expenses have increased 
to a much greater extent than have 
revenues. Expenses in 1946 were 
86% higher than those in 1940, with 
the result that our rate of net oper- 
ating income (revenues compared 
with expenses) was substantially less 
in 1946 than in 1940. 


Wages Exceed 1940 Revenues 


Most of the added revenue that 
we have received has gone to em- 
ployees in the form of increased 
wages. The number of employees 
has increased from 1,036 in 1940 to 
1,387 at the end of 1946. During 
this period, however, the amount 
paid for wages has more than dou- 
bled and our labor cost for 1946 was 
actually greater than all the money 
we collected in 1940. Despite the 
large increase in the number of tele- 
phones, the ‘labor cost for each tele- 
phone in service increased from 
$18.50 in 1940 to $31.90 in 1946. In 
fact, 59% of every dollar received 


in 1946 was paid to employees as 
wages. 


Other expenses during this period 
have also greatly increased. The ac- 
companying chart shows percentage 
increases ranging from 26% to 65% 
in such staple items as telephones, 
switchboards, poles, copper wire and 
cable. Many other necessities have 
risen in price in corresponding de- 
grees. 


Rate Increase Possthle 


It is not difficult to understand 
that there are only two ways to meet 
a situation of rising costs of doing 
business. One is to cut expenses, the 


other to increase revenues. If pres- 
ent trends continue, a general rate 
increase would seem to be the only 
solution. Revenues must be suffi- 
cient to pay wages and other ex- 
penses and have enough margin left 
to make a reasonable return to in- 
vestors. This is necessary in order 
to operate on a sound financial basis 
and keep our securities attractive so 
that the funds necessary to operate 
the business will be provided. 


The Future? 


What will happen in the future 
can not of course be predicted with 
any degree of certainty. A glance at 
the accompanying graphs will point 
out what happened to our business 
during the depression of the early 
1930's. Toll calls slumped by nearly 
1,000,000 messages a year, and a loss 
of more than 20,000 telephones in 
service was experienced. If history 
repeats itself, and similar conditions 
prevail, it is obvious that great losses 
in revenue will result. In this case, 
the readjustment of expenditures 
would become inevitable. 


Several factors, however, point to 
a continuation of service demands. 
Business conditions in general re- 
main favorable and the large backlog 
of demands for all types of commodi- 
ties and services would seem to in- 
sure continued activity in produc- 
tion and sales. Substantial increases 
in population in a number of our 
larger exchanges would indicate that 
there will be a continued favorable 
trend in telephone requirements. 
Farmers are enjoying a period of 
prosperity and the world wide de- 
mand for agricultural products fore- 
casts favorable market conditions for 
some time to come. The possible re- 
moval of excise taxes on telephone 
service, although not anticipated this 
year, would make our service more 
attractive to customers, especially in 
event of a rate increase. Many per- 
sons are now using long distance 
service who formerly used it infre- 
quently or not at all. The war was 
a great educator in this respect and 
taught many the value and economy 
of long distance. It seems reason- 
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able that much of this usage will 
continue. 


The Company has faith in the fu- 
ture of Nebraska and believes that 
our interests as well as those of the 
public will best be served by expand- 
ing facilities as rapidly as possible in 
order to meet service requirements. 
This is not only our obligation but 
good business as well. 


Fifty years ago it took a crew of 
seven or eight men an entire day to 
install a single telephone. Now one 
man installs a telephone completely 
in an average of 90 minutes. 


The telephone instrument repre- 
sents only about 5 per cent of all the 
equipment needed to provide a cus- 
tomer with telephone service. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Lane of 
Weeping Water 
announce the 
birth of a son, 
b orn Christmas 
Day at St. Mary’s 
hospital in Ne- 
braska City. Mr. 
Lane is a mem- 
ber of the Weeping Water Plant 
Department and Mrs. Lane is a for- 
mer Operator. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Laudenback 
are the proud parents of a baby 
boy, James, born January 12 at the 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Lincoln. 
John is a member of the Lincoln 
Service Department. 
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Delores Finke 
of the Cook 
Traffic Depart- 
ment and Frank- 
lin Hays of Cook 


were united in 
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marriage at the 
home of the 
bride’s parents 
on January 10. 


Mrs. Hays has resigned her position 
and the couple will reside on a farm 
near Tecumseh. 


The marriage of Betty Ann Vy- 
biral of the David City Traffic De- 
partment and Jerry C. Okrina of 
Abie, took place December 27 at the 
home of the bride’s parents. After a 
short honeymoon, the couple are re- 
siding in David City and Mrs. Okrina 
is continuing her work. 


Olga Pehrson, Evening Chief Op- 
erator at Weeping Water, and Ken- 
neth Livers of South Bend, were 
united in marriage December 28 at 
the home of the bride’s parents at 
Weeping Water. Rev. Walker of 
the Methodist Church performed the 


ceremony. 


Betty Leonard, operator at Fair- 
bury, became the bride of Buford 
Johnson on December 22 at her 
home in Fairbury. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln, and Mrs. Johnson 
has transferred to the Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department. 


Marjorie Heidelk of the Fairbury 
Traffic Department and William 
Rentschler were married December 
24 at the home of the bride's par- 
ents. Rev. Benedict Schwarz per- 
formed the double ring ceremony. 
Mrs. Rentschler is continuing her 
work. 


Dora Jane Lewis, operator at Fair- 
bury, was married in Washington, 
Kansas, on New Year's Eve to Merle 
Watts. Mrs. Watts is continuing her 
work. 


The marriage of Alvera Free of 
the Fairbury Traffic Department an 
Ralph Knapper took place at Bre- 
men, Kansas, on January 11. Mrs. 
Knapper will continue her work. 


(Promotions, 
Jitle C 


Accounting 


Francis R. Clinton, service operator, 
Lincoln Service, to machine operator, 
Accounting. 

Commercial 

Willie Ruth Hamilton, stenographer to 
junior secretary, General Commercial. 

Norma L. Koukal, A&L operator to 
cashier, Wahoo. 


Plant 
Barbara Green, typist to stenographer, 
Supply. 
B. L. Patton, groundman to _ lineman, 
Construction. 
D. I. Schwaninger, groundman to line- 
man, Construction. 


Traffic 


Laurel Brown, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. * 

Darlene Clausen, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Beatrice. 

Kathleen Drake, A operator to AGL 
operator, Tecumseh. 

Bonnie L. Gill, A operator to A&L 
operator, David City. 

Wanda Higgins, A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Betty Leonard Johnson, A&L operator, 
Fairbury, to A operator, Lincoln. 


Miriam Williamson, operator at 
Auburn, was married December 4 
to Gordon Lilly. Mrs. Lilly is con- 
tinuing her work. 


Pat Casey of the Accounting De- 
partment, Lincoln, became the bride 
of Louis Ottnat of the Construction 
Department at a ceremony per- 
formed in Marysville, Kansas. Mrs. 
Ottnat will continue her work. 


Arlene Hensler of the Accounting 
Department and Tom Yost were 
united in marriage on January 12 at 
the Fourth Presbyterian Church in 
Lincoln. The couple will reside in 
Lincoln and Mrs. Yost will continue 
her work. 


We hear tell that Sterling Nelson 
is such a handy man with hammer, 
saw and such that local citizens in 
Auburn refer to him as the town’s 
tinker. 


Tinker, that is. 


—-aft 11 Pe-- 


Willie R. Hamilton 
Jr, Secretary 
Gen. Commercial 


Norma Koukal 
Cashier 
Wahoo 


Edna Komma, A&L operator, to NA&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Shirley B. Naber, A operator to A&L 
operator, York. 

Nora J. Maines, A operator to A&L 
operator, Teecumseh. | 

Lorraine L. Smith, NA&L operator to 
A&L operator, Nebraska City. 

Shirley J. Stoll, A& L operator to NA&L 
operator Wymore. 

Evelyn Watson NA&L operator to A€&’L 
Operator, Wymore. 

Mabel Wieting, chief operator-cashier, 
Plymouth, to A operator, Beatrice. 


Recipe of the Month 


UR recipe for February is a fa- 

vorite of Mrs. Cecile Anderson 
rorcammmmenees of the Lincoln 
| - Business Office, 
and we know it 
will be a favorite 
of everyone else 
who tries it. It 
is also very ap- 
propriate for this 
month, as valen- 
tines and good 
things to eat are 
always the main interest of February. 


Mrs, Anderson 


Ginger Lace Cookies 
4 Cup Crisco 1 tsp. Ginger 
1 


Cup Sugar 4 tbsp. Molasses 
1 Egg, beaten 2 tsp. Soda 
1 tsp. Cinnamon 2 Cups Flour 
l/, tsp. Salt 


Cream fat and sugar. Add beaten egg, 
add dry ingredients sifted together, and 
add molasses last. Make ball size of 
marbles and roll in granulated sugar. 
Bake at 375 degrees, 15 to 20 minutes. 
Makes approximately 140 small cookies. 


R, N. Brendle 
Lincoln Lincoln 


20 Years 20 Years 


Thirty-three Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
C. C. Perryman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-two Years 

George Mehuron, York. 


Twenty-seven Years 


B. D. Kline, Superior. 
W. R. Minich, Geneva. 
Sarah Mussman, Western. 
Dorcas Slater, Fairbury. 


Twenty-six Years 


R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Twenty-four Years 
B. L. Ford, Beatrice. 
Clarinda Lake, Superior. 

Twenty-three Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 


Twenty-two Years 
Adalene Lorenson, Weeping Water. 
J. L. Potter, Ashland. 

Twenty-one Years 
Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 


Twenty Years 
R. N. Brendle, Clara Jones. Kenneth 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, 
Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Wauneta Child, Fairbury. 
R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, Lincoln. 
Bohumil Docekal, David City. 
Mary Docekal, Brainard. 

Eighteen Years 


D. E. Aydelott, K. J. Boshart, Lincoln. 
Rose Janda, Plattsmouth. 
Edna Ragon, Tecumseh. 


Seventeen Years. 


R. V. Clifford, Lincoln. 
E. A. Morehead, Geneva 


Sixteen Years 


W. F. Combs, Hastings. 


Twelve Years 


Edna Edwards. Ruskin. 


Clara Jones 


Kenneth Lawson 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Seven Years 
Helen DeBord, Fairbury. 
Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Lydia Schneider, Opal Thimgan, Lin- 
coln. 


George Placek, Nebraska City. 


Five Years 


L. A. Murphy, Lincoln. 


JOURNEY'’S END 


MRS. MILLIE BEHRENS, mother 
of Mrs. Verna Alexander of the 
Lincoln Commercial Department, 
passed away January 10. Funeral 
services were held at the Evan- 
gelical Church in Goehner on 
January 13. 


MRS. LEE ETTA BALES, mother 
of Ben Ford of the Beatrice Plant 
Department, died January 18 at 
Beatrice. Funeral services were 
held January 21. 

MR. ARTHUR HULTQUIST of 
Stromsburg, father of Kenneth 
Hultquist of the York Plant De- 
partment, passed away January 9. 
Funeral services were held Janu- 
ary 11 at the Lutheran Church in 
Stromsburg. 


ADAM SCHNEIDER, father of 
Jake Schneider of the Lincoln 
Service Department, passed away 
January 6. Funeral services were 


Evangelical Church in Hastings. 


PAUL BUTLER, husband of Mrs. 
Oakel Butler of the Traffic De- 


” ~6f 12 Be 


Helen Pickard 


L E. H. Royce 
Lincoln Lincoln 


20 Years 20 Years 


partment at Auburn, died Decem- 
ber 20. Funeral services were held 
at Auburn. 


MRS. MARIA BURR, step-mother 
of Ted Burr of the Plant Depart- 
ment at Hastings, died January 2. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Methodist Church in Hastings on 
January 4. © 


JOHN ADAM BRENDLE, father 
of Roy Brendle of the Lincoln 
Service Department, died January 
24th at his home at Hickman, 
Nebraska. Funeral services were 
held at Hickman Presbyterian 
Church on January 27. Burial was 
in Hickman cemetery. 


PHILIP HEIN, father of Mrs. Em- 
maline Brenneman, of the Traffic 
Department at Harvard, passed 
away at Harvard on January 23. 
Funeral services were held Janu- 
ary 26 at United Church at Har- 
vard. Mr. Hein was also the father 
of Mrs. D. C. Wilson of Hastings. 


MR. B. O. BERGLUND, father of 
Axel Berglund of the Supply De- 
partment, died January 20. Fu- 
neral services were held at Osceola 
on January 21, with burial at 
Swedish Home Cemetery. 


MR. LOUIS N. McNABB, father of 
Mrs. Bertha Sharp who was em: 
ployed in the Beatrice Traffic De- 
partment prior to her retirement 
in July, died at Beatrice on Janu- 
ary 2. Funeral services were held 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Beatrice on January 6. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
Eastern District Office 


Yes sir! It’s J. A. (Grandpa) McKinzie 
now! The family was confidently and 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a grand- 
son and had even selected an appropriate 
name for the bearer of the family name. 
The proud granddaddy has been in a 
somewhat confused state of mind, how- 
ever, since son Jack called to inform him 
the “‘grandson”’ had arrived. The baby’s 
name? Why, Mary Ann of course! 
(Editor’s Note: With this issue we say 
“goodbye” to our associate editor, who 
has been very faithful in reporting the 
news from the Eastern District for the 
past 215 years. Genevieve plans to leave 
us soon, and will be married on March 8 
to Harold Ellis of Lincoln.) 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


Now that everyone has fully recuperated 
from the holidays here we are settled 
back into the old routine. ... ‘‘Questions 
were flying’? when Irene Humlicek came 
to work the other day with a black eye. 
She can’t figure out how she acquired it. 
Maybe she bumped into the operating 
board. She still is trying to figure it out! 
‘ . Everyone has been doing a lot of 
traveling these days. Miss Swan and Miss 
Dee were in Lincoln last month, Miss 
Stewart spent a week-end with home folks 
at Friend, Miss Gill visited her parents 
at Surprise, Mrs. krina was in Lincoln 
one evening visiting friends and Donna 
and Jean Vybiral along with Betty Okrina 
attended their brother’s wedding in Lin- 
coln. Doris Northway went to Lincoln 
while Betty Northway visited friends at 
Topeka, Kansas, on her week-end. Mr. Mc- 
Kinzie paid us a visit this month. Also 
one of our former operators, Ruby Muller, 
dropped in one afternoon to say “hello.” 
. . . Congratulations are in order for Mrs. 
Jerry Okrina who was formerly Betty 
Vybiral. She intends to stay on with her 
work. When asked how she likes married 
life, her only reaction is a big smile and 
“I like it fine’. Now she is out on her 
reliefs buying groceries instead of nylons 
and such things. .. . Speaking of comfort, 
we have acquired some new furniture for 
our rest room. We have a beautiful barrel- 
back chair, table and table lamp, ali of 
which we are mightly proud. Now we will 
want to spend all of our time enjoying it. 
The outward appearance of the building 
also has been improved by a Neon sign. 


Douglas 


Mr. and Mrs. Bradley celebrated their 
42nd wedding anniversary, January 18th, 
by coming to Lincoln and attending a 
show. Mrs. Bradley is the Douglas Chief 
Operator. 
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Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


The New Year has begun and all of us 
are busy clearing away the old year and 
bringing in the new. Speaking of the new, 
Marie Sheair, Marjorie Knoll, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Stoner and Iona Eisenhauer are new 
girls who have joined the gang of plug- 
pushers. Welcome girls!! With all of the 
new girls our instructors, Mary Tackett 
and Mary Bartyzelle are pretty busy. ... 
Miss Harmon and Miss Grupe visited us 
several weeks ago. Come back again, girls. 
... Many of the Nebraska City Telephone 
Workers received flu shots. Some of the 
girls had rather touchy arms for a few days, 
but it’s all over now. ... Diamonds, Mary 
Huber has a sparkler and is she proud of 
it! Etta Staack has a diamond watch from 
her one and only. ... We mentioned be- 
fore we had our picture taken at our 
Christmas party. The pictures were real 
good and many of the girls got reprints. 
Josie Shoemaker and Betty Johnson have 
been our absentees due to the illness of 
their mothers. Hurry back, girls. ... Mrs. 
Komma has graduated to be our new night 
operator. New toll students are Elaine 
Gruber and Joyce Hofker. Good luck, girls! 

. On two of the coldest days our fur- 
nace had to go on the blink. Were we 
cold? No, we always shiver this way.... 
Having birthdays this month are Miriam 
Haase and Maxine Meyer. Happy Birth- 
day, girls. 


Platitsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


On Tuesday, December 17, the telephone 
employees with their wives and husbands 
had a dinner party at the Pine Room, 
Bestor’s Coffee Shop. Mrs. Thelma Tritsch 
and Mrs. Harriette Wynn were in charge 
of the decorations. The tables were deco- 
rated with candles and evergreen and, oh 
yes, with reindeer and Santa Claus to be 


Safety Pup Says— 


LITTLE 
HAZARDS CAN CAUSE 


BIG 
INJURIES 


sure. The girls did a grand job. After 
dinner the group adjourned to the tele- 
phone office and spent the rest of the 
evening in playing games. Mrs. Alyce 
Sharpnack was in charge. Mrs. Thelma 
Tritsch, Elizabeth Edwards and Mrs. Joe 
Abrams were lucky enough to win prizes. 
Bob Humiston was Santa Claus and pre- 
sented everyone with a gift. Singing 
Christmas carols was enjoyed by all... . 
The Plattsmouth merchants showed their 
appreciation by presenting the operators 
with about 36 pounds of candy. 


Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


We all should feel right pert after being 
“shot” recently. No one suffered any se- 
rious consequences except George Miers 
and “Baldy” Balderson, who had to be 
helped getting dressed and undressed for 
a couple of days. .._. The Plant Depart- 
ment is very busy stringing wire in pre- 
paration for plant changes prior to the 
issuance of the new _ directory. : 
Berniece Mueller had the pleasure of 
hearing Fritz Kriesler when he = ap- 
peared in Lincoln recently .. . We 
were glad to have Jessie Landon, a former 
operator, who helped us out for a few 
days. . .. We were sorry to lose Alma 
Jones who resigned. She will leave for 
California soon. ...A new operator has 
joined our ‘“‘push plugging” clan, Eileen 
Bartels of Tobias, Nebraska. Good luck 
to you, Eileen. Miss Kriegshauser, 
Chief Operator, attended a 3-day meet- 
ing in Lincoln recently. 


Utica 


‘People are funny”. Right, but of course 
we'll excuse you this time, Vera. As the 
story goes, it seems as though Vera Wat- 
son got a little confused with her church 
and state holidays and what did she do 
but hang out the flag on Christmas Day. 
How about that, Vera? 


Weeping Water 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Lane of Weeping 
Water announce the birth of a son born 
Christmas day at St. Mary’s hospital at 
Nebraska City. Mr. Lane works in the 
plant department at Weeping Water and 
Mrs. Lane was a former operator. ... Olga 
Pehrson, evening chief operator at Weep- 
ing Water, and Kenneth Livers of South 
Bend, were united in marriage December 
28, at the home of the bride’s parents at 
Weeping Water. Rev. Walker of the Meth- 
odist Church performed the ceremony. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Department 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


With automobiles so hard to get “Atomic 
Bomb Ross” wants to sell his locomotive, 
a luxurious Model T. It seems he has one 
very enthusiastic teen-age buyer who went 


Linda Bartels, attractive Lincoln traffic 
operator, attired in a costume sent to her 
by her boy friend in Hawaii. Somewhat 
out of season perhaps, but then spring 
is just around the corner. 


so far as to cut the wires in the engine to 
keep Bob from driving it. Oh well! That’s 
what happens when you own such a pop- 
ular model car. . . . We wish to extend 
deepest sympathy to Laura Sires whose 
apartment recently caught on fire. . 

It seems Mr. Galley was the victim of 
rather a gory trick, when upon having 
candy passed one day he and Sievers took 
a piece and Mr. Sievers being the wiser 
(no dig, this merely pertains to this par- 
ticular story) ate his and Mr. Galley laid 
his on Mr. Jahn’s desk, Mr. Jahn being 
out of the office at the time. Upon his 
return, seeing the candy on his desk and 
thinking someone had left it for him 
put it in his desk and departed company. 
Shortly after Mr. Galley also decided to 
make his exit and reaching for his candy, 
discovered it was gone and proceeded to 
go through his pockets, giving himself a 
regular shake down, thinking he might 
have absent-mindedly shoved it in one of 
his vest or trouser pockets, while all the 
while Mr. Sievers, the innocent bystander, 
was being silently, but not verbally ac- 
cused. However the precious chocolate 
was recovered and Mr. Jahn was the only 
dejected party in the group. ... We wish 
to congratulate Pat Casey Ottnat who re- 
cently married Lonis Ottnat of the Con- 
struction department in Marysville, Kan- 
sas, and Arlene Hensler Yost who married 
Tom Yost January 12th at the 4th Pres- 
byterian church. ... The bowling leagues 
seem to be well under way, with everyone 
getting used to their aches and pains or 
taking them matter-of-factly. It seems 
Shirley Bonnell just can’t stay off the 
floor. This time she tumbled without the 
aid of a waste paper basket, making a 
strike and displaying no hard feelings. .. . 
The welcome mat is brushed off and 
thrown out to four new girls this month. 
Helen Johnson, Hazel Eicker, Charlene 
Macaluso and Lillian Trump... . In clos- 
ing we would like to know why it is Ed 
Brehm always seems to know the new 
girls who start here. It seems he is rather 
a friendly gent. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor. 


Excitement ran high in the General 
Commercial Office on January 16, when 
the long awaited day came for moving 


into our new quarters on first floor. But 
everything went so smoothly and quickly, 
that we hardly knew we were moving and 
by now, we’re all so settled, and have got- 
ten accustomed to the red and green lights 
of our new telephone system and the 
shocks from the carpet, that it really seems 
like home sweet home. ... Mr. Neff and 
his crew did a very efficient job of mov- 
ing us. ... Joy Smith has resigned from 
our force, and we all miss her very much. 
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Jackson spent a week 
in Texas, visiting their daughter, son-in- 
law, and niece. . Willie Ruth Hamil- 
ton journeyed to Hastings with her hus- 
band, for a week-end visit with friends 
and relatives. .. . Miss Gessner, secretary 
to Mr. Woods, is on the sick list at this 
writing. Reports are, however, that she is 
now better, and we hope to see her back 
real soon. . The mail room is very 
proud of their new mailing machine, which 
is much faster and more efficient than 
their old one. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Well, it seems like old times around the 
office with Mr. Boyles happening in and 
out. He is here visiting from California 
and if he doesn’t quit painting such rosy 
pictures—we’re all going to have the bug. 
It really is nice to see him again. ...We 
wish to welcome several new employees. 
E. Reynolds and C. L. Wise joined our 
Hastings crew this month and L. C. Clark 
and C. H. Eitzmann and R. H. Connell 
were placed on Lincoln crews. We are 
sorry to lose H. Finney. ... Our Hastings 
crews under the supervision of W. F. 
Combs and L. T. Piper have been making 
cable extensions to the Spencer Park Area 
and regrouping Hastings rural lines. W. P. 
Conn and helper, D. Frankforter are doing 
the splicing work on the Spencer Park 
job. C. Hutchison is now doing the splic- 
ing work on Hastings routine orders. . 

G. A. Foster and V. M. Simpson and crews 
have completed the repair of the outside 
plant at Johnson. G. C. Artz and Bill Hud- 
dleston have completed the splicing of the 
office entrance cable. Simpson and Foster 
are now moving on to Cook and Tecumseh. 

. E. J. Eichenour and George Hansen 
and crews are nearing completion of the 
outside plant repairs at Steinauer. V. H. 
Baum and helper, Hutchison, completed 
the splicing work there preparatory to 


conversion. . ..H. H. Moss and crew are 
retransporting circuits from the Union 
Junction to the state line. ...R. C. Boling 


and crew have completed the rebuilding 
of the purchased farm lines at Syracuse. 
They are now repairing the Otoe exchange 
preparatory to conversion. ...D.R. Smith 
and crew are busy with routine orders, 
L. T. 3’s and house moves in the vicinity 
of Lincoln. . . . John Hobson is doing his 
usual Lincoln maintenance work... . Cable 
splicer Roy Mills and helper have been 


George Cruickshank, one of the main- 
stays in the Wahoo plant department, 
bei up from his work on the test- 
oard, 
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splicing up the new Plattsmouth cable and 
making miscellaneous repairs. ... We have 
had several employees on the sick list the 
past month, they include L. W. Winscot, 
Cc. G. Hedstrom, G. L. Burt. Enno DeVries 
and F. L. Lewis met with accidents this 
month. We hope they will all be back on 
the job before this goes to press. ... We 
understand by way of the grape vine that 
Cupid is up to his usual tricks. Bill Hud- 
dleston and Tom Roller have found their 
one and only’s and the big events will take 
place sometime in February. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


New faces in our department this month 
are Harold R. Dudgeon and J. A. Schellen- 
berg who have been transferred to us 
temporarily from the Construction Depart- 
ment. ... It’s a little late for reporting 
1946 vacations but some late-goers were 
omitted from our last news items. Decem- 
ber vacations were taken by several. M. E. 
Royce says he took a trip to Omaha, then 
stayed home and got fatter. R. Winders 
and Russell Rauch spent vacations at 
home. Phyllis Armintrout was in Milford 
for her vacation but spent most of the 
time in bed due to illness. Ray Sherman 
motored to California late in December 
and was having such a good time there 
he took off extra time, returning to work 
January 9. He saw the Rosebowl game 
and the Tournament of Roses Parade. He 
visited in Los Angeles, San Diego, and 
Mexico; returning home by way of the ex- 
treme southern route through Texas. ... 
Sickness has kept a number of our group 
away from work during these past few 
weeks. L. C. Reid suffered a severe at- 
tack of influenza. Ivan Olson spent some 
time in the hospital for surgery, and at 
this writing is convalescing at his home 
in Hickman. Wes Haas was hospitalized 
for the removal of a growth on his eye- 
ball. Oscar Lewis first had to miss work 
intermittently because of dental work, 
then, as a result of a complete collapse in 
the dentist’s office, has had to remain in 
bed for a complete rest. Howard Stacy, 
son of L. A. Stacy, and a former L.T.&T. 
employee, has been confined at Veterans 
Hospital in Lincoln for several weeks. He 
went to the hospital for an examination 
and treatment of a minor hand injury. 
During the examination the doctor sug- 
gested a thorough blood test, the result 
of which has kept Howard at the hospital 
for the isolation and treatment of a blood 
stream parasite. . .. A few visitors this 
past month are remembered. ‘‘Muggs” 
Stebbings was a most welcome caller. He 
now resides in a suburb of St. Louis, and 
is employed by Westinghouse Electric Cor- 
poration, Sturtevant Division, as Service 
and Construction Engineer. J. F. Sullivan, 
former warehouseman, on pension since 
1937, visited in the warehouse and garage. 
Harry Smith’s son, Charles, visited at the 
warehouse recently. He is in military serv- 
ice and was in Lincoln on his way from the 
east coast to San Francisco from where 
he expected to sail to Hawaii... . We won- 
der if most of us aren’t forgetting that we 
still have some boys in military service. 
Robert Chamberlain is now in China. Lyle 
Rauch is still in the States but was re- 
cently home on an emergency furlough 
because of the serious condition of his 
father who has been in the hosptal for 
the past six months. ... Work activity in 
this department has been at a high peak 
for a considerable time now. The 1946 in- 
ventory compilation was completed the 
second week in January, a little later than 
usual due to taking the inventory thirty 
days later this fall. Final figures show this 
to be the largest inventory on record. 
Charles Hansen and his crew are happy 
that the big job is completed and that the 
total is so near the book value figure, but 
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Mrs. Marcia Watson Lincol,n cafeteria 
matron, poses with her family’s cocker 
spaniel. Although never officialy christ- 
ened, the pup answers to the name of 
“Babe,” especially at meal times, 


they have their fingers crossed for fear 
someone along the line will think the re- 
sult is too perfect! The warehouse force 
has recently completed the big job of 
splicing and reclaiming approximately 
75,000 feet of recovered drop wire which 
has been accumulated from removal of 
plants at air bases. ...A few new cars 
and trucks are being received on our 
long-standing orders. A Studebaker truck 
has recently been placed in service in Lin- 
coln. It’s our first try with this make 
truck. A White truck and five Internation- 
als have been delivered and are now at 
the body factory where special line con- 
struction bodies are being built. Body con- 
struction has been delayed because of the 
steel shortage. . . . Finally, our boss gets 
himself in the groove for a littie publicity 
this month. On the morning of December 
3lst he came into the office all stooped 
over from the heavy burden of his first 
experience at becoming a grandfather— 
and it was a boy too! As if that wasn’t 
enough excitement, on the evening of Jan- 
uary llth, Mr. Strasser was invited to at- 
tend the meeting of Voiture No. 103, 40 
et 8, as a special guest. During the evening 
he was presented with their annual special 
merit award medal. Annually the Lincoln 
Voiture presents this award to some mem- 
ber of the post who is not a member of 
40 et 8, and who has performed outstand- 
ing service to the Legion in the past. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Once again we take time out to mention 
our engagements of the month. Evelyn 
Pruss, our doomed old maid so the story 
goes, up and fooled all on the 10th of 
January by receiving a most becoming 
sparkler from Stan Hamilton. All kidding 
aside Evelyn, we’re very happy for you 
and wish you all the luck, happiness, etc. 
that goes with being in love. ... With the 
passing of Verna Alexander’s mother the 
office force extends their sincere sym- 
pathy to Verna in the loss of a loved one. 
.. - Rumors are flying that Dick Lahr has 
finally decided that the company is a fine 
place after having force applied. When- 
ever Dick was assigned to undertake a 
toilsome task, he always informed Waldo 
McDowell that he’d quit or resign before 
being forced to complete such a job. After 
repeating this procedure many times Waldo 
finally drew up a contract for Dick to 
sign which would break his bonds from 
the company officially, thus making it 
possible for Dick to join in with his other 


“fly-boy” friends by working in filling 
stations, delivering papers, etc. To make 
a long story short, Dick has never men- 
tioned quitting again. ...A farm customer 
the other day stopped in to have words 
with our “farm expert’, Mr. Overcash. 
When stating as to whom he wished to speak 
with, the party asked for Mr. Cashover, 
.. . News is definitely scarce in L. Com’l 
this month—the after ‘holiday slump”. 
However, we can always tell a tale on 
D. Lahr as he makes good print. Dick is 
desperately preparing himself for semester 
exams at the University and is driving 
everyone mad, including the customers. It 
so happens that Dick is very low in one 
of his subjects, namely psychology. After 
much figuring he finally decided that if 
he gets a 140% in his final exam he’ll 
JUST pass the course! ... With his new 
glasses, Lee Schlentz is strutting around 
with a new motto, ‘“‘the better to see you 
with, my dear.”’ You know, of course, who 
had that line in Little Red Riding Hood. 


Lincoln Service Department 
By Norma Burt 


Starting out the new year in the Service 
Dept. we find Jack Donley busy learning 
the routines of the switchroom. ... Mary 
Ruth Weart is replacing Francis Clinton 
on the service board and Arleen Heitmann 
is replacing Lxdia Schneider. Lydia and 
Francis are patiently waiting for their 
transfers to the Accounting Dept. Welcome 
newcomers and best of luck everyone.... 
The Switchmen had a party and from all 
reports they had a swell time and ‘‘darn 
good dill pickles.” . .. An addition was 
made to the John Laudenback family on 
January 12th when young James made 
his appearance at the St. Elizabeth hos- 
pital. ... The Walt Stewarts report a swell 
vacation with their son in Florida. Walt 
Jr. took them aboard the U.S. Carrier 
Saipan, also to some of the big air fields 
and the big Naval Training Station. .. . 
The Service Dept. employees wish to ex- 
tend their deepest sympathy to Jake 
Schneider, whose father recently passed 
away. ... Paul Guelker played the roll of 
the proud father most becomingly last 
month as he listened to his daughter, Shir- 
ley Mae, orate as one fo the principal 
speakers on the subject ‘‘Prejudice Is 
Dangerous” at Lincoln High School. Shir- 
ley holds the dual distinction of being 
a member of the National Honor Society 
and a granddaughter of Clayton Liebhart, 
district plant manager. . .. We all extend 
our sympathy to Dorothy Miller whose 
father, J, C. Miller, also a member of our 
Department, passed away recently, 


t 
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How We Stand! 
Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1945............ 1,143 
December 1, 1945.00.00... 769 
January 1, 1946.....0.......... 673 
February 1, 1946.............. 764 
March 1, 1946........2.....2..- 861 
April 1, 1946..cccccecccceeon. 838 
May 1, 1946.2... 800 
Jenne. 1 E946. sossrccccsvcisvensuane 788 
July 1, 1946.00. 902 
August 1, 1946... 943 
September 1, 1946.............. 821 
October 1, 1946..0.000002020... 831 
November 1, 1946.............. 850 
December 1, 1946............... 952 
JAAR Diy 29ST ocean eset 854 


February 1, 194 7st 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 


Central. Districts<.....2:.4.. 306 
astern. istiee nc i 144 
Southern District ..ccscceeenccc2. 117 


Western District.................. 


ee 


Total Stations in 
Service 1-31-47 .......... 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Not much in the way of anything which 
makes news seems to be happening in the 
Traffic department these days. However 
a large number attended the Ice Cycles in 
Omaha, and for several days the Ice 
Show was a very popular topic. Among 
those who attended were Melba Richards, 
Dorothy Nelson, Hazel Nichols, Mary 
Emerson, Mary Ramey, Darlene Gans, 
Mable Volpp, Bernice Itzen, Joan Wall- 
man, Norma Bailey, Marilou Scott, Delores 
Pape, Francis Harmon, Myra Metcalf, Jean 
Framstead and Mary Ormand.... Howard 
Smith, usually so dignified and graceful, 
seemed quite bothered when he tripped 
over a chair being used by Ruth Hether- 
ington while helping students, and, which 
we admit was slightly out in the aisle. The 
crash resounded through the room but the 
chair, with Ruth in it, withstood the on- 
slaught with only some paint knocked 
loose. . . . No matter where we look we 
see the “girl with the notebook” as super- 
visors and operators are engaged in a 
course of review of operating practices. 
. - . Maxine Bellew is the proud wearer 
of a new diamond... . Delores Long spent 
the week-end at her home in Beaver 
Crossing. . . . Darlyne Mueller will enter 
Nebraska Agricultural College where she 
will study fashion buying. . . . Leota 
Smelser and Anne Schneider had quite 
an experience the other day when a ticket 
Slipped through a crack and went under 
the board. Try as they would they could 
not get it. Then they raised the board, 
and got it, but couldn't get the board down. 
The girls, although laughing, were begin- 
ning to feel panicky when Mrs. Nichols 


came to the rescue, and with a simple 
“twist of the wrist’ righted the whole 
thing. . . . Also on the ‘third finger left 
hand’ is a diamond worn by Marcene Cox. 
: . Just another little note about Ruth 
Hetherington—all were quite shocked 
when she gave the address name in putting 
through a Long Distance call for a certain 
clothing store in a certain: town. When 
she gave the name there were several 
gasps. They thought she was using profane 
language! ... Hattie Staley is back in our 
midst after an illness . . . New classes in- 
clude Rosemary Kopetka and Collene 
Sheeley taught by Delores Glover, and Lois 
Forsyth and Mrs. La Verne Braun, former 
Lincoln Telephone operators, with Mrs. 
Della Wilcox instructing. . .. Wilma Grupe 
was ill a week with the flu. ... Rod An- 
drews declares one desk is not enough for 
all of his work; when he wishes to con- 
centrate and to get ‘‘away from it all’ 
he simply ‘swings’ around from one desk 
to the other and proceeds with his work, 
face to the wall and back to the world. 
(Ed. Note: One of the few good breaks 
the world has been getting lately) 
Clarabelle Schroll had her tonsils removed 
recently. ... That big sigh of relief heard 
on the third floor recently came from Paul 
Henson who has finished his mid-semester 
exams at the University .. . Lucille 
Matthes has returned to work in the cafe- 
teria as evening cashier. ... Mrs. Stump 
has resigned recently. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Auburn 
Lena McLain, Correspondent 


We welcome Viola Little, who recently 
transferred from Brock. . . The Ice 
Cycles in Omaha attracted Thayer Morgan 
and Velda Gillespie. ... We congratulate 
LaVonne Hendrickson on the beautiful 
diamond ring she is wearing. 


Beatrice 


Bonnie Funkhouser and Mary Lou 
Thompson, Correspondents. 


We welcome to our portals Mable Wie- 
ting, who transferred here from Plymouth. 
. Due to Mrs. Moore’s illness, Marjorie 
Johns and Alice Cyriacks started their toll 
training without an instructor. We all 
hope Mrs. Moore will be back with us 
soon, because the girls are anxious to 
start their training. . .. We wonder who 
the girl was, that was working informa- 
tion and who was shouting madly, “In- 
formation! Information!’ only to find that 
part of her headset was lying in her lap. 
. Ella Pavlik is another one of the girls 
who joined the sparkler list. Congratula- 
tions, Ella! ... ‘‘California, here I come, 
but not back where I started from’’, says 
Naida Fanders. Sorry to see you leave 
Naida. We sure hope you have a swell 
trip, as we all know you will. ... Jean 


Money ISNT EVERYTHING- 


(OR is (7?) 


BY GROUCHO MARX 


HAT do you want to save up a lot 
of money for? You’ll never need 
the stuff. 

Why, just think of all the wonderful, 
wonderful things you can do without 
money. Things like—well, things like— 

On second thought, you’d better keep 
on saving, chum. Otherwise you’re 
licked. 

For instance, how are you ever going 
to build that Little Dream House, with- 


RRs 
out a trunk full of moolah? You think 
the carpenters are going to work free? 
Or the plumbers? Or the architects? 
Not those lads. They’ve been around. 
They’re no dopes. 


And how are you going to do that 
world-traveling you’ve always wanted 
to do? Maybe you think you can stoke 


your way across, or scrub decks. Well, 
that’s no good. I’ve tried it. It inter- 
feres with shipboard romances. 


So—you’d better keep on saving. 


Obviously the best way is by con- 
tinuing to buy U. S. Savings Bonds— 
through the Payroll Plan. 


They’re safe and sound. And you get 
four bucks back for every three you 
put in! 


SAVE THE EASY WAY...BUY YOUR BONDS THROUGH PAYROLL SAVINGS 


Owens writes us from California, that she 
will become Mrs. Robert Tubbs of San 
Francisco on February 14th. Could anyone 
think of a better Valentine?? ... We over- 
heard one of the girls, while on her re- 
lief, remark, ‘Peg count is worse than 
counting chickens’. That gal must have 
come from the farm. 


Dawson 


Frances Duryea spent a day in Lincoln 
visiting relatives. . . . Betty Nichols, who 
has been assisting Francis Duryea resigned 
to attend Peru State Teachers College 
second semester. Olive Smith is now help- 
ing us at the office. 

Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 

Recent Lincoln visitors have been Mar- 
jorie Meidelk, Matilda Alpers, Emilie 
Bleich, Alvera Free, Beryl Leslie, Lela 
Watson, Mary Melvin and Irene Smalldon. 

. Marion Thompson visited her sister 
in Manhattan, Kansas. . A general com- 
plaint around the office has been the sore 
and swollen arms, but as yet, no fatalities 
have been reported from the twenty em- 
ployees receiving their flu shots, however. 
.. . Four girls have been on our sick list 
this month, they are Helen DeBord, Mary 
Jackson, Wauneta Child and Lela Watson. 


Humboldt 
Mariella Wduliamson, Correspondent 
Rose Fankhauser and Mariella William=> 
son attended the Ice Cycles in Omah& 
January 18th. a 


Steinauer 


Fred Divis spent January 11th with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis. 
Mrs. Divis and son visited relatives in 
Wahoo January 18th and 19th. 


Sterling 


Esther Fritz visited her mother in Adams 
several days this month. 


Tecumseh 


Ellen Murphy, Correspondent. 

Nora Maines had her sister, Mrs. Wheel- 
er, visiting here several days. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Vic Buether of Longmont, ‘Colo., vis- 
ited Mrs. Buether’s mother, Goldie Thomp- 
son. . .. Ice Cycle fans from Tecumseh 
included Nora Maines, Leona Sargent, Jer- 
rie Murphy, the Fowlers and Merl Sher- 
man. ... There’s a rumor going around 
the office that Norma Marshall will be 
resigning soon to settle down to farm 
life with her tall, dark and handsome 
BF, but more about that next month. 


Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


We are glad to welcome Mrs. Adela 
Stehlik, formerly Adela McElroy, to the 
Traffic Department. ... Viola Knapp is 
the last to take a vacation and she is 
spending her two weeks at home. 


Western District 


Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Hasings 
Sarah Wright & Erma Keenan Correspondenis 


The waather man got his seasons mixed 
up a bit. Here it is January and robins 
are out singing, making the studying 
better for Velma Stamer and Marie 
Hammond who are new toll students. 
Mrs. Joy Bruckman and Charlotte Keller 
are beginning their TX training. Poor 
Miss Alldritt. A cheery welcome 
this time goes to Harrieta Saddler and 
LaVeta Kimminam, Elizabeth Calpron, 
Patricia Cheethairi, Darlene Huff and 
Norma Morris. . Those to whom we 
bid adieu are, Josephine Reining and 
Dixie Walker. All this lovely weather 
doesn’t dissuade Dixie from journeying 
to California. We sincerely hope you like 


b 


it, Dixie. We were sorry to see 
Maxine Barnhart return to her home 
town, Norfolk. She plans to become an 
operator there. To fill an empty 
chair, we welcome Gertrude Scheierman, 
who was transferred in from _ Sutton. 
; . A few lucky peopla from Hastings 
were able to see the Ice Follies in Omaha, 
such as Betty Bennett and Frieda Hoff- 
man. . ,. Dorothy Osterthun spent a 
wonderful week end at her home in Te- 
cumseh. How about it, Dot? . . . Donna- 
belle Budler and Wilma Hahle spent a 
recent week end in Hampton. which hap- 
pens to be the hometown of both, : 
Sarah Wright spent a week end in Ord. 
Les Stansberry attended a Union 
meeting in Lincoln the 19th and 20th of 
January. Francis Wright is looking 
forward to a nice trip to Denver, Colo- 
rado. .. . Garnet Buss is counting the 
davs until she will become ‘Mrs.”’ : 
Helen Hartman’s engagsment has been 
announced but she savs the wedding 
bells won’t be ringing for awhile. 
Aldean Thomsen will change her name to 
Mrs. Inman on February 26. That should 
account for the desperate try for time 
off. The best of Juck Aldean. ... Aryllis 
Beirow, Elaine Routh and Irene Knipfel 
were hostesses at a bridal shower in honor 
of Arelvn Kort who will become ‘Mrs.” 
the 2nd of Februarv. A lunch of ice 
cream cake, and coffee was served and 
everyone enjoved themselves. . . Also 
to become a “Mrs.” in February is Lor- 
raine Phillips. Lots of luck to both of 
vou. . .. Rogene Jones is thrilled with 
the new Laundro-Matt from her hubby. 
, . Marie Hammond and Lois Williams 
spent recent week ends at home, forget- 
ting to set the alarm clock and sleeping 
till noon. However. nothing like this could 
ever happen to Jacaueline Brooks who 
came to work on her dav off, She says, 
“Never again.” . Harriett Barnett 
hasn’t much time to he lonesome what 
with reading letters from and writing let- 
ters to a certain young man in Korea. 
Meta Rice had the misfortune of 
being run into by a motorcycle which 
attempted to ruin a week end out of 
town. The results—painfully skinned legs. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


We wish to welcome a new employe 
in the Plant Department, Hubert G. Fox, 
who began work January 13. ... The 
operators here r~ceived an _ enjoyable 
supply of boxed chocolates at Christmas 
time. together with two boxes of fresh 
California packed fruit. , . . Betty Beebe 
spent Christmas week in Oklahoma, visit- 
ing with friends. 

Polk 


Clara Anderson returned to work the 
latter part of January after spending a 
week in Rockford, Illinois, visiting her 
daughter. . Bethel King visited in Lin- 
coln on January 11, while Clara Ander- 
son shopped in that city on December 23. 


Stromsburg 

Although Christmas is over and _ for- 
gotten, mention should be made of the 
bountiful supply of candy which found 
its way to the Traffic Department here 
during the holiday scason. The operating 
force state they were the reecipients of 
thirty-five pounds of chocolates to- 
gether with individually wrapped gifts 
from the local beauty shop. 


Superior 
Virginia Fuller, Correspondent 

The Superior Traffic Department has 
two new girls taking toll training. They 
are Frances Meyer and Geraldeen Harrig. 
Jessie Van Trump is planning a week 

end trip to Hastings on January 18 _ . 
Marjorie Gaskill is happily awaiting the 
arrival of her boy friend who will spend 


the week end in Superior. He is attend- 
ing the University of Nebraska, ...A 
new addition to the lounge is a new 
Stromburg-Carlson radio. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Mr, Fred Adkins, Area Manager, at- 
tended the supervisor’s conference in Lin- 
coln on January 11. . Charles Salis- 
bury attended the Union meeting in 
Lincoln on January 17. ... Miss Gertrude 
Scheierman of the Traffic Department has 
been transferred to the Hastings Traffic 
Department. 

Waco 
Mrs. Axie Bouslough, Correspondent 

Cranberry merchants may be busy but 
they have nothing on the Waco operators, 
what with peg count, flu shots, and quar- 
terly bills, the month of January couldn’t 
be topped for cvents. ... Florence Roos 
had a birthday on the second of the 
month and threw a party for the gang. 

. . Burney Bouslough had a birthday 
the 8th and celebrated by serving waf- 
fles, his favorite food, so his Mom baked 
them fast and furious. . . . Both Burney 
and Mary Ann Pettee are practicing 
for a declamatory contest with the sad- 
dest readings you ever heard. Sniff- 
sniff!. . . . Chief Opcrator Axie Bous- 
lough’s favorite drink is coffee. but it 
wouldnt be perfect without the rich 
cream from farmerette Esther Obermiers 
cow. . . . Trouble shooter Dava Culbert- 
son is well known around this commun- 
ity for his genial personality. Since corn- 
pickers and corn shellers have become 
so numerous, a lot of lines have been se- 
vered by the transportation of these ma- 
chines from one location to another. One 
lady subscriber, in commenting on the 
poor line construction, suggested that 
Dave use one of his garters. How about it, 
Suggestion Dept., is this worth a prize? 
Good natured Dave is willing! 


York 


Artis Bowen, Correspondent 


All is quiet out York way after the hec- 

tic rush of the holidays. ; We have 
two new toll students, Bessie Schultz and 
Helen Garner with Wilhelmine Sanmann 
instructing. Speaking of Miss Garner, she 
Seemingly thinks there is a shortage of 
icicles this winter, Just the other day we 
heard her putting through a call to the 
Icicle Company, but she had better luck 
reaching the Van Sickle Glass & Paint 
Company. . . On the sick list is Luree 
McCarty who is in the hospital. We all 
miss her and hope she will be back with 
us soon. .,. The girls all Know when York 
will have fresh pork chops, The squeals 
of the doomed pigs are heard every Tues- 
day and Thursday through our traffic 
office windows. 


The voice of Mrs, Tula M. Glover, day 
operator at Bennet, is familiar to almost 
all residents of that community where 
she has devoted many years of efficient 
service. 
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Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the list of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The “News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 


Furnished with kitchenette. Must be 
available before March. Anyone know- 
ing of a vacancy please notify Terry 
Cassidy, Accounting Dept., Lincoln. Call 
extension 85, or 3-6797 after 5:30 P. M. 


Furnished with kitchenette. Please no- 
tify James Green, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, after 5:30 P. M. Telephone 2-4195. 
Expectant mother. 


Lost 


Bound volume of Lincoln Telephone 
News dated 1915 with John Ruppel im- 
printed on front cover. Finder please 
notify John Ruppel, service department, 
Nebraska City. 


Personal 


I wish to thank my friends in the Ac 
counting Department and those in other 
Departments who offered to share their 
living quarters with me for the 18 days 
I was unable to occupy my own after 
the fire December 31. 


Sincerely, 
Laura Sires. 


Additions To Library 

INE new fiction books have 

taken their places on the shelves 
of our employees’ library. They are 
“The Dark Wood,” by Christine 
Weston; “We Shook the Family 
Tree,” By Hildegarde Dolson; “B. 
F..s Daughter,” by John Marquand: 
“Lord Hornblower,” by C. S. For- 
ester; “Pavilion of Women,’ by 
Pearl S. Buck; “Lydia Bailey” by 
Kenneth Roberts; “Spoonhandle,” 
by Ruth Moore; “Blaze of Noon,” 
by Ernest K. Gann; and “The Walls 
of Jericho,” by Paul I. Wellman. 


The library is located in the 
General Office Building and is 
open to all employees. Many of 
the latest and most famous books, 
both fiction and non-fiction, can be 
found in its collection and everyone 
is invited to come in, look over the 
books, and check out any that inter: 
est them. 


The Supply Department 


(Continued from Page 2) 


the market. That somehow a suffi- 
cient amount was magically produced 
to complete the major undertakings 
of the past five years is the highest 
tribute to the folks who were ex- 
pected to perform the impossible— 


and did it. 


During 1946 a total of 12,947 or- 
ders passed through their hands, 
5,329 of these being placed with sup- 
pliers. The dollar value of material 
purchased and placed in the general 
materials stock was $741,281. Auto- 
mobile supplies accounted for $27,- 
077 more, while stationery and of- 
fice supplies cost $18,668. There are 
5,060 items carried in stock. 


To maintain a working stock and 
to have materials available when 
needed requires a generous amount 
which represented a figure 88 per- 
of intuition, for it is necessary to 
make and act upon a forecast of fu- 
ture demands. At present one may 
reasonably expect to secure an auto- 
mobile or a cable order from 10 to 
15 months after the order is placed. 
Paystations and telephones may ap- 
pear within 6 to 12 months, drop 
and copper line wire from 6 to 9 
months, telephone repair parts from 
4 to 8 months, and so on. 


The pulse of the business is taken 
through the annual inventory which 
is also one of the tasks of the supply 
department. Three employees 
worked for thirteen weeks to com- 


Scenes From the Hrock LCutover 


That ardent exponent of the shut- 
ter and lens, Harlan Gillespie of 
Beatrice, took the accompanying 
array of pictures during the recent 
dial conversion at Brock and 
thoughtfully sent them to the “News” 
for publication. His photography 


was done without the aid of artifi- 
cial light, so he tells us, and the re- 
sults are certainly a tribute to his 
ability with the camera. 

The upper group shows George 
Keith, Vaun Baum, Cecil Hutchison, 
Bill Husing, Jack Little and Glenn 
Oglesby who worked in the various 
capacities of installing 
the dial equipment, sta- 
tion equipment and ca- 
ble. At lower left is 
Clementine Thomas, sis- 
ter of Viola Little, for- 
mer chief operator- 
cashier, who placed the 
first call over the new 
dial service. Cecil Hut- 
chison and Vaun Baum, 
cable splicer’s helper 
and cable splicer, re- 
spectively, who per- 
formed the important 
work in connection with 
the cable splicing, ap- 
pear at lower right. 


pile the last one, taken on November 
1, 1946, which embraced stock and 
material totaling $708,600, and 
cent greater than that of the pre- 
vious year’s inventory. 


As currently organized, the de- 
partment is divided into four prin- 
cipal sections: the supply office 
force, about whom this story is writ- 
ten; the general repair shop; the 
warehouse and the motor vehicle 
shop or garage. Heading these 
groups are such familiar names and 
figures as “Bert’’ Huddleston, gen- 
eral storekeeper; Kent Eno, general 
shop foreman; “Russ” Rauch, ware- 
house foreman and Harry Smith, 
motor vehicle supervisor. The his- 
tory and activities of each section is 
a story within itself, and shall be 


covered, it is hoped, in future issues 
of the NEWS. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking 
State of Nebraska by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Employes Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation of Lincoln, Nebraska, at the close 
of business December 31, 1946. 


RESOURCES 
Loans to Membe?P............................ $ 63,984.83 
Federal, State and Municipal 
TROIS. ~ oie Rcagaviseseccpoundennetaedocdvcuauns 75,000.00 
Other Approved Investments........ 17,886.50 
Cash on Hand and Due from 
RBIS | ccewietiveaeeceusncci sh eosnacatenceen 23,801.14 


Other Resources (Interest & 
Dividend Earned, not 


COlIGCTOR) ~ cacieceisicteengycctioyacsoe 535.96 
EGE | scececacacGeneckddcactecctacesthcbaeeeeeteaee $181,208.43 
LIABILITIES 
Share Capital Paid In by 
DIGI DOTS: © nrecidiercecescorscnexsurcenscsgsianente $ 26,947.00 


Deposits of Members (Savings) 150,570.53 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 
CONTIN BETCICS): qcsersccteigicdetpireneied 2,477.02 


Undivided Proms: x..icusisieccnc, 616.24 
Other Liabilities (Special Re- 

serve $137.50, Interest Collected 

not Earned $460.14).........00.0000000...... 597.64 


STATE OF NEBRASKA lee 
County of Lancaster mes 


We, the President, the Secretary or 
Secretary-Treasurer, and a majority of 
the Supervisory Committee of the Lincoln 
Telephone Employes Co-operative Credit 
Association of Lincoln. Nebraska, do sgol- 
emnly swear that the foregoing statement 
of condition of the said association is 
true and correct to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, 


I. J. DEVOE 

H. W,. POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 
Supervisory Committee. 

F. E. BEHM, President. 

R. H. SPOHN, Secretary. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
8th day of January, 1947 


M W. FRANKLIN, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 2, 1948. 


x 


Stromsburg History 
(Continued from Page 3) 


preceded this one into town, for 
there is a record of a private line 
strung between the Bell and McCune 
elevator and the McCune home as 
far back as 1887, and another line 
connecting the hotel with the depot 
some time later, but these never ex- 
panded beyond their single termina- 
tion and were undoubtedly non- 
electrical telephones, using a taut 
wire for the transmission of speech 
with a magneto signaling device. 
Alexander Graham Bell had long 
before proved his patent rights and 
squelched the ambition of manufac- 
turers who attempted to make in- 
struments for transmitting speech by 
electrical current. 


The bringing of the electrical tele- 
phone and long distance service to 
Stromsburg was a project of the 
Nebraska Telephone Company 
(Bell) who set up their office and 
switchboard in the drug store and 
hired B. J. Sigler as their first oper- 
ator. Later the exchange was moved 
into what is now the “Headlight” 
office, the Sigler family occupying 
the rooms in the rear of the building. 


The Bell Company enjoyed a free 
rein in enlarging its Stromsburg sub- 
scribers’ list until 1902 when a fran- 
chise was granted the Goldenrod 
Telephone Company of Wahoo to 
build a competing exchange. By Jan- 
uary, 1903, the independent com- 
pany was ready to furnish service, 
and all the Bell subscribers, so the 
story goes, ordered their telephones 
disconnected. However the value of 
long distance connections asserted 
itself and the Bell exchange managed 
to weather the battle. By October 
1904 they had regained, or retained, 
nearly a hundred of their sub- 
scribers. 


The Polk County Telephone 
Company was organized in 1904 by 
local businessmen, who bought out 
the interests of the Goldenrod Com- 
pany. The Stromsburg Bell exchange 
was included in the purchase of the 
Nebraska Telephone Company’s 
South Platte properties by the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 


pany in 1912, and was immediately 
resold to the Polk County Company 
and the two warring exchanges were 
consolidated. 


The Stromsburg exchange, with its 
638 subscribers, became part of our 
organization in August 1916 when 
the Polk County properties were 
purchased. By the following year 
new telephones and equipment had 
been installed, the outside plant mod- 
ernized and the central office moved 
to the Wilson block, where it still 
remains. G. H. Presson, who was 
president of the local company stayed 


on as manager until 1924, being suc- 
ceeded by T. E. Longdon from 1924 
to 1928, Walter Rabb from 1928 to 
1934, Sterling Nelson from 1934 to 
1940 and Charles Olson since 1940. 


Present personnel of the exchange 
includes Edith I. Mattson, chief op- 
erator; Irene Lind, assistant chief 
operator; Beverly Ahlquist, Dorothy 
Lou Farris, Agnes M. Sundberg and 
Beatrice Sundberg, operators; L. C. 
“Smick” Williams, combinationman 
and Erika Headman, janitress. The 
exchange now serves 556 stations in 
Polk County, 207 of which are rural. 


Annual Report of the 


Employees’ Benefit Committee 


HE committee which administers the Plan for Employees’ Pensions, Dis- 


ability Benefits and Death Benefits has provided us with this interesting 


report of benefits paid during 1946. Comparative statistics for the years 


1944 and 1945 also are presented. 


PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES’ PENSIONS, DISABILITY BENEFITS 
AND DEATH BENEFITS 


Statistical Information Covering Years 1944, 1945 and 1946. 


Total -Number of Employees................. 


1944 1945 1946 


See Sat ie eaed ae suas 1159 E215 1387 


INO; Of ACCICEME CASES xcdcacccccsceascscisereoanduheeladcdeuentoceloi es 14 13 LF 
INO, GE SICKINC5S CASES oc cesccdscde sch caclceeccanesosln ace Sateen oe 93 106 96 
No. of accident cases per 100 employees.......0...0..00.000.... 1.2 1.1 1.2 
No. of sickness cases per 100 employees........................ 7.6 5.7 6.9 
No. of active employees died during year.......0000... 6 1 4 
INO. OF pensioners 1273 194 ccs cic sccsnccsctin estoneecciueceicacek 66 68 87 
Pensioners added during year... cece. 10 7 59 
Pensioners deceased during year.......00000..ooeecccee 4 3 3 
Pensioners returned to active service........00000000 ; ae 
INO: On Disability: PEMGUOR iicccascsiis ot occ eiichedticedeonts 5: 3 2 9) 
BENEFITS PAID 
1944 1945 1946 
SOLVICE PONGIONS 6. opeecedadieacineeuend: $29,476.34 $31,743.83 $48,786.29 
Disability Pensions: «ccc csasicin. 1,530.00 570.00 760.00 
PROCIOENE. DOHGTIES acces seen eer ccactene 5,810.18 11,563.62 5.186.88 
Sickness Benefits ..............000 cece. 17,331.56 16,746.44 28,924.47 
Death: Demers? creche eecti nation: 12,971.20 942.80 4,567.34 
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Mis. Sean kutan, Beatrice trathie 18a tirm 
dbeherer in the slogan “Cross Crossings 
Cautiously” and she was doing just that 
on one of our slippery days when her 
feet Jett the pavement and she sat 
abwn hard right in the micdlle oF 
the math street. Soan was so 
startled and oiscouraged that she 
just sat there» whilst the towns: 
people gathered ‘round, 


Weve heard the expresso, 
“TU kick your teeth ouk S” but 
hever heat of it being enacte! 

until the other day, when Bob 

Green got to roughing with his 
44 year old grandson ~ who 


place ‘Kicked one oF Bob's 
mcisors lhnto the chandelier: 


RZ” The novorious aplomb oF 
Howard Simith SUtered 2 rude 
— reversal in the Lincoln operatin 
Loom the other aby when he trip 
A, over huth Wether ingrons chai arid fell 
a Alat on tis Xace with 2 resounding 
Sse crash. 


* trene Swan, David City and Lyaa 
AegshaUser, Seward, Shared 2 hore! 
* roo during Kae chief operavors converence 
m Lincoln. Lydia had just purchased an 
exotic black gown and, oF course, couldyé 
resist trying 1€ on that mght, lrene 
declares she lost most of a MGh¥s sleep 
watching Lydia szunter back and 
forth in front of the full leng¥ 
Mirror op the door . 


a Hi x SSD 
REWARD 4, Satin lead Xo the ienvily 
of he new graudvather (in the southern Aish ick). 
went to visit his descendant and asked for the joe 
of rocking the little yellow lo sleep. When this was done 
he tiptoed into the dark bedroom to put the child to 
Led. He tigured he wouloné need 8 light for he knetd 
the arrangement’ of the Furniture ~ 80, holding hrs 
‘aber ies gh a piney Fak dodectaech strated how the cress looked without 2 
cS: ou Wve DEC, SIC IE Go-a. GW) OF 1 SESE dbelL, The hindesk remark heard from the. 
oh the rest. Someone had moved the be”, The Sdehced as PAL IE Pesca s gots 
story /s true, but the name of the culprit Saab ill bales cud dare the Henke nd aH 
| 18 StI 3 mystery. \ 
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This month marks the centennial birth date 


of Alexander Graham Bell. 


It also commemorates the 7Ist anniversary 
of the telephone, product of his inventive 


The fruits of his achievements daily enrich 
the lives of millions of persons throughout 
the world to whom he _ has truly given a 
new freedom of speech. 


We honor the memory of this great. man 
and noble pioneer, in whose footsteps has 
been lorged the progress of telephone com- 


L00th Birthday 


Alexander Graham Bell 


By JOE HARTLEY 
oe month, one hundred years 


ago, was born Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell, inventor of the telephone 
and one of the founders of the huge 
telephone system which still bears 
his name. The industry, on a world- 
wide basis, is uniting in observance 
of this important historical mile- 
stone. Although progress of science 
in our lifetime has shown incredible 
acceleration, it scarcely seems pos- 
sible that five-score years would be 
sufficient to permit a babe to grow 
to manhood, to gather and correlate 
the knowledge which would lead to 
his great discovery, then to establish 
and rear an industry which would 
grow to such gigantic proportions 
as ours. 
The strides taken by the industry 
can be most easily explained. The 
telephone fitted into the crying need 


of an expanding nation and for 
many, many years its growth was 
restricted to the pace of the manu- 
facturers in providing instruments 
and equipment. More than seventy 
years have been alloted for the de- 
velopment and progress of telephony, 
for Bell’s discovery was made when 
he was but twenty-eight years of 
age. Three years later the telephone 
was already well established in the 
east and had reached Nebraska. In 
1880 more than thirty thousand in- 
struments were in use in the United 
States. By 1882 the long distance 
network was being developed and 
successful connections made between 
Lincoln and Omaha. In 1890 more 
than two-hundred thousand _ tele- 
phones had been installed and_ six 
years later Lincoln was talking to 
Chicago. 

Most of Mr. Bell's patent rights 
expired in 1893 and permitted inde- 


pendent companies to enter the 
field. Under the stimulus of com- 
petition telephony surged ahead at 
increased pace. By 1900 the number 
of telephones in use approached the 
million mark and by 1910 had passed 
seven million. In 1915 the voice of 
Alexander Graham Bell spanned the 
continent. From Boston, the tele- 
phone's birthplace, he spoke to San 
Francisco, repeating the memorable 
words, “Mr. Watson, come here, | 
want you,” and Thomas Watson, his 
associate in the building of the first 
telephone instruments shouted back 
from across the nation, “TI heard you, 
Mr. Bell, I heard every word!” Thus 
the exact words of the first tele- 
phone conversation which, but 
thirty-nine years before, had been 
carried on between adjacent rooms 
in a Boston boarding house were 
now projected across the breadth of 
the land; and hardly less miraculous 
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Transmitter and receiver of the telephone exhibited by 


had been the strides in other func- 
tions of the industry. 

The principle of the telephone 
was discovered by accident, but it 
was a most amazing accident. Alex- 
ander Bell and Thomas Watson were 
working toward perfecting a “har- 
monic telegraph” on that June morn- 
ing in 1875. Young Watson was 
snapping the tuned springs of several 
of the instruments while Bell, in an 
adjoining room, was holding the re- 
ceiver to his ear testing the pitch 
of the tone which was being trans- 
mitted. One of the transmitter 
springs had stopped vibrating and 
Watson started to pluck it again. 
It didn’t start and he kept plucking 
it when suddenly he heard a shout 
from Bell in the other room, who 
came out with a rush, demanding, 
“What did you do then? Don’t touch 
anything.” It was very simple. The 
contact screw was screwed down so 
far that it made permanent contact 
with the spring, so that when the 
spring was snapped, the circuit re- 
mained unbroken while the 
strip of magnetized steel, 
by its vibration over the 
pole of its magnet was gen- 
erating an undulatory cur’ 
rent. When the wavering 
whine reached the ear of 
Mr. Bell, the curtain which 
had hidden one of nature’s 
greatest secrets was drawn 
aside for a moment. Briet 
and transitory as the 
glimpse into the mystery 
had been, it was enough— 
and the telephone was born 
in that fleeting period of 
time. Bell had long been 
in search of the secret’s 
elusive key, and he knew 
instantly that a current te 
which could reproduce the Ess 
complex vibrations in the 
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Desk Telephone 
Bell at the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition, 1876 of 1892 


also be made to duplicate the human 
voice. Youth though he was, he was 
perhaps the only man in the world 
of that day who could recognize the 
full import of that meager sound! 

What sort of genius did this man 
possess? Had he special powers, 
vision or perception that he should 
batter down the walls of a secret 
which had defied the sages of all 
history? The story of his ancestry, 
the clay from which he was moulded, 
and the shaping of his life during the 
formative years of boyhood has sel- 
dom been told. Perhaps therein lies 
the answer. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Mel- 
ville Bell, of 13 Hope Street, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, was born, on the 
third day of March, 1847, another 
child—a boy—who was named Alex- 
ander, for his father. The Bells were 
of the upper-middle class of society 
and at the head of the house was a 
man whose interests and livelihood 
evolved around the science and study 
of sound and who had lately invented 
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Model of the first telephone, made by Thomas Watson under 
Prof. Bell's direction and over which speech sounds were trans- 


twang of a spring could mitted in the summer of 1875. 
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Desk Telephone 


Telephone used in firsi 
of 1879 outdoor talks, 1876 


a remarkable system of symbols for 
depicting the action of the vocal 
organs in uttering sounds, which he 
called “Visible Speech.” 

Alexander Melville came quite 
naturally by his interest in acoustics 
and speech, for it was a family in- 
heritance. His father, Alexander 
Bell of London, was an elocutionist 
and a teacher of oratory. He had 
gone deeply into the mechanics of 
speech to discover means of correct- 
ing defective utterance. He charted 
the proper position of the vocal or- 
gans while forming correct speec 
and wrote text books on the subject. 
Among his pupils were included 
actors and clergymen. David Charles 
Bell, the oldest brother of Alexander 
Melville, also followed the profes- 
sion. 

Devoid of a middle name, young 
Alexander in his eleventh year chose 
one for himself, after that of one 
Alexander Graham, who was a friend 
of his father. He was the middle 
child of the family of three boys, 
Melville being two years 
older and Edward two 
years younger than Alex- 
ander. Both brothers died 
in Scotland before 1870. 
In one boyhood experi: 
ment, Melville and Alex- 
ander attempted the con: 
struction of a “talking 
automaton. The notion 
was to copy after Nature 
herself, and build a ma- 
chine to duplicate, as near- 
ly as possible, those parts 
of the human body which 
are used in producing 
speech. Alexander shaped 
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tongue while Melville com 
* pleted the lungs and 


larynx, in which = rubber 
bands substituted for vocal 


Alexander braham Bell 


(Continued from page 3) 


Wall hand 
Telephone Desk Telephone 
1876 of 1896 


cords. So successful was their ven- 
ture that they were able to make it 
say “Mama” so convincingly that a 
woman in an adjacent apartment 
made an hysterical search of the 
building for the child which she be- 


lieved was making the plaintive cries 
of distress. 


That Alexander Graham Bell 
should follow the bent of his an- 
cestors was a conclusion charted by 
environment and nature. He did. 
however, deviate from their line of 
study to apply himself particularly 
toward teaching the deaf to speak. 
He became, at an early age, a valu- 
able assistant to his father in dem- 
onstrating “visible speech.” He 
would be sent from the room while 
members of the audience would utter 
sounds which the elder Bell would 
transcribe onto the blackboard into 
symbols. Then the youngster would 
be called back onto the stage and 
asked to reproduce the sounds por- 
trayed by the symbols. When it is 
understood that these sounds were 
not of the ordinary vocal formation. 
but such as might be produced in 
the sawing of wood, it can be seen 
why the audience was sometimes 
astounded. At the age of fifteen 
young Alexander went to visit with 
his grandfather in London and re: 
mained with him for a year. It was 
during this period that he absorbed 
much of his ancestor’s enthusiasm 
for research. 

From his mother, Alexander in- 
herited strongly marked qualities 
which entered deeply into his char- 
acter and bore heavily in the shap- 
ing of his future. Her talent as an 
artist passed him by, but from her 


Wooden hand 
Desk Telephone telephone used 
of 1881 in 1877 


came a fineness of spirit which later 
caused him to devote his efforts and 
interests toward the service of hu- 
manity rather than to more lucrative 
pursuits. In the custom of the day 
she took personal charge of her sons’ 
education and not until Alexander 
was ten years old did he receive in- 


struction from anyone else. From 
her he gained that accurate and sen- 
sitive feeling for musical sounds 
which played so great a part in the 
discovery of the principle of the 
telephone, for she was a musician of 
high talent. She had been Eliza 
Grace Symonds, the daughter of a 
surgeon in the Royal Navy. 


Out of this background grew the 
man who, years later, was to press a 
harmonic telegraph receiver to his 
ear in a loft of a building on Court 
Street in Boston, and to hear a faint 
whine generated by a badly adjusted 
spring. To the everlasting benefit 
of mankind, he, and perhaps he 
alone, was equipped by knowledge 
and nature to translate that sound 
into its true, hidden meaning and to 
pursue that revelation to its glorious 
fruition. 


Milestones in T. elep bone H: istory 


March 3, i1847—Birth of Alexander Graham Bell. 


1876—First complete sentence transmitted by tele- 


phone. 


1876—First message by overhead line (2 miles, Boston 


to Providence.) 


1878—First telephone company in Nebraska. (Omaha) 


1879—Bell Telephone Company organized in Lincoln. 


1879—First telephones installed in Lincoln. 


1882—Lincoln telephones connected to long distance 
network, first call completed to Omaha. 


1896—First long distance connection, Lincoln to 


Chicago. 


1903-—-Lincoln Telephone Company organized. 


1904—First dial telephones installed in Lincoln. 


1912—Bell properties in South Platte territory pur- 
chased by Lincoln Telephone And Telegraph 
Company, Lincoln exchanges consolidated. 


1915—First transcontinental call, Boston to San Fran- 


C1SCO: 


1922—-First ship to shore conversation. 


1927—First transoceanic conversation. 


1935—First telephone conversation around the world. 


1941—Laying of transcontinental underground toll 


cable. 


1946—First demonstration radiotelephone in Lincoln. 
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Mary Turner Retires 

RS. MARY TURNER, who for 

many years has served as assist- 
ant-matron of the Lincoln cafeteria 
and presided at the noon-day steam 
table, retired OM. preps 
March 1. Her ae 
absence has been a 
particularly no- 
time patrons of 
ticed by the long- 
the cafeteria, 
who, through 
the years that 
Mrs. Turner has 
been catering to 
their appetites, have been able to 
select their meals by their own pe- 
culiar gestures, nods or facial con- 
tortions, but now find it necessary 
to voice their desires in coherent 
language. Charles Peachman, whose 
articulate finger has been doing his 
ordering for years, suddenly found 
that he could no longer pronounce 


‘potatoes.’ 


Mary Turner 


Mrs. Turner first came to the 
cafeteria in October, 1930, and in 
the more than sixteen intervening 
years, her able performance and 
pleasant personality have played a 
creat part in gaining for that de- 
partment its present popularity. 
Though her plans for the future are 
indefinite, she will continue to make 
her home in the city. She is a mem- 
ber of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter, Independent Telephone Pioneers 


Association. 


Dial Conversion at Johnson 
HE FIFTH dial conversion in the 


Company's post-war program 
took place on February 25, when 
subscribers at the Johnson exchange 
began receiving service over the 
newly installed dial system. As usual 
following a cutover, the equipment 
was operated at near capacity for 
some time, as many rural and town 
subscribers used their telephones to 
try out the new service. Prior to 
the conversion, extensive construc: 


tion work under the direction of 


Foremen Vernon Simpson and G. A. 


Foster was undertaken. This work 
was started last fall and completed 
at a cost of about $23,000.00. New 
dial telephones also were installed 
for all subscribers by a special crew 
headed by Harlan Gillespie. New 
dial switching equipment of the most 
efficient and up-to-date type was 
placed in an addition to the Casey 
Building, erected for this purpose. 
This installation work was done by 
George Keith and Ed Dulin. The 
cable splicing was cone by Cliff 
Artz and Bill Huddleston. 


Mrs. Irene Ray, the former chief 
operator at Johnson, resigned several 
months ago in order to join her hus- 
band, Ted Ray, chief clerk in Bea- 
trice, following his return from serv- 
ice in the Navy. Her mother, Mrs. 
Mary A. Houghton, assumed the 
duties of chief operator temporarily 
pending the conversion of the ex- 
change. Connections for long dis- 
tance, information, service depart- 
ment, and other calls to the tele- 
phone office will be handled at 
Auburn. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
HE following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association during 
the month of February: 


Primary members: Clarabelle E. 
Schroll, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, $48.00; G. W. Jahn, Account- 
ing Department, $86.70; M. M. 
Mouden, Osceola Plant Department, 
$36.25. 


Dependents: Donald Studier, Lin- 
coln, $43.12; Mrs. Charles Dicken- 
man, Beatrice, $103.13; Mary Walk- 
er, Hastings, $33.75; Jack Baxter, 
Lincoln, $5.63. 


Officers and mem- 
bers of the executive 
committee of the Pio- 
neers chapter pose 
with Mr. Garland B. 
Foscue, executive 
vice - president and 
past president of the 
Independent Tele-- 
phone Pioneers Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Foscue is 
second from left in 
the front row. 
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Pioneer Activities Discussed 
RECENT Lincoln visitor was 
Mr. Garland B. Foscue, execu- 
tive vice-president and past presi- 
dent of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association, who made the 
journey from the national headquar- 
ters at Wilmette, Illinois, to bring to 
the officers and executive commit- 
tee of the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
the program and plans of the na- 
tional body, and to explain some of 
the reasons which have necessitated 
an increase in annual dues from two 
to three dollars. 

An important change has been 
made this year in the management 
of the parent association, brought 
about by the resignation of J. K. 
Johnston as secretary-treasurer and 
Miss Julia Harmon, as his assistant. 
While Mr. Johnston retains his post 
as secretary, he has withdrawn from 
active guidance of the group. The 
replacement of his services, together 
with the general increase in the cost 
of doing business in these times have 
left no choice but to raise the mem- 
bership dues to their former amount 
of three dollars per year. 

The conference, which began at 
ten and closed at three was especially 
fruitful. The arrangements were 
under the direction of J. Pugsley, 
President, and George Walroth, 
Vice-President. Dinner guests in- 
cluded Mr. Agee, Past National 
President, and F. M. Strasser and 
M. M. Hale, Past Chapter Presidents. 
Mr. Pugsley announced that Joe 
Hartley had found it necessary to 
relinquish his duties as Chapter 
Secretary, and that Otto Nelsen had 
been appointed to serve in that 
capacity for the balance of the term. 
The Executive Committee confirmed 
the appointment. 


JUGGESTION 


A. B. Smith 
Lincoln 


Marie Vidlock 
Lincoln 


Ivan Haith 
Seward 


Annetta Griess 
Lincoln 


Fred Adkins 
Sutton Hastings 


O. F. Buck 


fNHE NEW Employees Suggestion 

Plan really hit the jack pot this 
time with no less than twelve em- 
ployees coming through with fine 
ideas for which they were presented 
awards. 


The suggestions ranged over a 
variety of subjects. Seven were on 
the theme of better methods and in- 
cluded a time saving step in stamp- 
ing bills for discount. doing away 
with pasting toll bills to subscribers’ 
statements, the use of miner’s head 
lamps for cable splicers, a rearrange- 
ment of operators’ headset cords. 
mounting drop wire reels to turn at 


Eunice Carlson 


R Wind 
Lincoln “* ae 


Lincoln 


Jay Pugsley 


Lincoln Seward 


E. O. Wait 
Tecumseh 


A. B. Gorman 
Lincoln 


an angle on trucks, installation of 
exhaust pipes in unattended dial of- 
fices for emergency generators, and 
the adoption of a mechanical lift for 
portable hole diggers. On the subject 
of employee health and advancement 
were suggestions that each operator 
be furnished her own pencil at the 
switchboard and that more em- 
ployees be permitted to attend tele- 
phone conventions. Other ideas con- 
cerned the remodeling of the general 
office building to utilize the open 
court, the provision of check writing 
facilities after office hours in the 
Lincoln lobby and the prohibition of 
smoking in unattended dial offices. 
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Lydia Kriegshauser 


Unadilla Properties 


Purchased 
f Ne PURCHASE of the proper- 
ties of the Unadilla Union Tele- 
phone Company at Unadilla last 
month brings the total exchanges 
operated by our Company to 122. 
The exchange is located in a rich 
agricultural area near Syracuse, and 
at the present time serves 218 sub- 
scribers; 61 of which are town and 
157 are rural. The exchange has be- 
come part of the Nebraska City area, 
of which R. H. Ojers is area man- 
ager. The maintenance and super- 
vision of the newly acquired prop- 
ety will be under the direction of 
E. A. Ernst, manager at Syracuse. 
Mrs. Delva Butler, chief operator at 
Unadilla, will continue in that ca- 
pacity. 


The Company plans to undertake 
extensive repair work and additions 
to the operating facilities at Unadilla 
as soon as material and man power 
conditions will permit. Heretofore, 
the service has been partly grounded 
and partly metallic. As soon as it is 
possible to do so, all of the service 
will be placed on a metallic basis, 
which will materially improve the 
transmission quality, particularly in 
areas where power lines are located. 
The exchange will eventually be 
converted to dial operation. 


Telephone service at Unadilla 
originally was furnished through 
two companies known as the North- 
ern Mutual Telephone Company and 
the Southern Union Telephone Com- 
pany. In 1905 the properties were 
consolidated under the name of the 
Unadilla Union Telephone Company 
and has operated as such until the 
date of the recent purchase. 

The new exchange is a fine addi- 
tion to our properties and further 
rounds out the service area in which 
we operate. The Company looks 
forward to a continued favorable 
growth in the exchange which also 
will be reflected in better service for 
all subscribers. 


he first telephone in the White 
House at Washington was installed 
in 1880, during the presidency of 


Rutherford B. Hayes. 


Spencer Park Project 


Completed at Hastings 


6 Nes COMPLETION of the Spen- 
cer Park project at Hastings last 
month will provide better telephone 
facilities for the 850 families which 
occupy this district. Heretofore, the 
lack of cable and other facilities has 
necessitated a limited service through 
the use of pay stations placed at 
various locations throughout this 115 
acre area. Subscribers are now being 
furnished with multi-party service in 


their homes or places of business with 


the ultimate prospect of receiving in- 
dividual or two party line service as 
soon as necessary materials and 
equipment become available. The 
area now serves 230 subscribers. 

The Spencer Park addition was 
created through wartime housing ne- 
cessities. It is located southeast of 
Hastings near the Naval Ammunti- 
tion Depot and originally housed 
personnel engaged in Naval Ord- 
nance work. 

Hastings is one of the major ex- 
changes scheduled for dial operation 
on the immediate program. Plans 
are under way to erect a new €x- 
change building and to expand fa- 
cilities in order to meet the growing 
demand for service. Since 1940 the 
number of telephones served at Has- 
tings has increased over 50% but 
additions to the switchboard have 
not been possible. The resulting 
congestion leaves much to be desired 
in the standard of service we are 
able to furnish. There 1s a pressing 
need, therefore, for a new and ade- 
quate telephone system. 


An Appreciative Letter 
From Maude Davis 
MBS: MAUDE C. DAVIS, who 


retired last September from her 
position as chief operator at Pickrell 
addressed the following letter to 
Guy O. Seaton, personnel director: 
“T am sorry to have been so long 
in writing to you and expressing my 
appreciation to the Company for the 
beautiful clock and service pin, and 
to you for your kindness in sending 
them to me. They will both remind 
me of many pleasant years spent in 
working for such a fine Company 
and a grand group of employees. 


“T have been visiting for the past 
five weeks with my son and his 
family in Los Angeles, which ex- 
plains my delay in writing you. 
Again thanking you and wishing the 
best for the Company and its people, 
T am, 

Yours truly, 


Maude C. Davis.” 


Since her retirement Mrs. Davis 
has been making her home at 610 
Chepeta Ave., Grand Junction, Colo- 
rado, and since she left immediately 
upon relinquishing her duties at 
Pickrell, she was unable to attend the 
party given for retiring employees 
last September, at which electric 
clocks were presented to the honored 
guests by the management. 


——__—___ 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the Ist of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘‘News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 


Furnished with kitchenette. Anyone 
knowing of a vacancy please notify Terry 
Cassidy, Accounting Dept., Lincoln. Call 
extension 85, or 3-6797 after 5:30 P. M. 


Lost 


Bound volume of Lincoln Telephone 
News dated 1915 with John Ruppel im- 
printed on front cover. Finder please 
notify John Ruppel, service department, 
Nebraska City. 


Members of our fast step- 
ping and attractive girls’ 
volleyball team with Coach 
Harold Brady. As we go to 
press the girls are tied for 
league leadership with 13 
won and one lost. Left to 
right, back row, Jean Smith, 
June Johnsen, Hywannah 
Robinson, Gladys Holscher, 
Evelyn Vinkenberg and 
Dorothy Adkisson. Front 
row, Elaine Scovell, Arlene 
Zabel, assistant captain, Mil- 
dred Eilers, Linda Bartels, 
Lorraine Williams and Ma 
rie Adkisson, captain. 


Girls’ Volleyball Team 
OMETHING new in employee 
activities was inaugurated this 
year when a girls’ volleyball team, 
playing under Company colors, was 
entered in the newly formed City 
Industrial League. The league it- 
self is an innovation in girls’ recrea- 
tional circles, and is being operated 
as a sort of national testing case, with 
the thought that, should it catch 
the popular fancy here in Lincoln, 
its counterpart will be instituted in 
other cities next year. 


A sprinkling of veterans from the 
softball team form the nucleus of 
the volleyball group with Marie 
Adkisson serving as captain and Ar- 
lene Zabel as assistant. Typical of 
their prowess in other lines of ath- 
letic endeavor, our girls are a power 
in the league, and currently are tied 
for the leadership with a record of 
thirteen games won and one lost. 


Harold Brady, of the printing 
service department acts as coach and 
manager. The erstwhile M. P. knows 
the rules forward and backward and 
most of the finer points of the game. 
It is a moot question whether the 
team’s impressive record has been 
buift up through his skill as a tutor 
or by the fact that he has yet to lose 
an argument. 


The girls have been provided with 
new and natty uniforms which were 
designed, we suppose, to allow free- 
dom of movement and which, in the 
most conservative manner of speak- 
ing, add a great deal to the landscape 
ot a volleyball court. 


Company Files Application For 
Hate Increases 


N FEBRUARY 21, the Company 
filed an application with The 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 
for a general increase for main sta- 
tion service in exchange rates in all 
exchanges. The application also pro- 
poses increases in certain supple- 
mental services and in the schedule 
for service connection charges. The 
Prompt payment discount will be 
eliminated and a uniform practice 
of providing extended exchange 
service will be established under the 
terms of the filing. The date on 
which the new rates would become 
effective will depend upon action 
taken by the Nebraska State Rail- 
way Commission. The additional 
revenues, however, are needed at the 
earliest possible time. 


_ This application represents the 
first filing for general rate increases 
since 1919. Since that time, however, 
a number of rates for individual ex- 
changes have been changed. In 1942 
the Company was granted an ad- 
Justment in rates in 84 of our 121 
exchanges. The principal purpose of 
this adjustment was to equalize the 
rate structure to eliminate inequali- 
ties which then existed, and to in- 


crease revenues to SOme extent. 


The rapid rise in the costs of op’ 
erations has posed a problem for the 
entire telephone industry, and in 
recent months many companies have 
found it necessary to apply for rate 
adjustments. The Northwestern Bell 
Company was granted a general rate 
Increase in South Dakota the latter 
part of December, 1946, and last 
month filed a similar petition with 
the Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission. The Bell Company and our 
Company operate about 70% of the 
telephones in Nebraska and if the 
Commission approves the respective 
appications, the rates for the two 
companies would be approximately 
equalized in exchanzes of compar- 
able size. This subject is discussed 
in greater detail in another article 
in this issue. 

The necessity for this application 
on the part of the Company resulted 


from the greatly increased costs of 
operating. Practically everything 
necessary to provide telephone 
service has greatly increased during 
recent years. The Company’s appli- 
cation points out that material costs 
since 1940 have gone up about 35% 
on the average. Many important 
items used in large quantities, how- 
ever, have increased to a greater 
degree. For example, copper wire 
has gone up 65%, iron wire 60%, 
poles 60%, dial switching equipment 
53%, passenger automobiles 50%, 
and drop wire 84%. Pavrolls since 
1940 have more than doubled. This 
labor cost, which represents 60% of 
our total expense, has increased 
23% since that date. Althouch we 
are serving more telephones now than 
ever before, the labor costs for each 
telephone in service rose from $18.50 
in 1940 to $31.90 in 1946. Our 1946 
payroll was actually more than all 
of the money we took in durine 
1940. Labor costs for 1946 increased 
$469,093.00 over 1945. This in- 
crease, however, was effective April 
21, 1946. On an annual basis, the 
increase would be approximately 
$663,861.00 which the Company 
would have been unable to pay from 
its operating income without show- 
ing a loss for the year. Taxes which 
represent another principal item of 
expense increased 67.64% from 1940 
to 1946, 

During the war and in the period 


Safety Pup Says— 


THE VICTIM 
SEES 
sa FUNNY 
HORSEPLAY 


following, we have been handicapped 
by not being able to obtain enough 
equipment and materials to meet 
service demands and to make neces- 
sary improvements. The supply situ- 
ation is improving and _ increasinz 
progress is being made. In spite of 
a record installation of 24,000 tele- 
phones during 1946, however, our 
waiting list during the year actually 
increased. Much work is required 
in order to sufficiently extend and 
improve our operating facilities. This 
program will involve the expenditure 
of about $5,000,000.00 during the 
next three years. All of this of 
course must be done in the face of 
greatly increased costs in both labor 
and materials. 


The Company has devoted much 
study to the problem of making both 
ends meet. Although revenues are 
the greatest in the Company’s history, 
they have not kept pace with the 
constantly mounting cost of doing 
business. The continued successful 
Operation of the company is de- 
pendent upon an income which is 
adequate to meet the cost of pro- 
viding service. The capital necessary 
to carry on our program of expan- 
sion and improvement will be at- 
tracted only if adequate earnings 
are received. 

Under these circumstances, the 
Company had no recourse but to 
apply for a general increase in rates. 
This is one of the most vital and far 
reaching projects in which the Com- 
pany has ever engaged. It is of 
course important that the public be 
fully informed of our position and 
the reasons which made the appli- 
cation necessary. Employees can 
take an important part in this phase 
of the program. In order that all 
may be fully informed, a booklet 
explaining the various phases of our 
proposed adjustment has been pre- 
pared and distributed in all ex- 
changes. Many questions which the 
public would be likely to ask are 
explained in this booklet. It will be 
most helpful if all employees will 
become fully informed in order that 
accurate and understandable answers 
may be given. If additional infor- 
mation is needed, you are urged to 
make that fact known to your super: 
visor. 
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Equalized Rates 


HE RATES of our Company and 
those of the Northwestern Bell 
Company will be brought into ap- 
proximate agreement in exchanges 
of comparable size, if the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission approves 
the respective applications of these 
Companies for rate adjustments. 
Such an agreement in rate schedules 
has long been considered desirable 
and is eminently justified since the 
services rendered by both are of 
comparable quality. 

Similar rate structures, however, 
will not mean that the revenues of 
the two Companies will be on the 
same basis. The reasons for this be- 
come clear with a little thought. 

Exchange rates are higher and 
toll revenues greater in larger ex- 
changes. The Bell Company serves 
a greater proportion of larger ex- 
changes than our Company. We 
also serve more than three times the 
percentage of rural subscribers, the 
rates for which are in the lowest 
category, than the Bell Company. 
79% of our exchanges are in the 
0-500 station group compared with 
60% for the Bell Company. 

The largest respective exchanges 
and, by the same token, the greatest 
revenue producing centers of the 
two Companies are Omaha and Lin- 
coln. Omaha is also larger and more 
industrialized than Lincoln which 
means that larger per station reve- 
nues, both exchange and toll, are 
realized. Omaha serves 63% of all 
the Northwestern Bell telephones in 
Nebraska compared with 41% of our 
total stations served at Lincoln. 


During 1946 the revenue per sta- 
ticn for the Northwestern Bell Com- 
pany in Nebraska was $74.57 com- 
pared with $55.56 for our Company. 
The difference is $19.01. The new 
cxchange rate schedule, if approved, 
would tend to bring per station ex- 
change revenues closer together but 
vould not equalize them. Toll rates 
vill not be affected. Consequently 
the same relative difference in reve- 
nue from this source will still exist. 
Bell toll revenues in Nebraska for 
1946 were $9.19 per station greater 
than those for our Company. 

Seventy percent of Nebraska Tele- 
phone subscribers are served by these 
two Companies. The application of 
uniform rate structures for compar- 
able exchanges is therefore both 
equitable and desirable. It is unfor- 
tunate that differences in territorial 
and operational conditions create in- 
equalities in revenue. 


Our Front Cover 
HE historic scene which is of 
such profound import to the 
world, and particularly to those of 
us engaged in the telephone indus- 
try, represented on our front cover 
for this Bell Centennial issue, was 
portrayed in a drawing by our ver- 
satile and accomplished man of art, 
Mr. Joe Hartley. The work was done 
in what Joe calls the pastel process 
which consists of applying a special 
chalk to the board and then rubbing 
it to bring out the desired shading 
effect. We think is is an effort 
worthy of Joe’s fine artistic talents 
and take especial pride in present- 
ing it. 

The scene depicts the most famous 
of incidents relating to the invention 
of the telephone. It took place on 
March 10, 1876, nine months after 
Bell had discovered the principle of 
producing sounds by means of an 
undulating current of electricity. 
Watson and Bell had made several 
telephones embodying this principle 
with little success and on this eve- 
ning they were working in two 
rented rooms at No. 5, Exeter Place, 
Boston. Watson in one of the rooms 
was testing a new model when he 
was startled to hear coming from the 
instrument the words, “Mr. Watson, 


Q lo. 
aff 9 He 


come here, I want you.” At that 
Watson jumped up from his chair, 
rushed into the next room shouting, 
“IT heard you, Mr. Bell, I heard 


every word!” 


words were distinguishable. 


Prompt Action 


Saves Fire Damage 
HE following item appeared in 
the Wilber Republican on Feb- 
ruary 7. ... “Card of Thanks. We 
express our sincere thanks to the Wil- 
ber Fire Depart- 
ment, to the tele- 
phone operator, 
Miss Aden, to 
Frank and Anna 
Havlovic for call- 
ing Miss Aden 
and telling her 
to call our neigh- 
boring lines of 
Wilber and De- 
Witt, and to all our neighbors and 
friends who responded so promptly 
and faithfully when the call was 
given and came to help save our 
home from fire. Thanks again to all 
. Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Tyser.” 
Back of the sentiments as ex- 
pressed by Mr. and Mrs. Tyser was 
the often enacted scene of fire 
breaking out in their farm home and 
only through the timely arrival of 
help summoned by telephone was 
their home saved from the flames. 


Anna Aden 


The Tysers live six miles south- 
west of Wilber, and at 11:30 in the 
morning of January 30th fire was dis- 
covered issuing from around the 
chimney of their farm home. They 
made a hurried call to their neigh’ 
bors, the Havlovics, who in turn 
notified Anna Aden, Wilber chief 
operator, of the emergency. Through 
her the Wilber fire department was 
summoned, then line calls were made 
to neighbors on both the DeWitt 
and Wilber exchanges. Their prompt 
arrival contined the fire to the chim: 
ney and it was extinguished before 
extensive damage was done. 


Barbara Benson 
Chief Operator 
Sterling 


Jessie Van Trump 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Superior 


Accounting 


Lydia Schneider, typist, service, Lincoln, 
to machine operator, Accounting. 


Traffic 
Verda Abner, A&L operator to NAG@L 


operator, Beatrice. 

Dorothy Adkisson, L operator to desk 
operator, Lincoln. 

Dean Bennett, NA&L operator to AL 
operator, Auburn. 

Barbara Benson, evening chief operator 
to chief operator, Sterling. 

Minnie Christline, A€&L operator to 
NA€L operator, Sterling. 

Darlene Clausen, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Beatrice. 

Esther Fritz, NA&L operator to evening 
chief operator, Sterling. 


, Jransfors, 


Helen Garner, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 

Lois Harper, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Helen Hartman, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Geoldean Harrig, A operator to AL 
operator, Superior. 

Patricia Jurgensmeier, A operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 

Charlotte Keller, A operator to A&L 
operator. Hastings 

Adelaide Kinard, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Nora Maines, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Tecumseh. 

Frances Meyer, A operator to A&@L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Gladys Neugebauer, A€L operator to 
NA&L operator, Auburn. 

Jo Ann Redinger, A operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 

Jean Rutan, A operator to A&L operator, 
Beatrice. 

Bessie Schultz, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 

Betty Slyskal, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 

Adela Stehlik, A€&’L operator to evening 
chief operator, Wilber. 

Lulubelle Stansberry, A operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 

Jessie Van Trump, A&L operator to as- 
sistant chief operator, Superior. 


Alex Noyes Dies 
In California 
LEX NOYES, who retired as 


+* combinationman at Seward in 
April, 1934, and has since made his 
home in Los Angeles, died in that 
city on February 7, from a heart at- 
tack, at the age of seventy-three. His 
passing erases another contact with 
the pioneer days of Nebraska tele- 
phony, for Alex embarked on his 
telephone career upon his return 
from the Spanish-American war in 
1899. As a member of the construc’ 
tion department of the Nebraska 
Telephone Company working out of 
Omaha, he helped to build many of 
the lines in this section of the coun- 
try. On July 1, 1912, he was ap- 
pointed manager of the Tamora ex- 
change, and continued in this posi- 
tion until July, 1918, when he en- 


listed in the signal corps in the war 
against Germany. His first enlist- 
ment had been as a cavalryman in 
Troop K, of Grigsby’s Rough Riders. 

On his return from the second tour 
of combat, he entered the plant de- 
partment at Seward, remaining there 
until his retirement, thirteen years 
ago, with a record of thirty-five 
years of service. 


How We Stand 


Held Orders 3-1-47..........0..... 1,043 
Net Station Gain 
Since January 1, 1947 


Central. Disteict. scccsesti en aiccs 546 
Eastern District ..............2..... 224 
SOuUENeT. DIStFICl <.ccwiiinscccdecs 
Western District .........0.......... | 
Total net. Ga itisiisclvienxtinans L310 
Total stations in 

service 2-28-47 .................. 85,921 


JouURNEY'S END 


MRS. MARY HASSLER, mother 
of Wm. Hassler of the Lincoln 
Service Department, died at her 
home in Plattsmouth February 12. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Evangelical Church in  Platts- 
mouth February 15. 


MRS. LOUISE ADKINS, mother 
of Fred Adkins, Area Manager at 
Sutton, passed away Monday, 
January 27. Funeral services were 
held in Harvard on January 29. 


LAWRENCE BETHSCHEIDER, 
brother of Margaret, Mary and 
Regina Bethscheider, employees at 
Hebron, passed away January 24. 
Funeral services were held in He- 
bron, January 28. 


MRS. MARGARET SHOEMAK- 
ER, mother of Josie Shoemaker, 
operator at Nebraska City, passed 
away February Ist at St. Marys 
Hospital in Nebraska City. Fu- 
neral services were held at the 
Baptist Parsonage. 


MRS. AMELIA SCHOUBORG, 
wife of Robert I. Schouborg, for- 
mer Beatrice Plant Department 
employee until pensioned in No- 
vember, died at Holdrege January 
28. Funeral services were held 
February 1 at Holdrege. 


MR. ARTHUR G. ROLAND, 
father of J. Howard Roland of the 
Beatrice Plant Department, passed 
away February 2. Funeral services 
were held at Harmon's Mortuary 
in Beatrice on February 5. 


MRS. VIOLA VARNER, mother of 
Mrs. Ruth Compton of the Has- 
tings Traffic Department, passed 
away suddenly at her home in 
Hastings on February 26. Funeral 
services were held March 1, at 
Stuart, Iowa. 


MRS. MARY ABRAMS, mother of 
Joe Abrams, Wire Chief at Platts- 
mouth, died March 2 at Dorches- 
ter. Funeral services were held at 
the Methodist Church at Dothee 
ter on March 4 


Lula Kloepper 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Elsie M. Anderson 
Lincoln 
30 Years 
Forty-Four Years 


Frank H. Woods, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
W. C. Lant, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Six Years 


Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Orrin L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Paul A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
John Ruppel, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-One Years 
George P. Barney, Henry G. Peach- 
man, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Elsie M. Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Lovell G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Harry S. Knudson, Leroy W. Winscot, 
Lincoln; Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Fred J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Dorothy E. Lefler, Lincoln; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Lula Kloepper, Lincoln; Marguerite B. 
Lockhart, Syracuse; Leslie C: W illiams, 


Stromsburg. 

Twenty-Four Years 

Harlan W. Cane, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 

Dewey D. Eckles, Nelson. 
Twenty-One Years 

Dell C..Gilmore, Lincoln. 

Twenty Years 


Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln. 


Marguerite B. 
Lockhart, Syracuse 
25 Years 


Leslie C. Williams 
Stromsburg 
25 Years 


Nineteen Years 
Howard W. Stroup, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years. 


Paul J. Guelker, Paul A. Wilkinson, 
Lincoln; Mollie M. McKnight, Table 
Rock. 


Seventeen Years 


Alice M. Peters, Friend: Madeline 
Troudt, Superior. 


Sixteen Years 


Irene E. Lind, Stromsburg. 


Fifteen Years 
Elvin O. Wait, Tecumseh. 


Fourteen Years 


Ruth Maier, Louisville. 


Thirteen Years 


Ethel Armstrong, Ashland; Walton 
Grant, John Roland, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 


Helen Boldt, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Juanita M. Schleif, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Frances Harmon, Lincoln. 
Six Years 


Dorothea Heckman, Friend; LeRoy C. 
Reid, Lincoln. 


ee 


N eastern telephone company put 

its new employee to work as 
collector of coins in pay-telephones 
For two weeks after he got the job, 
he failed to appear at the office. 
Then one day he walked in non- 
chalantly and said he had lost his 
key to the coin boxes. 

“Where have you been?” stormed 
the manager. ““The cashier has b en 
holding your salary for you.” 

“What!” exclaimed the amazed 
neophyte, “do I get a salary, too?” 
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Mina Jorgensen Elvin O. Wait 


Lincoln Tecumseh 
20 Years 15 Years 


Recipe of the Month 
UR RECIPE 
for. thas 
month is really 
a super - duper, 
and comes from 
Mary Beaty of 
the Wahoo Traf- 
fic Department, 
whom the Wa- 
if hoo employees 
— describe as “Our 
official best cook 
of the bunch.” The recipe goes = 
the name of Crimp Cake and he 


it 1S: 


Mary Beaty 


Crimp Cake 
14 lb. Hydrox Cookies (crumbed or 


chocolate sandwich cookies) 
Ege Whites 
Pint Whipping Cream 
Thbls. Knox Gelatine 
4 Cup Cold Water—!4 Cup Hot 

Water 
Salt 

1 Cup Sugar 

Cup Chopped Nuts 

Cup Crushed Chocolates 
Butterbrickle, or toffee if available 

14 Tsp. Vanilla 

Whip cream and place in ice box. Dis- 
solve gelatin in cold water and let stand 
until thick. 

Roll cookies into fine crumbs, add salt 
to egg whites and beat until stiff. Then 
add sugar, whipped cream and nuts. Now 
add the warm water to the gelatin and 
stir until smooth, then add slowly to egg 
white mixture. - 

Put layer of chocolate crumbs in bot- 
tom of pan, then spread egg white and 
cream mixture. Put remainder of crumbs 
and crushed toffee on top and chill in ice 
box over night. Serves 6 or 8. 

The crushed toffee may be omitted. 
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Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
Eastern District Office 


We wish to welcome Ruth Mays, the new 
secretary in the District Office, who comes 
to us from Wahoo ... Mr. Keckler is a 
busy man these days showing motion pic- 
tures to the different exchanges in the 
Eastern District. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


This “in between seasons’ makes 
somewhat of a lull in news. Since 
the holiday rush people seem -to be 
hibernating until the “spring thaw.’ We 
thought spring was just around the corner 
but from the looks of things today we are 
in for another seige of scooping and wad- 
ing, Even the conversations are uninterest- 
ing. The main subjects are the weather 
and the income tax question. . . All the 
“vim and vigor’ in the exchange seems 
to be in the Traffic Department where 
there never is a dull moment... Recent 
Lincoln visitors were Margaret Cornell, 
Leola Heins (who came home with a fur 
coat) Doris and Betty Northway. Miss Sey- 
mour was here this month and held class 
with all the operators. Leora Weyand has 
been walking around with her head in the 
clouds ever since they added a tall, dark 
and handsome man to the plant depart- 
ment _.. The old saying—men are just lit- 
tle boys grown up—was proven a few 
weeks ago when one of the ‘‘men’”’ was 
discovered in the picture show on a Sat- 
urday afternoon, He had heard there was 
a good “cowboy” picture show and he 
likes them, no doubt... A week ago Bill 
Behrns of the plant department was scal- 
ing the poles and walking the wires with 
the greatest of ease. When we asked 
why all the skill, he said he was the 
father of a bouncing baby boy. Where are 
the treats, Bill? 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Comes a new month and new faces. 
Francis Schneider has joined the force 
of plug pushers. Welcome to the gang! 
With the “Hello” there are also “Good- 
byes."’ Vada Harris did us up a surprise 
package by announcing her marriage of 
December 28 to a Nebraska City lad. Mari- 
lyn Holmberg also has left our force to do 
housekeeping for her new husband. Mary 
Huber has invited us all to her wedding 
of March 2. Last but not the least Cath- 
erine Durr has given her two weeks’ notice. 
We're sorry to see so many girls leave us, 
but congratulations to all the new brides. 

. Miss Harmon has been with us for the 
past few weeks, but we hear she has left 
us, Come back again, Miss Harmon and 
Miss Grupe .__. Mary Bartyzelle is a busy 
teacher. Her new students are Ruth Chris- 
tiansen and Mrs. Daisy Garrean. Mary 


Tackett is teaching Francis Schneider the 
ropes on local _. . Virginia Richards sur- 
prised us too by walking in one afternoon 
with a diamond. Congratulations, Virginia, 
. . Marjorie Knoll and Marie Sheair are 
on their own. Good luck, girls... Josie 
Shoemaker is back with us again after 
the death of her mother, We are glad you 
are back, Josie. Also Betty Johnson 
is back after the illness of her mother. 
Welcome back, girls. Joyce Hofker is on 
our sick list ... Violet Peterson and Betty 
Balfour gave a surprise birthday party 
for Maxine Meyer. Those present were 
Josephine Placek, Mary Tackett, Edna 
Komma, Mary Ross, “Jeanie” Bray, Kath- 
ryn Owens and Mrs Peterson, Everyone 
had a swell time and Maxine was really 
surprised ... From the commercial de- 
partment, we have news!! Dorothy Con- 
nors left us to join her husband in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Donna Petring has filled the 
positon ... Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Placek 
spent the wcek-end in Swanton. Betty 
Balfour and Maxine Meyer spent Sun- 
day at Dunbar visiting Betty’s parents. 
Josie Shoemaker, ‘‘Snooks’” Smith and 
Marie Cain were visitors in Omaha. Elaine 
Gruber visited her parents at Unadilla 
over the week-end. Violet Peterson and 
her mother shopped one day in Lincoln 
_ Violet Pcterson celebrated her birth- 
day in February. 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Rose Janda entertained the operators 
and cashiers at her home February 5 in 
honor of her birthday. The evening was 
spent in playing games which were most 
unusual and exciting. Prizes were won by 
Agnes Uhlick, Tena Caldwell and Telma 
Tritsch, Everyone came ‘dressed up,” 
Alice Sharpnack beng the most contagious. 
A most delicious two-course luncheon was 
served by the hostess and everyone had 
a wonderful time. Miss Janda was pre- 
sented with a gift by the guests. 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


A group from Syracuse, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Ernst, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Dettmer, 
Marguerite Lockhart, Gloria Bock, Jun- 
etta Krueger, and Darlene Johannes held 
a party January 21. They attended the 
Omaha-Kansas_ City hockey game at 
Omaha ...A Valentine party was given 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ernst at their home 
February 14. The evening was spent play- 
ing cards and bingo . . . Omaha shoppers 
this month were Mrs. Vera Bock and Mrs. 
Lockhart, Lincoln shoppers were Gloria 
Bock and Mrs. Dettmer. 


Wahoo 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Margaret Holka, our night oerator, had 
a little taste of night life outside of the 
office, the occasion being her birthday 
Which was celebrated at the home of Mr. 


- s *. 
. tiee oom 
te pike « 


and Mrs. Dorland on January 8th, A lovely 
dinner followed a social time. Margaret 
was also presented with a birthday gift. 
Many happy returns, Margaret, and thank 
you Mr. and Mrs. Dorland for a lovely 
time . . . Our chief operator, Ethel 
Daharsh, spent January 21, 22 and 23 in 
Lincoln attending the chief operators’ con- 
ference ... Those attending the Ice Cycles 
in Omaha were Ethel Daharsh, Mae Beaty, 
Mr. and Mrs, Neujahr and Mae Meduna. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Dorland entertained 
the Wahoo employces at their home on 
February 25th. Mr. A. S. Keckler of the 
Eastern District Office in Lincoln showed 
some moving pictures which we enjoyed 
very much. The Dorland’s served a very 
nice lunch, and we all had a wonderful 
evening ... Miss Ann Seymour and Miss 
Grupe of the Lincoln Traffic were in 
Wahoo the week of February 24th and held 
classes with the operators, 


Weening Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Lela Fitzpatrick spent the week-end 
in Falls City visiting friends ... Olga 
Livers spent the week-end in Lincoln with 
her husband who is attending the State 
University . . . Mrs. Iva Clary spent two 
days with her daughter in Otoe. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Department 
Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


Perhaps some of you have heard the 
proverb, “Man can tell you things far 
worse about himself than what you can 
tell him.” This may be true of Bob Ross, 
although we hate to think it, however, it 
seems Bob hasn’t made much of an im- 
pression on his only son either, who quite 
seriously, upon a visit to the bowling 
alley with his ‘‘father,’’ took a couple of 
our employees into his confidence and 
told them his ‘‘father,” couldn’t even lift 
one of those ‘bowls,’ let alone throw it 

Speaking of bowling we might take 
time out to congratulate Frances Koontz 
on that 178 game she bowled one evening 
recently, It so happened she had high 
game that night ... The company party 
at the Italian Village seemed to be enjoyed 
very much by the members of the Ac- 
counting Dept. who participated, After a 
delicious dinner they danced and sang 
to Claude Helms accompaniment on the 
piano. All in all it seemed to be a swell 
party . . . With the bad weather and 
slippery streets of late, it’s a wonder 
there haven't been more accidents, but 
our one and only was Frances Virgil who 
recently broke her wrist when she fell 
one morning on her way to .work. We 
were very sorry to hear of your accident, 
Frances, and we sincerely hope it will 
heal soon ...We would like to ask Bob 


Ross if he would consider trading auto- 
mobiles with Ed Brehm, who has a Lin- 
coln Zephyr which he has been trying 
to trade off. No one knows who would 
be getting the better end of such a deal, 
but we the members of the Accounting 
Department, will lay our bets on Ed 
Brehm. with no reflection on either auto- 
mobile |. . We wish to congratulate the 
former Norma Gruntorad on her recent 
marriage, She now answers to the name 
of Norma Chrastil and we would like to 
wish her lots of luck and happiness... 
Shirley Pentico is back with us again 
all in one piece, minus her appendix. 
Glad to see you back, Shirley ... We 
would like to welcome a former employee 
Marcia Becker back to our department 
and also Lydia Schneider and Jean Pier- 
sol, Lydia was transfered here from the 
Service department . . Congratulations 
are most certainly in order for Bud Eden 
who became the proud father of a baby 
girl born February eighth. He now has a 
trio of girls, Lu Lynn and Lana. Just 
think how envious some men will be of 
him in a few years. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


We heard a good one on Bus Hibbert 
and Bernard Patton. It seems they spent 
the night in the wrong house down at 
Syracuse. We don’t know all of the par- 
ticulars but guess they just couldn’t under- 
stand why the landlady wasn’t more cor- 
dial . . .It seems the construction em- 
ployees out Hastings way are becoming 
quite social minded. They held another 
party at the Women’s Club Saturday, 
February 22nd. The cvening was spent 
playing pinochle and dancing. Refresh- 
ments of hot dogs, potato chips and cof- 
fee were served. It was reported that 
very good time was had by all... Con- 
gratulations are in order—Bill Huddles- 
ton was married February 14th to Pat 
Hoadley and on February 15th Tom Roller 
was married to Virginia Dormer. . , Some 
of our fellows must have taken heed to 
that old one “the early bird catches the 
worm.” At any rate we had Several vaca- 
tionars this month. They included George 
Burt, Bernard Patton, Bill Huddleston, 
Delbert Schwaninger and Kenneth Peters. 
Patton extended his vacation into a 
month’s leave of absence. We understand 
he planned a trip to Colorado and points 
west .., We wish to extend our sympathy 
to Bob Hohnstein and Harold Kempf in 
the loss of their grandmothers) Pauli 
Wilkinson’s mother underwent an oper- 
ation this month—we hope she is greatly 
improved at this writing .. . Swede Foster 
came in to see us yesterday, looking 
something like Napoleon—you know, 
one hand thrust in his- coat. It 
seems he has infection in his left hand 
and all kidding aside, I guess it is quite 
painful. Clyde Pierce is having much the 
same trouble with his foot and we un- 
derstand that infection was spreading into 
his leg before he realized the seriousnoss 
of it. We hope they both will be back 
on the job real soon . The welcome 
mat is out for Earl Sanders, Robert Hawk- 
ins and Doyal Smith. We are sorry to los2 
De’bert Schwaninger, who has decided to 
become a man of the soil, Cloyd Bucknell, 
who is going into busines for himself and 
Enno DeVries, who re-enlisted in the 
Army. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


We'll try to make this short and snappy, 
since we were given so much space in the 
last issue. We appreciate the nice write-up, 
Friend Editor . . . The warehousemen are 
very proud of the new platform scale in- 
stalled in the shipping department re- 


cently. The gals say it weighs heavy but 
Russell Rauch insists that its perfectly 
balanced. Now we are looking forward 
with much eagerness to the installation 
of the electric freight elevator that has 
been on order for a long time .. . Lyle 
Rauch, on military leave since February, 
1946, is out of the Army. He will be on 
terminal leave until March 18 .. . Oscar 
Lewis is still having dental work per- 
formed and is not able to be at work... 
We are sorry that J. A. Schellenberg has 
had to be absent from work for special 
treatment of his injured leg .. . As this 
is written Darleen Hershberger has just 
returned from a quick trip to Sunny Cali- 
fornia, She reports a wonderful time ... 
Our ‘heavy-thinkers’ are pulling out their 
hair and pacing the floor trying to solve 
our problem of the need for extra floor 
space in the garage and warehouse. The 
Supply Office is rapidly outgrowing its 
quarters; Harry Smith is getting grey over 
his need for added storage space for about 
twenty new trucks we hope to receive 
before too long; Kent Eno is desperately 
trying to obtain approval for the junking 
of obsolcte equipment to get more space 
for new equipment; and R. Rauch doesn’t 
know where he is going to store two or 
three carloads of supplies due to arrive 
any time... Charles J. Harrington is our 
new employee in the motor vehicle sec- 
tion, He is working part time while at- 
tending University . . . Mr. Huddleston is 
doing his best to recover from the effects 
of the wedding of his son Bill before he 
will be required to go through a similar 
ordeal when his son Jack gets married 
early in March . .. A most welcome visi- 
tor this month was Fred Apking from 
Hebron. We were glad to see Mr. Apking, 
but more than glad to receive the new 
pickup truck he drove in .. . Our Motor 
Vehicle Supervisor found himself in the 
midst of a mad scramble for the three 
new Plymouths that dealers delivered one 
afternoon recently. These cars had _ all 
been on order for approximately one year 
- . . A recent summary of the tonnage 
handled by Merle Chamberlain and _ his 
various helpers in operation of the Supply 
Truck devclops a rather impressive total. 
The weight of the supplies handled during 
1946 amounted to 3,188,644 pounds. This is 
1594.3 tons, or about eighty carloads... 
From a recent change of address, etc. we 
have a suspicion that one of our eligibles 
has lost his bachelorhood! He won’t talk 
SO we can’t mention names, we’re sorry. 
Time will tell. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


At last work and improvements have 
begun to shape in our office structure in 
the way of remodeling. An arch has been 
roughly cut through the wall leading to 
the new directory location so we’re all 
anxiously awaiting results. The new vene- 
tian blind which was installed in the of- 
fice has been received with much appreci- 
ation .. . Yes! we bring Evelyn Pruss into 
our column again this month. As you all 
know February 14th was Valentine’s Day. 
On the 13th of February Evelyn rushed 
madly down town to buy a number of 
Valentines—including a loving one for the 
one and only. When she returned to the 
office she discovered the main Valelntine 
had been signed in pencil with the name 
erased and she had paid hard earned 
money for a used Valentine. Just imagine 
her lover’s surprise when he received a 
Valentine from Evelyn with the inscription 
“Love, John” slightly erased. ‘One of her 
last year’s fan mail’? would have been his 
first thought and then the dog house for 
poor Evelyn ... Another oddity for our 
collections occurred when the Cable De- 
partment was informed by our “open-the- 
door Richard” Lahr, while checking on a 
telephone order, that another lady wished 


to speak to them. So he thinks he’s a 
lady, huh, . Waldo McDowell turned 
up at work one Monday morning with a 
broken finger and his hand and arm 
bandaged almost to the elbow. He claims 
he fell on the ice whila shoveling snow 
but we're inclined to believe that Mrs. 
McDowell twisted his arm in an effort to 
get the snow covcred walks cleared off. 
In any event it was truly a “lost weekend’”’ 
for Mac and we do hope he recovers 
rapidly, 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We wish to welcome several new em- 
ployees to our forces this month. In the 
custodian’s department we have Earl 
Dodd, Elmer Travis, Carl Strayer and 
Robert Culver; and in the Switchboard 
Richard Bauer, Gene Lewis and Bonnie 
Jean Wilsey ... Norma Burt, typist in the 
Switchroom, resigned to take up the duties 
of just being a housewife. We will miss 
you, Norma... Rex Winders is back on 
the job after having been off several days 
due to sickness ...A new diverter pole 
generator was installed and is now in use 
at the ‘4’ ’office . . . Material is arriving 
for the installation of 20 additional lines 
at “3’ ’office .. We all wish to extend our 
sincere sympathy to Wm. Hassler, whose 
mother passed away recently in Platts- 
mouth; and to Roy Brendle, whose father 
passed away recently in Hickman 
Jim Baxter took a week of his vacation 
during which he took the fatal step. He 
was married on February 17 to Lucille 
Lane of Savannah, Georgia. The couple 
visited Mr. Raxter’s mother and sister in 
Marysville, Kansas, where the wedding 
took place. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


That the first robin has put in its ap- 
pearance is a known fact. Also we suppose 
that, come printing time, this will have 
ceased to be news, However, as the brave 
little newcomer hopped about in six above 
temperature and picked at the frozen 
ground, he was probably saying “phooey” 
to that old adage about what the early 
bird catches We don’t believe in 
gremlins or goblins (anymore) but (an’ 
We wouldn’t be exaggeratin’) cold chills 
have run up and down the spine of opera- 
tors at the board as a black hand came 
stealthily through an opening! ’Tis said 
things of this kind can, invariably, be ex- 
plained by natural causes, so taking cour- 
age to investigate we found Ivan Paddack 
working behind the board—his hands black 
from the greasy work ... Minnie Allen 
was the winner in a recent telephone 
quiz contest. She won by promptly 
answering how often she would enjoy a 
birthday if celebrated bi-annually F 
Duty comes ahead of everything else, 
even a good Sunday dinner, to one of our 
girls (meaning A. M.) who worked 
steadily through fifteen minutes extra... 
New toll students are Mrs. Marjorie Luet- 
ticke, Miss Ruth Randall and Miss Myrna 
McCormick taught by Wilma Wergin . 
Beginners on local are Mrs. Virginia 


Tunks and La Wanna Graham ... Grace 
Buell recently spent a week-end visiting 
her brother in Omaha... Everyone 


looked surprised when Elaine Scovell 
picked up the rest room telephone re- 
ceiver to order a number, but said instead, 
“Five cents please.” _ Maxine Trump 
has recently been the recipient of two 
Overseas cal!s from her husband, Capt. 
Glen Trump, News Editor for the Asso- 
ciated and United Press at MacArthur's 
Headquarters in Tokyo, Japan. She reports 
the transmission on them was very good 

_. Dorothy and Francis Darnold, of the 
Traffic and Service departments respec- 


tively, had quite a shock recently when 
they discovercd their young son Jimmie 
combining duty with plzasure. Jimmie, 
who spends much time studying electricity 
and fixing things about the house, had 
constructed an extension from the radio in 
his room to the bathroom where he was 
taking a bath while listening ta a program 
through large antiquated earphones, 
given him by his cousin! “And I was lis- 
tening to Tommy Dorsey, too,’’ was the 
cry heard, as he was promptly advised by 
his surprised parents that the earphones 
must come off and the program wait until 
after his bath . . . De Lores Pape is the 
wearer of a new diamond ... Mrs. Mary 
Turner is resigning March 1 and will be 
feted at a St, Patrick’s Day party by Mrs. 
Watson. Mary Tice will begin her duties as 
cook in the cafeteria ... Cora Gilliam is 
resigning to be married in the near future, 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Lena McLain, Correspondent 
Auburn 


Mary K. Gorden, who has been visiting 
at the Myron Birdsley home left February 
9th by plane for Honolulu .._ Very fre- 
quent visitors in one of the local cafes 
has been Gillespie, Caley and Miller. They 
certainly put the nickels in the juke box 
to hear “‘Richard Open That Door.’ Then 
every time you see them they are singing 
the crazy song . , Dean Robinson 
sprained his ankle while skating and was 
laid up for a while, however, he is back 
to work now but still limping some _.. 
The Auburn employees enjoyed the Com- 
pany films shown recently by Ted Ray 

. . We are sorry to lose Wanda Higgins, 


Viola Little and Jack Strain who have 
resigned. 


Beatrice 
Alyce White, Correspondent 


Our welcome is out to Ruth Zimmer- 
man, the new local student . . Several 
faces were absent from among our midst 
the last two weeks, Jean Rutan has given 
up her work, Maude Willey was ill at 
Steele City the past week and Evelyn 
Menke entered the hospital for treatment 
; Alice Cyriacks and Marjorie Johns 
have Joined the rank of toll operators 

oo Wilma Grupe spent a few days in our 
office visiting with the girls. Wilma says 
there 1S nothing quite so fascinating as 
putung on a headset and stepping up to 
the board .. . One can scarcely help no- 
ticing Betty Seckman’s diamond. Best 
wishes Betty, ... On January 29th a group 
of employees and their families met in 
the basement for a showing of the Com- 
Pany films shown by Ted Ray. 


Burchard 


. There have been quite a few changes 
in the Burchard offices this month Mabel 
Dougherty resigned because of illness of 
her mother |. . Velma Scheutz of Paw- 
nee City took her place and had to re- 
Sign because of illness, at the present time 
Patty Schutz of Steinauer is helping out 


. , Our Chief Operator, Mrs. Wilcox has 
also been on the sick list. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Several motion pictures were shown re- 
cently at a social gathering in the base- 
ment of the office by Ted Ray ... The 
gals of the Commercial and Traffic De- 
partments held a Valentine party and pot- 
luck supper or. the 14th . . ; Irene Small- 
don, Arlene Cline, Lela Watson, Dorcae 
Slater and Wanda Stefonick have been 
victims of the flu... Out of town visitors 
this month have been: Lela Watson, Anna- 
belle Stocker, Vera Sweetser and Mary 


Melvin to Lincoln and Irene Smalldon to 
York. 
Friend 


Roberta Redman _ visited friends in 
Hayes, Kansas. Wondcr what the attrac- 
tion? Dorothea Heckman spent a few days 
with her brother and family in Omaha, 


Humboldt 
Mariella Wdliamson, Correspondent 


The Isaman family have moved to Hum- 
boldt from Hastings The seventh 
grade English class visited our office to 
grasp a few facts about telephones, 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Bridget Divis visited in Tecumseh, 
Pawnee City and Lincoln, Mary Kalin 
was also a Tecumseh visitor. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst Aden has resigned as Chief 
Operator and will begin housekeeping on 
their farm near Sterling ... Barbara Ann 
Benson will take over the duties of Chief 
Operator. 

Tecumseh 


We welcome two new operators, Norma 
Jean Buchanan and Betty Neddenriep, 
glad to have you with us, girls .. We 
also lost two girls, Norma Marshall and 
Bernice Allen, who are taking up house- 
hold duties. 


Wilber 


Lillie Labart is spending a few days at 
her home at Lushton ... Viola A, Knapp, 
Evening Chief Operator at Wilber, and 
Robert R. Russell of DeWitt were united 
in marriage at Wilber on February 18. 
Rev, K. O. Zavadil, minister of the Meth. 
odist church performed the double ring 
ceremony. After a wedding trip to Colo- 
rado, the couple will make their home on 
a farm near DeWitt, 


Wymore 
Milly Lane, Correspondent 


We welcome two new comers to our 
office, Waunetta Leland and Jeannine 
Allen. Best of luck girls. . . It seems Imo- 
gene Robertson’s last operation was a suc- 
cess as she seems to have an excess 
amount of energy along with an appetite, 
but from what we hear she is watching 
that girlish figure Every indication 
points to the fact that we might lose one 
of our girls in the near future. Anyway 
we hear Evelyn Watson’s finance is house 
hunting ... Pauline Rabb seems to have 
a great fascination for green fords with 
white side wall tires, what have you to 
say for yourself, Miss Babb... Shorty Cox 
was here to pay us a visit bringing with 
him two termite exterminators, But please, 
Shorty, the next visit you pay us bring 
along a more pleasant odor ... We wish to 
expres our regret that Dan Smith has been 
absent with a cold. A speedy recovery, Mr. 
Smith ... It seems this snow is just what 
Milly has been asking for, as she has a 
new pair of boots which she is very proud 
of. 


PAWNEE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
(Connecting Company) 


Miss Marshall and Miss Davis were 
Beatrice visitors February 4... . Joanne 
Stitt attended the wedding of her cousin, 
Joe Dorrance, at Osborne, Kansas, Feb- 
ruary 16. .Berneice Davis was a Lincoln 
visitor on February 13... Avis and Ellen 
Marshall went roller skating February 13, 
at Sycamore Springs. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Harvard 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


We wish to extend our sympathy to 
Mrs. Emmaline Brenneman and_ family 
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whose father passed away January 27... 
Visitors at this office the past month 
were Miss Metcalf, D. C. Wilson, and Miss 
Jessie VanTrump, Assistant Chief Operator 
at Superior and former Chief Operator at 
Harvard. 


Hastings 


Aryllis Beirow and Doris Ground, 
Correspondents 


We wish to welcome a lot of new girls 
to our office. They are Harrieta Saddler, 
Norma Morris, Darlene Huff, Patricia 
Cheetham, LaVcta Kimminau and Eliza- 
bath Capron, Good luck, girls ... We have 
been seeing a lot of our old girls leaving 
us. Elaine Routh has resigned and is now 
doing general office work at the Tribune 
office We wish you luck, Elaine. Helen 
Vollweiler, formerly desk operator, has also 
resigned but she has taken up a differcnt 
type of job, She is just going to keep 
house. We are going to miss you, Helen 
.. , Aldean Thomsen left us for a week to 
go to Kansas City, Missouri, to be mar- 
ried on January 26. She is back with us 
again as Mrs. Inman... Arelyn Kort, for- 
mer toll operator, is now Mrs. Wm. Cum- 
berland.) They are making their hom? 
in Washington, D. C.... Lorraine Phillips 
has also resigned to become Mrs, Tom 
Roberts. They were married in Roseland 
on February 11 . On February il, a 
bridal shower was given in honor of Gar- 
net Buss who became Mrs. Aukerman on 
February 16 at Blue Hill . .. Here is our 
monthly report on the diamond _ situa- 
tion. Margie Thompson is the lucky girl 
this time and she seems plenty happy 
about it, but why shouldn’t she? ..,. The 
main topic of discussion this month seems 
to be vacations. Even though most of the 
girls are ready to take their vacations any 
day now, we have just been deciding when 
the vacations will be taken ... A familiar 
‘Number please’ is being heard these 
days as Bette Harnett is back with us 
again. Bette was absent for several weeks 
because of illness ... Frances Wright has 
returned from visiting relatives in Den- 
ver, Colorado. From what we have heard, 
she had a wonderful time ... Joy Bruck- 
man spent her week end off visiting in 
Kansas City, Misouri. Joy has completed 
her toll training and is now striving to 
become a local operator. All she can say 
about local is, “Oh my aching back”... 
Audrey Ransom is our new d-:sk operator 

_. Of course, Moreane Allidritt has a new 
class of toll students. They are Blanche 
Linson and Rita Hundley We are 
wondering what Frieda Hoffman was 
thinking about when she told a certain 
girl that February 13 was the first day of 
Spring. Could it have been because the 
next day was Valentine’s Day? . .. Mar- 
garet Gerloff has been telling a_ story 
about spending most of the night in a 
taxi during a recent storm. We still don't 
know if we should believe it or not, 


Polk 


Ada Marie Springer spent the week end 
of February 15 visiting relatives in Gilt- 
ner, Nebraska .. . Esther Whitacre 
shopped in Lincoln on February 19, 


Superior 


Virginia Fuller, Correspondent 


The Superior lounge was the scene of 
a farewell party for Betty Jeppesen, Edith 
Jensen and Wanda Thayer, The wedding 
bells are ringing within the week for these 
three fair maidens. They were presented 
with white chenille bedspreads by the girls 
, Clarinda Lake and Nadine Messer- 
smith were visited by “Mr. Flu.’ However, 
thay are both back with us now .. . Jessie 
VanTrump has succeeded Edith Jensen as 
Assistant Chief Operator . . New addi- 
tions to the operating force are Florence 
Beck and Mrs. Betty Webber .. . Wanda 


sas 


Thayer and Nadine Messersmiti1 journeyed 
to Lincoln to commence their spring shop- 
ping . . . Jessie VanTrump spent a day 
in Hastings recently ... Pat Gourley spcnt 
a recent Sunday afternoon teuring the 
House of Yesterday in Hastings ,. . Frances 
Meyer seems to be a popular bridesmaid. 
She was bridesmaid at the wedding of 
Edith Jensen and is anticipating a trip to 
Iowa to be bridesmaid at her brothers’ 
wedding Maxine Chambers will be 
taking over the duties of Cashier as Vir- 
ginia Fuller is anticipating marriage ... 
“Ouch” was the sentiment expressed by 
several of the girls this week. These un- 
fortunate victims of the dentist were Na- 
dine Messersmih, Gearldeen Harrig, Olga 
and Bertha Anderson . , . Valentine greet- 
ing were extended by Jessie VanTrump 
through the facilities of a heart be-decked 
cake .. . Geraldeen Harrig and Frances 
Meyer have finished their toll training 
_. . Several of the Plant men attended the 
crow hunt here recently, Mr. Kubat sends 
a cordial invitation to anyone wishing the 
meat of these fowls for “crow pie’’ to come 
to Superior. 


York 
Arideen Rhoads, Correspondent 


All the “doughnut dunkers’”’ here are be- 
ginning to wonder just how much longer 
they can expect to enjoy their favorite 
pastime. It seems that the other day 
two of the girls were left without refresh- 
ments due to the crowd. They tried three 
different places before they gave up. Our 
hearts really ached for them . . . George 
Mehuron is contemplating the idea of 
either going back to school or investing in 
some new glasses. Velma Garlock sent 
down a complaint slip stating the clock in 
the restroom was slow. George sent it back 
and in his finest handwriting stated 
“power failure at McCool.” We know now 
that time has it’s beginning just south of 
York ._ . LoRayne Rojahn is feeling sad 
because her husband can't wait for her in 
front of the office anymore, It isn’t that 
he’s working too hard but that the gas 
company has been busy digging up the 
main streets through the town and are 
now advancing toward the telephone of- 
fice, blocking all traffic ... We have two 
new toll students, Darlene Klemz and 
Ardis Burhoop. A few weeks ago both 
girls just knew they could never learn 
toll. Now they’ve decided that either they 
are a little brighter or toll isn’t quite as 
“scarey” as they had imagined . . . Luree 
McCarty is still on the sick list and we 
hope that by next month she'll be back 
with uS again , Your correspondent 
learned to check the gas gauge now 
when she drives. One Sunday night she 
ran out of gas and had to be pushed 
to the nearest service station, which, by 
luck, wasn’t too far. Fern Wilger and June 
Marquardt were really worried for awhile 
thinking of a long mile and a half walk 
home .. . Eleanor Buller was walking 
home one busy day and she met several 
cars going the opposite direction. It hap- 
pened that people waved to her from 
four of the cars and there was Eleanor 
walking half a block with her arm in the 
air. We recommend Sloans Liniment for 
aching muscles , . . Our Chief Operator, 
Edna Pflughaupt, and Lela Watson, Chief 
Operator at Fairbury, had quite an ex- 
perience in Lincoln while attending the 
Chief Operators’ Conference. We won't tell 
the tale here but you might ask them 
how they like hotel elevators... That's 
all the news for now. Happy St. Patrick's 
Day to all you “Irish.” 


Harpe Hess DV\ Bead 


Edna Best of 
the Fairbury 
Traffic Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Arther 
Schoenrock on 
February 9, at 
the First Meth- 
odist Church. 
The ceremony 
was performed 
by Rev. LaVerne Jay. After a two 
week honeymoon, the couple will 
reside in Fairbury where Mrs. 
Schoenrock will continue her work. 


Norma Marshall of the Tecumseh 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Elmer Armknecht on December 
17 at Marysville, Kansas. 


Miss Bernice Allen and Glenn 
Mueller were united in marriage 
February 23 at the Lutheran Church 
at Johnson. The couple will reside 
on a farm near Johnson. 


Corrine Vance of the Ashland 
Traffic Department and Pvt. Tim- 
othy Sandy were married February 
2 at Marysville, Kansas. Pvt. Sandy 
is stationed at Boca Raton, Florida. 
Mrs. Sandy is continuing her work. 


Vada Harris, operator at Nebraska 
City, was married on December 28 
in Hiawatha, Kansas, to Robert Nic- 
coli of Nebraska City. Mrs. Niccoli 


has resigned her position. 


Marilyn Holmberg, operator at 
Nebraska City, and Irl Robert 
Carper were married February 18 
at St. Pauline’s Church at Syracuse. 
The ceremony was performed by 


Rev. McFadden. 


Bill Huddleston of the Construc- 
tion Department and Pat Hoadley 
were married in Lincoln on Febru- 
ary 14. 


Tom Roller, Construction Depart- 
ment, was married to Virginia Dor- 
mer at a ceremony which was per- 
formed on February 15 in Lincoln. 

Edith Jensen, operator at Superior, 
became the bride of Eddie Meyer on 
February 14 at the Abdal Lutheran 
Church in Superior. The couple 
will reside on a farm near Superior. 


The marriage of Betty Jeppesen 
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and Arnold Smith took place on 
February 16 at Superior. Rev. Victor 
Jordening performed the ceremony. 
The couple will reside on a ranch 
near Courland, Kansas. 


Wanda Thayer of the Superior 
Traffic Department and Johnny 
Adams were united in marriage on 
February 23. Mrs. Adams has re- 
signed her position. 


Aldean Thompson, Hastings Traf- 
fic Department, and Nelson Inman 
were united in marriage on January 
26 at Kansas City, Missouri. 

Garnet Buss, operator at Hastings, 
became the bride of William L. 
Aukurman on February 16 at Blue 
Hill, Nebraska. 


Jim Baxter, Lincoln Service De- 
partment, and Lucile Lane of Savan- 
nah, Georgia, were married in 
Marysville, Kansas, on February 17. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Behrns are 
the proud par- 
ents of a son, 
Daniel William, 
born at the Da- 
vid City Hos- 
pital on Febru- 
ary 8th. Mr. 
Behrns is a mem- 
ber of the David 
City Plant Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Meyer of 
Fairbury announce the birth of a 
son, born January 24. Mr. Meyer 
is a member of the Fairbury Plant 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bud Eden are the 
proud parents of a baby girl, Lana, 
who made her appearance on Feb- 
ruary 8. Bud is a member of the 
Engineering Department at Lincoln. 
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Norma Gruntorad of the Lincoln 


bride of Edward Chrastil of Lincoln 
at Saint Mary’s Cathedral on Feb- 
ruary 8. The couple spent their 
honeymoon in Kansas City, after 
which they returned to Lincoln 
where they will reside. Mrs. Chras’ 
til will continue her work. 
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° a Siren fa Tf oon || 
| Wee, || GEORGE MEHURON,, ¢ 
} ' | Cur ITS GOTTA 

: | BS FLAT—I HEARD 


| a { IT THUMPING ! 
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hn WHEN BETTY HENSON SLIPPED HER SHOES 
7 OFF WHILE AT WORK IN THE LINCOLN BUSt- 
we EQ NESS OFFICE, A CO-WORKER WITH A WARPED 


i, aucun oss uc, |/ Soucy at pi Le | 
BECAME UNCOUPLED WHILE COMING DOWN ft || Tee eel aan lH SHE TODBLED 
Le A pied ae re To THE CAFETERIA AND ATE LUNCH IN 
HE TRAILER MI UN INTO HER STOCKING FEET. 

TRUCK, SPEEDED UP- FOR A QUARTER OF [LS STOCKING F 1. 

fl MILE OR 50, THEN STOPPED AT THE SIDE 
OF THE ROAD To LOOK THE SITUATION 
OVER. HE WHS QUITE STARTLED WHEN 
THE TRAILER SUDDENLY HOVE INTO VIEW, 
ROLLED UP BEHIND THE TRUCK AND SToPpPED 
ALMOST EXACILY IN POSITION TO BE 
RECOUPLED. 
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Nipper 


ON # DARK AND COLD EVENING GEORGE PULLED OUT OF THE 
DRIVEWAY IN THE COMPANY CAR AND HEARING 4 LOUD THUMPING 
FROM fl REAR TIRE HE CRAWLED OUT, WITH MANY # CHILL AND 
GROAN, AND CHANGED To THE SPARE, LATER HE DROVE INTo 
Al FILLING STATION TO HAVE THE TIRE REPAIRED AND LoAs 
COMPLETELY FLABBERGASTED LOHEN IT PROVED TO BE 
FULLY INFLATED . THE THUMPING, GEORGE DISCOVERED , 
HAD BEEN CAUSED BY A CHUNK OF ICE , FROZEN 10 ONE 
SIDE OF THE WHEEL. 


THE BED SHORTAGE 15 ACUTE AT THE 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, BEATRICE , BU 
CLYDE BURGE WAS STILL PLENTY MAD 
 ) TO FIND HIMSELF IN THE MATERNITY 

WARD WHEN HE “CAME TO" AFTER 
HIS RECENT OPERATION « 


Now SHOWING | 


be al TEE 


os 


we nee 


5 “ : “be > 
. ot et, SS > ’ + 43 
6 bg ; 2 peiae a Ny rad t x x 3 
, 2. J : PbS OAS PER ee > 
patti ren et eae ~~) (iia 
I y 3 Aare ee e DNeeR 3 
~ : . by ‘ y 
— i ; Shas Ss ; 448 by i. 
= > i ene E> x <> - ; ; > 
ie BT . 4 
7 Ar er " = $ 


CLOSED 


FOR 
REPAIRS 


\ 
=r 
of 
WI) 
am 
oe 


ed 


— 


=:4) os) 
=e. 


JIMMIE , 12 YEAR OLD PROGENY OF = 
FRANCIS AND DOROTHY DARNOLD, LINCOLN SERVICE 
“xo TRAFFIC DEPTS.,WAS DISCOVERED AT HIS BAWTH , 
LISTENING TO A FAVORITE RADIO PROGRAM BY MEANS OF 


EVELYN PRUSS, LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE, 
SAW AND SHELLED A BIG CIGAR SMOULDSRING =} 
IN AN ASH TRAY ON THE COUNTSR-50 SHE GINGERLY I] 
PICKED IT UP AND DROPPED IT IN THE WASTEBASKET. 
~ 4 FEW SECONDS LATER SHE WAS STARTLED 
To HEAR A VOCAL EXPLOSION AT THE 
COUNTER WHERE AN IRATE CUSTOMER. 
WAS DEMANDING TO KNOW WHO STOLE 
HIS FOUR-BIT CIGAR ! 


CMA A Y 
(Rie 

GEORGE CRUICKSHANK, WAHOO, HAD A YEN To St A MOVIE AND 
DROVE UP IN FRONT OF A DARKENED THEATER AND SAT OUT IN 
HIS CAR WAITING FOR IT TO OPEN. AFTER AN HOURS IMPATIENT 
WAIT HIS EYE WAS ATTRACTED BY A SIGN ON THE TICKET CAGE, 
50 HE GOT OUT TO LOOK- AND ALMOST BLEW A FUSE WHEN 
HE GOT CLOSE ENOUGH TO READ~”CLOSED FOR REPAIRS." 
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WHY DADD¥ COULDNT BOWL, 
HE CAN'T EVEN LIFT 
ONE OF THOSE 

BALLS ! 


THE DISTURBING HABIT 
OF TELLING THE WHOLE TRUTH 
15 A TRAIT OF BOB ROSS’ 
SON WALTER. WHEN 
HOWARD SPAKNLE SUGGESTED THAT BOB BOWL 
f{ GAME, THE ROSS OFFSPRING CUT IN 
WITH THE ABOVE HISTORIC REMARK . 
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MARGARET FRANCIS, OF THE TREASURERS OFFICE, 
RECNTLY. MARGAREL Sa HER CORNER AP POREANG 
NTLY. MARGARET SAW HER CORNER AP ING, 
50 SHE REACHED OVER TO GIVE THE CORDA YANK, {| ON A HOOK WHILE LEE SAUNTERED 
MISSED IT- AND SOCKED AN OLD GENTLEMAN Ban ig sf ne ae EMER 
SQUARELY ON TOP OF THE HEAD. OF A LARGE AUDIENCE. 


LEE SCHLENTZ PLAYED A PART IN ONE 
OF NATURES CAPERS-OR RATHER HIS 
HAT DID. LEE WAS WALKING UP'O SfrEET 
ON A WINDY NOON WHEN HIS HAT 
BLEW OFF, PERFORMED A COUPLE OF 
LOOPS AN SMACKED UP AGAINST A 
LAMP POST. THE FORCE OF THE GALE 
HELD IT THERE AS IF IT WERE HUNG 


BUS HIBBERT AND BERNARD PATTON , CONSTRUCTION DEPT., RE{URNED 10 
GYRACUSE ON JOB AKD SUPPOSED THAT THEY WERE 10 BOARD AND ROOM AT THE 
GAME PLACE. fis BEFORE ~50 COME NIGHTFALL THEY WALKED RIGHT IN AND 


UP 10 THEIR ROOM AND CLIMBED INTO BED. NEXT MORNING THEY RECEIVED 
A VERY COOL GREETING FROM THE LANDOLADY, AND LATER LEARNED THAT SHE | 
WAS NO LONGER IN THE HOSTELRY BUSINESS ! 22 Py. 
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Commeraal Rad totelep hone 
Service in Opera tion 


NOTHER milestone in the his- 
tory of Nebraska telephone 
service was reached on February 28, 
when our Company filed its tariffs 
for commercial operation of mobile 
radiotelephone service with the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission. 
This was definitely a feather in the 
cap of the organization inasmuch as 
we were the first independent com- 
pany to experiment in this field and 
to offer such service on a commer: 
cial basis to the public. The filing 
was made by Merle M. Hale, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent. 


The company has been engaged 
in experimental operations with mo- 
bile radiotelephone service since late 
August, when the equipment was 
received following approval of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. The first public call over this 
new service was made on August 16, 
when Mayor Lloyd Marti spoke from 
a radio equipped automobile, several 
miles south of Lincoln, to Governor 
Dwight Griswold in the State Capi- 
tol Building. 


Since that time, a number of firms 
in Lincoln and other points in the 
territory have indicated an interest 
in the service, and it is believed that 
this service will fulfill a need by 
companies whose operations will be 
facilitated by constant contact with 
their automobiles and trucks. 


Three classes of service will be of.- 
fered. These are, general service be- 
tween any telephone and a mobile 
unit and between two units; dis- 
patching service between a desig- 
nated office of a customer and a 
designated mobile unit; and signaling 
service, which is a one-way service 
from a designated telephone to a 
mobile unit. The cost of the service 
for each mobile unit will be about 
$20.00 a month. 


First among the firms to avail 
themselves of this service in our ter- 
ritory were the Fairmont Creamery 
Company, Olson Construction Com- 
pany, Central Electric and Gas Com. 
pany and Consumers Public Power 
District, all of Lincoln. Each of the 
concerns has been operating a mo- 
bile unit in one of their trucks for 
some time, and in several instances 
have already met with success in 
dispatching their workmen to points 
where an emergency has arisen, oz 
contacting their drivers in matters 
of immediate importance to the work 
at hand. 


The Fairmont Creamery Company 
unit is installed in a city route truck 
operated by Lyman Borin, and is 
used by the Company to direct de- 
livery of emergency orders for their 
products. The service has proved 
a boon to forgetful housewives who 
wish to increase their order after the 
driver has passed their door, as well 


Drivers of the first commercial radiotelephone units in Lincoln. 
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as to merchants who sell Fairmont 
products. 


The use of the mobile unit by the 
Olson Construction Company is of 
a more general nature. It is installed 
in the truck used by Swan Pearson, 
construction superintendent for all 
the Company's contracts in and 
around Lincoln. He finds it valuable 
in contacting supply houses for 
needed materials, as well as to main- 
tain supervision over the various 
building programs scattered about 
the city. 


The Gas and Power Companies 
find almost identical need for the 
service in dispatching their service- 
men to points where their skills are 
in immediate need. Morris Clark of 
the Gas Company and Fred Johnson 
of Consumers are thus at the beck 
and call of their respective dis- 
patchers whenever an emergency 
arises. 


The fifth unit is used to equip a 
Telephone Company fleet car for 
demonstration and experimental pur- 
poses. The experimental work is di- 
rected by C. C. Donley, general 
traffic superintendent, and our radio- 
telephone engineers, Howard Smith 
and Jack Perrin have progressed 
well toward the elimination of most 
of the “bugs” which were in evi- 
dence in the early days of the in- 
stallation. Were it not that delivery 
of additional units and parts have 
been delayed by the large national 
demand for them, doubtless other 
firms would now be numbered 
among our subscribers. Many have 
expressed interest in the system and 
a desire to receive the service. 
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Mock Nuptials Feature Nebraska City Party 


HE NEBRASKA CITY traffic 

department, long noted as one of 
our organization’s most energetic 
“partying” groups are now basking 
in reminiscence of their latest out- 
break in this direction, which, if re- 
ports are accurate, is destined to go 
down in party history as one of their 


better efforts. 


The gathering was billed as a sur- 
prise shower and was given in honor 
of Mrs. Clarence Andrews (the for- 
mer Josie Shoemaker) and started 
off normally enough with the inrush- 
ing of guests shouting “surprise!”, 
the usual greetings and the playing 


of games. 


The section of the program which 
really “brought down the house” 
came with the presentation of a mock 
wedding with the participants in full 
regalia. Joyce Fritsch and “Snooks” 
Smith, featured as the groom and 
bride, respectively, made a _ lovely 
couple although a poorly concealed 
bottle, a reddened nose and a black- 
ened optic, which were accessories 
of the groom, caused some of the 


Those in attendance were, back row left to righ, Josie Shoemaker 
Edna Komma, Mary Tackett, Velma Abker, Jeannie ? 
Andrews, Lillian Bader, chief operator standing, Dais ooks” Smith, Joyce 
garet Wademan. Second row: Frances Harmon, “5” chards, Lois Roddy 
Fritsch, Ruth Christiansen, Etta Staack, Virginia A 
and Mary Ross. Group in middle-frent: Maxine Mey® 


Betty Balfour, NEWS correspondent. 


About to embark on the turbulent 
sea of matrimony are Joyce Fritsch 
(the groom) and “Snooks’”’ Smith as 
the blushing bride. 


onlookers to view the young man 
with some concern. “Snooks” wore 
a becoming gown of assorted :na- 
terials with a long train of curtain 
mesh, the ensemble being enhance 


by liberal use of gayly colored ro- 
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settes, beads and pendants. Her high 
buttoned shoes received much favor- 


able comment. 


Velma Abker, as mother of the 
groom, also took part in the cere- 
monies. She was attired in a be- 
witching black creation of sheer ma- 
terial, but unfortunately had stubbed 
a couple of toes on the way to the 
festivities and the bandages and bare 
feet detracted somewhat from her 
otherwise proper taste in dress. The 
vows were read by “Jeannie” Bray, 
as the preacher. Her clerical garb 
was a bit on the liberal side, but she 
did lend the affair a certain amount 
of dignity and gave a most credible 


performance. 


After the ceremony, pictures were 
taken of the happy pair, their at- 
tendants and the group. The evening 
was concluded with the unwrapping 
of the many presents and the serving 
of refreshments by Mary Tackett, 
Mrs. Josephine Placek and Violet 
Peterson. An out-of-town guest was 
Frances Harmon, of the general traf- 


fic department, Lincoln. 


Principals in the wedding ceremony, left to 
right, Velma Abker as the groom’s mother; 
Joyce Fritsch, the groom; “Snooks’’ Smith, the 
bride, and Jeannie Bray, who represented the 
pastor. 


Cix Employees Retire From Active Duty 


Henry F. Apking Emma L. Bradley 
Hebron Douglas 


Hattie Wilcox 
Burchard 


Bridget Divis 
Steinauer 


URING the month of March and 


early April, announcements have 
been made of the retirement of six 
of the Company’s real pioneers 
whose service records range from 
twenty to thirty-five years and whose 
places, in the operations and activ- 
jties of our organization will be hard 
indeed to fill. Each of those who are 
leaving the circle of active employees 
are now members of the Frank H. 
Wooeds Chapter of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Pioneers Association 
and upon retirement will be pre- 
sented a certificate attesting that 
their dues in that organization will 
be paid for life, with the compli- 
ments of the Company. 

Henry F. Apking entered the tele- 
phone field at Daykin in May, 1911, 
and was manager of the Daykin 
Telephone Company at the time it 
was purchased by the Lincoln Com- 
pany in September, 1927. He came 
to Lincoln the following month as 
combinationman in the toll wire 
chief's department and in 1929 
joined the supply department as 
switchboard and C.O.E. installer. He 
was in Wahoo for a short time as 
solicitor and in February 1934 he 
was made wire chief at Auburn. Re- 


Lizzie Cressman 


William E. Cum- 
Jansen mings, Hastings 


turning to Lincoln in 1935 he re- 
mained as a member of the service 


department until his transfer to 


Hebron as first class switchboardman 
in June 1937, a position he held upon 
his retirement on March 15. 


Emma L. Bradley has an enviable 
record of telephone service which 
reaches back to Aucust. 1906, when 
she was employed by the Burchard 
Telephone Company as overator, 
serving until October, 1907. In June, 
1915, she joined the Auburn Tele- 
phone Company, and when their in- 
terests at Burr and Douglas were 
purchased by this Company in June, 
1918, she became chief operator at 
Douglas, a position she has since 
filled with such especial attention 
and merit that the business men of 
the town. last December, published 
an onen letter in compliment to the 
“extraordinarv service beyond the 
call of duty.” which she has ren- 
dered to the community for so 
many years. 


Lizzie Cressman of Tansen first 
became associated with our Com- 
panv in January, 1921. when the 
nlant of the Farmers Cooperative 
Telephone Companv of that town 
was purchased. and she has. ever 
since, served the village and com- 
munity as chief operator. Her long 
and faithful performance in attend- 
ine her telephone family has already 
been keenly missed, for she found it 
necessarv, last October, to transfer 
to the disability rolls because of jj]] 
health. Her retirement on pension 
is to take effect at the conclusion of 
the disability period. 

William E. Cummings drew his 
first pay check as a telephone man 
thirty-three years ago aS an appren- 
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tice switchboardman in the service 
department in Lincoln. He remained 
as serviceman for the new toll switch- 
board until June, 1916, when he 
transferred to Hastings, as switch- 
boardman. Bill’s quiet and efficient 
manner of handling his work, to- 
gether with his years of experience 
have played a most important part 
in providing Hastings with the 
maximum amount of service possible 
under the trying conditions which 
heaped upon the personnel and 
equipment during the war-time 
boom. His date of retirement was 


March 1. 


Bridget Divis came to us as reliet 
operator at Colon in June, 1924, and 
within the month was appointed 
chief operator. She attended the 
duties at that exchange until just be- 
fore its conversion to dial operation 
in 1937 when she moved to Stein- 
auer to become contract chief oper- 
ator there. She has taken a most 
active interest in Pioneer affairs, 
and since the Chapter’s formation 
has seldom missed a gathering of its 
members. 


Hattie Wilcox dates her employ- 
ment from January 1, 1927. She was 
associated with the Hardy Tele- 
phone Company, part of the Nuck- 
olls County properties which were 
purchased by our Company in 1930. 
Mrs. Wilcox remained at Hardy as 
night operator and chief operator- 
cashier until June, 1938, when she 
accepted the position of contract 
chief operator at Burchard. Like 
Mrs. Divis, she has been regular in 
attendance at all Pioneer functions 
and it is hoped that she, as well as 
the others will continue to make use 
of the Chapter’s meetings to main- 
tain contact with their wide circle of 
friends in the ranks of their cc- 
workers. 


Inka, a $15,000 prize bull, was 
thrown for a 400 pound loss in 
weight by a liver ailment and a lump 
of metal he had swallowed. After 
X-rays failed to penetrate his 20 inch 
thick underside, a detector used to 
locate underground pipes and cables 
was borrowed from the telephone 
company by three veterinarians who 
used it to locate the metal in the 
first of his four stomachs. 


400 Traffic Girls 


Join Benefit Association 


T THE annual meeting of the 
Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association which was held 
in Lincoln on January 11, authoriza- 
tion was granted by the membership 
for enrolling employees of the traf- 
fic department into the Association 
upon receipt of 400 or more applica- 
tions from that department. When, 
on March 15, this number was ex- 
ceeded, traffic department participa- 
tion became effective and the num- 
ber of primary members in the 
Association was almost doubled. 


When the Benefit Association 
was formed in December, 1943, the 
traffic folks, who were then in the 
throes of quick personnel turnover, 
were unable to obtain the required 
75 percent of their department's em- 
ployees as prospective members. It 
was therefore necessary to complete 
the organization without them. Since 
that time a growing number of traf- 
fic employees have voiced a desire 
to share in the benefits of the 
Association, the membership of 
which was only too happy to accede 
to their wishes upon: receipt of the 
required number of applications. 


In its three years and three months 
of doing business the Benefit Asso- 
ciation has acted upon 313 claims and 
has paid out $21,440 in redress to 
employees for hospital and surgical 
expense. The plan has been liberal- 
ized and broadened each year, and at 
the January meeting the schedule 
was amended to increase the benefits 
for hospital room rentals, drugs and 
dressings, hemorrhoids and _ skull 
fractures. Added to the list were 
compensations for biopsy, X-Ray or 
radium therapy, internal and exter- 
nal hemorrhoids and casts and splints. 


In the expense-laden period which 
always accompanies hospitalization 
and surgery, the check received from 
the Benefit Association has been a 
godsend to many an employee. The 
experiences of their fellow workers 
have, no doubt, had much to do 
toward prompting the traffic girls to 
share in the benefits. 


John Backstorm tournament. director, 
caught in the act of conceding a game to 
Champion Sam Jackson and his twenty- 
four-count hand, 


OR the first time in more than a 
quarter of a century a cribbage 
tournament has produced the Com- 
pany Champions, at both singles and 
team play. The newly crowned 
monarchs waded through a large and 
star-studded list of opponents with 
ease and assurance, and almost from 
the tournament’s beginning they 
left little doubt as to the ultimate 
outcome. 


The tournament was held, after 
due notice to sundry cribbage hope- 
fuls, in the general office club 
rooms. A field of eighteen players 
entered for singles play while nine 
doubles teams vied for that crown. 
The games were usually played dur- 
ing the noon hour and through the 
month of February and into the ides 
of March the contestants displayed 
their prowess before a large gallery 
of kibitzers. 


The end of the singles play found 


Basketball Team 


Closes Successful Season 
HE PROGRESS of the L. T. & T. 
Company basketball team was 
last reported in these columns two 
months ago, when they were seem- 
ingly on their way toward the cham- 
pionship of the City Industrial 
League. The article was not well 
timed, because the ink was scarcely 
dry on the paper before the team 
had lost two games, and with them 
went the chance for a share in first 
place and the championship trophy. 


However the season left little to 
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Blood pressure of opponents soared to 
new high levels when they played the 
championship team of Messrs. Behm and 
Donley, Charles Peachman and Art Smith 
are here shown approaching the apoplectic 
stage as the champs draw away from them 
on the way down the home stretch. 


J. Samuel Jackson leading the field 
by a comfortable margin, his tourna- 
ment record showing 33 games won 
against 18 lost. In doubles play, 
F. E. Behm and C. C. Donley swept 
through their competition at a re- 
spectable 667 percentage clip, having 
won 16 games and lost but 8. 

To Committeeman John Back- 
strom goes the credit for originating 
and handling the details of a most 
interesting and successful tourna- 
ment, the first one to be held since 
March, 1921, when Walter Thor- 
grimson and H. H. Wheeler took 
the team trophy. In 1920 Harry 
Palmquist was singles champ, and 
paired with Bill Rustin as the win- 
ning team. 

Listed as “‘also-rans” in the pres- 
ent tournament were Messrs. Back- 
strom, Boshart, Carlson, Eggerss, 
Gorman, Hartley, Hassler, Keckler, 
Mann, Peachman, Seaton, Art Smith, 
Spahnle, Swanson and Walroth. 


be desired. The caliber of play 
showed a marked improvement as 
the year advanced and the boys were 
certainly not classed as push-overs 
by even their highest-touted oppo- 
nents. The season’s end found them 
in third place, trailing the Elgin and 
Veterans’ Administration teams, who 
were tied for first place with seven 
games won and one lost. Our boys 
had won six, against two losses. 

In individual performance, high 
scoring honors went to Paul Henson, 
center, with a total of 68 points, fol- 
lowed by Brother Floyd Henson 
with 60. Dean Hobson was third 
high with 37 markers. 


The Iron Men 


Of "South Office’ 


Y WAY of opening an argu- 

ment, and we would be happy if 
one would develop from this article, 
a blue ribbon is hereby awarded to 
two employees of the Lincoln “3” 
"Office, who have come down 
through the years—from time almost 
beyond memory—without the loss of 
a single day or hour from their job 


through sickness or injury. 


Ray Baldwin Harry Palmquist 


The two men, Ray Baldwin and 
Harry Palmquist, objected to being 
interviewed, were very bored by the 
whole proceedings, and professed to 
see nothing unusual in having their 
valves and gears function in perfect 
order for years on end. Back in 1926 
Harry did lose his voice through a 
visitation of laryngitis. He felt fine 
but he couldn’t talk and thought it 
rather silly to come to work and at- 


tempt to carry on conversation over 
the order wires by gestures: so he 
stayed home, papered the parlor, put 
new shoes on the horse and built a 
new chimney. The black mark still 


stands against him, and proves him 


human. Ray’s indiscretion occurred 
at an earlier date. In 1921 he came 
down with something “ketching” 
that looked like yellow jaundice. The 
Doc tried to put him to bed without 
success and Ray could see no reason 
why he shouldn’t be burning up his 
energy on the job. He went down to 
the office to go to work but the boys 
saw him coming, and after one look 
at his Mongolian coloring they 
barred the door. Baldwin walked 
around outside for a week before 
they finally let him in, and ever 
since he has kept off the casualty 
list. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes must 
have had something like this in mind 
when he wrote his famous poem 
about “The One Hoss Shay”, a 
legendary carriage which ran mer- 
rily along for a hundred years, show- 
ing no trace of age or infirmity be- 
cause each part was built of materials 
of exactly the same strength, and 
logically it couldn’t break down be- 
cause there was no place for the 
break to start. It may be that 
Messrs. Baldwin and Palmquist are 
built along the same line as the 
ancient chaise. 


Notable Appointments 
HE INSTALLATION ceremonies 


of various fraternal bodies in 
Lincoln this spring again disclosed 
a generous representation of tele- 
phone men occupying the offices 
with one, Don C. Travis of the Lin- 
coln service department, doing dou- 
ble duty. Mr. Travis serves as sec- 
retary of the Cornhusker District, 
[.0.0.F., which is composed of nine 
Odd Fellow lodges, and has also been 
installed as Chancellor-Commander 
of Lincoln Lodge No. 8, Knights of 
Pythias. In Masonic circles, Guy O. 
Seaton was elected as Chairman of 
the Masters and Wardens Club; 
L. G. Saunders, as Senior Warden 
of College View Lodge No. 320; 
Gerald Miller as Junior Warden of 
East Lincoln Lodge No. 210; Victor 


B. Musselman as Junior Warden of 
North Star Lodge No. 227; Russell 
R. Rauch as Senior Warden of Lan- 
caster Lodge No. 54 and J. Pugsley 
as Tyler of Cotner Lodge No. 297. 


At Seward, Al Ager has been 
named Scoutmaster of a _ newly 
formed troop which has been spon- 
sored by the American Legion. 
Robert Gray, manager at Weeping 
Water, has been elected president 
of the annual meeting of the Cass 
County Horse Show Association. 


Word also reaches us of the selec- 
tion of Lloyd Cleveland, Area Man- 
ager at York, as president of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce of 
that city. B. I. Noble and H. W. 
Potter of Lincoln are engaged in im- 
portant capacities with the American 


Red Cross. 
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Suggestion Award Voted 


To Howard H. Lahr 
OWARD H. LAHR, of the 
Hastings plant department, was 
the lone suggestion winner for the 
month of March. While  disap- 
pointed by the 
decline in num- 
bers of sugges- 
tions received, 
the committee 
was inclined to 
believe that part 
of the lack of 
quantity was 
made up by the 
quality of Mr. 
Lahr’s entry. 


Howard Lahr 


In the course of his long experi- 
ence as a cableman, Howard has 
formed some concrete notions con- 
cerning the stepping of terminal 
poles, taking into consideration fac- 
tors of both utility and safety. In 
his suggestion he has outlined a pro- 
posed practice to replace the several 
methods now in effect. The clarity 
of his presentation shows that a great 
deal of thought and effort has gone 
into the making of the suggestion 
and it is the opinion of the commit- 
tee that the man on the job can best 
speak with authority on matters per- 
taining to his particular field when 
such an obvious amount of consid- 
eration has been given to the 
problem. 


It was for this very purpose that 
the Suggestion Plan was adopted. 
The employee on the job is in a posi- 
tion to observe and make recom- 
mendations for better and safer 
ways to perform his work, and which 
makes for the mutual profit and 
benefit of himself, his fellow work- 
ers, the Company and the service to 
our subscribers. The Suggestion 
Committee would be happy to con- 
sider any. suggestions which you 
think may be helpful toward these 
ends. 


More than 17,000 inventions have 
contributed to the improvement of 
telephone service since the first mes- 
sage was transmitted by wire. 


lea 


Lincoln Employees Blood 


Bank Proves of Real Worth 


lA THE past few months a num- 
ber of occasions have arisen where 
it has been found necessary that a 
blood transfusion be given to an em- 
ployee or to a member of an em- 
ployee’s family and in every instance 
a donor, of matching blood type, has 
been dispatched to the hospital al- 
most as soon as the request was 
received by the personnel office. 

It was in January, 1946, that the 
invitation was extended to employees 
of Lincoln to have their blood typed 
and recorded in the records of the 
personnel office, and about a hun- 
dred employees responded to the 
offer. Since then the value of the 
records has been proved time and 
again in the prompt purveying of 
matching blood for about fifty 
transfusions. It can be said, without 
debate, that lives have been pro- 
longed or saved through the use of 
the employees walking blood bank. 


At the present time 123 persons 
are recorded on the cards of the file 
and they represent every known 
type of blood, one of which is so 
rare that only two members fall in 
that division. 

It sometimes happens that a 
transfusion is found imperative im- 
mediately upon a patient's arrival at 
the hospital, and at such times the 
delay necessitated by taking a blood 
sample for typing, might spell the 
difference between life and death. 
Conforming to the national practic, 
employees whose blood has been 
typed are furnished with a card con- 
taining the necessary information, 
which is usually carried in the bill- 
fold with other identification cards 
to serve as insurance against delay 
in those all-important moments. 

Our personnel office announces 
that those Lincoln employees who 
wish to have their blood typed may 
still do so, and that arrangements 
can be made for that purpose, 
through the personnel department, 
at any time. 


The nation’s telephone system uses 
25 domestic varieties of wood, the 
functions ranging from poles to 
switchboards and booths. 


Four More Exchanges Converted to Dial 


OUR exchanges are numbered 
upon the list of those which have 
recently been converted to dial oper- 
ation and a total of ten have now 
been cut over under the Company's 
post-war conversion plan. The latest 
additions are the exchanges at Jan- 
sen, Otoe, Burchard and Steinauer. 
Telephone subscribers at Jansen 
began receiving service over their 
new dial operated system on Marcn 
25 at 10 A. M. Immediately follow- 
ing the cutover, the equipment began 
to operate at near capacity as many 
subscribers, both on rural and town 
lines, gratified their desire to try 
out the new system. | 

Extensive improvements in open 
wire and cable facilities were com- 
pleted about a year ago and a new 
building has been erected to house 
the dial switching equipment. Long 
distance connections, as well as calls 
for information and service will be 
handled at Fairbury. 

The re-establishment of the tele- 
phone exchange at Otoe became ef- 
fective on April 1, when the newly 
installed dial equipment was cut into 
service. Approval to again create 
an exchange at this point was but 
recently given by the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission and it is cur- 
rently serving about 75 subscribers, 
of whom 30 are on rural lines. Otoe 
thus becomes the 120th exchange 
now operated by the Company. 

Otoe, then known as Berlin, was 
one of the exchanges originally pur- 
chased from the Nebraska Telephone 
Company in 1912, and was operated 
manually until August, 1939, when 
it was consolidated with the Dunbar 
plant and its lines cut into the board 
at that town. 

A new building now contains the 
equipment at Otoe, and much of the 
outside plant has been rebuilt and 
extended. Long distance calls to and 
from Otoe are placed through Ne- 
braska City, and subscribers’ ac- 
counts are collected at the Otoe 
post office. 

The exchanges at Burchard and 
Steinauer were converted simulta- 
neously to dial operation on April 2 
at 10 A. M. to complete a block of 
dial exchanges in their section of the 
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territory, this service being also pro- 
vided at the neighboring towns of 
Filley, Crab Orchard and Elk Creek. 
Extensive repairs and improvements 
in line and cable facilities had pre- 
viously been made at both Burchard 
and Steinauer at a cost of about 
$34,000. 

The Burchard Telephone Com- 
pany was organized in 1905 and 
Operated as an independent ex- 
change until April, 1929, when it 
was purchased by this Company. 
Suitable quarters have been pro- 
vided for the dial equipment in the 
Garage Building while collections 
are to be handled by the State Bank 
of Burchard. 

The Steinauer exchange came to 
us in 1912 with the purchase of the 
Steinauer Telephone Company, an 
independent unit. The dial equip- 
ment is being housed in the Bank of 
Steinauer building and payments of 
local telephone accounts may be 
made at the same location. Long dis- 
tance connections for both exchanges 
will be handled through Tecumseh. 

Including this group of dial con- 
versions the Company now operates 
39 dial exchanges. 


New Associate Editor 
E’D LIKE you to meet your new 
associate editor for the Eastern 
District, Miss Ruth Mays, who 
makes her bow this month with her 
report of the Dis- 
trict’s doings in 
the Personalities 
in the News de- 
partment. She 
replaces, as asso- 
ciate editor, the 
former Miss 
Genevieve Cox, 
who became 
Mrs. Harold Ellis 
on March 8th, and forthwith lost 
interest in the affairs of the Tele- 
phone News and the Eastern District 
Manager's Office. 

Miss Mays hails from Wahoo, and 
for the past five years has been em- 
ployed in the County Sheriff's office 
there. 


Ruth Mays 


Eleven Living Grandparents 


ls Record of Rodney Stal! 
T HAS long been suspected, by 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Stall, 
that their young son, Rodney Gayle, 
was a very unusual young man. 
Since coming 
into their home 
on May 23, of 
last year, he has 
performed some 
very astounding 
feats of mental 
and physical dex- 
terity, far be- 
yond what might 
be expected of 
one who hasn’t 
yet seen his first birthday. Of 
course, Rodney knows nothing of 
all this; he isn’t even being told that 
he will one day, no doubt, be presi- 
dent. He does recognize, however, 
that he is a person of some impor- 
tance in his own household and has 
discovered that he can get just about 
whatever he wants by applying cer- 
tain forms of pressure. It has also 
occurred to him that there are a 
great number of people calling them- 
selves “Grandma” and “Grandpa” 
who come av-calling, and insist on 
bouncing him on their knee and 
shouting “kitcheekoo” all the while. 


Rodney Gayle 
Stall 


It remained for an utter stranger 
to point out to Bob Stall, of the Lin- 
coln service department, that his son 
had another claim for distinction in 

the amazing number of living grand- 
parents and great-grandparents he 
could muster on his family tree; 13 
ancestors by actual count, including 
four grandparents and seven great- 
grandparents. It is proclaimed by 
some of our expert genealogists. to 
be a record bordering on the im pos- 
sible, and such a rarity that more 


than ordinary ado should be made 
of it. 


The grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Inus Stall and Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Cheney. The great-grandpar- 
ents are Mr. and Mrs. Manley Ross; 
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. English; Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert A. Stall, Sr.: and 
Mrs. Margaret Cheney. With the 
exception of the Floyd Cheney fam- 
ily, who live a few miles out of 


town, all the grandparents and 
great-grandparents live in Bennet, 
and within four blocks of each 
other. All of the great-grandparents 
have celebrated their golden wed- 
ding anniversaries. 


Girls’ Volleyball Team 
Narrowly Misses Trophy 


TN A SAD finale to a most success- 

ful season, our girls’ volleyball 
team lost their share in the cham- 
pionship of the Industrial league to 
the powerful Mills Insurance team 
in a two game play-off series on 


March 11. 


Both teams ‘came into the final 
night with a record of thirteen games 
won and one lost, each having won 
one game from the other during the 
regular season’s play. The telephone 
girls, however, were forced to de- 
fend their standing against the Elgin 
Plate One team—a third member of 
the Big Three—who with twelve 
wins and two losses had bowed only 
to the Mills team up to that date. 
Our girls rose to the occasion and 
swept both games of a _ double- 
header, only to find themselves still 
tied with the Mills aggregation at 
fifteen wins and one loss, for the 
enviable victory percentage of 937. 


It had been decided that, in event 
of a tie for the championship, a 
nlay-off would be held that night. 
From the telephone girls’ angle, this 
wasn t so good, for they had already 
been forced to give their all in down- 
ing the Elgin Amazons. As a result, 
in the all-important championship 
series, our girls were polished off 
with what might charitably be 
called “neatness and dispatch.” 


An All-Star team, selected by the 
rarious team captains, gave honors 
to Gladys Holscher and Dorothy 
Adkisson, listing them as regular 
players, while Lorraine Williams was 
named as substitute. These honors 
might well have been shared by 
every member of the team in view 
of their amazing record in their first 
season's play. Special commendation 
should also be meted out to Man- 
ager-Coach Harold Brady who was 
responsible in no small measure for 
the team’s success. 
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NHappi Hess D\ Seas 


Genevieve Cox, 
Eastern District 
Secretary, be- 
came the bride 
of Harold Ellis 
or Lines lt, 
March 8 at the 
Sterling Method- 
ist Church in 
Sterling. Rev. 
W. H. Clark 
performed the double ring ceremony. 
Mrs. Ellis has resigned her position, 
and the couple will reside in Lincoin. 


Viola Knapp, evening chief op- 
erator at Wilber, and Robert F. Rus- 
sell of DeWitt were united in mar- 
riage February 18 at Wilber. Rev. 
K. O. Zavadil performed the double 
ring ceremony. After a wedding trip 
to Colorado, the couple will reside 
on a farm near DeWitt, and Mrs. 
Russell has resigned her position. 


Evelyn Watson of the Wymore 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Eugene Plihal of Wymore, on 
March 4 in the home of Rev. M. H. 
Bisbee, Methodist minister at Wash- 
ington, Kansas. The couple will re- 
side in Wymore. 


The marriage of Mary Huber of 
the Nebraska City Traffic Depart- 
ment and John Staack of Otoe, took 
place March 2 at the Wyoming 
Church in Nebraska City. Mrs. 


Staack resigned her position. 


Josie Shoemaker of the Nebraska 
City Traffic Department became the 
bride of Clarence Andrews of Oma- 
ha, March 12th at Hiawatha, Kansas. 


Paul Schmeltzer, bentleman Farmer 


Right: The pride 
of Farmer Paul is 
his herd of Here- 
ford cattle, some 
of which consented 
to pose for this 
Picture. 


NTERESTED bystanders who have 

been following Paul Schmeltzer’s 
labors toward establishing and mod- 
ernizing his country home were 
happy to find that recognition has 
come to his efforts in a featured 
article in a recent issue of THE NE- 
BRASKA FARMER. Under the 
title, “The Western Edge of Lan- 
caster County Boasts Fine Farm 
Homes,” the article devotes a large 
portion of its story and pictures to 
the Schmeltzer domicile and to the 


extensive improvements made in the ° 


place during the nine years it has 
been owned by Paul. 


Quoting in part from the article: 
“A little farther down the road to 
the north is a quarter mile long 
driveway bordered with Chinese 
Elms. It winds to the two story 
white house where the Schmeltzers 
live. Mr. Schmeltzer has a quarter 
section and raises brome, corn and 
oats chiefly, and his was some of the 
first contour farming in this section. 


“A hired man does the farming, 
and Mr. Schmeltzer gives him his 
instructions before driving into the 
city to the telephone company where 
he has worked for thirty-five years. 
His real life begins when he turns 


Left: The Paul 
Schmeltzer home 
nestles among the 
trees at the end of 
a long, winding 


his back on the town, and sights his 
home acres. He does most of the 
building and repairing about the 
place and is justly proud of the 
bridge which he built. The neigh- 
bors told him it would not hold, 
but it has withstood floods. He built 
one dam and is going to build 
another. 


“Twelve year old Norris and his 
Dad are famous channel cat fisher- 
men, and also enjoy hunting. Mrs. 
Schmeltzer used to paint and write, 
but finds little time for it these days. 
Now she spends part of her leisure 
time perfecting her bridge game and 
supervising Norris’ music. Conft- 
dentially Norris thinks the piano just 
a bit sissy, but he indulges his 
mother. The slide trombone is his 
choice and he plays it admirably. 


“The house has been rebuilt and 
added to, and contains electricity, 
water, a blower and cooler system. 
The neighbors all mention that lane, 
and no wonder. It was laid out by 
an engineer so that water will not 
flood or wash over it. The elms have 
not proved especially hardy, and so 
walnuts have been planted between 
them. The elms will come out as 
the walnuts grow larger.” 
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JOURNEY'S END 


MR. J. W. SUTTON, father of 
Pearl Sutton, operator at Platts- 
mouth, died March 13. Funeral 
services were held March 14 at 
Plattsmouth. 


ROBERT R. RAUCH, father of 
Russell, Leland and Lyle Rauch 
of the Supply Department, died 
March 7 at his home in Roca. 
Funeral services were held March 
9 at Roca. 


MR. HERBERT VANCE, father of 
Corrine E. Sandy of the Ashland 
Traffic Department, died March 
31. Funeral services were held 


April 2 at Ashland. 


THE INFANT SON of Bob Clif- 
ford of the Construction Depart- 
ment, died March 15 in Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held March 
25 at Wadlows Funeral Chapel 
with burial in Lincoln. 


Blessed Events 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Neal of 
Fairbury are the 
proud parents of 
a baby boy, who 
made his appear- 
ance on March 
17. Mr. Neal is 
a member of the 
Fairbury Plant 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schneider an- 
nounce the birth of a baby girl, 
Cheryl Beth, born March 19 at St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital in Lincoln. Mr. 
Schneider is a member of the Lin- 
coln Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tierney ati 
nounce the birth of a son born March 
9 at the Mary Lanning Hospital at 
Hastings. Mr. Tierney is a member 
of the Construction Department. 
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The first telephone directories 
were issued in 1878, but contained 
only names of subscribers. Opera: 
tors relied on memory for numbers. 
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Florence Arbogast 


Davey 
35 Years 


E. M, Massie T. M. Ray 
Friend Beatrice 
20 Years 20 Years 


Forty-Three Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 


Hope Adams, Peru: Catharine Gillan, 
Humboldt: CG. W. Keester, H. M. Zim- 


merman, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
‘Lillian Bader, Nebraska City: E. ie 
Eichenour, Warren Shuck, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Cecile Anderson, W. L. Hassler, Lin- 


“ 
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coln; C. J. Crew, Geneva. 


Twenty-Cight Years 


Stella Clark, Auburn: C. H. Pierce, 


Lincoln. 
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Lillian Bader 
Nebraska City Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Rex Winders 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Alice 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 
Twenty-Six Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Four Years 
A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years. 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. VanNord- 
heim, Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 
S. G. Nelson, Stromsburg. 


Twenty Years 
E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, 
Friend; T. M. Ray, Beatrice: Rex Win- 
ders, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh; J. P. Fowler, 
Auburn: I. D. Livingston, Nebraska City; 
Beata Merz, Seward. 
Eighteen Years 


V. B. Hutchison, Darlene Multer, Lin- 
coln: Minnie Schlitt, Hastings. 
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J. Eichenour 


Howard Spahnle 
Lincoln Milford 
15 Years 10 Years 


Warren Shuck E. T. Little 
Lincoln Auburn 
30 Years 20 Years 


Mildred Hughes 


Sixteen Years 
Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary T. Jack- 
son, Fairbury; Mabel Wieting, Beatrice. 
Fifteen Years 


Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 


A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, 
Beatrice; T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 


Twelve Years 


Josephine Placek, Nebraska City; C. H. 
Vandevort, Fairbury. 


Ten Years 


Mildred Hughes, Milford. 


Nine Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron. 


Six Years 


R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, Lin- 
coln; Erma Jancik, Table Rock: Edna 
Pflughaupt, York; Roberta’ Redman, 
Friend. 


Five Years 
LaVerne Beasterfeld, Tecumseh: G. L. 
Burt, F. H. Henson, D. G. Rutledge, Lin- 
coln; Viola Dunn, Wymore; R. C. Humis- 
ton, Plattsmouth; Thayer Morgan, Au 
burn. 


Welcome Home 


ITH the return from military 

service of Lyle D. Rauch and 
William L. Eckles, Jr., the need for 
the “Welcome Home” department 
is almost over. Except for those who 
have reinlisted, only one now re- 
mains in uniform of one hundred 
thirty-seven who were listed on the 


Honor Roll of World War II. 


Lyle is the ninety-fourth veteran 
to resume his work with the Com- 
pany. He was inducted February 
20, 1946, and became a member of 
an Engineers’ Topographic  Bat- 
talion. His thirteen months of serv- 
ice were divided between camps at 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and Fort 
Lewis, Washington, where he was 
mustered out on March 18th. He re- 
turned to his former position as ware- 
houseman at Lincoln. 


William L. Eckles, Jr., was em- 
ployed in the Plattsmouth plant de- 
partment at the time he entered 
service. He was inducted at Fort 
Leavenworth in September, 1945, 
and attended signal school at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. In June, 1946, 
he sailed for Germany and was as- 
signed as instructor in the Theater 
Signal School at Ansbach until Janu- 
ary 15, of this year when he was re- 
turned for discharge to Fort Sheri- 
dan, Illinois. As the ninety-fifth re- 
turned veteran he is now working in 
the Lincoln department as switch- 
man. 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the Ist of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘“‘News’” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 


ments. 


PERSONALS 

Russell Rauch, his mother, Mrs. Robert 
R. Rauch, and his brothers Leland and 
Lyle express their sincerest thanks to Tele- 
phone Company friends for the many acts 
of kindness, the blood donors, the floral 
offerings and the expressions of sympathy 
during the long illness and at the time 


of the death of their husband and father, 
Mr. Robert R. Rauch. 


one 


. Dade 
So 


Darlene Claussen Esther Fritz Adela Stehlik 
Eve. Chief Opr. Chief Operator Eve. Chief Opr, 
Beatrice Sterling Wilber 


Plant 

William R. Behrns, combinationman, Da- 
vid City to Combinationman, Syracuse. 

William L. Eckles, returned from military 
service to switchman, Service, Lincoln. 

Arthur W. Holcomb, construction fore- 
man to general foreman, general plant. 

Raymond H. Kinnison, lineman to com- 
binationman, Nebraska City. 

Marvin R. Koch, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Plattsmouth. 

Howard L. Lahr, combinationman to 
switchboardman, Hastings. 


Lyle D. Rauch, returned from military 
service to warehouseman, supply. 


Traffic 


Mathilda Alpers, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Linda L. Bartels, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Emilee A. Bleich, A operator to A&L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Lena Bliefernich, appointed chief oper- 
ator-cashier, Burr. 

Kathryn M. Brown, A€&L operator to 
A€é’L instructor, Beatrice. 

Ardis Burhoop, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 

Minnie Christline, A&*L operator to 
NA&L operator, Sterling. 

Darlene Claussen, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Beatrice. 

Alice M. Cyriacks, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Blanche Forst, A&?L operator to desk 
operator, Lincoin. 

Esther Fritz, NA€&L operator to evening 
chief operator, Sterling. 

Elaine L. Gruber, A operator to A&?L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Marie Hammond, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Leta Holscher, chief operator-cashier, 
Burr, to chief operator-cashier, Douglas. 
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Marjorie Johns, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 


Valeda Kennedy, A&L operator to A 
supervisor, Hastings. 

Darlene Klemsz, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 

Eleanor Lane, A&L operator to evening 
chief operator, Weeping Water. 


Olga J. Livers, evening chief operator, 
Weeping Water, to L operator, Lin- 
coln. 

Josephine Placek, A&L operator to A&L 
supervisor, Nebraska City. 

Gertrude Shrader, A€&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Utica. 

Velma Stanier, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Adela Stehlik, A&@L operator to evening 
chief operator, Wilber. 

Donna Vybiral, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


d haste following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of March: 

Primary members: Shirley N. 
Pentico, Accounting Department, 
$169.50; V. B. Hutchison, Lincoln 
Service Department, $179.50; Carl 
Ahl, Accounting Department, 
$60.00; Clyde Burge, Beatrice Non- 
Functional Department, $102.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. F. Peachman, 
Lincoln, $5.63; Mrs. L. E. Vosika, 
Wilber, $151.88; Helen Cox, Lin- 
coln, $5.63; Faye Lahr, Hastings, 
$120.68; Mrs. H. M. Miller, Lincoln, 
$172.13; D. C. Gilmore, Jr., Lincoln, 
$45.98; Mrs. R. L. Lahr, Lincoln, 
$118.13. 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor. 
Ashland 


Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent. 


Mrs. Blackman, Chief Operator, entered 
The Lutheran Hospital at Omaha, Monday 
morning, March 24th. We wish her a 
speedy recovery ... May L. May of the 
Traffic Department, returned March 10th 
from a vacation spent in California. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


News is on the wane this month—Noth-. 
ing has happened to make the front page. 
Merna Stewart spent the week-end in 
Friend with home folks. Betty Okrina 
spent a dey in Lincoln Shopping and 
visiting and Leola Heins spent last week- 
end with her parents at Ulysses ... Bill 
Behrns of the Plant Department, has been 
transferred to Syracuse. He will move his 
family there when he is able to secure 
living quarters .. . Vern Campbell, Man- 
ager, is busy breaking in a new Chevro- 
let business coupe—every time he drives 
away from the office the girls piva him 
that long and wistful look for a ride but 
so far, no one has made the grade. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


The month of March began with a 
‘hankie shower” for Velma Abker to cele- 
brate her birthday, She received many 
pretty cards and hankies ... Also to make 
March cheerful, we had a wedding—I 
mean, of course, Mary Huber left us to 
take up ‘house keeping’ for her new 
husband, John Staack of Otoe. Thev were 
married March 2 at the Wyoming Church. 
Virginia Richard, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Placek, Violet Peterson, Velma Abker. 
Mary Ross, Dorothy Waters, Maxine 
Meyer and Betty Balfour all attended the 
wedding . . . Josie Shoemaker surprised 
us by announcing her marriage to Clar- 
ence Andrews of Omaha which took place 
March 12th at Hiawatha, Kansas. The 
girls then surprised her with a shower 
March 18th. She received many beautiful 
gifts and was really surprised. The eve- 
ning was spent with playing games, a 
mock wedding, refreshments and picture 
taking by the News-Press, Miss Harmon, 
who is with us again, also attended the 
shower. Good-luck to all the new brides 
. . , Say!—nearly forgot—Mirian Haase 
has a sparkler too—we wonder!!! ... 
Sorry to say Good-bye to Catherine Durr 
and Marie Sheair who are no longer with 
us, but to take thcir places we have Lois 
Roddy, Hazel Kuhns, Mary Ann Jenkins. 
and Eleanor Feilen. Weicome to the gang 
of plug-pushers girls! . .. Even tho’ many 
of the girls had the flu shot. we have 
had many on our sick list—Mary Barty- 
zelle, Josie Shoemaker, Betty Johnson, 


Violet Peterson, Lois Roddy, Mary Ross, 
Ruth Christiansen, Maxine Meyers and 
Betty Balfour, Most of the girls are back 
and feeling better ... Miss Grupe and 
Miss Harmon spent several days visiting 
our office , . . With Josie Shoemaker 
leaving us, Mrs. Josephine Placek has 
taken her place as_ supervisor, Mrs. 
“Snooks” Smith is taking Mary Barty- 
zelle’s place while Mary is ill . . . Ruth 
Christiansen and Mrs. Daisey Garreans 
are our new toll students. Mary Tackett, 
our local instructor, has been very busy 
with all of our new girls. Good-luck to 
all of you . . . Speaking of sickness, Billy 
Lant has been an absentee due to illness 

Betty Balfour spent her week-end 
visiting her parents in Shubert ., . Many 
of the girls are looking forward to our 
next party—unless surprises alter our 
plans. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


It seems like there is a ‘“Slack’’ season 
in everything we encounter, and it really 
holds true as “Your Truly” has expoari- 
enced with the ‘‘news’” .. . Maybe after 
the rush is over, and that spring is here 
now, we’ll be more on the sinny side of 
life and do something a little more ex- 
citing . . . This month, it seemed like it 
was a visiting month for the employees 
of the Seward Office. Eileen Bartels 
spent a couple of days visiting her parents 
at Daykin, Nebraska. She really had a 
swell time by the smile on her face when 
she returned. Of course, she did feel like 
she was walking on boils after a night of 
continuous skating.—No wonder, with all 
the blisters she had ... Berniece Mueller 
attended the State Basketball Tournament 
in Lincoln, of which our local Seward Hi 
team took part, Martha Merz spent a 
week-end recently visiting ‘Billy’ and 
“Mary Lynn” Machmueller, and of course, 


Safety Pup Says— 


GETTIN’ BUSY 
DOESN’T MEAN™ 


GETTIN’ HURT 


‘Seqely/ Eo 


their parents, at Norfolk. Beta Merz 
spent a day in Lincoln recently shopping. 
Chris Haberman and wife spent the week- 
end in Bertrand, Nebraska visiting rela- 


tives and friends .., “Baldy’’ Balderson 
had quite a tangle with the ‘flu bug” re- 
cently. However, he is feeling better and 
is at work again ... The Seward Traffic 
Department wishes to thank the ‘‘Hughes 
Floral Shop” for the beautiful gardenia 
corsages given each of us. We were proud 
to wear them and to know that the peo- 
ple are appreciative of the work we do. 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst and family, Mr. 
and Mrs, Elmer Dettmer, Mrs. Marguerite 
Lockhart, Junetta Krueger, Gloria Bock 
and Darlene Johannes attended the 
Minneapolis-Omaha hockey game _ in 
Omaha, Saturday, March 8, 1947... Mrs. 
Lockhart spent Sunday and Monday visit- 
ing relatives in Omaha ... Gloria Bock 
was a Lincoln shopper this month. 


Utica 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


We welcofme a new operator to our plug- 
pushing clan, Mrs. Anita Gardner. Good 
luck to you Anita!! , . Mrs. Schroeder 
has been promoted to Evening Chief Op- 
erator. Congratulations are in order for 
you. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


A ‘“Whooppee” party, honoring the 
birthdays of Ethel Daharsh, Chief Oper- 
ator and Mae Meduna, was held March 
13th at the home of Mary Beaty. The eve- 
ning was spent playing “WHOOPPEE”’ 
followed by a delicious lunch at the Wig- 
wam Cafe, Lovely gifts were presented 
and both Ethel and Mae hope to enjoy 
many more of ‘these lively birthday 
parties. Thanks girls!! ... AS our news 
goes to press, the Plant Department is 
operating with a rather depleted force. 
Dewcy Olson to date has been confined 
to his home the third week with flu and 
after effects. Homer Olsen is also laid 
up with a bad cold. Elmer Neujahr is 
suffering with what appeared to be a 
kink in the spine, but could be a touch 
of “RHUMATIZ,” but we hope not. We 
look for these people back soon as we 
not only need them, but miss them. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Department 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 
Spring has Sprung, The Grass is Green 
and we find everyone planning on vaca- 
tion and camping trips, swimming, golf, 
etc., except Bob, who is no doubt think- 
ing about that new summer home he can 


open soon ... Mr, Spohn, we hear, was 
rather surprised shall we say, when upon 
answering his phone one day someone 
burst forth with “What did you do with 
my wife!??!!” To which Mr. Spohn re- 
plied, after a long pause, rather quietly 
“Who is this?’ And the answer was Mr. 
Helm!!, who was in a hurry to contact his 
wife, who at the time was working tem- 
porarily in the Accounting Department 
. - . We were sorry to hear of Frances 
Koontz’s operation and we sincerely hope 
she is doing well and will be back with 
us soon , .. Lydia Schneider had one of 
those freakish plays happen to her one 
night reccntly when she was bowling with 
the league. It seems she had rolled her 
second ball and upon sitting down saw 
another ball roll off the rack, down the 
alley knocking down the remaining pins. 
But of course she didn’t get credit for 
them ...An oddity that happened in this 
office last month were the gifts and paper 
dolls which Dorothy Carlson received 
through the mail, Each one of those paper 
men were labeled with a little note at- 
tached. Too bad human men, don’t come 
that-a-way ...In closing we would like 
to state that there is nothing quite so en- 
joyable as spending a fiftecn minute relief 
reading poetry. And whom do we credit 
for this?? 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess. Associets Editor 


We wish to welcome Virginia Kinseth, 
our new addition to the office. We hope 
she will like her new office home. We 
have several new membcrson our con- 
struction crews also, they include: Wayne 
Rath, Donald Larson, Harold Hoffman and 
Merle Hurlburt ... Mr, and Mrs. Richard 
Tierney announce the birth of a son, born 
March 9, 1947, at the Mary Lanning Hos- 
pital at Hastings. Mr. Tierney is an em- 
ployee of the Hastings Construction De- 


partment... Mr, W. F. Combs spent tho 
week end of March 8th at Lincoln, visit- 
ing friends and relatives ... We are 


happy to report that Mrs. Clifford shows 
a little improvement as each day goes 
by and we all will certainly be happy 
when she can be home again. . , We had 
many sufferers of the flu this past month. 
They include G. A. Foster, G. W. Hansen, 
W. P. Conn, Ed Hlina and D, C. Weaver. 
We hope and trust they will all be back 
on their feet as this goes to press. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Merrow, Associate Editor 


New employees this month are Miss 
Helen Kehling, Mrs. Elsie Gill, stenog- 
raphers; and C. C. Rook. janitor ‘ 
Charles J. Harrington will be absent from 
his part time assignment in the garage un- 
til after spring football practice at the 
University of Nebraska ... The flu bug, 

and other _ sick- 
MERE Citas Ree nesses, has Kept 
: LOE 5 many of our group 
i ta absent from work 
during this’ past 
month. Roy Reid 
had his second bat- 
tle with the ‘flu’ 
just as he planned 
to take his vaca- 
tion, H. R. Dudgeon 
jas been back at 
work for only short 


George Frohlich, 
who retired from 
the construction de- 
partment in 1940. 
He was, for many 
years, a truck driv- 
er for Harry Moss’ 
crew. 


periods of time. Some others absent be- 


cause of sickness were R. J. Donaldson, 


W. F. Grant, Leland Rauch, and W. R. 
Knee ... L. <A. Stacy’s daughter, 
Margaret, a former employee in the 
mail room and _é Service Department, 
was married on March 30, 1947 to Glenn 
Porter, formerly of Kentucky , at a 
church wedding held at Elm Park Meth- 
odist church. They will make their home 
in Superior, Nebraska for the present... 
Lyle Rauch, warehouseman on military 
leave since February, 1946, returned to 
work on March 24th. We are all glad to 
see him back. Lyle’s return leaves just one 
of our group still in military scrvice, 
Robert E. Chamberlain. Bob, who is the 
son of Merle Chamberlain, entered mil- 
itary service in September, 1945. He is 
now overseas, with a San Francisco Fleet 
Postoffice address. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


The long awaited spring weather has 
finally hit home camp and it didn’t take 
long for our fellow employees to grab 
thir golfing clothes and head merrily to 
the nearest golf course. C. Eggerss even 
received a slight sunburn one of his first 
days out . .. Bill Quinn has been pro- 
moted to a movie projectionist and has 
been presenting movies all over town 


interesting and remembered place he has 
been sent so far was the Men’s Reforma- 
tory. We wonder if he had any difficulty 
in gettine out since it was so well re- 
membered but of course he’Jl never tell 
. Mavis Everett, Viola Fischer, Ella 
Knobel, and Irene Hamilton held a miscel- 
laneous shower for Nora Mae Cline on 
March 24th at Mavis’ home. The evening 
was svent plaving ‘“conotie’’ and a vsond 
time was had by all. Nora Mae will be 
united in marriage to Gordon Johnson on 
Avril 5th at her home in Polk. We’re 
wishing you much happiness, Nora 
Mon, Wood srent a counle davs in Omaha 
this month attending a sorority conven- 
tion while Viola Fischer journeyed to 
Chicago to visit relatives. Lee Schlentz 
was home two days due to the flu . 
Marjorie Whiting really has the spring 
bug as she recently bought a nice little 
home and is in the deep process of mov- 
ins, ecleanins. ete. . . . Our new proud 
grandpa has been busy making known the 
new addition to the Cary family tree. The 
7 lb. 9 oz. baby girl was born to Betty 
Cary Hayward on March 26th and both 
papa and grandpa are feeling fine 

See you in the Easter Parade! 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Assoctete Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schneider welcomed 
a new arrival, Cheryl Beth, on March 19, 
at the Saint Flizameth’s Hosnital . .. A 
new member of our forces is Mrs. Amelia 
Christopher in Mr. Neff’s department, 
She is taking the place of Cora Gillam, 
who resigned recently to be married . . 
Mr. V. B. Hutchison underwent an ap- 
pendectomy operation on Tuesday, March 
4, and returned home March 17, He is 
said to be improving rapidly and we hove 
he is back on the job again soon... Mr. 
A. Albers spent two weeks changing in- 
struments for conversion at Burchard 


and Steinauer ... Don Rutledge and Boyd 
Wedgwood are very proud to be driving 
new Companv trucks .. . The Service 


Department, like everyone else, has been 
very hard hit by the flu this month, with 
twenty-two members out because of it. 
Thev have all recovered now and are back 
on the jiob again, except E. L. Martin 
and A. M. Geist of the switchroom, whom 
we hope to see back again real soon . 
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How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


October 1, 1946 
November 1, 1946 
December 1, 1946 
January 1, 
February 1, 1947 
March 1, 1947 
April 1, 1947 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 


Central District 
Eastern District 
Southern District 
Western District 


Total Stations in 
Service 1-31-47...........- 86, 


We all wish to extend our deepest sym- 
pathy to Mr. Jay Pugsley, whose brother 
Dr. George Pugsley of Bayard, Nebraska, 
was killed recently in an automobile ac- 
cident. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Mabel Volpp reports a very eniovable 
ride on the “Tonnerville Trolley.’”” The 
ocasion was a visit to Mrs. Orville Lenz, 
formerly Frances Petersen of the Traffic 
Department ... Spring is in the air, and 
Betty Bock seems confused. Recentlv 
when the elevator stopped on the second 
floor Betty sailed off and tried to find 
the Traffic Department ...Annetta Griess 
has been receiving a lot of congratulations 
on her recent winning of a _ suggestion 
award. A fine suggestion, Annetta : 
De Lores Pape spent a week-end at her 
home at Adams... Once in a while novel 
things do happen, Recently a customer 
insisted on giving Mrs, Bryan the correct 
(?) routing on a call, When she did not use 
it, he calmly informed her that he wished 
to have an operator that would route his 
call the right way... Mrs. Amelia Chris- 
topher is the new addition to the custo- 
dian force Phyllis Rising was the 
honoree at a personal shower given by 
Betty Hinman at her home. A large num- 
ber attended and the evening was en- 
joyably spent ... Mabel Volpp attended 
the wedding of her brother, Gerald Volpp, 
to Miss Ila Jean Muller at Scribner . 

De Lores Long, with her husband, spent 
a week-end at Ogallala Marie Ad- 
kisson spent a few days visiting her 


brother at Sidney .. . Barbara Block- 
witz and Linda Bartels have been ap- 
pointed full time supervisors . .. Blanche 


Forst has been given desk classification 
. . Lillian Schafer, Marilyn Martin and 
Lorraine Williams have been given desk 


rates . . . Genevieve Griffin and Lois 
Kohn have been appointed part time sup- 
ervisors . . . Elaine Scovell, Bernice Itzen 
and Darlene Schomaker have been given 
Evening Chief Operator rates ... We're 
very proud of our volley ball team and 
their splendid record .,. . Jeanne Fram- 


stead is happily wearing a new diamond 


: New classes include Dawn Guffey 
taught by Della Wilcox; also Marilyn 
Brundige, Iris Rath and De Vere Fisher 
instructed by Ruth Marcks; Kathleen Bish, 
Roberta Harper and Mary Melvin with 
De Lores Glover instructor .. . Local 
students are Lila Camp, Luella Hill, Ra- 
mona Jack, Genevieve Straka, Mary 
Findley, Alma Reddick and Darlyne 
O’Keefe ... Andy Andrews has been ill 
with the flu... Paul Henson is back after 
a bout with it also . . Rod Andrews 
has had to radeem himself by cups of 
coffee for his recent ‘different’ but well- 
meaning instruction given to an opera- 
tor on how to put through a particular 
call. Sorry, Rod, we couldn’t accom- 
modate you but it still requires two calls 
to talk to two different parties in dif- 
ferent towns! . Marie Jackson has a 
new stove and recently demonstrated her 
culinary skill by broiling and grilling at 
the same time. We wonder what the re- 
sults actually were ... Question of the 
week—does Minnie Metcalf answer a 
knock on her door at midnight or what 
does she do? Mrs. Norris, of the 
Cafeteria, is vacationing in Youngstown, 
Ohio .. . We miss the genial and cheery 
presence of Dorothy Nelson, Assistant 
Chief Operator—hurry back, Dorothy! 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Auburn 


We wish to welcome two new em- 
ployees to our force this month, Vern 
Cotton as groundman and Manica Lempka 
as operator . . Dean Robinson, ground 
man resigned March 1st and plans to enter 
the Navy soon Congratulations are 
extended to Velda Gillispie, commercial 
clerk on the very good looking third fin- 
ger left hand diamond that she has been 
wearing since February 22nd ... Stella 
Clark was in Omaha March 8th and Mon- 
ica Lempka went to Tecumseh. 


Beatrice 


Marion Fiedler and Dorothy Trauernicht 
Correspondents 


Very little seems to have taken place as 
far as Beatrice Traffic Department is con- 
cerned, The third finger, left hand of 
Leila Broadston has a glitter since a cer- 
tain Friday evening. . A number of 
the girls were on the sick list with the 
flu... . Phyllis Brockmeyer and Ruth 
Hellman are the new toll students of 
Kathryn BZrown and Pernal Moore... 
Miss Brockmeyer also made the local 
society page last Sunday as a model 
featuring Easter outfits . . . With spring 
here and vacations being planned next 
month should be more newsy. 


Burchard 


Patty Schutz was unable to work a 
fow days because of illness, Mrs. Wilcox’s 
niece, Mrs. Bocek of Wilber helped out 
and Mabel Dougherty is also back with us 
again. 

Cook 

Mary Estes spent the week end of March 
2nd with friends in Lincoln. Mayme Lage- 
man spent a day in Fremont with her 
daughter. 

Dawson 


Mrs. Duryeas’ son, Riley, returned to 
camp after spending a two weeks’ fur- 
lough at home. 

Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 

Cigars were given by Gordon Neal of 
the Plant Dapartment on March 17th. 
who became the proud father of a son 

. Mary Melvin of the Traffic Depart- 
ment has been transferred to Lincoln 

. , Lela Watson spent a recent week end 
in York. 


Humboldt 
Mariella Wuliamson, Correspondent 


Betty Lou Herr spent a week end in Lin- 
coln. Mr. and Mrs, George Damon enter- 
tained the Humboldt employees at their 
home ... Mary Meister is eagerly wait- 
ing the arrival of spring so she can go 
fishing. 


Pawnee Telephone Company 
(Connecting Company) 


Manager Flowerday’s wife and son were 
Lincoln visitors ... Mrs. Cecile Morehead 
and daughter were Kansas City visitors 
the week end of March 15th . , . Manager 
Flowerday and family were Humboldt 
visitors March 9. 


Steinauer 


Mary Kalin underwent an appendectomy 
at the Pawnee Hospital March ilth. Hope 
to see you back to work soon, Mary... 
Recent visitors of Mrs. Divis were her 
sisters Mrs. Ed Divis, Genoa, Mrs. Alvin 
Dockweiler, Wahoo, and Mrs. Neal Peter- 
son of Davey. 


Sterling 


Esther Fritz spent several days with 
her mother in Adams. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


The familiar voice of Mrs, Loan Koons 
can be heard one again, she is helping 
us out for a while . . . Goldie Thompson 
spent a few days with her daughter, Mrs. 
Vic Buethe in Colorado... Jerrie Murphv 
spent March 19th in Omaha with friends 
. . , Edna Ragon made a business trip 
to Omaha on the 21st... Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Fowler spent the week end of March 
15th in Weeping Water with Jack’s 
mother, who was celebrating her 89th 
birthday . . Mr. Ryan has rcturned to 
work after several days of illnes — 
Lewis Wentz’ car was stolen March 9th 
and was found in Kansas City the fol- 
lowing Wednesday with the gas tank 
empty. 


Western District 


Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Hastings 


Betty Hemberger, Lois Williams and 
Carolee Grothaus, Correspondents 


Our new toll students are Betty Buman, 
Anna Johnson, Elizabeth Willmes' and 
Carol Wintermute. We wish you lots of 
luck, girls . . . New students on local are 
Agnes Pavelka and Doris Bramble 
Marie Preston has returned to our office 
after a three years absence ... We are 
sorry to see Joy Bruckman leave us. We 
sure will miss her checry smile : 
Doris Ground is resigning to take up a 
new career, housekeeping. We hope you 
and Mr. Roger will be very happy, Doris 

. Bette Harnett is going to be marricd 
too but plans to continue her position as 
a local operator We are sorry to 
have Bill Cummings leave us. We’re sure 
going to miss you, Bill . . . Aldean Inman 
is back with us after her vacation, which 
she spent in Minden, Nebraska, and Kan- 
sas City, Missouri . . The members of 
the Union had a party on February 28 
at the Hastings Woman's club. Everyone 
danecd and a wonderful lunch was served. 
We all had a swell time .. . Frieda Hoff- 
man has been spending all her days off 
in Lincoln. What’s the attraction, Frieda? 

. On February 21, a party was held in 
honor of W. E. “Bill’’ Cummings, Hastings, 
and Fred Apking, Hebron, at the Hastings 
exchange building. This party had special 
significance for both these men because 
they had completed 33 years of faithful 
service towards their chosen profession, 
Employees of the Hastings exchange 
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presented Bill with a platform rocker and 
the employes of the Geneva and Superior 
Areas presented Fred with a complete 
smoking outfit. We know that both of 
these men will enjoy their retirement 
and all of us wish them the best of every- 
thing in the years to come... We wish to 
welcome three new employees to the 
Hastings Plant Department. They are 
Floyd Crewdson, Carroll Fuller § and 
Vance Embrey. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Ann Seymour spent several weeks in 
the Osceola Area during March. 


Shelby 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Rose Halligan spent the week end of 
March 15 shopping and visiting relatives 
in Lincoln .. . Grace Lux spent March 17 
shopping in Lincoln. 


Superior 
Virginia Fuller, Correspondent 


Miss Helen Thorup started to work 
March 3 as an operator at the Superior 
exchange .. . Two operators starting toll 
training are Marjorie Gaskill and Florence 
Beck ... Six of our sixteen operators 
are graduates of the Superior High 
School Class of 1946. They are as follows: 
Patricia Gourley, Geraldeen Harrig, Flor- 
ence Beck, Hazel Rust, Beth Thompson 
and Marjorie Gaskill . . . Recent Lincoln 
visitors were Virginia Fuller and Maxine 
Chambers, Cashiers . Lloyd Whitney 
was on the sick list March 10... Hazel 
Rust, Betty Weber and Frances Meyer 
were also on the sick list recenlty . 
Clara Mae Chambers visited her sister in 
Red Cloud recently . Several of the 
girls have been Easter shopping in Hast- 
ings . . . Marjorie Gaskill, who is plan- 
ning to be married soon, was also a Hast- 
ings shopper . . . Mrs. Frank Kubat spent 
March 25 in Lincoln . Hazel Rust is 
wearing a diamond, 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cassel, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Salisbury and Jeannine 
Monson attended the Union party at 
Hastings on February 28... Jack Manka- 
myer attended the State Basketball 
Tournament in Lincoln . . . We wish to 
welcome Kathleen Lohmeier the. new 
student in the Traffic Department. 


York 
Jerry Gardner, Correspondent 


Ardis Burhoop and Darlene Klemz are 
our newly graduated toll students. Con- 
gratulations, girls! Of course thanks goes 
to Miss Sanmann, our instructor (and 
she’s a swell one too) ... At last Myra 
Eggers fiance is home from overseas. She 
decided she wanted to look new and gif- 
ferent for Al’s homecoming so she went 
to the beauty parlor and bought a new 
kind of face powder that hides freckles. 
It is very becoming to her... A new 
addition to the lounge room are some 
beautiful drapes. They have a creamy 
background with floral design of bright 
colors in the foreground, Mrs. Pflughaupt 
and Miss Metcalf chose them and _ they 
certainly pleased all of the girls : 
Artis Bowen’s’ favorite recreation is 
roller skating, We understand she’s quite 
good too .. .Washington, Lincoln and St. 
Pat. aren’t the only important people 
born in the months of February and 
March. Ruth Swanson and Lloyd Cleve- 
land’s birthdays were both properly cele- 
brated with individual cakes and a 
candle, plus the birthday song. 


Lincoln Employees Give 173 Percent Quota 
In Red Cross Appeal 


HE EMPLOYEES of Lincoln 

have once again responded to the 
annual Red Cross fund campaign in 
a manner which brought praise from 
the committee in charge and a deep 
sense of satisfaction to the thirteen 
departmental captains who were in 
charge of the solicitation of em- 
ployees. It is refreshing to find, in 


times such as these, that most of us 
are keenly interested in alleviating 
the plight of our more unfortunate 
countrymen, and aware of the great 
work which the Red Cross does 
when disaster or pestilence strikes 
in any part of the land. 

A summary of the returns from 
the solicitations are given below: 


Department Captain No. Pledges §=Amount 
Accounting Wise: Tete scsccd sect cc teevereeeatecceace 56 $ 135.50 
Commercial, Genl. Pe ic, CSO seas ranneaccneecen ncaa ens 11 44.00 
Commercial, Local Peoward. Spann le: sxctdsccccecesesecesee 3 79.00 
Construction Bea. Wee COUPIG Rice sas veces nema 52 197.50 
Eastern -Dist.. Oftice Ju Ac MeR ii zieisiiceneochncanas 3 9.00 
Engineering | AUS ae oS | Se ec eee 12 84.50 
General Plant (D-Day SBERCR GON boos. execu tae ccsatsics. 8 32.00 
Service Department Wm. Hassler ....:.......--.2..0....c0c.-000- 98 324.00 
Shop and Supply Plorence: Tatiian: 23.2cc.. nei 59 157.50 
Traffic, Genl. Erma Dilworth sc. ccsoncncnciececcdectees 24 122.00 

' Catherine Cooley 
Traffic, Local DasGtay: Bryan chee tected 84 254.05 
Treasurer's Office F. J. Bettenhausen...............0........ 11 78.50 

TPGUAL . Suipicgueretess iced Usvevasouwcdoncancexerencnasturiavcommeteniet aie $1517.55 
@ | Te): Een ee $875.00 Percent. of Quota Raised occcccccecccccscseceoie 173 


Dick Morgan Writes 


From California 


UR editor is in receipt of a wel- 

come letter from M. H. “Dick” 
Morgan, who will be remembered as 
the former manager at Syracuse and 
as a dangerous golfer. It reads in 
part: 

“Inasmuch as we have sold our 
place in LaHabra I thought it would 
be a good idea to let you know of 
my new address. Even though I 
have never before written to you, I 
think of you often and Mary Ann 
and I get a big kick out of the 
NEWS each month. We will read 
it with relish as long as you will 
send it to us. 

“We may get back on a visit to 
Nebraska in a year or two and I 
surely will be glad to see all of our 
old friends. We had a nice visit 
with Elmer Moorehead of Geneva 
last summer. 

“T don’t have time to play golf 
any more, it seems. The laundry 
truck keeps me busy about five and 
a half days a week while Saturday 
is a bad time to try to play out here; 


too many people with the same 
idea. 
“Remember us to everyone, as 
ever 
M. H. Dick Morgan, 
329 East Orange, 
Pico, California.” 


Orchids For Our 


Long Distance Operators 
FORMER Lincoln resident, Mrs. 


H. Jackson, who is currently 
making her home in Gainesville, 
Florida, feels that the Lincoln toll 
operators have a bouquet due them, 
and presents it in a recent letter from 
which we quote: 

‘Enclosed is a check for our final 
bill. I want to thank you for being 
so nice to us while we were in Lin- 
coln. No matter where we go we've 
never found long distance operators 
lite those in Lincoln. When my hus- 
band was in an army hospital for 
five months last summer, any call I 
got through was through the efforts 
of the Lincoln operators. We cer- 
tainly feel that we owe your girls a 
debt of gratitude.” 
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Holding the Line 


[ THE telephone company is cast- 

ing around for ways to make 
more money, a friend of mine came 
up with a nifty idea the other day. 
He is the father of a 16-year-old girl, 
and is thereby completely cut off 
from communication with the out- 
side world. 


I have tried to telephone this fel- 
low hundreds of times during the 
evening, but always get the busy 
buzz. Since he lives only a mile 
away in Evanston, we are thinking 
of going up to our respective roofs 
and using smoke signals. It seems 
the easiest way out. 


This girl of his grabs the tele- 
phone at 6 p. m. and hangs on until 
bedtime. Neither bribes nor threats 
can budge her from her station and 
my friend’s whole social life has gone 
to pot—people just don’t even try 
to ask him over any more. There is 
a wild hunted look in his eye as he 
sits in his chair and broods, night 
after night. 


I have canvassed my other friends 
with adolescent children, and find 
the same situation. In fact, this 
sorry state of affairs has even spread 
below the border—a lady on our 
staff who just returned from Mexico 
reports that she was dining at the 
home of a Mexican general who 
missed out on four insurrections 
while his daughter was on the tele- 
phone. 


Anyhow, this friend of mine sug- 
gests that the telephone company in- 
stall a “Junior Circuit” in every 
home with children. This circuit 
would operate at a specially reduced 
rate and be used only by kids under 
18—with a stiff penalty if they reach 
for the “Adult Circuit.” I don’t 
know how technically feasible this 
is, but it sure would bring joy to 
millions of frustrated families. 

—Sydney J. Harris (Chicago Daily News) 


A single large dial telephone ex- 
change requires 4,000 miles of wire 
In pieces of varying length and as 
many as 2,500,000 solder connections 
before it is ready to use. 
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hen a reoord came to the Custocban thak 
Someone was Eracking Grease OM! over Lhe 
general office building, Lyman Ner¥ sent 
one of fis men to Xird the cuppriE and £0 
renove the traces of his wanderings, Lé 
Was easy enough to get on the trai! and 
Yoow 1é ground the third and xourth 
Yoorns, ack to second and down Lo the 
service Department, where Lhe weary 
custodian, erasing the tracks one by 
one, Found they sed straight Lo the 
0esk ~ and to the /ekt fool — oF L Yugsley : 
Who had jusb Wiscovered a lorge gob 
OF Grease On his Shoe . 


Cofeteria patrons were allagog the 
the other akternoon when Lean Hamilton 
b/ew bumselk to a fountain special such as 
the oldest epicure had never Seen — 
before; trom bottom Lo top sé cansystea 
of a large piece of chocolate cake, 
@ Couble helping oF vanilla !cé cream, 
another huge slab of chocolate layer 
cake, a Second strata of /ce cream, 
capped by 8 thick mantle of choco/ake 
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Southern District Manager 


pa 
Neighbors of the Yers at Nebraska C. iLy were guile concerned, 
one recent night, to see two men crawling abowe the /awn 
on their knees, picking up worms and putting them into a 
bucke¥ ,,, 1é developed that Doc Ojers and John Ruppel, 
oth ardent fishermen had been Jong awaiting the Nght 
when the giant tishworms came out and by being right 
on the fob at the proper Line they harvested 3 

| Jumper crop of the tat invertebrates by simply 
dicking them off the grass. 


1 was ABOUT) Mike Laan Jost his overcoat the omer 

READY TOGET ) dayand was about fo blow a fuse when 

MY IRISH J the thier" walked in toreturn lt to 
up! Aim. The man owned one exactly 

like 1£ and seeing Mikes coat when 

| leaving a Cake he took i£ and Wore it 

ie home where he found his of Coa. 

Do Nag FINONG 8 [ECCIVES Cap iN 

AUR VES pocket he concluded the coat 

must belong to 2 telephone. 


\ VY Inat1; and lost po 
SS time ifn Eracing 
ANSI abu the owner. 
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eAnnual Report for 1946 


HE ANNUAL REPORT of Company operations for 


1946 contains much information of interest and im- 
portance to employees. The following excerpts are 
recommended for your careful study: 


The outstanding feature in the operation of The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company during 1946 
was the amount of telephone service used and needed in 
the territory served. During the year the Company had 
a total gain of 8,052 stations, including 1,096 rural tele- 
phones, bringing the total at the year end to 84,411 sta- 
tions, a new all-time high. In spite of these gains during 
1946, there were on hand at the year end unfilled orders 
for 854 telephones. Completed outward long distance 
messages totaled 3,111,843. This was more than twice 
the number in 1940 and approximately 9% more than 
in 1945. Careful estimates indicate that the amazing total 
of 142,140,000 local calls were handled in 1946 by the 
Company. 


EARNINGS 


The operating revenues of the Company for 1946 were 
$4,478,768.00, an increase of $309,956.00, or 7.4% over 
1945. Operating expenses, other than Federal income 
taxes, increased $378,187.63, or 11.4%. Increased ex- 
penses reflected mainly increased wages as well as an 
increase in the number of employees. Total income avail- 
able for interest and dividends amounted to $589,172.52, 
which was an increase of $26,182.97 over 1945. 


TAXES MORE THAN TWICE 
THE AMOUNT PAID TO INVESTORS 


Federal excise taxes at war-time rates paid by the users 
of telephone service, which are not in the Company’s 
revenue accounts since they are included as separate items 
on customers’ bills and are remitted to the United States 
Treasury, amounted to $722,813.71 in 1946. These taxes 
alone greatly exceeded the Company’s total income avail- 
able for interest and dividends. Taking into account also 
taxes paid by the Company itself, the cost of telephone 
service to the customers of The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in 1946 included for taxes an aver- 
age of $15.01 per telephone. This total paid for taxes 
was more than twice the amount provided for a return 
to those who have furnished the money to build the 
lines and equipment which the customer uses. 


SURPLUS INADEQUATE 


As a result of operations in 1946, the Company was 
able to transfer to surplus at the year end, after payment 
of interest and dividends, a total of $122,613.88. If the 
increase in wages which went into effect on April 21, 
1946, had been in effect for the entire year, the increased 
wages would have been more than the entire balance that 
was transferred to surplus. During the past ten years the 
surplus of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany has increased at the average rate of only $24,442.14 
per year. This is the margin of safety that the Company 


has had to meet unforeseen developments in this rapidly 
changing world and to assure that the Company shall at 
all times be able to render the highest quality of telephone 
service to the public. By any prudent standard it is en- 
tirely too Small. 


RATE INCREASE 


On February 21, 1947, the Company filed with the 
State Railway Commission of the State of Nebraska a 
new schedule for exchange rates and charges and asked 
the Commission to grant authority for the new schedule 
to be placed in effect. In general it is proposed that resi- 
dence rates be increased 50 cents per month and business 
rates $1.00 per month, although in certain cases where 
special situations exist the schedule varies from this 
standard. The Company states in its petition to the Rail- 
way Commission that the cost of its telephone plant and 
working capital as of December 31, 1946, was $16,242,- 
503.00 which is substantially less than the present fair 
value of this property. For the year ended December 31, 
1946, the Company’s net income on this plant and prop- 
erty represented a return of only 3.45%, which is wholly 
inadequate and insufficient. 


In spite of the fact that the volume of business is the 
largest in the Company’s history, net income in 1946 was 
only slightly more than during the worst years of the 
depression and less than it was 10 years ago. Since 1940 
labor costs, which represent about 60% of all expenses, 
have gone up 123%, or more than double. The Company 
now has more telephones in service than ever before but 
in spite of this, the labor cost per telephone in service 
rose from $18.50 in 1940 to $31.90 in 1946. 


Since 1940, the costs of materials, supplies, and tele- 
phone equipment used in the business have increased on 
the average of approximately 35%. Increases in many 
staple items which represent substantial proportions of the 
total, however, have increased to a greater degree. For 
example, copper wire has gone up 65%, poles 60%, and 
dial switching equipment 53%. 


PLANT AND FACILITIES 


Shortages of material and labor made the maintenance 
and expansion of telephone plant extremely difficult 
throughout the entire year. New exchange buildings are 
in process of construction at Plattsmouth and Tecumseh. 
In spite of repeated delays in the completion of these 
buildings, it now appears that they will be ready for the 
installation of new dial equipment about the middle 
of 1947, 


Some years ago the Company embarked on a pro- 
gram of converting all manually operated exchanges to 
dial operation as rapidly as practicable. Subscribers will 
thus be furnished the best and most modern service which 
is universally desired. 


The progress that has been made in converting service 
to dial operation is illustrated by the following table of 
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the number of dial exchanges in operation in addition 
to Lincoln: 
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Four exchanges, Crab Orchard, McCool, Bellwood 
and Brock, were converted to unattended dial operation 
during 1946. Equipment was received and installation 
started on eight other exchanges which are scheduled for 
conversion to unattended dial operation early in 1947. 
Orders have been placed for the new equipment needed 
to install unattended dial equipment in thirty-three addi- 
tional exchanges, in which it is expected the new equip- 
ment will be installed during 1947 and 1948. 


Two hundred additional lines of dial equipment were 
added to the Lincoln central offices during 1946 and 
orders were placed with suppliers for an additional fifteen 
hundred lines. Line additions were also made to the 
switchboards at Beatrice, Hastings and Auburn during 
the year. 


MOBILE TELEPHONE SERVICE 


During the year the Company was granted an experi: 
mental license to operate a highway mobile radio tele- 
phone service. This was the first such license to be 
granted to any independent telephone Company in the 
nation. The equipment was installed and placed in opera- 
tion in August, being one of the first of such installations 
by either independent or Bell companies. During the Fall 
of 1946 the equipment was used on an experimental basis 
by a number of the customers of the Company and ex- 
perience with it seemed to prove its worth and depend- 
ability. 

Since the first of the year a license to operate this 
equipment on a commercial basis has been granted to 
the Company and a schedule of rates has been filed with 
the Nebraska State Railway Commission. It 1s difficult 
to determine the extent of the ultimate demand for this 
service, but we believe it will be substantial. The North- 
western Bell Telephone Company has received a license 
to install highway mobile radio telephone service along 
the major highways in Iowa, and expects to extend this 
service through Nebraska. At that time is is expected 
that the territory of The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company will provide an important link in this 
chain of operation. 


EMPLOYEES 


During the year the number of employees on the pay 
roll of the Company increased from 1,213 at the end of 
1945 to 1,387 at the end of 1946. The total annual pay 
roll of the Company increased from $2,197,194 in 1945 
to $2,693,287 in 1946. Of the total of 137 employees who 
left the Company to enter the military service of their 
country during the war period, 4 are still on military 
leave of absence and 93 have returned to their employ- 
ment with the Company. 

During the year protracted negotiations were carried 
on with the United Union of Telephone Workers, repre- 


senting the eligible employees of the Company, regarding 
wages and working conditions. On June 10th an agree- 
ment was reached, retroactive to April 21, 1946, which 
resulted in an average pay increase of approximately 20% 
to all employees. 

The program maintained by The Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company to encourage employee thrift 
permits salary deductions for group life insurance at a 
low cost, payments to hospital service and surgical care 
organizations, deposits in savings institutions, and pur- 
chase of United States Savings Bonds. The employees 
during the past year have participated actively in the 
Treasury program of purchasing United States Savings 
Bonds through pay roll deductions. During the year 
$96,843.75 of United States Savings Bonds were pur- 
chased by the employees through this method. 

The Telephone Employes Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation and the Telephone Employes Mutual Benefit 
Association, formed in recent years, have proved a very 
definite help to the employees in handling their personal 
financial problems, and enjoy a wide and growing par- 
ticipation on the part of the employees. These organiza- 
tions, developed by the employees at only incidental Com- 
pany expense for sponsorship, have been successfully 
conducted by the employees and provide opportunity for 
worthwhile and constructive employee activity. 


SERVICE PINS 


During November and December the Company pre- 
sented service pins to 464 employees having 10 or more 
years of service with the Company. Two hundred and 
three of these received service pins representing 25 or 
more ‘years of service. 


BENEFIT AND PENSION PLAN 


The Plan of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company for Employees’ Pensions, Disability Benefits 
and Death Benefits was established on January 1, 1917, 
and has now been in effect for over thirty years. It has 
been of continuing value over the years in meeting the 
problems of sickness, accident, and death and provides for 
pensions for retired employees. 

Payments under the Plan are provided without any 
direct or indirect cost to employees and benefits of the 
Plan apply alike to all who become eligible, according 
to their ages, lengths of service and rates of pay. 

Pension accruals added to the Trust Fund during the 
year amounted to $149,686.29. At the end of the year 
there were 39 men and 48 women, or a total of 87 on the 
service pension rolls and during 1946, $48,786.29 was paid 
by the Pension Fund in service pension. 


TEAMWORK IN SERVICE 


Telephone work is teamwork from bottom to top. The 
results that have been accomplished this year in the face 
of great difficulties could not have been achieved without 
the enthusiastic and devoted effort of all concerned. It 
will continue to be the Company’s endeavor to recog- 
nize its mutual obligation to all those associated with the 
business, whether as customer; employee, or contributor 
of capital. 
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Union Calls Strike 


RESENTED hereafter is a factual 
summary of negotiations between 
the Company and the Union as they 
have progressed to the date the 
“News” went to press. 


On January 28 the Union notified 
the Company that it was cancelling 
the wage and general contracts then 
existing, effective March 31. 


On February 11 the Union’s first 
demands were received by the Com- 
pany. These demands amounted to 
an increase on an average of $24.38 
per week for all employees in the 
bargaining unit. The demands to- 
taled 214 million dollars per year in 
increased wages and if agreed to 
would have nearly doubled the Com- 
pany s wage cost. Total wage costs 
under this proposal would have 
amounted to $650,000 more money 
than the entire gross revenue of the 
Company in 1946. The demands 
were beyond the ability of the Com- 
pany to pay and were rejected at the 
beginning of negotiations. 


On April 7 the Union called its 
members out on strike. This action 
was coordinated with a nation-wide 
walk-out by Union affiliates of the 


National Federation of Telephone 
Workers. 


The Company made two proposals 
to the Union on April 1 and 2 re- 
spectively, prior to the strike. Both 
were rejected. Briefly stated these 
were: 

1. That a recess in negotiations 
would be agreed upon until a na- 
tional wage pattern had been estab- 
lished or until Northwestern Bell 
wages had been decided. Agreements 
later reached would be retroactive 
to April 1 on which date the former 
contract expired. 


2. That a board of arbitration 
tomposed of five qualified and im- 
partial citizens of Nebraska be ap- 
pointed by the Governor of Nebras- 
ka to study the issues and hand down 
a judgment which would be binding 
on both the Company and the Union. 

A meeting of Company and 
(/nion representatives was held in 
the office of the Governor at his 


request on April 2. Attending also 
was Mr. E. H. Ries who represented 
the United States Concilation Serv- 
ice. At the suggestion of Mr. Ries, 
and with the approval of the Gov- 
ernor, the Company modified its sug- 
gestion as to the organization of the 
Arbitration Board by agreeing that 
one member of the Board should be 
an arbitrator of the U. S. Concilia- 
tion Service to be selected by the 
Governor from a list which would be 
submitted to him. This proposal also 
was submitted in writing to the 
Union and was rejected by them. 


After the strike had been in prog- 
ress for five days, the Union, on 
April 11, offered a second wage pro- 
posal which was about 35% less 
than the original. This demand 
asked for average wage increases of 
$14.56 per week for employees of 
the bargaining unit. Total wages 
under this demand would have ap- 
proximated the Company’s entire 
revenue. It also was rejected by the 
Company. 


A third proposal was made by the 
Union on April 17 which the Union 
estimated would amount to an aver- 
age weekly increase of $6.00. The 
Company also rejected this offer and 
made the counter proposal “if em- 
ployees desire to return to work, the 
present wage schedules will be con- 
tinued, and that if you (The Union) 
will agree to postpone further nego- 
tiations until our rate case is deter- 
mined, the Company will agree that 
new wage schedules then to be ne- 


gotiated will be made retroactive to 
April 1st.” 


Negotiations were continued on 
April 26 when, following a discus- 
sion with Union officials, the Com- 


pany drew up the following memo- 
randum: 


“It is mutually agreed by and be- 
tween the above named parties (The 
Company and the Union) that the 
Union will call off the strike and re- 
port its members back to work Mon- 
day morning, April 28, 1947, and 
that all negotiations for the settle- 
ment of wages and other matters 
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shall be postponed until such time as 
the Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company has entered into a new 
working agreement; and 


“Tt is further mutually agreed by 
and between the parties that in the 
interim the terms and conditions of 
the previous contract between the 
parties hereto shall apply and be in 
full force and effect. 


“For the mutual benefit of all par- 
ties concerned, the Union and the 
Company further agree that in re- 
turning to work, neither party will 
permit any of its members, or any 
of its employees respectively, to 
snub, to be discourteous to, to mis- 
treat, or fail to pleasantly work with 
or be agreeable with any employee, 
whether he is or is not a member of 
the Union. Employees violating the 
provisions of this subsection are sub- 
ject to disciplinary action, including 
discharge from employment. 


“Upon settlement of the North- 
western Bell Telephone Company's 
agreement, as above mentioned, par- 
ties hereto agree to promptly resume 
negotiations and make a sincere ef- 
fort to work out a satisfactory agree- 
ment between them.” 

This offer was rejected by the 
Union. 

As we go to press, negotiations 
between the Company and_ the 
Union are still being conducted. A 
fourth proposal has been submitted 
by the Union and the Company is 
engaged in preparing a wage sched- 
ule and contract proposal. 


Employees Library 

ISS LULA KLOEPPER, our 

able librarian, reports that two 
new books have been added to the 
available selections for those who 
enjoy curling up in the easy chair in 
the evening with a good story along 
the lines of fiction. The latest novels 
are “Mrs. Mike,” by Benedict and 
Nancy Freeman, and “The Chequer 
Board,” by Neville Shute. The li- 
brary is located on the second floor 
of the General Office Building at 
Lincoln and is well stocked with 
reading material to suit a wide va- 
riety of reading inclinations. You are 
invited to drop in and browse around. 


Are You A Co-op Member? 


HE 438 employees of the Com- 
pany who are members of the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees Co- 
operative Credit Association are a 
splendid endorsement of the worth 
and usefulness of membership in 
this organization. The Co-op offers 
security for your savings and pro- 
vides loans to members at a reason- 
able rate of interest. Interest com- 
pounded semi-annually is also paid 
on savings which you may arrange 
on the payroll deduction plan if you 
wish. The Co-op is an association 
formed of, organized and managed 
by the employees of this Company. 
If you are not now a member, you 
will find it worthwhile to talk to 
your supervisor about joining. 


Your failures won't harm you un- 
til you begin blaming them on the 
other fellow. 


Nebraska was admitted to the 
union in 1867. 


eAnother Gor 


NOTHER interesting and worth- 

while convention of the Ne- 
braska Telephone Association was 
held this year at the Hotel Lincoln 
at Lincoln on April 8 and 9. The 


meeting was under the direction of 


x 


the association secretary-treasurer, 
Mr. George M. Kloidy, who ar- 
ranged a splendid program covering 
a variety of timely subjects. The ses- 
sions were well attended in spite of 
a somewhat limited registration of 
representatives from our Company 
and the Northwestern Bell as a re- 
sult of the strike. Of special interest 
this year was the revival of the traf- 
fic conference which was ably con- 
ducted by Mayme Workmen, traffic 
supervisor of the Illinois Telephone 
Association. The number registered 
at the traffic session was 27. Two 
hundred guests enjoyed a delightful 


The Nebraska Tele- 
Phone Association’s 
board of directors. 
Secretary - treasurer 
George Kloidy and 
President W. W. 
Johnson are seated at 
the far end of the ta- 
ble. M. M. Hale, gen- 
eral commercial su- 
perintendent of our 
Company and a mem- 
ber of the board, is 
at extreme right. 


George E. Walroth keeps things moving 
in lively style as he introduces the acts on 
the program in his role as master of cere- 
monies. A variety of entertainment was 
presented for the enjoyment of the 200 
guests at the dinner following the con- 
vention sessions of the first day. 


dinner and program of entertainment 
at the conclusion of the meetings of 
the first day. George E. Walroth, 
directory and methods supervisor for 
our Company, presided as master of 
ceremonies. 

Representing our Company on the 
program were John H. Agee, vice- 
president and general manager, who 
opened the second general session 
with “Greetings from the Host Com- 
pany,” and Merle M. Hale, general 
commercial superintendent, who 
spoke on the subject “Our Obliga- 
tion to the Public.” 


Guests at the banquet had a most enjoyable evening. Clockwise around the tables: left, M. F. 
Egan, Mary Dietrich, Ed Brehm, Lorraine Vilcek, Gene Schrank, Don Swanson and Carl Ahl; right, 
Viola Fischer, Tom Risser, Morris Franklin, Victor Musselman, Harold Brady and R. C. Parsons. 
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JouRNEY'S END 


MRS. C. CHLOE RIEDEL, wife of 
Chas. Riedel, Construction De- 
partment, died April 9. Funeral 


services were held April 12 at 
Wadlows. 


F. J. WILSEY of Milford, father of 
Bonnie Wilsey of the Lincoln 
Service Department, passed away 
at his home in Milford, April 1. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Methodist Church in Milford, 
April 4. 


SIDNEY C. SMITH, husband of 
Mrs. Georgia Smith, Assistant 
Chief Operator in Lincoln, passed 
away suddenly at his home on 


April 13. Funeral services were 
held April 15 in Lincoln. 


J. T. CALKINS, father of Roberta 
Redman, operator at Friend, died 
April 25 at his home at Friend. 
Funeral services were held at 
Friend on April 27. 


MRS. NANCY HELM, mother of 
Claude Helm, Lincoln Commer- 
cial Dept., passed away at her 
home at Hale, Missouri, April 29. 
Funeral services were held at Hale 
on May 1. 


Telephone service between the 
United States and Mexico was 
opened in the year 1927. 


Who Owns The Company 
(PRE OWNERS of the Company 


are its investors who number 
4,280 and who represent every walk 
of life. Most of them are small in- 
vestors who have expressed their 
confidence in the soundness of the 
Organization and _ its management 
principles by placing their Savings in 
our Securities. The money with 
which we Carry on our business thus 
comes from the savings of the many 
—rather than from the wealth of 
the few. 

By far the largest group of in- 
vestors are the holders of preferred 
stock. These number 2,970 with 
holdings amounting to $4,500,000. 
There are 1,310 holders of Class “A” 
and Class “B” common stock whose 
investments total $2,000,533. About 
two-thirds of the money invested in 
the Company comes from these 
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stockholders. The other one-third is 
borrowed money represented by 
bonds, which involve no participa’ 
tion in ownership. Seventy-eight per 
cent of our investors are Nebraskans 
of whom ninety per cent reside in 
the territory of the Company. 


Promotions, Tra nsfers, 


Title Changes 


Georgia Smith 


Asst. Chief Chief 
Operator Operator 
Lincoln Wymore 
Accounting 


Mary Heim, clerk engineering to clerk, 
accounting. 
Plant 


Dean Bogenreif, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Plattsmouth. 


Charles H. Kermoade, lineman, construc’ 
tion, to combinationman, Syracuse. 


Glenn E. Obert, mail messenger, general 
plant, to shopman, supply. 


combinationman, Seward. 


Traffic 


Marie Adkisson, L supervisor to evening 
chief operator, Lincoln. 
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John R. Shipp, lineman, construction, to 


Imogene Robertson 


Gertrude Schrader Marie Adkisson 
Evening Chief Evening Chief 
Operator Operator 

Utica Lincoln 


Lena Bliefernich, appointed chief oper- 
ator-cashier, Burr. 

Ruth I. McCracken, L operator to L su- 
pervisor, Lincoln. 


Violet M. Molek, A operator to AL 
operator, Ashland. 

Regina Rabb, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Wymore. 


Imogene E. Robertson, assistant chief op: 
erator to chief operator, Wymore. 


Gertrude Shrader, A@L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Utica. 


Georgie M. Smith, L supervisor to assist- 
ant chief operator, Lincoln. 


Recipe of the Month 


VERYBODY likes puddings, es- 
pecially the kind that Mrs. Ida 
B. Townsend makes. Mrs. Townsend 
is well known in her community 
for a long list 
of accomplish- 
ments, not the 
least of which 
are her abilities 
along the culi- 
nary line. In fact, 
she is so ‘accom: 
plished in this 
respect that they 
even gave her 
town an appro- 
priate name. Naturally, she is from 
Cook, Nebraska. We heartily recom- 
mend that the ladies try out her 
recipe for date pudding at the earli- 
est opportunity. 
Date Pudding 
TOP MIXTURE: 1! cup each sugar 


and ground nuts. 1 box ground dates. 
2/, cup boiling water. Let simmer while 
mixing and baking pudding. 

SECOND MIXTURE: | cup sugar. 
1 teaspoonful butter. 1 egg. Mix sepa- 
rately. 

THIRD MIXTURE: 2 box ground 
dates. 1 cup boiling water. Let cool and 
add 1 teaspoonful soda, then second mix- 
ture, then add 1!4 cups flour, 1 teaspoon: 
ful baking powder, 1/2 teaspoonful salt 
and 1/4 cups nuts sifted together. 

As soon as it comes 
nixture spread over 


Ida Townsend 


Bake in flat pan. 


from oven add top ! vate 
while hot. Cool and serve with whippe 


cream. Serves 12 persons. 


Certificates Awarded 
For Safe Driving 


UR Company was well repre- 

sented as usual in the presenta- 
tion of certificates for safe driving 
which are annually awarded to Lin- 
coln commercial drivers by the public 
affairs committee of the Kiwanis 
Club. The awards were made on 
April 24 at a banquet held at the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. Six- 
ty-five employees of this Company 
received certificates representing rec- 
ords ranging from one to fifteen 
years of driving without an accident. 


Idealist: “I’d like to meet a girl 
who doesn’t drink, smoke, use 
make-up or dissipate in any way.” 

Pal: “Why?” 


Promotions Announced 


Howard Smith 
Asst. Chief 
Switchman 


URING recent weeks, three im- 


portant organization changes 
have been announced by General 
Plant Superintendent F. E. Behm, 
two of which concern appointments 
to newly created supervisory posi- 
tions. 

Effective April 1, George B. Kieth 
was named District Installation 
Supervisor, in which position he will 
report to, and receive instructions di- 
rectly from the general plant office. 
In the new post, Mr. Kieth will 
supervise and assume charge of the 
installation of C.A.X. and M.A.X. 
equipment, and such other equip- 
ment installation projects as may be 
assigned to him. 


George brings more than thirty 
years switching experience to his 
new job, having entered the business 
as an apprentice switchman in June, 
1916. He graduated to the ranks of 
first class switchmen in July, 1920, 
became foreman at the Lincoln “3” 
office in August, 1925, and began 
his work as equipment installer in 
August, 1925. 


Also on April 1, Howard C. 
Smith was promoted to the position 
of Assistant Chief Switchman, in 
which he will assist Mr. Cummings 
in the supervision of the responsibil- 
ities of the switchroom department. 
A wealth of varied telphone experi- 
ence lies behind Howard, who first 
entered employment at Harvard as 
student and helper in April, 1917. 
He served as lineman at Hastings 
and Beatrice before being appointed 
wire chief at Adams in August, 1919. 
During the next four years he was 
manager at Talmage, Dunbar and 
Ceresco and in 1923 went to Wahoo 
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George Keith 
Dist. Installation 
Supervisor Lincoln 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Arthur Holcomb 
General Foreman 


as list class combinationman. He 
came to the Lincoln switchroom in 
1928 and in 1938 was transferred to 
Seward to take charge of the auto- 
matic equipment operation there. He 
returned to Lincoln as_ special 
switchman in May, 1941, became 
merit switchman in February, 1942, 
and equipment foreman in August, 
1942, which position he held at the 
time of his recent appointment. 

On March 16 Arthur W. Hol- 
comb was appointed General Fore- 
man for the construction depart- 
ment, the position formerly held by 

lyde Boyles who has moved to Cali- 
fornia for his health. Prior to his 
joining us in 1930, Mr. Holcomb had 
worked for a number of years for 
the Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. He worked as a construc- 
tion lineman until 1937 when he was 
appointed foreman. In March, 1943, 
he entered the army, serving in the 
European Theater with the rank of 
first-lieutenant and captain. He re- 
turned to our ranks as foreman in 
December, 1945, serving in that 
capacity until his recent promotion. 


Safety Pup Says— 


CARELESS HAGITS 
SOON PUT YOU 
IN THE DOG HOUSE 
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M. F. Egan Ivan Paddock 
Lincoln Lincoin 
30 Years 25 Years 
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Marjorie Gaskill of the Superior 
Traffic Department and Linsfred L. 
Vrana of Superior were united in 
marriage March 28 at the First Bap- 
tist Church in Superior. Mrs. Vrana 
has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside in Lincoln where 
Mr. Vrana is attending the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. 

Virginia Ellen Fuller, cashier at 
Superior, became the bride of Hubert 
Simonsen of Hardy, April 1 at the 
Bethany Lutheran Church south of 
Ruskin. Mrs. Simonsen has resigned 
her position and the couple will re- 
side on a farm two miles north of 
Hardy. 

Doris Northway of the David City 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Donald Ditzler of Lincoln, April 
6 at the St. Luke’s Methodist Church 
in David City. Rev. A. L. Embree 
performed the double ring ceremony. 
The couple will reside in Lincoln. 


MNHE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of April: 

Primary members: W. J. Mce- 
Dowell, Lincoln Commercial; Wilma 
Hahle, Hastings Traffic; Marcella 
M. Morris, Beatrice Traffic; George 
A. Wasson, Construction; Mary E. 
Ramey, Lincoln Traffic; Lura_ E. 
Blackman, Ashland Traffic; Frances 
Koontz, Engineering. 

Dependents: Mrs. Ted Ray, Bea- 


trice. 


Minnie Allen 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Elsie Powell 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Thirty-Three Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 


J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln; 
R. J. Rogers, York. 


Thirty-One Years 


R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nel- 
sen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Sever Years 
Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida B. Town- 


send, Cook. 
Twenty-Six Years. 
J. L.. Baxter, W. J: Knudson,.C. F, 


Peachman, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


T. B. Chinock, Lincoln; Irene Swan, 
David City. 


Twenty-Iwo Years 


W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Met- 
calf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth: 
R. E. Wait, Hastings. 


Twenty Years 


Minnie Allen, Elsie Powell, Lincoln: 
H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice; Tilla Phipps, 
Malcolm. 


Nineteen Years 


Cc. W, Helm, A. L. Johnson, J. E. 


Smith, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Hastings; E. J. Flow- 
erday, Pawnee City; R. E. Mills, W. T. 
Nyden, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
Alethea Schulling, Raymond. 
Fourteen Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years. 
Otto Buck, L. W. Cleveland, Almyra 
M. Metcalf, Lincoln. 
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P. J. Garvey 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


H. O. Gillespie 
Beatrice 
20 Years 


Twelve Years 
Rolland R. Winders, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 


Effie Harbour, Humboldt. 
Ten Years 
P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Erika Headman, Stromsburg. 
Six Years 
Mary Ormand, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Emmaline Brenneman, Harvard; Irene 
Siefert, Jacob Albrandt, Lincoln. 


Carrier Adds Extra 
"Wires” To Exchange 


Telephone Line 

OUR families at Norton Mills, 

Vt., are helping to make tele- 
phone history. Their four telephones 
are the first in the country to try 
out new “carrier” equipment which, 
if proved successful, will provide sev- 
eral talking channels on a single ex- 
change telephone line. 

“Carrier” frequencies have for 
some time been used extensively to 
make long distance circuits carry 
more than one call at a time, but this 
is their first application to exchange 
telephone lines. 

The experiment in the Canadian- 
border village is being conducted by 
the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company and the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories. It is hoped 
that the system, when perfected, will, 
under certain conditions, prove more 
economical than stringing additional 
wire in serving new customers along 
existing telephone lines in rural areas. 


Dee progress has been made in the Company's 

$5,000,000.00 program of service expansion and im- 
provement during 1947-1949. Symbolizing this progress 
are the many new exchange and M.A.X. buildings which 
recently have been completed or are in the process of 
construction. 


Two of our larger buildings at Tecumseh and Platts- 
mouth have been completed. Cutovers to dial service are 
scheduled at both of these area points this year, Platts- 
mouth in September and Tecumseh in October. These 
conversions will add about 2,500 more subscribers to the 
total of those who now enjoy dial service. 


Tecumseh and Plattsmouth will continue to be toll 
centers after dial conversion, handling long distance calls 
as well as such services as information, service calls and 
calls to business offices through staffs of operators for 
these exchanges as well as near-by M.A.X. exchanges. 


Pictured also on these pages are typical examples of 
some of our new M.A.X. buildings. Constructed for both 
utility and appearance, such buildings constitute an im- 
portant consideration in the planning of dial conversions. 

Thirty new buildings are included in the plans for 
the program ending December 31, 1949. Some of the 
larger exchanges which are included are Ashland, Milford, 


Friend, Humboldt, Wilber, Hastings and Stromsburg. The 
Company now serves 120 exchanges of which 40 are dial. 
On May 1 we were operating 86,649 stations of which 
42,322 were dial. The recent Louisville conversion brings 
this total to 42,679. 
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The attractive M.A.X. building at Brock is located on the lot 
which was the site of the former telephone office. The property 
is now the home of Jack and Viola Little, combinationman at 
Auburn and former Brock chief operator, respectively. Jack’s rose 
trellis adds definitely to the appearance of the housing unit. The 
Brock M.A.X. serves 152 subscribers. 


New home of the Tecumseh telephone office and exchange. The dial conversion for this exchange is scheduled for October afte= 
which the new building will become the headquarters for the Tecumseh area and will house the new switchboard, dial equipment, busi- 


ness office, installation and maintenance departments and motor vehicle equipment. 
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Platismouth’s new building will become the site of the area office in September following conversion of the exchange to dial 
operation. Like Tecumseh, the new structure will provide the location for the operating department, dial equipment, business office, 
installation and maintenance departments and motor vehicle equipment. 


Chief Operator Hilda Johanns and Cashier Georgia Tartsch at 


Interior view of Tecumseh’s new business office with Area 


Plattsmouth wanted the distinction of being the first to be photo- Manager Tyler Ryan and Bill Eckles reposing on the counter. Both 
graphed in the new building and the cameraman was happy to Tecumseh and Plattsmouth buildings are of course still incomplete 


oblige. The picture shows a portion of the business office, 


M.A.X. buildings at Burchard, Peru and Otoe, 


with respect to interior appointments such as furniture and vene- 
tian blinds. 


SARA RND 


left to right. Burchard and Otoe were converted to dial operation on April 1. Peru 


will become dial operated later this year. A new exchange was established at Otoe. 
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What’s In A Name 


\ OST employees have more than 

a workable knowledge of the 
territory served by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company— 
many of them, without undue effort 
could name each of the twenty-two 
counties we serve—and it is doubt- 
ful if there is a village or hamlet in 
all the territory whose name doesn’t 
have a familiar ring. 


Towns, like people, are born and 
live and die. They develop their own 
traits and character. They may 
thrive with abounding zest and 
energy or wither in age, lethargy 
and self-assurance; and who can say 
that a town cannot gain a reputa- 
tion for being radical, progressive, 
conservative or hide-bound? 


It is interesting to note that of all 
the towns listed in the first survey 
of the Territory of Nebraska, in 
1857, more than half have disap- 
peared. In only a few instances do 
ruins remain of forlorn buildings or 
grass-grown streets, but most of 
them have reverted back into the 
prairies or fields, with no visible 
trace left to mark the spot where 
they stood. Cass County once 
boasted of the flourishing villages 
of Eldorado, Ravenna, Centreville, 
Carlisle, Cassville, Osage, Kenosha 
and Rock Bluff. In Otoe County 
stood Mesuma, Chester, Delaware, 
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Saltville, Hamilton and Erie. Day- 
ton, Mt. Vernon, Ottoe, St. Deroin 
and St. George were in Nemaha 
County. In Lancaster County, Mon- 
teray and Salt Spring have vanished 
while Saunders County’s Excelsior, 
Saline and Parallel are not even a 
memory. 


The cause of the death of these 
towns can usually be found upon 
investigation. Some of them sprung 
up beside an overland trail, and as 
new roads were opened and cut-offs 
built the villages wasted away as the 
world took other paths. The com- 
ing of the railroad spelled the doom 
of some towns and created many 
others. Rock Bluff:was well on the 
way to becoming a metropolis when 


the railroad passed it by and sounded 
its death knell. 


The naming of a new settlement 
would seem to be a matter of im- 
portance and certainly worthy of 
more thought than was generally 
given to the project. Sentiment and 
nostalgia were often the guiding 
forces in selecting a suitable desig- 
nation, while some did honor to the 
original homesteaders or to the coun- 
trys great men. Sometimes the 
name described features of the land- 
scape or countryside and Indian 
words come in for their full share of 
use. Even a bit of humor or horse- 
play creeps in here and there while 


some towns were simply named as 
a matter of convenience. 


There are two examples in our ter- 
ritory, of towns which mushroomed 
along a newly built railroad, being 
labeled in alphabetical order. The 
first is along the Crete-Hastings 
branch of the C. B. & Q., and prog: 
resses through Berks, Crete, Dor- 
chester, Exeter, Fairmont, Grafton, 
Harvard, Inland, Juniata, Kenesaw, 
etc. The S. J. & G. I. railroad 
steams, in order, through Alexander, 
Belvidere, Carleton, Davenport, 
Edgar, Fairfield and Hastings. 


The first town ‘to be platted in 
Richardson County was ARAGO, 
which has long since returned to ob- 
scurity; Arago was a “scientific” 
French name given to the new settle- 
ment by its German founders. 
ARBORVILLE in York County, so 
called because of neighboring vegeta- 
tion, is also virtually forgotten to- 
day, but in 1880 it ranked second in 
size of all the towns in the county. 
ASHLAND was named for Henry 
Clay’s home in Kentucky. AUBURN 
is made up of two ancient towns, 
Sheridan and Calvert. When the 
court house was built, it was located 
half-way between the two towns, 
and with the coming of the railroad 
they joined forces and became 


Auburn. 


The name for AURORA was sug’ 
gested by David Stone, an early set- 
tler, after his wife’s former home in 
Aurora, Illinois. BARNESTON was 
named for one of its original resi- 
dents, Francis M. Barnes. Julia 
Beatrice Kinney, daughter of one of 
the tounders of BEATRICE was 
honored by having her middle name 
Chosen for the town. GAGE 
COUNTY honors Rev. Gage, a 
chaplain in the first territorial leg- 
islature. 


A scene taken in 1877 at 10th and O 
Streets in Lincoln. The newlv completed 
City Hall stands at extreme right, In 
the center is the original First National 
Bank building and at left is the site 
of the present Sears Roebuck building. 

—-Photo courtesy Nebraska State His- 
torical Society. 


BEAVER CROSSING comes nat- 


urally by its appellation from a 
beaver dam in the vicinity in the 
olden days. BELLWOOD is also of 
local origin, coming from  Bell’s 
woods, an old landmark. BURR is 
derived from the Burrell family who 
were early settlers of the neighbor- 
hood while CADAMS honors C. 
Adams who was one of the original 
residents. 


The name of CEDAR BLUFFS 
explains itself, and comes from the 
dominant vegetation near-by. 
CERESCO takes its designation from 
a county in Michigan. CLAY CEN- 
TER uses its name to explain its lo- 
cation in the county, which was 
named for the great Henry Clay. 
COLON also comes from a county 
in Michigan while COOK honors 
the name of a family of early settlers 
and succeeds the ancient settlement 
of Helena, which once thrived a mile 
or sO away. 


CORDOVA was once known as 
Hunkins, but because the postal de- 
partment objected to the conflict 
with Hoskins, the name was later 
changed. CRETE was named by 
J. C. Bickle, its founder, after his 
home county in Illinois. Blue River 
City, which was platted near-by, was 
later included in Crete’s incorporate 
limits. DAVID CITY was once 
David's City, but the county was not 
named for David Butler, the early 
Nebraska governor as most people 
believe, but for William O. Butler, 
a congressman from Kentucky and a 
veteran of the War of 1812. DAW- 
SON was once called Noraville, after 
Nora Draper, wife of the owner of 
the land on which the town was 


built. 


EDHOLM, in Butler County hon- 
ors in full the name of Ed Holm, 
one of its founders. One of the 
original surveyors of the town gave 
FAIRBURY its name, after his home 
in Fairbury, Illinois. FALLS CITY 
came by its designation from a small 
falls in the Big Nemaha River. 
FRIEND, which was named for an 
early resident was once known as 
Friendville. GARLAND was for- 
merly Germantown; its name was 
changed during the first World War 
to honor Ray Garland, the first 
soldier from Seward County to lose 


The start of an early wagon train expedition from Nebraska City in 1868. The emi- 
grants were led by the famous “Bull of the Woods” and their destination was Denver. 
—Photo courtesy Nebraska State Historical Society 


his life in that conflict. GILEAD 
is named by connotation because it 
lies the same distance from Hebron 


as does the Gilead in the Holy Land. 


The town of GILTNER sampled 
two other titles before adopting its 
present moniker. Originally known 
as Huntington, it changed its name 
to Bromfield because of postal con- 
flict with the word Hartington. Then 
it was found that Bromfield was 
often confused with Bloomfield so 
another change was made, and the 
town was called Giltner for Rev. 
H. M. Giltner, Presbyterian minister 
and one of the town’s founders. 
GUIDE ROCK is so named because 


of local topographic features. 


Col D. T. HASTINGS succeeded 
in having the St. Joe and Denver 
Railroad brought in to a thriving 
new community, and was surprised 
to find the town was named for him. 


INAVALE is In-a-Vale while 
LESHARA was named for an indian 
chief. LINCOLN was named for the 
martyred President, and curiously 
was chosen by the enemies of the 
little capital-elect village, and not 
by its friends. MALMO comes from 
Sweden and reflects the nationality 
of its founders. MILFORD brings 
a clue to its original industry, as does 
the forgotten town of MINERS. 
VILLE, which once flourished in 
Otoe County. NEBRASKA CITY 
is our oldest surviving town. Lewis 
and Clark stopped here in July, 1804, 
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as is fully recorded in their journal. 
A military post was established in 
1844 and by 1849 the community 
had grown into an outfitting post 
and the starting point of the old 
“overland trails.” 


NORA was the Christian name of 
an early settler’s bride and ‘The 
Oak”, not far away, was a ranch sta- 
tion which later grew into the town 
of OAK. OHIOWA is a compro- 
mise to the demands of Ohio and 
Iowa settlers of the town. OSCEOLA 
was, of course, named for the famous 
Indian chief and OTOE after the 
Indian tribes who once inhabited the 
region. Otoe, prior to the first World 
War was known as Berlin. PAL- 
MYRA takes its designation from a 
New York county and PANAMA 


from the Panama Canal. 


PAWNEE CITY is derived from 


the county, which in turn commem- 
orates the great Indian tribe. 
PLATTSMOUTH was located, in 
1854, at the mouth of the Platte 
River and PLEASANT DALE iS 
most appropriately named for its 
beautiful local Scenery. PLYM- 
OUTH traces its appellation to the 
famous rock, of Mayflower lore, 
while PRAGUE is so called in mem- 
ory of the capital of old Bohemia. 
RAYMOND gives honor to I. G. 
Raymond, an early homesteader. 


RED CLOUD is also named for a 


famous Indian chief, one of whose 


(Continued on Page 15) 


The NEWS Visits the Pawnee 


RECENT jaunt to the bustling 
metropolis of Pawnee County 
disclosed a fertile field for camera 
art among the willing employees of 
the Pawnee Telephone Company 
plus evidence of recent building re- 
arrangements and equipment revi- 
sion. The new manager at Pawnee 
City, E. J. Flowerday, has apparent- 
ly laid out an ambitious program for 
modernizing the plant and equipment 
and already can point to a great deal 
of progress in that direction. 

As one of the largest of connect- 
ing companies operating in our ter- 
ritory, the Pawnee Telephone Com- 
pany serves a wide area in the cen- 
tral part of the County and, since 
the early days, has been classed as 
one of the leading independent tele- 
phone companies of the state. Its 


Telephone (ompany 


building, of an unusual and appeal- 
ing style of architecture, belies its 
age, and is situated directly across 


the street from the Post Office. 


The Company was organized in 
1898 and has the distinction of be- 
ing the first in this section to use 
dial service. A system known as 
the “National Automatic” was in- 
stalled, but as it was limited to a 
maximum capacity of only 100 lines 
it was outmoded almost before it 
could be placed in service. Several 
switch banks and dialing devices of 
the ancient equipment were found in 
the stock rooms at Pawnee City dur- 
ing the past year, and have created 
a great deal of interest and specula- 
tion. The system itself perished be- 
cause of its own limitations, giving 
way before the more hardy and 
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i. The well constructed telephone building at Pawnee City. Within a few years this 
will house the new dial switching equipment which will serve the community. . 
2. Manager E. J. Flowerday and Avis Marshall, cashier, attending to some commercial 


details in the Business Office. 


3. The busy four position switchboard with, left to right, Carole Copenhaver, assist- 
ant chief operator; Ellen Marshall and Eleanor Davis on duty. 
4. Pawnee City’s capable and attractive chief operator, Mrs. Cecile Morehead. 
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flexible “Strowger” system which a 
few years later was installed with 
far greater success in Lincoln. 

The Pawnee Company serves 750 
subscribers through a four position 
switchboard. Plans are under way 
to convert the exchange to dial op- 
eration as soon as the necessary 
equipment can be obtained and the 
preliminary work completed. Nine 
employees conduct the affairs of the 
Company under the supervision of 
Manager Flowerday. In addition to 
those pictured are Dora Corn, night 
operator; Joan Stitt, operator; Albert 
Brock, lineman; and Mrs Harold 
Peacock, janitress. 


Turf Cluggers 


Set For June Meet 
GECRETAR Y-TREASURE* Ken 


Lawson of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Golf Association informs 
us that big plans are under way for a 
renewal of competition the latter 
part of June at the York Country 
Club for the divers cup rimmers 
throughout the Company. Lloyd 
Cleveland of York, who finds golf 
not the least of life’s worries, has 
extended the invitation to make the 
York layout the locale of the first 
1947 tournament. Apparently he 
thinks that playing on his home 
course will give him at least on out: 
side chance with some of the better 
shot makers. 

Following the customary pattern, 
the first meet will be a handicap 
fracas with prizes being awarded on 
this basis. A fall tournament at Lin- 
coln also is scheduled at which medal 
play for the Association’s cup will 
be held. Roy Mills and George Wal- 
roth are joint holders of the cup at 
present. 

All employees of the Company are 
eligible for membership in the Asso- 
ciation and everyone is extended an 
invitation to participate in the com- 
petition. 

Henry Sikso of Omaha, Neb., 
wants his telephone extension 
changed from 90 to 60, says a news 
dispatch. Folks who call him at his 
place of business often say, “Is this 
Sikso?” Office personnel invariably 
reply, “No, this is nine-o.” 


Friends Honor W. E. Bell 


on 80th Birthday 


N THURSDAY, May 22, W. E. 

Bell observed his cightieth birth- 
day and in honor of the occasion 
many of his friends and former tele- 
phone associates 
paid a _ surprise 
visit to his office 
in the Federal 
Securities build- 
ing to express fe- 
licitations and 
chat about the 
olden times. 

Mr. Bell is a 
true pioneer in 
the independent 
telephone industry in Nebraska, hav- 
ing been one of the organizers and 
serving as first manager of the York 
County Telephone Company which 
began operations in 1902. Later he 
was associated with an independent 
toll line company which built many 


W. E. Bell 


of the lines in that section of the 
country. 

In 1912 when the York County 
company was consolidated with the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, Mr. Bell became com- 
mercial manager for the northern dis- 
trict with headquarters at York. The 
following year he moved to Lincoln 
and in 1921 he was appointed gen- 
eral commercial superintendent, serv- 
ing in that position until January, 
1934, when he became vice-president. 
His retirement in September, 1935, 
completed a period of useful service 
which covered a third of a century 
during which independent telephony 
in Nebraska climbed from a_ pre- 
carious foothold to its position as 
one of the State’s important indus- 
tries. 

Following his retirement from the 
telephone field, Mr. Bell organized 
and has since operated his own in- 
vestment company and = seldom 
misses a day from his work at the 
office. 


Chief Operator Promotions 


WO notable appointments to 
chief operator positions in the 
Southern District were announced 
last month by Clyde Burge, district 
manager. Miss Viola Dunn becomes 
the chief operator at Fairbury suc- 
ceeding Miss Lela Watson who will 
be assigned a position of greater re- 
sponsibility elsewhere with the Com- 
pany. Miss Imogene Robertson has 
been named chief operator at Wy- 
more succeeding Miss Dunn. Also 
receiving a promotion at Wymore 
was Miss Regina Rabb who has as- 
sumed the position of assistant chief 
operator formerly held by Miss Rob- 
ertson. 

Miss Dunn began her employment 
with the Company in April, 1942, 
as an operator at Wymore. In Juns, 
1943. she was named assistant chief 
operator and in August, 1943, was 
made chief operator at that exchange, 
holding that position until her pres- 
ent assignment. Miss Robertson 
also initiated her service at Wymore 
as an operator in September, 1945, 
She was appointed assistant chief 
operator the same year and held that 
position until her recent promotion. 


Bernard Von Hoffmann 


Killed in Plane Crash 
ERNARD VON HOFFMANN, 


president of the von Hoffmann 
Corporation of St. Louis, and his 
brother, Albert, were killed near 
Bourbon, Missouri, in a plane crash 
on May 31. Mr. von Hoffmann has 
for many years headed the organiza- 
tion of which E. A. McKenna is the 
district sales manager and which 
handles the sale of directory adver- 
tising for our Company. He _ had 
formed many warm friendships in 
our organization and his sudden and 
untimely passing came as a grievous 
shock. 

Complete details of the accident 
are lacking. However, it is known 
that Mr. von Hoffmann was piloting 
a new plane near his farm in Mis: 
souri. In attempting a landing a sud- 
den shift of air currents apparently 
caused the craft to swerve into a 
crash. Mr. von Hofmann was an ar- 
dent air enthusiast and on many oc- 
casions had piloted his plane on 
visits to Lincoln. Mr. McKenna 
journeyed to St. Louis the first part 
of June in order to attend the fu- 
neral. 
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Louisville Becomes 40th 


Dial Exchange 

A NOTHER step toward 100% dial 
+4 operation in the Plattsmouth area 
was taken on May 20 when the last 
call over the manual switchboard at 
Louisville was re- 
ceived by Miriam 
Carter and the 

xchange shortly 
thereafter began 
operating over 
the newly in- 
stalled dial 
3 switching equip- 
* ment. Other ex- 
oe changes in the 
area now dial op- 
erated are Murdock, Elmwood, Mur- 
ray, Nehawka and Union. The Platts- 
mouth exchange is also scheduled for 
dial conversion this fall and the last 
exchange in the area, Weeping 
Water, will receive dial service with- 
in a few years. 


Mary Bornemeier 


The dial equipment was installed 
in the building which formerly served 
as the telephone office by a special 
installation crew headed by George 
Keith, district installation supervisor. 
Telephone instruments were changed 
to the new dial type some time ago 
thus enabling subscribers on farm 
lines to enjoy the advantages of com- 
mon battery rather than magneto 
type service. Construction work in 
connection with the repair and mod- 
ernizing of the exchange was com- 
pleted about two years ago. 

The four operators who have done 
such a fine job of providing service 
for Louisville subscribers will con- 
tinue their employment with the 
Company. Chief Operator Mary 
Bornemeier and Assistant Chief Op- 
erator Miriam Carter will report for 
duty at Lincoln, while Ruth Maier 
will go to Weeping Water and Gloria 
Rogers to Nebraska City. Connec- 
tions for long distance, information, 
service department and other calls to 
the telephone office will be handled 
at Plattsmouth. 


Pretty neighbor: Sonny, I need a 
quart of milk from the store. Do 
you think you could go for me? 

Junior: No, but I heard Pop say 
he could. 


Meet the Folks at Unadilla 


1 es the purchase of the Unadilla 
Union Telephone Company 
last February, our Company gained a 
fine segment of territory in the rich 
bottom land of Otoe County, more 
than two hundred telephones and its 
120th exchange. The Unadilla ex- 
change boundary adjoins that of 
Syracuse to the west, and provides 
service to about 220 subscribers. 

A camera visit to the town last 
month showed the exchange already 
in the process of “face-lifting,” with 
the central office equipment having 
received the bulk of attention. It was 
apparent that Manager Ed Ernst had 
lost little time in’ putting into effect 
many standard practices of the 
Company. 

The personnel, who become part 
of our family with the acquisition of 


The neatly kept frame 
building in which the 
Unadilla central office 
is located. 


\ ERLE M. HALE, general com- 

mercial superintendent, was 
chairman of a panel discussion en- 
titled “The Preparation of a Rate 
Case” at the spring conference in 
Chicago of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association and 
presented a paper “The Commercial 
Department's Responsibility.” A 


the exchange, includes Miss Belva 
Butler, chief operator and Miss Hazel 
West, her assistant. Miss Butler be- 
gan her telephone career in 1912, 
working as an operator in Arkansas 
and Western Kansas and later was 
employed by the Pawnee Telephone 
Company for two years before begin- 
ning her long, unbroken period of 
service to the subscribers of the 
Unadilla exchange. It will be twenty- 
eight years ago, next month, when 
she began her work there. Miss 
West, although not being able to 
boast of an unbroken service record, 
has been employed by the Unadilla 
Company at various times during the 
past twenty-six years. 

The central office occupies a por- 
tion of a neat two-story frame house 
near the business section of town. 


Miss Belva Butler, chief operator 
(seated), and her assistant, Miss 
Hazel West, are well known to Una- 
dilla subscribers for their pleasing 
and efficient service. 


Hale Is Speaker at 


Two Conventions 


number of executives from other 
companies also took part with papers 
on other phases of this subject in 
which many companies throughout 
the country are at present engaged. 

He also presented an address at 
the May convention of the Kansas 
Telephone Association on the sub- 
ject of ‘“Practices— Proven and 
Prudent.” 


Wage Increases Parallel 


National Pattern 
M® JAY MITCHELL, special edi- 
torial writer for Telephone 
Engineer, reported in a recent issue 
of that magazine that the ‘Score’ 
board on the telephone strike shows 
employees went back to work in most 
exchanges with raises ranging from 
$2.00 to $4.00 per week, or from 
five to ten cents per hour.” This 
average exactly parallels the increases 
which were agreed upon for em- 
ployees of this Company during re- 
cent negotiations. 

During the past few years ex’ 
penses have risen to a far greater ex’ 
tent than revenues. Because of this 
situation, the Company’s earnings 
for the twelve months ending April 
30, 1947, has been reduced to such 
an extent that no wage increase could 
be justified. Practically all operating 
costs have gone up but the principal 
increase has resulted from greater 
labor costs and especially from the 
20% increase in wages which be- 
came effective on April 21, 1946. 

The amount left available for sur- 
plus for the twelve months ending 
April 30, 1947, was entirely inade- 
quate to insure the financial stability 
of the Company and to promote its 
growth and advancement. The wage 
increase was made with the hope 
and expectation that the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission would 
grant the increase in telephone rates 
for which the Company had recently 
applied. However, even with the 
rate increase, if it is granted, should 
a recession in business develop to 
such an extent as to reduce the pres- 
ent volume of toll business the Com- 
pany’s earnings would be seriously 
impaired. 

Up to the present time no appre- 
ciable drop in the Company’s reve- 
nues have been experienced. One of 
the principal reasons for this is that 
our customers find long distance to 
be useful and profitable—our service 
is generally very good and employees 
are pleasant and courteous. It is to 
the interest of all of us that the good 
will of our customers and a favorable 
use of the service be maintained. 


NHappiness DV Bead 


Nora Mae 
Cline of the Lin- 
coln Business 


Office became 


the bride of Gor- 
don Johnson 
April 5 at her 
home in Polk. 
Mrs. Johnson is 
continuing her 
work and the couple are residing in 
Lincoln. 


Donna Holloway of the Account- 
ing Department, and former asso- 
ciate editor of the “News”, was 
united in marriage on May 4, to 
John Dell of Lincoln. The ceremony 
was performed at Zion Congrega- 
tional Church. After a short honey- 
moon, the couple returned to Lin- 
coln, where Mrs. Dell will continue 
her work. 


The marriage of Donnetta Morris- 
sey of the Accounting Department 
and Don Payne took place in Omaha 
on May 10. Mrs. Payne is continu- 
ing her work. 

Wedding Bells rang out on March 
30 for Junetta Krueger of the Syra- 
cuse Traffic Department and War- 
ren Copenhaver of Syracuse. St. 
John’s Evangelical Church was the 
scene of the wedding. The couple 
will reside in Syracuse and Mrs. 
Copenhaver is continuing her work. 

Gloria Bock, operator at Syracuse, 
and Alvin C. Wellman of Syracuse 
were united in marriage April 27 at 
the home of the bride’s parents. Mrs. 
Wellman is continuing her work and 
they will reside in Syracuse. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of May: 

Primary Members: W. L. Eckles, 
Nelson Non-Functional, $172.50; J. 
W. Dudgeon, Hastings Commercial 
Department, $39.60; Dewey Olsen, 


Clarence Eitzman, Construction De- 
partment, $46.00; Ardis Burhoop, 
York Traffic Department, $182.50: 


P. A. Wilkinson, Construction De- 
partment, $82.50; Mrs. Sarah Muss- 
man, Western Traffic Department, 
$77.50:.C. G. Hedstrom, Construc- 
tion Department, $87.50; J. J. Eisen- 
barth, Construction Department, 
$170.63; Aryllis A. Beirow, Hastings 
Traffic Department, $30.00; H. R. 
Dudgeon, Construction Department, 
$41.70. 

Dependents: Jack Hale, Lincoln, 
$117.75; Mrs. C. W. Helm, Lincoln, 
$3.75; Mrs. F. M. Strasser, Lincoln, 
$181.88; Mrs. Herbert Huddleston, 
Lincoln, $24.38; Mrs. C. G. Riedel, 
Lincoln, $37.13; Mrs. J. P. Howland, 
Weeping Water, $2.25; Nancy How- 
land, Weeping Water, $6.00; Mrs. 
H. W. Potter, Lincoln, $202.88; Mrs. 
C. F. Peachman, Lincoln, $73.13; 
Sharon Williamson, Lincoln, $39.75. 


New Library Books 
WO NEW fiction books, both 


among the best sellers, have 
been added to our employees li- 
brary during the month of May. 
They are “Kingsblood Royal,” by 
Sinclair Lewis and “Tin Flute” by 
Gabrielle Roy. 

These books, along with the 
many other new and old favorites 
that make up our library, offer the 
best reading in any type novel. There 
are also many interesting and worth- 
while non-fiction books. All em- 
ployees are invited to come in any 
time and check out any book they 
wish. 


JOURNEY’S END 


REV. ELISHA JACKSON, §step- 
father of Dan Smith, Manager at 
Wymore, was killed in an auto 
accident on May 19. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at York on May 23. 


MR. J. L. PETERS, mother of Ardis 
Peters, operator at York, died May 
20. Funeral services were held at 


Henderson, Nebraska, on May 23. 


MRS. NEIL JEANNETTE FIN- 
NEY, wife of Dr. Lawrence 
Finney, Company physician, died 
at her home in Lincoln on May 31. 
Funeral services were held in Lin- 
coln on June 4. 
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Recipe of the Month 


UR RECIPE for June appears 
through the courtesy of Mary 
Ann Maser of 
the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office. Mary 
Ann spends her 
office hours as 
secretary to the 
District Commer- 
cial Manager, 
and her at home 
hours doing the 
regular house- 
hold tasks for 
her husband, Elmer. Her tempting 
recipe for meat loaf proves her cook- 

ing is as good as her typing. 

Meat Loaf 
114 lbs. round steak or ground beef 
14 |b. pork, ground 
2 tsp. salt and pepper 


2 eggs, slightly beaten 

1 medium onion, minced 
l 
l 


Mary Ann Maser 


stalk celery, minced 
medium carrot, grated 

14, cup corn flakes 

2 tbsp. barbecue sauce 
1 tbsp. fat 
1 tbsp. water 

4 or 5 medium sized potatoes, peeled 

Have meat ground twice. Combine 
the beef and pork and season with salt 
and pepper. Add eggs, onion, carrot, 
celery, corn flakes, and sauce. Combine 
all ingredients well, and form into two 
small loaves. Wrap in wax paper and 
chill several hours in refrigerator (this 
prevents meat loaf from breaking apart 
while cooking). 

Heat cooking receptacle and add _ fat. 
Brown each loaf well on all sides, turning 
with a pancake turner. Place potatoes 
around loaves and add water. Place in 
moderate oven and bake until meat turns 
golden brown. (From 1 to 1! hours.) 


Extra Copies of “News” 
TE HAVE had a number of re- 
quests for copies of the April 
and May issues of the “News.” Ad- 
ditional copies of these issues may be 
obtained by addressing a note to the 
Editor, The Lincoln Telephone 
News., at Lincoln. 

At the end of this year the “News” 
will again be bound into volumes 
containing issues for 1946 and 1947. 
All active and retired employees will 
be invited to participate in this bind: 
ing. If you are planning to preserve 
your copies in bound form, you are 
urged to keep a copy of each issue 


for this two year period. 


Lincoln Telephone News 
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Real Wages 
HE Government of Great Britain 
recently embarked upon a re- 
markable but effective advertising 
campaign under the slogan “We 
Work or Want.” One of their ad- 
vertisements appeared as follows: 

“We are the people of Britain. 

“Together we must face the fact 
that our whole future depends now 
on how much more we can produce 
in a working day. And that means 
everybody, from the manager to the 
apprentice, women, as well as men, 
you along with the man next door. 

“If we get down to it and keep at 
it, we shall pull our country round. 
If we don’t, very soon we shall have 
to go without much that our families 
now take for granted. 

“We're up against it! 

“We WORK or WANT.” 

This applies, of course, with par- 
ticular emphasis to hard pressed 
Britain. But the basic philosophy is 
appropriate for everyone who works 
for a living. 

Real wages must be gauged in 
terms of what those wages will pur- 
chase. The present upward spiral of 
wages and prices will cease only 
through more production and a full 
supply of the things for which we 
must spend our earnings. 

We can share only that which 
exists. Consequently it follows that 
the more we contribute through our 
daily work, the greater will be our 
collective share of the things we 
need. 

As Bernard Baruch, the noted 
economist, recently said, “Work and 


Wage and Working Agreements Concluded 


N AGREEMENT between Com- 
“* pany and Union officials was 
reached on May 16 with respect to 
both a wage contract and general 
contract of working conditions. The 
signing of the contracts ended the 
strike which had been in progress 
since April 7. The 669 employees 
who were still on strike returned to 
work beginning at 7:00 A. M. on 
May 19. Also signed was a “Return 
To Work Agreement” which set 
forth the terms under which striking 
employees would return to the job. 
Contracts are to be in effect until 
March 31, 1948 and will continue 
in force thereafter unless terminated 
by either the Company or the Union 
as provided in the terms of the agree- 
ments. 

Wage increases, retroactive to 
April 1, ranged in general from $2.00 
to $4.00 per week. The total annual 
cost to the Company in increased 
wages, benefits, social security taxes, 
etc., will be approximately $282,- 
778.00. The larver increases were 
applied to schedules in larger ex- 
changes where living costs are com- 
paratively higher and in many in- 
stances to emplovees with longer 
service records. For the first time. 
the agreement established exchance 
differentials in wages for the Plant 
Department, similar to those in ef- 
fect for Commercial and Traffic em- 
ployees. No chanves were made in 
evening, night or job differentials. 

A number of changes were made 
in the general contract of working 
conditions. The new contract pro- 
vides for three weeks vacation for 
employees with 20 or more years of 
service. Over 260 employees will 
benefit from this provision. The 
maintenance of membership clause 
was removed to meet the require- 
ments of the new Nebraska state 
law. The payroll deduction of Union 


production alone can save this na- 
tion and the world. It is the only 
means by which the dollar can be 
made to buy more and the workers 
get a real raise.” 
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dues was eliminated. The new con- 
tract specifies job classifications 
which are eligible for Union member- 
ship rather than those which are 
not. Some classifications which it 
was agreed were managerial or con- 
fidential in nature were removed 
from Union eligibility status. Senior- 
ity for layoffs and rehire from lay 
offs was more clearly defined. Senior- 
ity is to be an important considera: 
tion in promotions; however, ability 
of the employee and fitness for the 
work will be the primary considera- 
tions. A number of changes were 
effected for purposes of clarification 
and to make the contract more work- 
able both from the standpoint of the 
employee and the Company. 

Printed pocket size booklets of the 
entire general contract of working 
conditions are being prepared for 
distribution to all employees. 


Accounting Department's 


New Associate Editor 
We take pleasure in introducing 


your new associate editor for the 
Accounting and Engineering Depart- 
ments, Miss Mary Dietrich. She 
makes her bow 
this month with 
her. interesting 
report of fourth 
floor goings-on 
which appears in 
yur “Personalities 
in the News” de- 
partment. Mary 
is junior secre- 
tary for I. J. De- 
voe, general audi- 
tor, and being located at the inter- 
section of the revenue and disburse- 
ment sections with a straight view 
also down the hall at the Engineers, 
she is in a position of particular ad- 
vantage as a news picker-upper. We 
are looking forward with anticipa- 
tion to her accounts of the account- 
ants, and the blue-print boys and 
gals. 

Mary takes over the assignment 
from Mrs. Donna Dell who has done 
a fine job of reporting since June, 
1945. 


Mary Dietrich 


seg 


PEATVUOUUTUDOC OE oe 


Service Birthdays 


PUTT UTEP PTTTTEU TEPER ESTP TEGO ETORTETTOT ESOT I TOULEUROEUIREPULEPTISPOTESOPETRE PE UTOUITOPEOOTOSTOTETOITORITODETISEDILOLESPELITOLEDORTITOUTETSSSITOPPOT ITEP RESSOCILODILTULORIIDOP PESTER ORTTOOTITOOITEULITEEELSORPOOPTORETECLIEUIPTTRTEOUITCDI TOD TPTESPTTTOCUISETEOIEEEOPEIIIEPCRTEOtUIERRUISI ERECTOR Cet 


E. H. Wellman 
Hebron 
30 Years 


Promotions—T° ransfers 
Title CT. banges 
Commercial 


Mary E. Estes, evening chief operator, 
Cook Traffic, to clerk, Tecumseh Com- 
mercial. 


Plant 


Wm. R. Behrns, combinationman, Syra- 
cuse, to combinationman, Wahoo. 


V. V. Clark, groundman to combination- 
man, Humboldt. 

A. J. Cox, building repairman, Supply, to 
building repairman, Service. 

Barbara Kaiser, stenographer, Construc- 
tion, to stenographer, General Plant. 
R. E. Hibbert, lineman to driver lineman, 

Construction. 


A. K. Robison, switchboardman, Supply, 
to switchman, Service. 

J. A. Schellenberg, shopman, Supply, to 
lineman, construction. 

G. A. Wasson, truck driver to driver 
lineman, Construction. 


Traffic 

Darlene Claussen, evening chief operator 
to assistant chief operator, Beatrice. 

Rosetta Habben, A&L supervisor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Hastings. 

Ella M. Hansen, evening chief operator 
to assistant chief operator, Lincoln 
Virginia Harper, clerk, Hastings Com- 
mercial, to A&L operator, Hastings. 
Frieda Hoffman, assistant chief operator 
to senior assistant chief operator, 

Hastings. 

Dorothy M. Nelson, assistant chief oper- 
ator to senior assistant chief operator, 
Lincoln. 

Louise K. Schmidt, assistant chief operator 
to senior assistant chief operator, Bea- 
trice. 

Georgia M. Smith, assistant chief operator 
to senior assistant chief operator, Lin- 
coln. 


R. L. Clinton 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


I. J. Devoe 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Thirty-Nine Years 
W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice. 

Thirty-Six Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 

Thirty-Four Years 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 

Thirty-Three Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Eva Kapke, Seward; Blanche McCon- 
key, Guide Rock. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuch- 
era, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia Smith, Lin- 
coln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; Nona Brus- 
nahan, Friend; R. A. Carlson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Grace Lux, Shelby. 
Twenty-ITwo Years 
A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
I. J. Devoe, Erma Dillworth, V. M. 
Simpson, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
C._H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, 
Wahoo. 


Erma Dillworth 
Lincoln Lincoln 


V. M. Simpson 


20 Years 20 Years 


Eighteen Years 


E. A. Ernst, Syracuse: I. C. Haith. 
Seward; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
Melba Richards, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 

Eleven Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings 


Fight Ycars 
Margaret Ramold, Nebraska City. 
Six Years 
Ruth Blevins, Beatrice: Clara Costello, 
Mary Estes, Tecumseh: W. D. Quinn, 
Mary Redding, Lincoln. 


Five Years 
Eileen Aubert, Edna Schoenrock, Fair- 
bury; Barbara Blockwitz, C. A. Hansen. 
Betty Henson, Ruth Marcks, Lincoin: 
Marcella Morris, Beatrice: Merna Stew- 
art, David City; Arideen Rhoads. York. 


Blessed Events 


- Mr. and Mrs. 
Fe John Fischer are 

the proud par- 
ents of a baby 
boy, Johnny Le- 
Roy, who was 
born on May 16. 
Mr. Fischer is a 
member of the 
Lincoln Service 
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Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Billings an- 
nounce the birth of a baby girl, born 
April 7 at Fairbury. Jack is a mem 
ber of the Construction Department. 
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Scenes From Recent 
Dial Conversions 


LAL conversions continue to hold 

a spotlight position in the Com- 
pany’s current program of service 
expansion and improvement. Since 
the end of the war dial cutovers at 
ten exchanges have been completed. 
These include the exchanges of Mc- 
Cool, Crab Orchard, Bellwood, 
Brock, Johnson, Jansen, Otoe, Bur- 
chard, Steinauer and Louisville. 
Work is progressing on a number of 


3 


Harlan Gillespie of Beatrice makes some 


last minute adjustments in the dial 


equipment at Steinauer, 


“- - 


_ (Left) Visitors at Burchard for the dial conversion were, left to right, Roy Carlson, Lincoln; Ed Flowerday, Pawnee City; Dan 
Smith, Wymore; Sterling Nelson, Auburn; A. O. Andrews, Lincoln; and B. A. Isaman of Humboldt. (Center) Lloyd Miller and 
n of the telephone office at Jansen, (Right) The boys who pleased 
instruments ready for installation. Left to 
Fairbury and Gerald Caley of Fairbury, 


Gerald Caley remove the sign which has marked the locatio 
many subscribers at Jansen when they knocked on the door with new dial telephone 
right, Lloyd Miller, Wilber; Don Young, Beatrice; Floyd Nave, 


others which are scheduled for com- 
pletion during the year. 

The accompanying scenes were the 
result of the photographic art of 
Charles Meshier, district wire chief 
at Beatrice, and show some of the 
men who had a hand in recent con- 
version jobs at Jansen, Burchard and 
Steinauer. These exchanges were in- 
cluded in a group of four which be- 
came dial operated in late March and 
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Interior view of the dial central of- 
fice equipment at the Burchard exchange. 
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William H. Husing of Tecumseh gives 
out with a broad grin for the camera- 
man as the conversion at Steinauer nears 
completion. 


the first part of April. The Otoe ex- 
change also was converted at that 
time. 


Telephones Spouse 


To Quit Telephone 
A BUSINESS MAN tried repeat- 
edly to reach his wife by tele- 

phone at their home in Western 
Springs, Ill. Each time the line was 
busy. 

Finally, in desperation, he sent her 
a telegram asking her to hang up so 
he could talk. 

The telegraph company telephoned 
his message. 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Everyone is going out fishing these 
days. Lena Conrad, Leola Heins and Ella 
Adkins have all been fishing lately, but 
we haven’t heard them bragging about 
catching any big ones, of course, they 
are the ones which got away. Better luck 
next time girls! ... Miss Swan and Jean 
Vybiral were Lincoln shoppers recently 
—Miss Swan came home with the red- 
dest red shoes and a perky red hat (for 
just a little touch of color), she said... 
We are glad to have Lucille Helgoth join 
our force as a new operator ... Who said 
May baskets weren’t for the big girls? — 
Miss Swan came to work on May Day 
and there on her desk was a huge May 
basket for all the girls. It was filled with 
pop corn and candy. We want to thank 
Lena Conrad for thinking of us .. - Lena 
Conrad spent an afternoon shopping in 
Lincoln. . . . Bonnie Gill spent Sunday 
with home folks at Surprise. Margaret 
Rech went to Osceola Sunday for part of 
the day.... Vacations have started, Jean 
Vybiral has been on hers during the 
last two weeks. She spent part of it at 
home and a few days at Lincoln, Blair, 
Lyons and Omaha. She sure covers the 
water front when she gets out... It 
seems that Miss Swan and Merna Stew- 
art went to Schuyler the other night and 
on the way home they had a flat tire. 
What we have been wondering is this, 
which one of the gals changed the 
tire??—-Could be, neither one of them 
did ... The Plant and Traffic Depart- 
ments went together and gave Andy 
Holt, who is leaving for California to 
make his home, and Frank Divisek, who 
has resigned to manage a cafe at Dor- 
chester, a going away party the other 
night in the basement of the Telephone 
Building. Everyone had a good time 
and if they went home hungry, it was 
their own fault. . The first sign of 
spring around the office was the other 
morning when Ben Docekal “sprung”’ his 
spring hat with the fringe around the 
edge. . - . We are glad to hear Mrs. 
Tomes, collector at the Dwight exchange, 
is home after having undergone an oper- 
ation in Lincoln. Romance is still 


budding in the Traffic Department. 
Betty Northway reported to work “the 
morning after” with a sparkler . . . Con- 
gratulations Betty! ... Louis Hanus of 
the Plant Department, recently pur- 
chased a house in David City and moved 
his family here from Brainard. 


Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Well, here it is news time once again. 
. Vacations are now on the list for 
Seward—Maxine Menz topping the list. 
She is spending it with her sister and 
family on the farm. Do we all envy her!! 
. : . We welcome a new member to the 
Plant Department—John Shipp. Good 
luck to you! We are glad to see 
“Baldy” Balderson back after an opera- 
tion at the Veterans Hospital in Lincoln 
... Also, congratulations to you “Baldy”, 
your son being graduated from Seward 
High recently. “Annie” Ager and 
family spent a dey in Columbus visiting 
recently. . . . Chris Haberman is pretty 
well settled in his home once again after 
moving. Hope it’s the last time, right 
Chris! Bernice Mueller of the Commer- 
cial Department is on her vacation. 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent. 


A miscellaneous shower for Mrs. Alvin 
Wellman and Mrs. Warren Copenhaver, 
recent brides, was given by the employees 
of the telephone exchange Monday eve- 
ning, May 19- The evening was spent 
playing the Oiuja Board and other games. 
Mrs. Wellman and Mrs. Copenhaver 
found their gifts by locating a ringing 
alarm clock. Refreshments were served 


at the close of the evening. . . . Mar- 
guerite Lockhart spent this week-end in 
Omaha visiting relatives. . . . Darlene 


Johannes shopped in Lincoln one day 
last week. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Department 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to get under way dur- 
ing the month of May. Mr. S. Bush re- 
ports having had a wonderful time in 
sunny California visiting his daughter. 
Mrs. Lorraine Glenn is spending time 
visiting on the west coast. Mrs. Rose 
Riggs flew east to become acquainted 
with the new granddaughter. A delegate 
to the State Eagle Convention held at 
Grand Island was Carl Ahl. Conventions 
can become such a headache, eh Carl? 
. . . Wedding bells rang for the former 
Associate Editor of this department- On 
May 4th, at a lovely ceremony at the 
Zion Congregational Church, Dona Hol- 
loway became Mrs. John Dell. Donnetta 
Morrissey changed her name to Payne 
during the past few weeks. Congratula- 
tions and Best Wishes. ... Grace Barker 
resigned to go to Denver to be married. 
Other resignations include Mrs. Hazel 
Eicher, Phyllis Bucknell and Helen 
Johnson. Ed Brehm and Harold 
Brady took one Saturday off to give Ed’s 
latest Ford a new paint job. Ed’s still 
trying to figure out what makes a motor 
in a Ford go round. . . . Chris Lyberis 
plus the Mail Room were recently trans- 
ferred from the Plant Dept. to the Print- 
ing Service Dept. Chris, I’m sure, will 
outdo Frank Sinatra and the Bow Tie, 
especially since he’s added small red 
lights to his tie. Speaking of new 
fads, the editor can’t help wondering 
whether the cold sores the men in the 
department have been wearing of late 
are the newest fashion. . .? . Mr. Gallev 
believes one is never too old to learn 
and is practicing the art of chew- 
ing bubblegum and blowing. bub- 
bles, much to the amusement of his 
children. After exercising her jaws 
with a quarter’s worth of bubblegum 


Photogenic Evelyn Pruss of the Lin- 
coln Business Office savs she likes her 
boy friend's new car because it has 
such smooth lines, U-m-m-m-m, 


which she was lucky enough to purchase 
on a week end trip, Marie Vidlock should 
be ready to enter any bubble blowing 
contest. . . . New members of the de- 
partment are Helen Piccolo and Vivian 
Nelson. ..- Shirley Bonnell has returned 
to work after a two weeks illness. . - 
Now that Bob Ross has moved to Bennet 
we'll be expecting invitations to that 
housewarming party he once spoke of.... 
Bud Eden “ain’t been the same” since 
an airplane ride with a combat pilot 
who had 253 combat missions to his 
credit. Bud reports the pilot did every- 
thing but turn the plane inside out. 


Construction: Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We wish to welcome several new em- 
ployees: J. J. Keogh, R. Allbritton, and 
C. P. Franzen who joined our Hastings 
crew this month and D. R. Goldfein and 
D. E. Minnich who were placed on the 
Lincoln crews. Glen E. Warren, who re- 
signed in 1944 in order to finish school 
is back with us and is also on the Lin- 
coln crew. We are sorry to lose F. M. 
Lewis, G. Farmer, W. Roth, E. Sanders 
and R. Connell. We are also sorry to 
lose Barbara J. Kaiser, who transferred 
from our office to the General Plant of- 
fice. We hope Barbara will be very happy 
in her new work.... Congratulations are 
in order for Jack Billings who is really 
the joked about “Proud Papa” of a brand 
new baby. .-. Cupid certainly gets 
around—this time we are happy to re- 
port that R. L. Hohnstein found the 
one and only and made the final plunge 
May 19. Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L- Hohnstein. ... We are most happy 
to report that Mrs. Clifford is now hozae 
again and, needless to say, she is as 
happy as we are about the whole idea. 

- . Floyd Waak is on the look for an 
apartment. If anyone knows the where- 
abouts of such a rarity please get in 
touch with Floyd. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We have two newcomers to our Gen- 
eral Offices this month. One, who isn’t 
a newcomer any more, but to whom we 
have not extended an official welcome in 
the “News,” is Kathy Cornell, who is 
working in our General Commercial Of- 
fice. . . . The other one is Barbara 
Kaiser, who formerly worked in the Con- 
struction Department, and is now a new 
addition to the General Plant Office. She 
is taking the place of Gene Waak who 
resigned last month. We were sorry to 
lose Gene, but very glad to have Bar- 
bara with us... . Joy Smith, a former 
employee of our General Commercial 
Office, has a new bouncing baby boy, 
who answers to the name of Carson Ae 
or “Kit” for short. ... Kathryn Rood is 
planning on taking her vacation soon, 
during which she will take the fatal step. 
She will be married on June 7 to Art 
Portsche of Lincoln. . . . Bernice Iwohn 
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Manager Dan Smith of Wymore does 
a little sleuthing in search of an elusive 
main frame bug. 


is taking her vacation at the present time, 
and is spending it at her home in Cla- 
tonia, Nebraska. . . . We’re very proud 
of the three beautiful new desks in the 
General Commercial Office. We also 
have a new typewriter. We hope to have 
all new desks and typewriters in the 
near future, which will make our new 
location complete. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


Best wishes of the Supply Office are 
extended to Mary Eleanor Kine who 
resigned recently to be married. . 
Ardell K. Robison has been transferred 
from the Telephone Repair Shop to the 
Switchroom. “Robby” has been in the 
Shop longer than most of the old timers 
can remember. ‘The switchboards that 
he has repaired, dismantled, rebuilt, or 
rearranged, all put in one pile, would 
indeed be something! This quiet, in- 
dustrious associate will be missed for a 
long time. However, our loss will be 
the Service Department’s gain. ... We 
cere glad to welcome Glenn Obect, the 
former genial main building mail mes- 
senger, into the Supply Department 
croup. He has taken an assignment in 
the Telephone Repair Shop... . Sammy 
Lawrence has realized a _ long-standinz 
ambition. He spent his entire vacation 
investigating the historical, and, perhaps, 
the not-so-historical wonders in and 
around Washington, D. C. We con- 
gratulate Sammy on the realization of 
this interesting trip. ... For years heavy 
loads of equipment and material have 
been hoisted to the second floor of the 
Warehouse Building by brute strength 
and awkwardness, with many uncompli- 
mentary comments. It appears that this 


af 14 ee 


is now being brought to an end. A new 
electric elevator is being installed. Note 
the wide grins on the faces of the Ware- 
house and Shop supply handlers! ... We 
are glad to report the return of several 
of our folks who have been on the sick 
list. Oscar Lewis is back buzzing away 
at the buffing machine. J. A. “Shelly” 
Schellenberg is back in a construction 
outfit. Herold Dudgeon has returned to 
his Shop assignment. We know these 
men are happy to be back at their regu- 


lar work. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


As the summer months approach we 
find folks thinking of vacations. Bert 
Overcash has really mapped out one this 
year by leaving Memorial Day for a trip 
to the great northwest, ending up at 
Seattle, Washington, to visit his son. 
That’ll be a wonderful three weeks tour. 

. Two new girls now enter the em- 
ployees’ entrance in our office, namely, 
Mildred Drudik and Evelyn Guntorad. 
Welcome girls! ... M. F. Egan at the 
time of this writing is convalescing at 
his home. We hope you'll be back with 
us soon, Mike. ... June always manages 
to produce a few new brides from our 
office and this year is certainly no ex- 
ception. Advancing toward the altar will 
be Gertrude Merriman with Jack Holmes 
come June 13th while two weeks later 
we will find Jean Beck and Norman 
Schulz taking the step. ... The Direc- 
tory Department is working at break 
neck speed trying to complete the gal- 
leys for press by the Ist of June. With 
both the new brides coming from that 
department, the coming issue of the di- 
rectory is a matter for speculation. We 
wonder just how many errors will be 
made. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We extend a hearty welcome to Bar- 
bara Taylor, a newcomer in our depart- 
ment. Mrs. Taylor replaces Mrs. Krie- 
zinger, a former operator on the Service 
Board who has resigned. .. - Transferred 
from the Shop to the Switchroom are 
Ernest Barney, Robert Wohlberg and A. 
K. Robison. ‘These men are working on 
C.A.X. and C.O.E. installations in the 
territory under the supervision of Geo. 
Keith. W. L. Eckles, Jr., who has been 
taking C.O.E- training under the super- 
vision of Geo. Albury at the “4” Office, 
has been transferred to Tecumseh. . 

F. L. Tefft has been absent for several 
weeks due to the flu. It can also be said 
that about three months ago Frank was 
strutting his “Grandpop” stuff due to 
the arrival of Steven McCloskey. 
D. C. Travis, C. W. Keester and V. B- 
Hutchison are all back on the job after 
being on the sick list... . At the time 
of this writing we regret to announce 
that Merrill Green, former employee and 


father of Robert Green, was taken seri- 
ously ill on May 20, and is in St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital. ...L. G. Saunders took 
a few days of his vacation in May and 
put in a new driveway. We understood 
the sudden desire for a new driveway 
when we saw the snazzy new Plymouth 
he is sporting these days. After waiting 
a year for it, it really is something 


to be proud of. -.. Recently the switch- 
men and switchboardmen completed the 
following work: Installed 200 two-party 
lines in “3’’ Office, transferred 100 two- 
party lines, modified 100 two-party lines 
to 100 one-party lines in the “3” Office, 
and installed 41 one-party lines in the 
“4” Office. The above lines were badly 
needed. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


June is the month of brides, and there 
is very much evidence of this in our de- 
partment with several of our girls hap- 
pily planning their future. Among those 
for whom wedding bells will soon ring are 
Sally Livermore, who has resigned; Pat 
Heald, Phyllis Rising and Darlene Han- 
neman. Congratulations! Martha 
Kozisek has a new sparkling diamond. 
. .. We are soiry to lose a few of our 
operators who have resigned. Among 
those are Dorothy Stevens, who has gone 
to California; Pat McCormick, who has 
accepted a secretarial position; Jo Ann 
Harrison, who is moving to Washington, 
D. C., where her husband has been ac- 
cepted at Columbia Tech. Good luck, 
girls! . . . Fishing is great sport and 
Jeanne Framstead and Marie Jackson 
will testify to this: Naturally, the sun- 
burn acquired with it, is just an expected 
part of the good times. ... Wilma Wer- 
gin spent a week end in St. Louis... . 
Lillian Hubbard’s son is recuperating 
at home from an injury sustained while 
playing softball, resulting in two broken 
fingers. -- > May Hunt has returned io 
work after an illness. .. . Nora Kelly of 
the cafeteria has returned from her va- 
cation. .- Marie Reinert is enjoying a 
vacation. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 
Mrs. Marion Fiedler resigned and will 
make her home in Glasco, Kansas. 
Dawson 
Mrs. Frances Duryea spent May Sth 
in Lincoln. 
Humboldt 
Emma Lee King was in Lincoln and 


Beatrice May 19.... Mary Meister spent 
a day in Omaha. 


What's In A Name 
(Continued from Page 5) 


daughters lies buried on the bluff 
south of the town. 


RULO springs from the family 
name of Rouleau and SALEM from 
the town in Massachusetts. SAL- 
TILLO got its name from the Mexi- 
can War while SARONVILLE has 
a religious origin. 

SEWARD perpetuates the mem- 
ory of President Lincoln’s great Sec- 
retary of State. SHELBY was once 
known as Arcade, but changed its 
name because of the conflict with 
Arcadia. SOUTH BEND describes 
its position on the meandering Platte 
River and STERLING descends 


from an Illinois County. 


The name of SWEDEBURG, in 
Saunders County, needs no explana- 
tion, and SWEDEHOME in Polk 
County falls in the same catagory. 
TABLE ROCK describes a feature 
of the local landscape. TECUMSEH 
was once called Frances, after the 
wife of General Richard Johnson, 
for whom the county is named. Later 
it was changed to Tecumseh in honor 
of the great Indian chief who had 
een closely associated with the gen- 
eral. TOBIAS, too, has undergone 
a change of name. Once termed 
Castor, after Tobias Castor, it was 
afterwards decided to use the pa- 
tron’s first name for the town. 


ULYSSES is derived from the first 


-) 


name of U. S. Grant and Unadilla 
is taken from a New York county. 
Valparaiso means “Vale-of-Paradise” 
while WACO comes from the Texas 
town. WAHOO, some say, is an 
indian word meaning “burning bush” 
which grew in profusion along the 
creek banks and WAVERLY comes 
out of Scott’s novels. WYMORE 
honors Samuel Wymore who built 
the railroad shops there in 1882. 
YUTAN commemorates an indian 


chief. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


October 1, 1946 
November 1, 1946 
December 1, 1946 
January 1, 
February 1, 1947 
March 1, 1947 
April 1, 1947 
June, 1, 1947 
STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 


Central District 
Eastern District 
Southern District 
Western District 


Total 


Total Stations in 
Service 5-31-47 


Last monih’s commercial depariment siag at the Cornausker was a huge success. 
Seated clockwise around the dinner table are Chauncey Eggerss, George Walroth, Dean 
Hamilton, Claude Helm, Sam Jackson, Harry Gore, Waldo McDowell, Bill Morris, 
Howard Spahnle, Bill Quinn, Ken Lawson, K. B. Cary, Lee Schlentz, our host Merle 


Hale, A. B. Gorman, and Joe Hartley. 
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Sse es) | Carole Mag Copsnhayer, Assistant Chisf 
- at Pawnee City, was glad the day was 
over - She pulled out her plug at 5 
oclock-on thé dot-put on her 
Jacket and bonnet and dashed 
across ths street where the B.F. 
was waiting in the car. After being 
comfortablg seated and shouting 
“Let's go!"*Carole found she had 
forgotten to remove her head-set « 


ante of. pate when the frost warnin 

was broadcast and covered his tomato plants 
with carton boxes, setting a brick on top of 
each box so it couldnt blow away. Then it 
rainéd- and the boxes got soaked and 
collapsed: letting the brick drop smack on 
top of each tender plant . 


IS really Serious. 
Seems you cant trust 
Synthetic materials 
on matters of 
Importance . 

édna Pflughaupt fr 
recently joined 
the Elastic Club" 

and arrived at 

the York office with 
her nylons dra 
around both ankles. 


HW.Potter arrived in 
the cafeteria one noon and found 
all the seals taken - so he went 
back into the storeroom and ate 
his meal, using Mrs.Wabsons desk 
and step ladder as accessories, 
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When George Mehuron and Lloyd Cleve- 


land undertook a short cut from ¥; 
to M°Cool they gor pa ae 


Bud Eden volunteered to take an 
aerial view of 3 friend's farm,so he 
hired an airplane (410 an hour) and 
set sailon the mission, The pilot, 
trying to give Bud an added thrill, performed 
a few loops and spirals while Bud was shooting 
the pictures and it was not until the films 
were developed that Bud found he had 
photographed the wrong farm 


in the middlé Of a field. ACo 

truck was dispatched to their fos, ue 
and in trying to direct towing 
operations they managed to 
get it sEuck too / 


mee battle and ioe rééléd in his line- and 
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Merle Hale, fisherman, was trolling from 
the Burdén launch on the Missouri. del 
was dull and Merle was drowsy but a sudden 
jerk on his line brought him into wide 
awaks expectancy. Merle fought a heroic 


found, tisd to the hook, one rusty. 
monksy wrench. 
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ps’ SS ~Went out to try his new 

ic), electric hedge clippers. They worked 

>" fine until John began to gnaw through 

a thick rubbery twig and after some 
difficulty succeeded in cutting if ~ only to 
discover; amid a Shower of sparks, that 
it was the extension cord to the clippers. 
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Art king and Chet Harp, while cutting weed 
near Davey , thought they had discovered a 
new form'of wild life-a tailless cat-until 
local residents pointed out that they knew 
the cat well + and that he had always worn 
8 normal my» until Art and Chet 


had begun swin iné their scythes. 


Hattie Staley, efficient elevator opsrator, keeps a wary 
eye on passengers who have that lost look and tries 
to be helpful in directing them to their destination ~ 
but she found herself in a losing aupen with 
Jack Donley the other day and couldnt prevent 
the impetuous youth from busting into the 
operators rest room. Jack had got off on the 
third floor and thought he was on the second. 
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\yeeeeee of the Telephone Pio- 


neers chapter spent a highly en- 
tertaining evening at Hotel Corn- 
husker in Lincoln on June 28. A 
short business meeting and annual 
election of officers was followed by 
a program of music and dancing with 
refreshments as the climax. Pictures 
of officers and further details appear 
on next page. 


Fleda Ziegenbein Entertains 
with the Accordian 


4 
Bob Johnson of KFOR was 


Master of Ceremonies 
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The Closing Dancin Number was 
Reminiscent of the Gay ‘90s __ 


Fo sea lt 


hq es. yi [_ “a who) >) \ iii 


General Offices 


Being Rearranged 
dl Resta first step in the rearrangement 
and remodeling of the second 
floor offices in the General Office 
Building at Lincoln was completed 
last month. Moving into newly ar- 
ranged and decorated quarters were 
the treasurer’s office, the personnel 
office and the securities department. 
The new offices are located in the 
northeast section of the floor in space 
formerly occupied by the commer- 
cial engineer, advertising manager, 
directory and methods supervisor 
and training supervisor. 

Work is now progressing toward 
the completion of new offices for the 
president, the vice-president and 
general manager, his assistant and 
secretarial staff. These will be lo- 
cated in the southeast section of the 
floor and the space vacated on the 
east side by this move will be oc- 
cupied by the general plant offices. 
The former mail room and adjoin- 
ing offices on the court also will be 
remodeled. 

After all the changes are made, the 
“News” will present a pictorial re- 
view of the new executive offices. 


Thanks, Mr. McConnell 


This year’s outburst of storms and 
floods have meant trying times for 
many people, not excluding those 
who are responsible for maintaining 
lines of communication and report- 
ing the news. Ray McConnell, Jr., in 
his popular “More or Less Personal” 
column in the Lincoln Journal paid 
tribute to the good job the communi- 
cations people were doing. Mr. Mc- 
Connell wrote: ‘Today someone 
should thank all the folks at the tele- 
phone company, and Western 
Union, too, for their round-the-clock 
efforts to get word to and from the 
isolated parts of the state. Theirs is 
one of the most trying jobs when 
disaster strikes, as it has at so many 
widely scattered points in Nebraska. 
From my observation, they have 
given relief agencies, anxious 
friends and relatives, and this news- 
paper, every possible cooperation in 
circumventing broken lines and jam- 
med switchboards.” 


Pioneers Elect New Officers 


George Walroth 
President 


Oo. L. Sturtevant 
Vice-President 


Mae Meduna : Roy Ojers 
Members Executive Committee 


The Frank H. Woods Chapter of 
the Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association held its annual meeting 
last month at the Cornhusker Hotel 
in Lincoln. About fifty members 
were on hand in spite of a warm, 
sultry evening to participate in the 
snappy business session and to enjoy 
a highly entertaining program. 

George E. Walroth of Lincoln 
was selected by the members’ ballots 
as the new president of the organi- 
zation. Mr. Walroth acted during 
the past fiscal year as vice-president, 
prior to which he directed a most 
successful year as chairman of the 
entertainment committee. He suc- 
ceeds Jay Pugsley of Lincoln as head 
of the Chapter. 

Also elected to official posts were 
O. L. Sturtevant, vice-president; 
Myrtle Hiner, treasurer and Otto 
Nelsen, secretary, all of Lincoln. Mr. 
Sturtevant succeeds Mr. Walroth as 
vice-president and the treasurer and 
secretary were re-elected. Mae Me- 
duna of Wahoo and Roy Ojers of 
Nebraska City were elected as mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee. 
Other committee members holding 
unexpired terms are Roy Cleveland, 
Clara Jones and H. A. White of Lin- 
coln and T. E. Longdon of Fairbury. 


Myrtle Hiner 
Treasurer 


Otto Nelsen 
Secretary 


Jay Pugsley presided at the busi- 
ness session at which the results of 
the election of officers were an- 
nounced and a resolution of sympa- 
thy for families of deceased members 
was adopted. Mr. Walroth, the new- 
ly elected president, was presented 
and spoke briefly. In accepting the 
position, he pledged the best efforts 
of the new officers in maintaining 
the high quality of leadership that 
the Chapter had enjoyed in the past. 
‘Future problems must be faced and 
solved and they will be,” he contin- 
ued, “Not for personal gain, but be- 
cause it is our organization—yours 
and mine—and because we are band- 
ed together to preserve the history, 
traditions and ideals of independent 
telephony, to encourage the develop- 
ment of the art and industry, and to 


promote and perpetuate fellowship 
and friendliness.” 


Mr. Bob Johnson, announcer for 
radio station KFOR, acted as mas- 
ter of ceremonies and took part in 
several numbers himself in the en- 
tertainment that followed. Fleda 
Ziegenbein, also of KFOR, was a fa- 
vorite as usual with her accordian 
and piano numbers and L. T. & T.’s 


Dance Studio provided the talent 
for the excellent dancing numbers. 
The evening was concluded with re- 
freshments and reminiscing. 


Plans for the coming year’s activi- 
ties already are being made. On the 
immediate agenda is a proposed stag 
fishing party. Other parties and so- 
cial gatherings also are in the offing 
and committees for the conduct of 
the Chapter’s functions are being ap- 
pointed. 


June Marks The Passing 


of Tyo 


WICE during the month of 
June, death struck in the ranks 
of .our retired employees, leaving a 
feeling of profound shock in the 
sudden passing of Merrill N. Green, 
74, and Harry G. Schilling, 71, both 
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Merrill Green Harry Schilling 


of whom had been in good health 
and were enjoying their new-found 
leisure up until the time of their 
short and fatal illnesses. Mr. Green 
died in Lincoln on June 4, and Mr. 
Schilling at York on Friday, June 18 
and in both instances death was at- 
tributed to a heart ailment. 


Merrill N. Green was born at 
Marion, Ohio, and first started in 
the telephone business in 1905 with 
the Home Telephone Company at 
Los Angeles. He came to Omaha in 
1907 and was associated with the 
old Independent Telephone Com- 
pany there, moving to Lincoln in 
1912, since which time he has been 
continuously employed by our Com- 
pany. 

As a veteran installer and combin- 
ationman he has worked for many 
years in the business district of Lin- 
coln and in the course of those years 
he built up a wide circle of devoted 
friends among the town’s office 
workers. Quiet and agreeable in man- 
ner, efficient and attentive in his 
work, he long ago became an am- 
bassador of good will for the tele- 
phone company and the favorite tele- 
phone repairman of downtown Lin- 
coln. Often when a case of trouble 
was reported the request was made 
that Mr. Green be dispatched to 
make the repairs. 

He retired on pension in January 
1939 but responded to the call for 


Veteran Employees 


trained telephone men during the 
war — returning in June 1942 to 
full time employment and worked 
his regular shift until June 1946 
when he again retired. His son, 
Robert, is employed in the Lincoln 
service department. 


Harry G. Schilling was born in 
Davenport, lowa. He embarked on 
his telephone career in 1901 with the 
Bell organization and came to the 
Lincoln Company at the time of the 
consolidation in 1912, helping with 
the dial installations which replaced 
the Bell’s manual sets in Lincoln. In 


1917 he moved to California where . 


he worked for the Pacific Company 
at San Jose for two years. Return- 
ing to Lincoln he resumed employ- 
ment as a combinationman, continu- 
ing in this position until January 
1940 when he was transferred to the 
general shop as first class shopman. 
A year later he retired on pension 
but in August 1942 he returned to 
aid in the war effort at his work 
as shopman. He retired for the sec- 
ond time last September. 


Harry was a friendly man and has 
ever been held in high regard by 
those with whom he came into con- 
tact. At his initial retirement in 1941 
the Lincoln plant employees, under 
the leadership of Ernest Wedgwood, 
felt that an individual so beloved by 
his associates should be honored in 
some special manner. Working with 
a Lincoln jeweler, they designed and 
had prepared a gold service emblem, 
bearing Harry’s name and dates of 
employment, the central figure was 
an exquisitely engraved handset 
telephone with a diamond set in the 
base. It was presented to him at a 
party given in his honor, and has 
since been regarded by Harry as his 
most treasured possession. Surviving 
are his wife and son, Dean, who is a 
former employee of the Lincoln 
service department. 

Both Mr. Green and Mr. Schilling 
were members of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independ- 


ent Telephone Pioneer Association. 
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Two Veterans Retire 
NNOUNCEMENT has been 


+L made of the retirement, under 
the provisions of the pension and 
benefit plan, of two employees who 
have long been associated with the 
telephone industry and whose service 
with our Company dates back to the 
middle ‘twenties. 


W. E. Macdonald W. P. Conn 


At Beatrice, W. E. Macdonald has 
been transferred from the sickness 
disability to the pension payroll 
bringing to a close an active career 
which began in June 1908. Before 
coming to our Company in June 1927 
he served in numerous capacities and 
was well grounded in both outside 
plant and switchboard maintenance 
work. 


Starting as combinationman in Lin- 
coln, he became switchboard installer 
for the supply department in Febru- 
ary 1929. He went to Nebraska City 
in December 1931 where he served 
as combinationman, switchboardman 
and wire chief until his promotion to 
York District Inspector in September 
1934. He held a similar position in 
Hastings district from January to 
July 1935, at which time he returned 
to Lincoln as maintenance inspector. 
He returned to Hastings as district 
inspector in April 1940 and was 
transferred to Beatrice in July 1942. 
He was promoted to district wire 
chief at Beatrice in September 1945. 


W. P. Conn, who was transferred 
to the pension payroll on June 30 
has a record reaching back to May 
1903. In the years which followed he 
has worked for many telephone com- 
pances and once, from March 1906 
to May 1907, was a member of our 
young Company. His travels also 
found him following his trade with 
the Nebraska Telephone Company, 


The Bell Company at St. Louis, In- 
dependent Companies at Hebron, 
Beatrice and Hastings, The Inde- 
pendent Company and the Pacific 
Tel. and Tel. Company at Spokane, 
the British Columbia Telephone 
Company at Victoria and the Moun- 
tain States Company at Butte and 
Great Falls, Montana. 

He returned to Lincoln in Sep- 
tember 1926 as cable splicer, receiv- 
ing the merit rating of extra first- 
class splicer in February 1938 when 
he joined the construction depart- 
ment. 
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a baby girl, Con- 
nie Lou, born on 
June 8, at the St. 
Elizabeth’s Hos- 
pital in Lincoln. 
Bob is a member 
of the Lincoln Service Department. 

A new arrival at the George Burt 
home, is Alexa Kay, who was born 
on June 6 in Lincoln. Mr. Burt is a 
member of the Construction Depart- 
ment and Mrs. Burt is a former em- 
ployee of the Lincoln Service De- 
partment. 

The Robert Tucker household at 
York has been under new manage- 
ment since the arrival of Robert 
Dennis, an eight pound and nine 
ounce son, on April 18. Bob, a com- 
binationman at York, had the unique 
distinction of being the first father. 
in York County to share the matern- 
ity ward on the occasion of the 
Stork’s arrival. He happened to be 
in the hospital for treatment when 
Robert Dennis put in his appearance. 
At present he is undergoing treat- 
ment at the Veterans’ Hospital in 
Lincoln and we are hopeful he soon 
will be on his feet again. 
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Winders, Donley and Abl Elected 


Officers of Lincoln Employees Bowling League 


The newly elected officers. Left to right, 
C. C. Donley, vice-president; Carl Ahl. 
secretary-treasurer; and Rollie Winders, 
president. 


ees Lincoln Employees Bowling 


League at its annual dinner and 
business meeting elected Rollie 
Winders, president; C. C. Donley, 
vice-president and re-elected Carl 
Ahl as secretary-treasurer. The meet- 
ing was held with an attendance of 
40 members on June 20 at Lincoln. 

K. L. Lawson, the retiring presi- 
dent, who presided at the business 
session, tossed a large bouquet in the 
direction of Mr. Ahl for the fine 
job he had done in arranging the 
activities of last season’s competi- 
tion and in handling the numerous 
details of the records and finances of 
the league. The members voted to 
resume play next year at the Bowl- 
Mor alleys and advance registrations 
indicate that a fine turn-out will be 
on hand to start out the season. 

The season past opened on Octo- 
ber 2, 1946 and continued until 
April 2, 1947 with a total of 75 
games played. At the end of the 
last game the Outside Service and 
Shop and Supply teams were tied 


for top honors with 47 games won 
and 25 in the losing column. The 
Accounting team came in third with 


39 wins and 33 upsets. 


The ten leaders in individual av- 
erages were Wanek, Dougherty, 
Mills, Chet Harp, Spahnle, Walroth, 
Pattison, Backstrom, Cary and Ken 
Lawson. Elmer Dougherty was high 


man with an individual single game 
of 244 and took high series honors 
also with a salty 606. Outside Serv- 
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Captains of the three leading teams. 
Left to right, Ken Boshart, accounting; 
Elmer Dougherty, outside service, and Rol- 
lie Winders, shop and supply. 


ice copped the crown in both the 
high team series and individual high 
games departments. 

Secretary-Treasurer Ahl tells us 
that the alleys at Bowl-Mor are in 
fine shape with more improvements 
on the slate for next year. The foul 
lines will be equipped with “electric 
eyes” to nab the boys with slippery 
shoes and electric score boards will 
be installed. The building will be air 
conditioned for the player’s comfort 
and apparently everything will be 
provided except a sure fire system for 
rolling strikes. 


General view of the bowlers preceding the dinner. 
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Rood, secre- 
tary to the gen- 
eral commercial 
superintendent, 
amd Arthur 
Portsche of Lin- 
coln, were united 
in marriage: June 
7 in Sidney, Ne- 
braska. After a honeymoon through 
Washington, Oregon, and Califor- 
nia, the couple returned to Lincoln 
where they will reside and Mrs. 
Portsche will continue her work. 


Gertrude Merriman of the Lincoln 
Business Office became the bride of 
Jack Holmes of Lincoln on June 13 
at St. Paul Methodist Church. Mrs. 
Holmes is continuing her work and 
the couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Wedding bells rang on June 27, 
for Jean Beck of the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office and Norman Schulz of 
Beaver Crossing. The ceremony was 
performed at the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church in Goehner. After a 
short honeymoon, Jean and Norm re- 
turned to Lincoln where they will 
live, and Jean will continue her work. 


Rosemary Dolezal of the Wahoo 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Eldred Shanahan, June 3 at St. 
Wenceslaus Church in Wahoo. Af- 
ter a short honeymoon spent in Min- 
neapolis, Minn. and other points, the 
couple returned to Wahoo, where 
Mrs. Shanahan will continue her 
work. 


Erma Jancik of the Table Rock 
Traffic Department and Vernon 
Reed were united in marriage recent- 
ly. Mrs. Reed is continuing her work. 

Phyllis Rising of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Jack Hinman at the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, on 
June 15. The couple will reside jn 
Lincoln. 

The marriage of Darlene Hanne- 
man of the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment and Robert Gardner, took place 
June 12 at the First Congregational 
Church in Lincoln. Mrs. Gardner 
will continue her work and the cou- 
ple will reside in Lincoln. 


Bob Hohnstein of the Constryc- 
tion Department and Margaret Sny- 
der were united in marrriage on 
May 19. The ceremony was per- 
formed in Lincoln where the couple 
will reside. 


Viva June Miller of the Lincoln 
Accounting Department, was mar- 
ried to Robert Siefert at her home 
the afternoon of June 22. She will 
continue working. 


Two Wins For 


Girl Softball Sluggers 


fl Dike 1947 version of our girls’ soft- 

ball team, although they have 
been rained out in every scheduled 
practice session, have already taken 
the field twice in city league play, 
and their performance was good 
enough to bring on a glow of enthu- 
siasm to Coach Harold Brady. A 
sprinkling of veterans from last 
year's stellar team gives a good foun- 
dation for building up the present ag- 
gregation and while the caliber of 
the teams they will meet this year is 
stronger than last the Telephone 
girls have already sounded warning 
that they will be able to hold their 
own. 

The following players have already 
affixed their signatures to the team 
roster: Dorothy Adkisson, Marie 
Adkisson, Linda Bartels, Kathleen 
Bish, Drew Dorland, Betty Hoff, 
Betty Johnson, June Johnsen, Ruth 
McCracken, Arvilla McMahon, 
Grace Marrow, Ruth Marrow, Irene 
Bowman, Tiny Martin, Audry Neal, 
Elaine Scovell, Lorraine Vicek, Lor- 
raine Williams, Arlene Zabel. 
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Assistant Vice-President 
And General Manager 


The Company’s Board of Direct- 
ors at their meeting last month ap- 
pointed B. I. Noble as assistant vice- 
president and general manager. Prior 
to his appointment, Mr. Noble held 
the title of assistant to the vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. 


B. I. NOBLE 


His association in the telephone 
business began in 1927 and through- 
out his years of service he has dis- 
played much initiative and ability. 
Beginning as a groundman in the 
Lincoln Plant Department, he was 
made plant statistician in 1930 and 
in 1934 was promoted to the staff of 
the general commercial superintend- 
ent where he held the position of 
sales manager. He became area man- 
ager at York in 1939 and remained 
in that capacity until his entry into 
the Army Signal Corps in August, 
1942. After serving overseas in Eng- 
land, France, Luxembourg and Ger- 
many during 1944 and 1945, he re- 
turned to Lincoln in December, 1945 
with the commission of Lt. Colonel. 
He holds the bronze star for meri- 
torious service with General Omar 
Bradley’s 12th Army Group. 


For many years, Mr. Noble has de- 
voted much time and activity to civic 
and community affairs. He is a past 
president of the Lincoln Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and past na- 
tional director of the U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. He current- 
ly heads the Industrial Committee 
of the Lincoln Chamber of Com- 
merce and is a director of the Lin- 
coln Rotary Club. He also has been 
active in such organizations as the 
Red Cross and Community Chest. 
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Tratfic Promotions 


A ha promotions of importance 

were announced last month by 
C. C. Donley, general traffic super- 
intendent. Mrs. Irene Combs has 
been appointed as a staff member of 
the general traffic superintendent at 
Lincoln where she will hold the po- 
sition of traveling chief operator. 
Miss Lela Watson moves from Fair- 
bury to Beatrice where she becomes 
chief operator at our third largest 
exchange. 


Mrs. Combs is well experienced 
in Traffic supervisory responsibili- 
ties. She was formerly assistant chief 
operator at Hastings before her pro- 
motion in June 1946 to chief oper- 
ator at Beatrice where she served 


until her present appointment. 

Miss Watson also has a fine back- 
ground of experience in the Traffic 
Department having served at York as 
assistant chief operator and at Fair- 
bury as chief operator. She has been 
succeeded at Fairbury by Miss Viola 
Dunn, formerly chief operator at 
Wymore. 


Smith To Head Independent 


Telephone Workers 

AMES E. Smith, Lincoln combina- 

tionman, was elected as one of 13 
members of the national executive 
board of the Communications Work- 
ers of America at the June conven- 
tion of that organization im Miami 
Beach, Florida. In addition to the 
board post, he was named to serve as 
the director of independent unions 
affiliated with the national organiza- 
tion. The CWA is the newly or- 
ganized national telephone Union of 
which the United Union of Tele- 
phone Workers, representing Union 
employees in this Company, is a part. 

Mr. Smith has been in the tele- 
phone business since 1928 when he 
started as a groundman at Beatrice. 
He became a lineman the same year 
serving at Beatrice and Tecumseh 
and in 1934 moved to Auburn as a 
combinationman. He has been a 
member of the Lincoln Service De- 
partment since 1943 and is president 
of the United Union of Telephone 
Workers. 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Title Changes 


Betty Beebe Irene Combs 


Eve. Chief Opr. 
Osceola General Traffic 


Accounting 
Joyce I. Grabowski, clerk, Hastings Com- 
mercial to machine operator, Account: 
ing. 


Plant 

Jack Billings, truck driver to construction 
driver, Construction. 

H. G. Cudaback, truck driver to construc: 
tion driver, Construction. 

G. E. Damon, combinationman, Hum- 
boldt, to combination man, Auburn. 

J. T. Ellis, building serviceman to janitor, 
Service, Lincoln. 

Donald E. Jones, truck driver to driver 
lineman, Construction. 

Donald F. Kapke, truck driver to driver 
lineman, Construction. 

H. F. Kempf, truck driver to construction 
driver, Construction. 

Donald L. Olsen, truck driver to construc: 
tion driver, Construction. 

C. H. Pierce, truck driver to construc- 
driver, Construction. 

Leland L. Rauch, warehouseman, Supply 
to switchboardman, Service, Lincoln. 
R. W. Slote, truck driver to construction 

driver, Construction. 
C. L. Walker, returned from pension to 
switchboardman, Lincoln. 


Traffic 
Florence M. Beck, A operator to A&L 


operator, Superior. 


Betty I. Beebe, A&L operator to Evening 
Chief Operator, Osceola. 


Phyllis Brockmeyer, A operator, Beatrice, 
to A&L operator, Lincoln. 


Dona J. Brusnahan, machine operator, 
Accounting, to advanced clerk, general 
traffic. 

June T. Carman, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Daykin. 

Irene Combs, chief operator, Beatrice, to 
traveling chief operator, general traffic. 

Viola Dunn, chief operator, Wymore, to 
chief operator, Fairbury. 
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Traveling Chief Opr. 


Viola Dunn 
Chief Operator 
Fairbury 


Marie Jackson 
Sr. Secretary 
General Traffic 


Regina Rabb 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Wymore 


Lela Watson 
Chief Operator 
Beatrice 


Lula Heins, A@L operator to instructor, 
David City. 

Ruth Hellman, A operator to A&L op- 

erator, Beatrice. 


R. B. Hobson, warehouseman, Supply, to 
advanced clerk, general traffic. 


Martha Hoppens, A&L_ operator to 
NA&L operator, Harvard. 


Marie Jackson, junior secretary to senior 
secretary, general traffic. 


Anna Johnson, A operator to A€?L op: 
erator, Hastings. 


June E. Johnsen, L operator, Lincoln. to 


Jay 


advanced clerk, general traffic. 


Arvilla Patterson, appointed chief Opera- 
tor-cashier, Pleasant Dale. 

Regina Rabb, A®@L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Wymore. 

Margaret A. Rech, A operator to AGL 
operator, David City. 

Iva M. Thompson, A&L operator to 
AGL supervisor, Hastings. 

Marjorie G. Vrana, A operator to A@L 
Operator, Superior. 

Donna L. Vybiral, A&L operator, David 
City, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Jean Vybiral, instructor, David City, to 
L operator, Lincoln. 

Lela W. Watson, chief operator, Fairbury, 
to chief operator, Beatrice. 

Alys E. White, A@L operator to desk 


operator, Beatrice, 


| : J. Sterling Morton home 
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A nice string of catfish, bull- at Arbor Lodg 
heads, and carp taken at Oak _Park at Nebraska City. 
Creek Lake, near Lincoln. ae 
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Horseback riders at beau- 


tiful Chadron State Park. 


our own home state of Nebraska holds 
many spots of interest and scenic beauty— 
good fishing and hunting opportunities too. 


Within its borders may be found seven 
beautiful state parks, numberless lakes and 
streams as well as many delightful spots for 


week-end jaunts. 


The accompanying pictures typify some of 
the vacation and recreational opportunities 
to be found in Cornhuskerland. The trout fish- 


ing scene on our front cover was taken on 
Snake River in Western Nebraska. 


We acknowledge with thanks the cooper- 
ation of the State Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission through whose courtesy the 
scenes are presented. ; 


Fish matchery at Gretna 
helps keep Nebraska streams 
n> and lakes well stocked. 
en~ 
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A bit of wild, scenic beauty at 
Lookout Butte near Crawford. 


This small lake near Fremont 
is a favorite rendezvous for 
fishermen and picnickers. 


pe Buffalo herd at Chadron 
me State Park. 
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Entrance to Stolley State 
Park near Grand Island. 
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Homeward bound after a fruit- 
Western Nebraska. 


ful hunt 
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Dividends on the wing. Snow 
geese and mallards at a 
western wild fowl refuge. 
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G. B. Arnold 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Forty Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Frieda Hoffman, Hastings; Mae Me- 
duna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, Hebron. 
Thirty-One Years 


B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Ann Keegan, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Eight Years 
G. W. Miers, Seward. 

Twenty-Seven Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 

Twenty-Six Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Five Years 


G. A. Foster, Lincoln: Mary Meister, 
Humboldt. 


Twenty-Four Years 


Carl Ahl, Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; M. 
L. Hodge, Beatrice: Gladys Walker, Mil- 
ford. 


Twenty-Three Years 
J. L. Alldritt, Friend. 
Twenty-One Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln; Kathryn Owens, 
Nebraska City. 
Eighteen Years 
G. E. Miller, Lincoln: Ethel Patrick, 
Fairmont. 
Seventeen Years 


H. W. Armagost, David City. 


R. M. Green 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


C. H. Palmquist 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Ella Hansen 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Margaret Francis 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Sixteen Years 
R. E. Galley, R. O. Sherman, Lincoln; 
A. M. Newens, Plattsmouth; Camilla Sel- 
zer, David City. 
Thirteen Years 
V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 
Fairbury. 
Twelve Years 
Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
John Fischer, Lincoln; Eleanor Lane, 
Weeping Water; Dorothy Trauernicht, 
Beatrice. 
Five Years 
Adeline Carlson, W. B. Imler, P. G. 
Radebaugh, Lincoln; Marjorie Rentschler, 
Fairbury; Thrasilla Kubicek, Shelby; Mar- 


ian Rasmussen, York. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


fein following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of June: 

Primary members: Mrs. Gladys 
Bennett, Lincoln Traffic Department, 
$323.50; Evelyn M. Soukup, David 
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G. A. Foster 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Mary Meister 
Humboldt 
25 Years 


City Traffic Department, $42.50; C. 
H. Liebhart, Lincoln Plant Depart- 
ment, $10.00; Helen J. Garner, York 
Traffic Department, $62.50; Anna 
A. Larson, Harvard Traffic Depart- 
ment, $42.50; Arthur Balderson, 
Seward Plant Department, $160.00; 
D. W. Harp, Supply Department, 
$5.00; C. E. Harp, Lincoln Service 
Department, $87.15; Otto Nelsen, 
Accounting Department, $6.00; Max- 
ine Herbes, Osceola Commercial De- 
partment, $19.00; Erma J. Keenan, 
Hastings Traffic Department, $32.50. 


Dependents: Mrs. H. W. Tubbs, 
Hastings, $17.63; Mrs. J. L. Alldritt, 
Friend, $196.88; Mrs. J. E. Turner, 
Lincoln, $146.25; Mrs. Elmer Neu- 
jahr, Wahoo, $114.64; Yvonne Gil- 
lespie, Beatrice, $36.38; Lawrence H. 
Kruse, Lincoln, $108.75. 


JOURNEY’S END 


MRS. HELEN KOONTZ, mother 
of Frances Koontz of the Engi- 
neering Department, passed away 
June 7. Funeral services were held 
June 10 at Roper and Sons, with 
burial in Lincoln. 


MR. FRANK HEDSTROM, father 
of C. E. Hedstrom of the Hastings 
Plant Department, passed away 
June 13° at Funk, Nebraska. 
Funeral services were held June 16 
at Funk. 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent. 


Vacation time is here again.—Mrs. 
Armstrong flew to Seattle, Washington 
to visit her son and his wife—Luella 
Buck will be spending part of her vaca- 
tion in Illinois. .. Barbara Lewis recent- 
ly returned from her vacation, which was 
spent in Washington. . . We welcome a 
new operator to the Traffic Department, 
Shirley Young. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


Vacations head the list of news this 
time of year. There is so much talking 
and planning before one takes their time 
off, but when they come back, there is 
sort of a “let down” and it takes a few 
days to get back into the swing again. 
Leora Weyand, Nadine Aden, Pat Emer- 
son and Irene Humlicek of the Traffic 
Department, have been ladies of leisure 
and have taken delight in passing the of- 
fice all hours of the day, tantalizing the 
ones who have to work. . . Donna and 
Jean Vybiral, who were transferred to 
the Lincoln office (Traffic Department), 
were given a farewell party by the girls 
of this office. After a delicious picnic 
lunch was served, Miss Swan presented 
each with gifts as remembrances from 
the girls. We all wish them luck in their 
new positions and hope to see them back 


often. .. Miss Swan and Leola Heins re- 
cently attended a Chief Operator In- 
structor’s meeting at York. . . Thursday 


morning, rays of all colors shot all di- 
rections on the switchboard—after in- 
vestigating, it was found to be radiating 
from Leola Heins left hand where a 
diamond was sending forth its brilliancy. 
Congratulations Leola!—the fishing trip 
must have been the turning point. 
Harvey Armagost of the Plant Depart- 
ment, is sitting and wishing the fish 
would bite on the banks of the Minne- 
sota Lakes. . . Vern Campbell has been 
hobbling around on crutches due to a 
chipped ankle bone—We are still trying 
to figure out the “ones” who painted his 
toe nails, each a different shade too! ... 
Maurice Richards has joined the Plant 
force this summer. 


Milford 
Stella Sowers is spending her two 
week’s vacation visiting her mother at 
Ord. . . We welcome a new operator, Bet- 
ty Mooreberg, to our gang. Good luck 
Betty! 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 

Welcome to the gang—We have new 
members who are pushing plugs, Jacque- 
line Boldra, Bonnie Biggs, Betty Haith, 
Ruby Hart, Esther Kuipers and Ardel 
Freudenberg. Welcome again girls! ... 
‘Snooks” Smith and Mary Bartyzelle are 
real busy with their new toll classes, 
Mary Jenkens, Hazel Kuhns, Frances 
Schneider and Marjorie Knoll. Good luck 
girls (you'll need it). Miss Grupe 
visited us one day to explain our new toll 
practice. Happy Days ahead! ... Mrs. 
Komma is our night operator and we 
have been keeping her plenty busy with 


our toll calls. .. Mariam Haase surprised 
us by announcing her marriage. Con- 
gratulations! . . . Maxine Meyer has re- 


turned from her vacation. She reports 
that Arizona and Washington are won- 
derful for a trip—but Nebraska is nice 
to come home to. . . Etta Staack is now 
on her vacation. . . Kathryn Owens is on 
our absentee list due to injury of her 
ankle. Hope she is back soon. . . Mar- 
garet Wademan just returned from her 
vacation. Happy days, no work for ten 
days—Can you imagine—Not working. 
Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Vacation time is here once more.— 
Mrs. Helen Ofe returned June 23 from 
spending a week of vacation 
at home. . . Mrs. Hilda 
Fitzgerald also spent her va- 
cation at home... Mrs. Ruth 
Koukal returned to work 
June 23 after being on the 
sick list since March 31... 
Mrs. Hilda Johanns spent 
June 4 in Omaha shopping 
and visiting. 


The Table Rock office with 
Operator Erma Reed, seated, 
and Chief Operator Pearl 
Freeman. Mrs. Reed, until her 
recent marriage, answered to 
the name of Erma Jancik. 
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Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


It looks as though news is still scarce 
around the Seward area. . . Chris Haber- 
man enjoyed fishing during his vacation 
at Leach Lake, Minnesota.—-Leave it to 
Chris, he got his limit and also let the 
“sane” at the office have a taste of Min- 
nesota fish—Instead of running around 
in his summer clothes, he said he had to 
wear his red flannels, two pair of trousers 
and a coat to keep warm.—That sounds 
more like “Alaska” doesn’t it! ... Lydia 
Kriegshauser spent one week of her va- 
cation at home resting. . . Beata Merz 
is spending her vacation at Norfolk. . . 
Beata and Martha Merz had their two 
brothers from Seattle, Washington and 
their sister from Norfolk, as their vis- 
itors recently. 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Mrs. Marguerite Lockhart has taken 
one week of her vacation and is visiting 
friends and relatives in Omaha... Mrs. 
Gloria Weliman spent June 6 shopping 
in Lincoln. . . Our Chief Operator, Miss 
Windels, spent the Memorial week-end 
visiting relatives in Smith Center, Kan- 
sas. .. We welcome Aldean Steinhoff as 
a new operator in the ‘Traffic Depart- 
ment. . . Charles Kermoade, our combi- 
nationman, had the misfortune of sprain- 
ing his ankle on June 5. He returned to 
work Monday, June 16. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent. 
Vacations from the Wahoo Traffic De- 
partment during May and June were: 


Mrs. Irma Bartek, Kathryn Miller, and 
Leona Lind and Bill Behrens from the 
Plant Department. Miss Emily Hanus, 
our Assistant Chief Operator, has been 
confined to her home for three weeks 
under the Doctor’s care. We hope for a 
quick recovery Ethel and hope you are 
back on the job soon. .. June is the 
month of brides, and wedding bells rang 
for Rosemary Dolezal, of the Traffic De- 
partment, June 3. Congratulations! We 
are happy to report the satisfactory re- 
covery of Mrs. Ethel Neujahr, wife of 
our ‘trouble shooting” Elmer. She spent 
several weeks at the local hospital and 
we all hope it will be the last siege of 
its kind for her. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Department 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


The Department wishes to extend a 
note of welcome to the following new 
employees— Esther Gushard, Doloris 
Morgan, Joyce Grabowski, Patricia Ben- 
nett and Lillian Burns. The latter two, 
including Vivian Nelson (employed last 
month) are working on a special Toll 
study. . . Former employees that paid us 
a visit during the past month included 
Jerry Amend Superfine, Teresa Casari 
Berlowitz and Marion Wiederspan Eng- 
ler... To Frances Koontz goes our deep- 
est sympathy in the loss of her mother... 
Catherine Daugherty has been absent 
from work due to illness. We're hoping 
her recovery will be rapid. .. Donna Jean 
Brusnahan has recently been transferred 
to the office of the Traffic Department. 
Best wishes, Donna. . . Gloria Zier was 
very enthusiastic about fishing until a 
certain fisherman dangled a fishworm 


As the groom looks help- 
lessly on, Joe ‘’Casanova” 
Hartley, does his duty as he 
sees -it. The charming bride 
is Viva June Miller of the 
Accounting Department 
who, on this happy occa- 
sion, changed her name to 
Mrs. Robert Siefert. 


in her face. For informa- 
tion on what took place in 
her hasty get away, see 
Gloria. Her face turned 
several shades of -red. . . 
Esther Kehling reported 
for work one day very well 
toasted—on one side. 
Mr. Bush, the lucky man, 
received a Cook Book for 
Father’s Day. He’ll have 
no cause to complain 
about the food he’s eating 
these days. .. Mr. Sievers, 
we’ve heard of people tak- 
ing the long way home, 
but never the long way to 
work. . . If we were able 
to have a look unto the 
beach of Florida right now, we’d prob- 
ably find Johnnie Backstrom building 
castles in the sand for his daughter... 
Bob Ross is finding out whether every- 
thing is ‘oil-right’ deep in the heart of 
Texas. . . Clara Jones entertained guests 
from California during her vacation. The 
losers of a game of bridge, played im- 
mediately following breakfast, were the 
unfortunates that did breakfast dishes. 
Remind us never to visit Clara’s house... 
Other vacationers were Lily Robotham, 
Kathryn Morrissey and Shirley Bonnell. 
... Ken Boshart is just a boy at heart. 
His day doesn’t begin until he’s read the 
latest issue of Dick Tracy. He caused 
quite a commotion in this office the 
other day when he announced the arri- 
val of Gravel Gertie’s baby. . . Elsie 
Powell’s been seen riding around in a 
bee-oooootiful new hydramatic Oldsmo- 
bile !!! ! Mr. J. L. Lyne has a farm 
close to Hickman that practically went 
down stream with the recent flood wat- 
ers. . . Iva Mae Ost, after becoming 
thoroughly drenched, decided she couldn’t 
carry water in the pockets of her dress. 
... Mr. Brehm, please accept our apolo- 
gies for calling the Lincoln Zephyr a 
Ford. 


Construction Department 
By Virginia Kinseth 


We have lots of new employees to wel- 
come this month. First, there is Terry 
Cain, our new addition to the office. We 
hope she likes us as well as we know we 
are going to like her. New employees on 
our Construction gangs include Bob 
Chriswisser, Warren Eltiste, Don Horr- 
man, Bob Kucera, William Lynn, Ray- 
mond Minich and Richard Merril, who 
transferred from the Southern District. 
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Bob Cardwell and Richard Knight who 
have worked with us summers while at- 
tending school came back to us this 
month for permanent jobs. .. Alexa Kay 
Burt, baby daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Burt, made her appearance Fri- 
day, June 6th. Congratulations George 
and Norma... We are sorry to lose Mr. 
W. P. Conn. He retired June 30th and 
is now in Oregon having a whee of a va- 
cation and getting settled in his new 
home. .. Mr. Holcomb is on the sick list 
and is in the hospital at Nebraska City 
at the present time. We hope he will be 
back on his feet before this goes to press. 
_. . Vacationers this month include Joy 
Dobbs, Roy Mills, and George Hansen. 
Mr. Dobbs tried to finish painting his 
house in between showers. We under- 
stand Mr. Mills spent part of his first 
week at Norfolk—but the water got a 
little too high to suit him so he beat it 
for home. .. We might also mention that 
our Associate Editor, Shirley Hess is 
writhing in agony to keep from scratch- 
ing the chigger bites she got from climb- 
ing a cherry tree in Nebraska City over 


the week-end. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The girls of the General Commercial 
Office held a dinner in honor of Kathryn 
Rood, at the Colonial Cup on June 4, 
at which an automatic radio clock was 
presented to her as a gift from the whole 
department. Kathryn was married 
June 7 to Arthur Portsche of Lincoln, 
and after a three weeks trip through the 
Western States, is now back at work... 
Mr. Jackson took one week of his va- 
cation in June also, most of which was 
spent on the golf course. The General 
Commercial Office will be boasting for 
some time about their golfers, as Mr. 
Jackson and Mr. Gorman both came out 
winners in the city golf tournament last 
month. . . Willie Ruth Hamilton had a 
pleasant surprise when her parents ar- 
rived unexpectedly from Louisiana on 
June 5, to attend her husband Paul’s 
graduation from University. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


A hearty welcome is extended to two 
new Supply Department employees, John 
Shannon and Merle Schneider. John has 
taken an assignment in the Telephone 
Repair Shop and Merle is a Warehouse- 
man. .. Lee Rauch has been transferred 
from the Warehouse to the Service De- 
partment. Lee has been with us as a 
Warehouseman ever since his return from 
the armed services last fall. . . At this 
writing we have a few vacationers. H. 
M. ‘Bud” Miller had planned a trip to 
the Dakota’s but due to the floods and 
uncertainty of train connections he just 
settled for a trip to Omaha for some 


visiting. . . Gay Henderson is spending 
a very peaceful and enjoyable trip in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota. .. Ivan L. 
Olson is taking one week of his vacation. 
He is planning on doing a little fishing 
and hoeing of weeds in his garden... 
W. R. ‘Bill’ Rosenthal is spending his 
vacation working around home... Har- 
ry F. Smith took one week of his vaca- 
tion. He played George Washington and 
cut down a cherry tree besides doing 
other odds and ends of work around 
home. .. Lee Adams was off duty from 
June 11 to 24 to see about joining the 
Navy. As yet he has not entered due to 
a little physical trouble. We wish you 
the best of luck, Lee, in being able to 
enter soon... Mr. L. A. Stacy is wear- 
ing a wide grin across his face because 
he has a new little grand daughter, Bar- 
bara Jean, born June 14 to Mrs. and Mr. 
Howard Stacy. Congratulations to Grand- 
pa Stacy. .. We are sorry to report that 
Bob Donaldson entered the Lincoln Gen- 
eral Hospital on June 23 for surgery. 
We sincerely wish a speedy recovery to 
you, Bob, and hope you can be back 
with us soon. . . Seems as though F. J. 
Barnett and Ivan L. Olson have been 
having a little tough luck in making the 
river stay away from their doors. Barney 
has had water in his house twice in one 
week, however, Ivan lives on a little 
higher ground and has only been both- 
ered once on his property. These fellows 


are both hoping for a little sunny weath- 
er for awhile. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


And the rains came! We’re beginning 
to think the Oregonian “moss-backs” 
have nothing on us after an extended 
rainy season. For all the lovely moisture 
we've still managed to out smart the 
weather by various happenings etc. 
Viola Fischer spent a week of her va- 
cation at home painting, papering and 
just being a housewife. . . Gen. Wood 
toured the west to end up in Idaho 
visiting her parents for a two week va- 
cation. . . C. Eggerss and H. Gore had 
their vacation arranged so they could 
participate in the city golf tournament. 

Gertrude Merriman became Mrs. 
Jack Holmes on Friday the 13th of June 
at St. Paul’s chapel. With an alarm 
clock bursting forth a signal to the tense 
audience at the stroke of 8:00 p. m., 
the wedding was off*to a good start. 


. Best wishes, Gertrude. . . Dottie Deeds 


joined our gang again this summer after 
another school term and a _ wonderful 
trip to New York. We’re glad you’re 
back Dottie and hope your stay is longer 
than the summer months. ...W. Mc- 
Dowell celebrated his birthday this 
month and as a result he spent his two 
weeks’ vacation quietly at home. When 
a man gets close to 50 years old, life 
needs to go a little slower doesn’t it 


Mac? (All kidding aside, Mac isn’t really 
that old)... June 27th was the wedding 
day of Jean Beck and Norman Schulz 
at Goehner, Nebraska. At two pre- 
nuptial affairs the bride found plaster 
being deposited on her head at one 
shower and a good dipping it in the 
horse tank at another. Just some fond 
little remembrances for Jean in years 
to come besides our best wishes. . . Off 
to Milwaukie, Wisconsin for one week 
was Mavis Everett on her first train 
ride. With the floods raging out of con- 
trol over Iowa and Nebraska the journey 
turned out to be quite a train ride... 
Our closing thoughts are that the nev 
directories are being delivered this 
month bringing another directory period 
to a close for another eight months... 
And may you have a banging good 4th 
of July! 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacationers from our Department this 
month include E. E. Johnson, H. Zim- 
merman, P. J. Garvey, P. R. Winscot, 
L. C. Hutchison, A. M. Geist, and L. H. 
Pierce. .. L. G. Saunders took two days 
vacation and traveled to Omaha to at- 
tend Grand Lodge. . . Mr. Jenkins put 
his vacation time to good use by fixing 
up his cabin at South Bend. We hope 
building the porch didn’t take all his 
time, and that he had some time left to 
enjoy it. . . Congratulations to Norma 
Burt, former typist in the Switchroom. 
She is the mother of a baby girl... We 
wish to welcome several new members to 
our Service Department this month. 
They are R. H. Culver, S. J. Dennis, Jr., 
R. V. Southworth, and A. J. Behm. 
. . . Robert Hurley has joined the 
ranks of the proud papas. A 
daughter, Connie Loy, made her 
appearance on June 8... C. Eiken- 
bary, J. S. Fischer and J. Kuchera 
were on the sick list during June. 

We all wish to extend our 
sympathy to Robert Green, whose 
father Merrill Green, passed away 
recently. . . Mr. Jess T. May is 
sporting a new Company ar, 
which was purchased recently. . . 
Belle Randall underwent an op- 
eration at Lincoln General Hos- 
pital on June 16, and is now get- 
ting better fast. Keep up the 
good work and hurry back, Belle. 


cM 


Trouble’s favorite sons, Jess Ellis 
and Bill Schuman, get themselves 
into a bit of a predicament in the 
Lincoln Cafeteria storeroom. 
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Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we experience the first warm days, 
so long delayed by incessant showers, 
we are affected in various ways. The 
other day our Chief Operator received 
a telephone call from Phyllis Geistlinger, 
who was supposed to be on her 15 min- 
ute relief saying, “I’m sorry Miss Rich- 
ards, I mistook my relief period for quit- 
ting time and came home!” . . . This be- 
ing the peak of vacation season many 
of our number are absent with others re- 
turning. Among those whose vacations 
are a memory are Annetta Griess who 
spent the time at her home in Sutton; 
Mrs. Dorothy Darnold, who with her 
family, enjoyed a motor trip to Cali- 
fornia; Mabel Volpp who spent part of 
her vacation with Mrs. Orville Lenz, the 
former Frances Petersen, at Elmwood; 
De Lores Glover who visited at Boone, 
Iowa ‘and Aurora, Nebraska; Marilou 
Scott who motored to Billings, Montana; 
Darlene Hanneman who was married 
during her vacation to Robert Gardner 
and Arlene Zabel who vacationed in 
Texas. Other vacationers whose plans 
are not known to us are Catherine Cool- 
ey, Hazel Neman, Helen Pierson, Geor- 
gia Harrold, Lilian Baker, Opal Thim- 
gan, Pearl Varga, Betty Hinman, Betty 
Kroeger, Mrs. Livers, “Micky” McCrack- 
en, Mary Frances Redding (who we 
think contemplates a trip to Pennsyl- 
vania), Betty Bock, Doris Peacock, 
Audrey Neal, Lillian Schafer and May 
Hunt. Our Senior Assistant Chief Op- 
erator, Mrs. Georgia Smith, enjoyed a 
week of her vacation with relatives in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. . . Marie Ad- 
kisson spent a week-end with friends at 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 
of facilities and telephones. 


October 1, 1946.........-...... 831 
November 1, 1946............ 850 
December 1, 1946.............- 952 
January 1, 1947000000000... 854 
February 1, 1947................ 891 
March 1, 1947.00.00... 1043 
April 1, 1947 .ecccccccscccoeeeeoe: 1047 
PUT he LOA re a 1103 
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Exeter. . . Annetta Griess enjoyed a 
week-end in Denver, Colorado. Why the 
urge to go west, Annetta? ... New classes 
include Mary Bornemeier, Miriam Car- 
ter, Jean Vybiral, Donna Vybiral, Phyl- 
lis Warner and Mrs. Hazel Meyer taught 
by Della Wilcox; Dorothy Barker and 
Delpha Packett with Ruth Marcks in- 
structing; Marjorie Cowley and Dorothy 
King taught by Dorothy Grafton; Bonnie 
Eis and Cleo Kelly with Wilma Wergin 
as instructress. New girls on information 
are Leona Becker and Bernice Grote... 
Mary Emerson has returned from Ohio, 


where she was called by the illness of her 
father. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Beatrice 


The biggest news for us has been the 
flood situation in Beatrice and surround- 
ing territory. Word from our plant de- 
partment is that some 68 telephones are 
out of order in Beatrice; and according 
to local papers the fiood waters drove 
111 families from their homes. The Big 
Blue River crested at 27.65 feet—the 
highest in more than 40 years. . . De- 
spite the rainy season there is some talk 
of vacations; Margaret Lenhart took her 
vacation already and she returned to 
work the other day with a nice sun tan, 
so we know she spent some of her vaca- 
tion on the golf links. Mr. Dickenman 
leaves June 28th for Chicago to attend 
the Kiwanis Convention. Joyce Johnson, 
Leila Broadston, Mary Thompson and 
Pauline Portchy are also vacationing. .. 
We welcome, R. L. Miller, Switchboard- 
man from Newton Iowa, Jo Ann Barger, 
Wanda Bott, Marylin Grancer and Joyce 
Sprague as “hello girls,” . . Lucile Mur- 
ray resigned to make her home in Hays, 
Kansas. Our congratulations go to 
Donna Fuller and Betty Seckman, who 
were married this month. 


Daykin 


We welcome Mrs. June Carman as our 
Chief Operator Cashier. 


Feirbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 
Recent vacationers have been Floyd 
Nave, who spent a week in Douglas visit- 
ing relatives, Joyce Robinson spent her 
vacation in the Ozarks, and Dorcas Sla- 
ter, Marjorie Rentschler and Edna 
Schoenrock spent the time at home... 
Olga Friesen, a former operator was an 


office visitor. . . Vera Sweetser and An- 
nabelle Stocker were recent Lincoln vis- 
itors. . . The girls of the Traffic and 


Commercial offices had a farewell party 

for Lela Watson, who was transferred 

to Beatrice and a welcome to Viola 

Dunn, who is our new Chief Operator. 

Each guest was presented with a gift. 
Friend 

E. M. Massie is spending his vacation 
at his home. 

Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent. 

Miss Catharine Gillan is enjoying a 
three week’s vacation in Pennsylvania 
visiting relatives. Mr. Isaman visited 
with his parents in Hastings May 30th. 
. .. Betty Lou Herr visited relatives in 
Lincoln, June 15. 

Table Rock 

Pearl Freeman, chief operator, is va- 
cationing at home and we guess she is 
practicing up for life on the newly ac- 
quired farm. We know Pearl will be a 
big success on the farm because she has 
raised Oleanders, Poinsettas, and a 
large group of anonymous plants in the 
office with amazing success. In fact, 
people have been known to rush in the 
office and order a dozen tomato plants 
thinking it was a greenhouse. . . Erma 
Jancik forsook single bliss for the joys 
of wedded life by becoming Mrs. Ver- 
non Reed recently. The couple will re- 
side in Table Rock. 

Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent. 

We welcome -Mrs. Pearl B. O’Hehir, 
who has assumed her new duties as chief 
operator. . . Jerrie Murphy is vacation- 
ing and complains about her aching back, 
due to using a sanding machine. The 
most peculiar noises gave forth from 
Jerrie’s house and we can’t tell whether 
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its groans caused by her aching back, 
the sanding machine in operation, or 
both. . . Bill Eckles from Nelson is now 
a member of our force. . . Mary Estes 
transferred from the Cook Traffic De- 
partment to the Tecumseh Commercial 
Office, we are glad to have both,of you 
with us. .. Lois Stinson resigned recently 
to take up household duties. Lots of good 
luck Lois, in that new job. 
Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent. 


Betty Anthony is spending her vaca- 
tion at home. .. Anna Aden is spending 
part of her vacation in Omaha with rela- 
tives. . . Sylvia Anthony is confined to 
the University Hospital in Omaha, where 
she is undergoing observation and treat- 
ment. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Harvard 


Wanda Lilly has resigned her posi- 
tion as operator and has moved to Grand 
Island with her parents. . . We wish to 
welcome Mrs. Elta Fishback as our 
new operator. . . Mrs. Martha Hoppens 
is our new night operator. . . Mrs. Em- 
maline Brenneman will be taking her 
vacation the first part of July. | 


Hastings 
LaVeta Kimminau and Bella J. Gates, 
Correspondents. 

Many new faces have appeared at the 
switchboard the past month, including, 
Naomo Sherman, Frances Curley, Lola 
Shuler, Mary Dickerson, Florence Good- 
man and Ramona Harms. We also wish 
to welcome Nell Warren who hails from 
Arkansas. We extend our heartiest wel- 
come and best of luck, girls. . . Lois 
Williams spent a week in Denver and 
we understand she had an enjoyable 
time. . . Due to an accident encountered 
while en route to California, Bette Har- 
nett has had to resign. .. A new sparkle 
has been added to the eyes of Mary 
Bockerman. Cnogratulation Mary and 
Dick. . . At the time of this writing, 
Ruth Compton has been unable to work 
due to illness. Her daughter, Jo Ann, is 
home after touring with the South Caro- 
lina Symphony Orchestra so we feel 
that she has a very capable nurse and 
will be able to be back with us soon... 
Erma Keenan has returned to work after 
an absence following a tonsillectomy. 
We're happy to have you back... We’re 
happy to have Katherine Hoover with 
us again even though it is for a short 
time. . . Cupid is at it again. Congratu- 
lations to Mrs. Glen Kilpatrick, formerly 
Geraldine Tyrrell; also to Elta K. Vort- 
man who is engaged to A. G. Wolevetz, 
and Lois Harper who is engaged to Bob 
Opsler. . . . Welcome back to the old 
operators, Helen Vollweiler, formerly 
Helen Brotherton, and Geraldine Hatch- 
er, formerly Geraldine Sherman; also to 
our new girl, Marian Niemeier from 
Fairbury. .. New toll students are Meta 


Rice and Phyllis- Guhl with Moreane 
Alldritt as instructress, and Eva Bell 
Ross and Bella J. Gates with Olive 
Hess as instructress. Girls leaving 
us are Harriet Barnett who is going to 
college and later plans to teach school, 
Sarah Wright who is working in a dress 
shop, Lulubelle Stansberry who is work- 
ing at Swift & Co., Ethel Smith who 
was married June 14, and Frances 
Shields who was married June 22... 
Jo Ann Redinger spent an enjoyable 
weekend in Lincoln. . . A week’s vaca- 
tion was enjoyed by Frieda Hoffman 
who -went to Lincoln and ‘Tecumseh. 
Marie Pearson is enjoying her vaca- 


tion in California. Have a swell time, 
Marie. 


Hebron 
Janice Brown, Correspondent. 


We wish to welcome Adeline Kripal 
to the Traffic Department, also Betty 
Nacke who has worked with us before. 
... Margaret Bethscheider was shopping 
in Lincoln June 18. . . Our janitress, 
Valores Worm, has left us to take a 
position as a secretary in the County 
Court House. Good luck, Valores. 
Ruth Rittenhouse spent June 20 in Clay 
Center. . . Vacation time is here again 
with Regina Bethscheider beginning hers 
the last week in June. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Hazel Johnson returned home the lat- 
ter part of May after spending two 
weeks in California visiting relatives... 
Colorado seems to be the popular vaca- 
tion spot this year. Maxine Herbes re- 
‘turned to work June 9 after a week 
spent in Denver. Agnes Gustafson en- 
joyed part of her vacation the fore-part 
of June, also visiting in and around 
Denver. . . We were sorry to lose one of 
our operators, Dorothy Wright, who was 
transferred to York. 


Polk 


Bethel King enjoyed a week’s visit 
with her sister from Council, Idaho, the 
fore-part of June. .. Ada Marie Spring- 
er visited in Giltner, Nebraska, on June 
15. . . Clara Anderson’s daughter from 
Lincoln visited her over the Memorial 
Day weekend. .. The daughter of Esther 
Whitacre spent several weeks in Polk 


the fore-part of June visiting with her 
mother, 


Shelby 


Vacations are in full swing here. 
Grace Lux returned to work June 2 
after two weeks spent at home. Thra- 
silla Kubicek spent her vacation in and 
around Shelby, and enjoyed a little 
“fishing” she says. Ica Westley was in- 
definite as to her vacation plans, but 
started her three weeks on June 17. 


Siromspburg 


Edith Mattson of Stromsburg and 
Betty Beebe of Osceola attended a Chief 
Operators’ meeting in York on June 13 


° Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent. 

We wish to welcome three new girls 
in the Traffic Department. These girls 
graduated with the Class of 1947 from 
the Superior High School. They are 
Dolly Alford, Dorothy Wulf, and Bev- 
erly Cochran. . . Clarinda Lake has just 
returned from a three week’s vacation, 
and Jessie VanTrump, Assistant Chief 
Operator, is on her vacation at this 
writing. . . Mary Ann Robinson and 
Jessie VanTrump attended a Chief Op- 
erators’ meeting in Hastings on June 
12. . . Pat Gourley is to be the new in- 
structress in the Traffic Dept. . . Bert 
Kline is on his vacation. . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Kubat attended the Jay- 
husker Golf Tournament at Marysville, 
Kansas. June 8. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Salisbury at- 
tended a dance recital of the Ahlin 
School of Dancing at Hastings on June 
10. Their daughter, Dolly, had a solo 
part. . . Mrs. Catherine Cassell spent 
June 13 shopping in Hastings. . . Mrs. 
Laurietta Fuehrer spent her vacation at 
home. .. Mr. & Mrs. Fred Adkins were 
joyriding in the southern part of Ne- 
braska and northern Kansas on June 15. 


York 
Helen Garner & Norma Schneider, 
Correspondents. 

This weather has us all guessing. The 
Traffic Dept. just can’t decide from one 
day to the next what to wear for com- 
fort. We see everything from sundresses 
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to sweaters. Please excuse the mothball 
odor, we didn’t expect such weather in 
June. . . Speaking of weather, the Traf- 
fic Department’s bride-to-be, Joan Beav- 
er, has a disturbed look in her eyes. We 
surmise she is worrying about the muddy 
roads between York and Waco, that’s 
where the groom lives. That would be a 
new one if the bride were left waiting 
at the church because of muddy roads... 
And still speaking of weather, Helen 
Garner seems to be under the weather. 
Since her operation on her feet she has 
difficulty running down to the corner 
drug store and back in fifteen minutes. .. 
Our ace instructor, Arideen Rhoades, is 
a pretty busy girl these days. Besides 
sewing on a new wardrobe that will daz- 
zle a certain person in North Platte, she 
has a new class including Mae Zarr and 
Evelyn Tappe. She has already sent on 
their way to brilliant careers Mildred 
Heiden and Gertrude Richard. These 
girls are really on the eager side. They 
arrive at work a full hour early. . . Doro- 
thy Wright has transferred to the York 
exchange from Osceola. We’re all happy 
to welcome her. . . The vacations have al- 
ready begun. The girls who have enjoyed 
them are Jean Harter, Mrs. Pflughaupt 
and now Joan Beaver and Alice McCart- 
ney. The first two caught up on their 
sleeping and eating while the latter two 
are going to enjoy California scenery... 
In the not too distant future, a certain 
household will be combining two L. T. & 
T. pay checks. Elinor Buller and Jim 
Hatfield decided to tie the knot. Good 
luck and best wishes. 
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KOSTA BEES SWARMED INTO 

Sag GEORGE’ ce 0 IN : 
RTT ATTEMPTING 10 SHOO THE 
Se Plata & OUT GEORGE AROUSED 

ne Se THEIR IRE., WHERE UPON 
sey” — SEVERAL OF THEM LET 

FSS — HIM HAVE IT WITH TELLING 
EFFECT. 


CONSTRUCTION 
DEPHRIMIENT 


THE BOYS OF “SWEDE FOSTERS CREW HAVE BEEN LIMBERING UP 
THEIR PITCHIN' FIRMS DURING THE AFTER SUPPER HOURS WHILE AT 
TECUMSEH ANO LYNN WAS DEMONSTRATING A NEW), INVOLVED WINDUP, 
AS HE CHME FORWARD ON HIS LEFT FOOTO DELIVER THE BALL 
HE STEPPED ON SOME ROTTEN BOARDS WHICH COVERED AN 
OLD O|L DRAINAGE PIT. .1HE GORRDS BROKE AND LYNN 
WENT RIGHT ON THROUGH .. CREATING A BLACK, GOOEY 
FOUNTAIN WHICH SPLATIERED HIM FROM HEAD To FooT / 


% 
% 


¥e } 


| | 
ay 


Ft oS OF 


Se cs we | 
La 


iu see s £.. agit 
= * =. ee 


. MO Minn ws KOE 


Png 
nie enn 


ai 
"Sey 
og 
is 
* 
are 
ay 
bz 
7 £ 
ta 
oun 


ONE MORNING, AFIERTHE 
RAINS, F.E.BEHM 
GLANCED UP AT THE ROOF 
OF HIS HOUSE AND 
THOUGHT HE WAS 
SEEING THINGS. OUT 
OF THE EAVES TROUGH - 
WAS GROWING A ROW <ALANS 
OF STATELY YOUNG, NV 
MAPLE TREES. THEY RE 77° 
STILLTHERE BECAUSE ~ 
HIS LADDER ($ 100 SHORT 
TO REACH THEM AND HE- 
IS GETTING WORRIED, 
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‘a 
BETTY HENSON THREW Al PARTY AT 
HER HOME FOR THE GIRLS OF THE 
LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE - AND AT 
CAKE SERVING TIME THE ENTIRE 
'\ NEWLY PLASTERED CEILING BROKE 
} LOOSE AND FELL ON THE ASSEMBLED 
GUESTS AND THEIR EATS . 


A.B.WATERS WAS ENJOYING # 


FREE MEAL AT THE CORNHUSKER, 
~ COMING TO THE DESSERT HE 
SCOOPED THE MERINGUE FROM 
HIS PIE AND PREPARED To POLISH 
IT OFF ATA GULP = BUT HALF W/AY 
10 HI5 MOUTH THE MERINGUE FELL, 
LANDING IN A B|G BLOB ON 
ASA'S COAT SLEEVE . 


CHAUNCEY EGGERSS BOUGHT A SUPPLY 
OF Hl GRADE GOLF BALLS FOR THEY 
“QURNHMENT SEASON. HIS YOUNG 
SON DISCOVERED THEM AND GAYE 
THEM 10 THE DOG TO PLAY WITH... 
WHEN CHAUNCE GOT HOME EVERY 
BALL WAS CHEWED AND TATTERED 
AND CHAUNCE HAD H DOG FOR 


THEY. DONT PUT THE 
_ MATERIALS. INTo 
U__ CHAIRS Now) A DAYS 


YOURE IN THE HOSPITAL, 
MR. TUCKER, AND 
HERE 1S Your 


SHE NEVER DID LOCATE THE ONE 


WIFE AND NEW- 
Tan WAS ACTUALLY CONNECTED , W-BORN CHILD 


HIM WITHIN THE PAST FEW 
_WEEKS / 


, A Pod, UM) fea GRe> — THe Moser Bep Stortace 
WHILE DOWN INTHE BASENIENT STOREROOM cy (% 5 | I} f ) BROUGHT H UNIQUE EXPERIENCE 
AT YORK, ARTIS BOWEN WANTED To CALL @ ~\ : 40 BOB TICKER. OF YORK, wHo 
THE CHIEF ON SECOND FLOOR, $0 SHE || PICKING UP A FEW POUNDS, HAS \\. ( S WOKE UP 10 FIND ice 
TRIED 10 GET THE OPERATOR To ANSWER || HAO A DIFFICULT TIME EXPLAINING | |\” we OF 
ONE OF THE DOZEN STOCK TELEPHONES || How ITHAPPENS ‘at tHree- I WA) el EA |S > N/fiI INTHE MATERNITY WARO- AND 
WHICH WERE LINED UP ALONG THE WALL. CHAIRS HAVE COLLAPSED UNDER | ay | IN HE NEXT BED LAY HIS 
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A long Jine of hungry picnickers reaches. 
the “roasting ears’ department. 


A HUGE crowd of over six hundred hot and hungry 
+4 merry-makers gathered at Capitol Beach in the after- 
noon and evening of August 23 for the annual Employees’ 
Family Picnic. Although the day was warm, the absence 
of a threat of rain contributed greatly to the size of the 
assembly, especially in the evening, and every corner of 
the territory was represented by its delegation. The at- 
tendance was the largest in the thirty-four years since 
the first Company picnic, which explains why General 
Chairman Seaton and his serving committee were eaten 
right out of house and home. 


More than passing credit is due members of the various 
committees, whose forethought and timing enabled the 
events and contests of the day to move along without a 
hitch. There was never a dull nor vacant moment from 
two in the afternoon when the umpire called “Play ball!” 


until the last tired youngster was pulled off the Ferris 
wheel late that night. 


The Seward girls team was invited to share 
light with the Telephone girls team in the + 
softball game which opened the festivities. 
Brady had no greater hope than that our team nMehe % 
able to hold down the score, for a previous eee be 
the fast moving Seward clan hadn’t turned out pia 
for our girls. His elation matched that of the ce ha 
when the Telephone aggregation, for the third ga lery 
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the Spot- 
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Coach Harold 
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year, pounded out a victory in their half of the last in- 
hing. The “big-stick’”. work of Dorothy Adkisson fea- 
tured the contest as she blasted out two home-runs and 
two two-base hits for a perfect batting average. The final 
Score was 21 to 20. Umpires Howard Smith and Elmer 
Dougherty, who would “rather be right than be presi- 
dent,” kept the game under firm control with their eagle 
eye officiating. 


A smooth-running program of games and contests kept 
the crowd entertained from mid-afternoon until supper 
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ots of bumps, 


. The “Bug” gives the folks a thrill. 
Ie | 


Elmer Dougherty and Lloyd Jenkins watch 
the kids grab for pennies. 
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time when the table-athletes went into action over plates 
of ham, baked beans, corn on the cob and sundry 
trimmings. 


During the meal a newly-formed barber shop quar- 
tette, composed of Messrs. Mills, Walroth, Gorman and 
Eggerss, rendered several numbers of a nostalgic flavor. 
The gate prize, a table model radio, was won in the draw- 
ing by “Swede” Foster and Kenneth Lawson stepped to 
the microphone to make the announcement that he had 
a roll of tickets entitling children to free rides on the 
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The gals pound away in the ~ 
nail driving contest. : 
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various Beach concessions. His unfinished announcement 

ended with a dull thud as Mr. Lawson went down in the 

center of a charging swarm of juvenile enthusiasts. 

The committees which operated so efficiently under 
the direction of Maestro Seaton were made up of the 
following personnel: 

GENERAL: L. G. Saunders, Alex Geist, George Walroth, 
Roy Brendle, Chauncey Eggerss, Ray Baldwin, Don 
Swanson, Russell Rauch and Jacob Albert. 

RACES AND CONTESTS: Lloyd Jenkins, George Mann 
and Roy Mills. 

SOFT BALL: Harold Brady, Howard Smith and Elmer 
Dougherty. 

PUBLICITY: A. B. Gorman. 

FREE RIDES: Kenneth Lawson. 

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM: Howard Smith. 

ANNOUNCER: Joe Hartley. 

SERVING: Lula Kloepper, Mary Dietrich, Elsie Powell, 
Marie Vidlock, Clara Jones, Verna Alexander, Grace 
Hauschild, Ruth Mays, Nora Johnson, Ella Knobel, 


Irene Hamilton, Corrine Owens, Lawanna Graham. 


TRANSPORTATION: Harry Smith, John Litzenberg, 


Walter Knudsen, Jess May, Clyde Whittington and 
Ernest Royce. 


GATE PRIZE: J. S. Jackson. 


Guy Seaton was master of ceremonies 


at the evening program. 
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> NF ae —_ The Olde Maestro, Joe Hartley, let ee, A 
with a bit of information. 
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The girls at the serving table get 
real work out. 


Ahl and Tom Brady really had 


themselves a time. 


sport, 
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Betty Williams rounds third onher E 
way to the promised land. 


Varying degrees of skill were displayed 
at the dart game. 


te 


The ‘'Pionairres'' give out with some barber shop harmony. Left to right, 
Roy Mills, George Walroth, Ot Gorman and Chauncey Eggerss. 
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Wok Revo 


Enjoying a bit of shade are Mr. and Mrs. Jack Billings 
: and Mr. and Mrs, Paul Wilkinson. 
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43 | os Her il al at a | = KG Stats . Me Grace Marrow racks up 
There were over 600 peo the picnic and everyone 
i was hungry as ¢ girls ce i Hanson, Hugo Staley, Herb Hanson and Hattie Staley 


Watching the ball game are, left to right, H. G. Peachman, Bobbie 
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New Area Manager 


At Seward 


EWARD will have a new area 
manager on September 15 as T. C. 
Cone moves up to that position fol- 
lowing the retirement of Chris Hab- 
erman. Mr. Cone, more affection- 


Thad Cone Chris Haberman 


ately known as “Thad,” will assume 
plant and commercial supervision of 
the area which is comprised of the 
exchanges of Milford, Beaver Cross- 
ing, Cordova, Utica, ‘Tamora and Gar- 
land, in addition to the Seward ex- 
change. Mr. Haberman’s immediate 
plans include a hunting and fishing 
trip to Wyoming following which 
he will travel to San Diego, Califor- 
nia to spend the winter with mem- 
bers of his family. 

Seward’s new area manager is a 
telephone man of long experience. 
He is best known in the Construction 
Department where he served as chief 
clerk from 1925 until his entry into 
the Army Signal Corps in 1942, and 
as construction foreman following his 
discharge from military service until 
his present appointment. Prior to 
1925 he worked for the Northwest- 
ern Bell Company as gang clerk, 
groundman and lineman at Norfolk. 
Omaha and other Nebraska points 
from 1920 until 1924 when he began 
his employment with our Company 
as a groundman. His military service 
began in September 1942 when he 
was commissioned as lieutenant in the 
Company cadre. After training in 
officer’s school at Fort Monmouth 
he was assigned as base signal officer 
at Geiger Field near Spokane, Wash- 
ington following which he joined 
the headquarters staff of the Second 
Air’ Force at Colorado Springs servy- 
ing there with the successive ranks of 
captain and major. He received his 
discharge from service in May, 1946 


returning to the Company as con- 
struction foreman. 


Before his telephone career, Thad 
attended the University of Nebraska 
where he was affiliated with Sigma 
Chi fraternity. He is a member of 
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A. F. and 
A. M., the Scottish Rite and the 
Sesostris Temple of the Shrine. 


Mr. Haberman’s retirement closes 
a long and useful career as a tele- 
phone man which extends back to the 
pioneer days of 1909 when he began 
his employment with the Saline Tele- 
phone Company. He joined-our Com- 
pany in 1912 at Friend as a trouble- 
man and was successively promoted 
during the next four years to wire 
chief and manager at that exchange. 
He is a veteran of the first World 
War, entering service in September, 
1917 at Camp Funston. He spent six 
months overseas, where he was en- 
gaged in the St. Mihiel drive and 
Meuse Argonne, and holds the purple 
heart for wounds received during his 
service there. He returned to the 
Company in 1919, resuming his posi- 
tion as manager at Friend. He has 
served most ably as Seward’s area 
manager since November, 1942. 


Pioneers Plan 


Active Program 


HE Frank H. Woods Chapter of 

the Independent Telephone Pi- 
oneer Telephone Association, with 
President George Walroth at the 
helm, embarked on its seventh year 
with a program designed to give 
future officers a mark to shoot at. 
Already written down in Chapter 
history is the fishing expedition held 
last month at Beaver Crossing and 
the displaying of a part of the Chap- 
ter’s historical instrument collection 
at the Nebraska State Fair. 


Plans for the future include five 
territorial parties, the first of which 
is to be held during the latter 
part of the month. There is 
to be a revival of the annual Ladies’ 
party which is scheduled for October 
in Lincoln and in the spring will 
come the annual reunion banquet. 
Coupled with the proposal to erect 
a cabin for Chapter outings and use 
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of members, it seems that there will 
be work and fun for every member 
during the course of the year. 


The committee chairmen, as an- 
nounced by President Walroth are 
as follows: Membership — Dorothy 
Lefler, Fellowship — Lula Kloepper, 
Social—A. B. Gorman, Women’s So- 
cial—Margaret L. Lindblad, Histori- 
cal—R. D. Andrews, Publicity—Joe 
Hartley, Ways and Means — Roy 
Galley, Resolutions—B. J. Sievers. 


Second Fioor Remodeling 
Nearing Completion 


HE remodeling of the second floor 
“of the general office building is 
nearing completion. The date of 
August 20 saw the Vice-president 
and General Manager together with 
his staff busily engaged in settling 
themselves in their new suite of 
offices which are located on the 
southeast corner of the floor. The 
General Plant offices were moved on 
September 8 to the quarters formerly 
occupied by the General Manager. 
The President’s office in room 208 
is in the last stages of decoration and 
the entire project will be finished 
with the remodeling of the offices 
which are located on the center court. 
As we indicated in a former issue, a 
full story with pictures will be pre- 
sented as soon as the work is com- 
pleted and appointments are received. 


“Pop” Williams Wins 


Game For Stromsburg 


CCORDING to an account in the 
Osceola Record, “Smick” Wil- 
liams, Stromsburg combinationman, 
is being talked of as the next mayor 
of the community following his bril- 
liant performance at a ball game in 
Lincoln in July. Playing against the 
tough opposition of Sandy’s team, 
“Smick” went in as a pinch hitter in 
the last inning and broke up the ball 
game by slamming out a_ single 
which scored the winning run. The 
Record comments that “Smick started 
playing baseball shortly after it was 
invented and proves the old adage 


that “a man is only as old as he feels’.” 


Boshart Promoted 
[ENNETH J. BOSHART was the 


recipient of a fine advancement 
in July when he was made revenue 
accounting supervisor in an appoint- 
ment announced by I. J. Devoe, gen- 
eral auditor. Mr. Boshart will assist 
in the supervision of work in the 
revenue accounting section of the 
Accounting Department and will also 
assist the traveling auditor aS occa- 
sions may require. 

Ken has demonstrated much initi- 
ative and ability in his nearly 19 
years of association with the Account- 
ing Department. He began his em- 
ployment as plant clerk in February, 
1929 and later held the positions of 
bookkeeper, distribution clerk and 
material clerk until his entry into the 
army in March, 1942. He was sta- 
tioned overseas more than three years 
seeing service in Australia, New 
Guinea, Biak and the Philippines as 
a sergeant on the headquarters staff 
of the 105th General Hospital. He 
returned to the Accounting Depart- 
ment as an advanced clerk in De- 
cember, 1945 and has held that posi- 
tion until his present appointment. 


Anti-Influenza Inoculations 
To Be Given Again This Year 
URING tthe late Fall and early 
Winter of 1946 the Company 
furnished anti-influenza inoculations 
free to the 441 employees who had 
expressed their wish to receive them. 
The answers to the questionnaires 
recently sent to those taking the in- 
oculations disclose some rather inter- 
esting facts. Only 242% of those 
taking the inoculations had serious 
cases of influenza and 77% did not 
have it at all. Of those who had a 
very mild case, 70% of them indi- 
cated that they thought the inocula- 
tion had lessened its severity. 

More than 37!14% of the families 
of employees who took the inocula 
tion had influenza. In a number of 
instances all of the members of a 
family had it except the employee, 
which indicates that the inoculation 
had real value as a preventative. The 
reaction to taking the inoculation 
was about what was expected. Only 
31 


j 
/ 


/y% had more than a very mild re- 


action, while 7514 had no reaction 
at all. 

In view of the results obtained, 
together with the fact that approxi- 
mately 90% of those participating 
last year have expressed the desire 
that they be given again this year, 
the Company is arranging to make 
them available, probably sometime 
during the month of October. 


Clara B. Eckles 


Taken By Death 
\" RS. CLARA B. ECKLES, for 


many years chief operator at 
Thayer until the time of her retire- 
ment in 1927, died suddenly on July 
21 while visiting her sister in Mercer, 
Pennsylvania. She was eighty-two 
years of age, but had enjoyed good 
health and until her final brief illness 
had lived an active life and traveled 
extensively since her retirement more 
than twenty years ago. 

Survivors are two sons, one sister 
and a daughter, Mrs. Mattie Down- 
ing of Council Bluffs, with whom 
Mrs. Eckles had recently made her 
home. Funeral services were held at 
York on July 25 and burial was at 
Gresham. 

In her twenty-four years of service 
to the Thayer community, Mrs. 
Eckles made a most unusual record 
which, perhaps, accounts for the high 
esteem in which she was held by her 
subscribers and by her fellow work- 
ers. In all those years there was 
never a single unpaid account when 
she closed her books at the end of 
the month, nor was there ever a 
complaint of the service she rendered 
to her telephone subscribers. 
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DeWitt and Plymouth 
Now Dial Operated 


UR mounting list of dial operated 
exchanges was augmented during 
July and August by conversions at 
DeWitt and Plymouth. DeWitt be- 
came the 41st and Plymouth the 42nd 


erro nee nee oe a 


Mabel Wieting 


Edna Wayman 


exchange to receive dial service, the 
cutover dates being July 15 and 
August 25 respectively. As usual the 
cutovers were completed without a 
hitch and subscribers began enjoying 
their new modern service with 
flurries of calls the first day which 
taxed the equipment almost to 
capacity. 


New exchange buildings were pro- 
vided for the dial switching equip- 
ment which our busy installation 
crews placed in readiness some time 
ago and the outside plant was ex- 
tended and improved. | 


The former chief operator at Ply- 
mouth, Mrs. Mabel Wieting, trans- 
ferred to the Beatrice operating de- 
partment last January and since then 
her duties at Plymouth had been as- 
signed to her sister-in-law, Mae Wicet- 
ing. Edna Wayman, DeWitt’s chief 
operator is continuing her residence 
in that community and is acting as 
collection agent for the Company. 
ES have outstanding records of 
faithful and efficient service in their 
respective localities. 


Who Doesn't? 


A young man, anxious to have his 
fortune told, visited a swami. As he 
sat at the table, he noticed that the 
crystal ball had two small holes 
nN: 2%. 

. “What's the idea of the holes?” he 
mquired. 

“On Wednesday nights,” explained 
the swami, “I go bowling.” 


Mary Bornemeier Named 
Tecumseh Chief Operator 


HE Tecumseh traffic department 
was placed under the supervision 
of Mary Bornemeier on August 12 
following her promotion to this posi- 
tion last month. She brings with her 
a fine background of experience in 
raffic work which extends back to 
1928 when she was first employed a 
at Murdock as relief operator. Dur- 
ing the intervening years she has 
served as an operator at Nebraska * 
City, a clerk at Louisville and later 
as chief operator at that exchange, 
receiving the appointment in Febru- 


° ne d skill in our respective en- New Associate Edit 
Li T | ii News ency an | laTe Tor 
ncoin C epho e deavors. \; RS. BETTY OBERT, cashier in 


Taken all in all, most of us agree 
that a job with our Company is a 
pretty good proposition. An un- 
biased look around at other lines of 
endeavor is usually a pretty good 
““convincer.”” 


Bowling Leagues Get Under Way 


a PEEP ONE bowlers—120 strong 


swung into action during the sec- 


the Lincoln cafeteria, last month 
became the latest addition to the staff 
of associate editors for the “News.” 
Betty's ready 
smile and friend- 
ly personality are 
reflected in her 
fine report of the 
happenings in 
the cafeteria and 


mercial, Long Lines, Inside Service, 
Toll Test, Traffic, Collectors, Ac- 
counting, Switchroom, Construction 
and Solicitors. 


ond week of September as the first 
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games of the season were rolled in 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 


The girls’ league finds 38 members 
signed up for the four teams which 
will be known by the names of Ac- 
counting, Revenue, Commercial and 
Traffic. Enthusiasm is on the increase 
among the lady-bowlers and it is 
highly probable that the pressure of 
the numbers desiring to bowl will 
force them to expand into an eight 


various leagues. The most recently 
organized group is the Hastings tele- 
phone team, which is slated to com- 
pete for the first time in the Com- 
mercial City league of that town. 
The personnel of the team includes 
Max Walker, Jim Dudgeon, Harry 
Tubbs, Floyd Crewdson, Jack Mason 


Our Front Cover 


hee aerial photograph presented 
on our aby oe oe os Seibel. Ata 

is an example of the excellent wor . we nes 
ian aie ee partment. e 

of W. W. “Bud” Eden of the Engi- | ee; ~~ We REN 


neering Department. “Bud” took up 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Betty Obert cafeteria for 


and Ralph Wait. 


In Lincoln, the complete line of 
sixteen alleys at the Bowl-Mor have 
again been reserved on Wednesday 
evenings for the men’s and girls’ 
leagues. Among the men 78 players 
have been grouped into twelve teams 
carrying the banners of Outside Serv- 
ice, Shop and Supply, General Com- 


Arnold Heceive 


AST month marked an im- 

portant anniversary for 
George B. Arnold, of the Lin- 
coln service department, as he 
passed into the ranks of the 
select few who have attained 
a forty-year service record. He 
first entered the telephone 
business back in 1905 with 
the Central Union Telephone 
Company, a Bell subsidiary at 
Toledo, Ohio and later 


or ten team league. 


Among the late improvements at 


the Bowl-Mor alleys is an electric-eye 
foul detector and a “tele-score,” a de- 
vice which projects an image of the 
score sheet upon the wall, thus doing 
away with the time-honored practice 
of kibitzing over the scorekeeper’s 
shoulder. 


5 4t) Year Pin 


. a George Arnold receives his 40 year service pin 
worked for each of the two from F. E. Behm, general plant aiteriatena: 
> . - . ent. Witnessing the presentation are, left to right, 

other competing Companies 1N_ ¢©, Liebhart, George Barney, Guy Seaton and Co E. 


that city, the American Auto- 
matic and the Toledo Home Tele- 
phone Company. 

Coming to Nebraska City in 1915, 
while on leave of absence from the 
Toledo Home Company, he decided 
to remain—and obtained employment 
with our Company as a switchboard- 
man. His record since that time is 
one of continuous service, mostly 
spent in various supervisory capaci- 
ties in Nebraska City and Beatrice. 

He received his forty-year service 
pin at an informal gathering in the 


Cummings. 


office of the general plant superin- 
tendent and it was of interest to ob- 
serve there that the supervisory line, 
in successive order, composed of Mr. 
Cummings, chief switchman, Mr. 
Liebhart, district plant manager and 
Mr. Behm, general plant superin- 
tendent, were all members of the 
forty-year group. Mr. Behm, in mak- 
ing the presentation, commended Mr. 


Arnold highly—not only for his long 


record of service but for his particu- 
lar value as a practical telephone man. 
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ary, 1934. After the conversion of 
Louisville to dial operation last May 
she was transferred to Lincoln where 
she was stationed until moving to Te- 
cumseh. Mrs. Pearl B. O’Hehir, who 
recently succeeded Miss Edna Ragon 
as chief operator will remain at Te- 
cumseh working under the super- 
vision of the general traffic office 
and district office until Miss Borne- 
meier becomes fully acquainted with 
her new responsibilities. 


Catherine Daugherty Dies 
After Lingering IIIness 
ATHERINE MARIE DAUGH- 
ERTY, of the revenue account- 
ing department, died at St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital in Lincoln on Sunday, 
August 31, after an illness of several 
weeks duration. Her service record 
with the Company, which was just 
short of thirty years, was one of the 
longest among our women employees. 

Miss Daugherty began her tele- 
phone work as a messenger in the 
Lincoln traffic department on Sep- 
tember 18, 1917, and became an op- 
erator in April of the following 
year. She continued in this position 
until September 1, 1921, when she 
transferred to the accounting de- 
partment as a typist. She was classi- 
fied as a toll billing clerk in Septem- 
ber, 1931, and as a machine operator 
in February, 1944. 

She was born at South, Bend, Ne- 
braska, but had lived in Lincoln 
most of her life and was a member 
of Sacred Heart parish. She is sur- 
vived by four sisters and two 
brothers. 


Job Appraisals 

EVERAL important considerations 

enter into the proper appraisal of 
our jobs. Among those naturally 
coming to mind at first thought are 
the adequacy of remuneration for our 
work, the security of our jobs, the 
importance of our efforts to those to 
whom we supply service, benefits in 
case of sickness or necessity, general 
working conditions and _ provisions 
which are made for our retirement in 
future years. Of course there are 
many more, but these perhaps are 
those usually considered as of pri- 
mary importance. 


A mental review of our work leads 
to the conclusion that we are well 
situated with respect to all of these. 
Our pay is as good or better than that 
in most any other business. The tele- 
phone business is a respected and well 
established industry providing as- 
surance of steady employment. Lib- 
eral provisions have been made for 
us in case of necessity or retirement 
in later years, and working conditions 
generally are pleasant and good. 


Another advantage which some- 
times is overlooked in such an ap- 
praisal is the provision which has 
been made for regular wage increases 
as we advance in skill and knowledge. 
It is interesting to note that during 
the year ending July 31 there were 
1,049 wage progression increases, the 
annual value of which amounted to 
$83,618.44. This is a continuing 
Process, of course, with additional 
increases being made as the years 
roll by until we reach what is con- 
sidered to be the peak of our effici- 


photography a number of years ago, 
more or less as a hobby. His ability 
along this line, however, soon at- 
tracted attention and although pho- 
tography is definitely a side line in 
his daily schedule, the demands upon 
his time have reached considerable 
proportions. His fine assortment of 
photographic equipment includes the 
aerial camera with which he has tak- 
en many views in and around Lin- 
coln. 

Nebraska’s State Capitol appears 
in the foreground with the head of 
the Sower atop the tower pointing 
directly at the east side of the general 
office building at 14th and M Streets. 
A number of other familiar buildings 
and locations are in evidence includr 
ing a portion of the University of 
Nebraska campus and memorial 
stadium. 


David City Operators 
Praised For Quick Work 


| epomerecne work on the part of 

the David City operators was an 
important factor in saving the life of 
an eight year old boy recently. The 
lad had accidently stepped into deep 
water at the swimming pool and was 
discovered on the bottom by another 
swimmer. By a prearranged code, in- 
augurated about a year ago by City 
Councilman Richard Zeilinger, help 
was immediately summoned by mere- 
ly going to the telephone and saying 
“Emergency at the Pool.” Mr. Zeil- 
inger highly praised the telephone 
operators for their efficiency in get- 
ting aid to the scene, as a minute or 
two delay would have proved fatal. 
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more than a year 
and her husband, Glenn, also is em- 
ployed with the company. 

Mary Ormand, who has done an 
outstanding job of reporting the traf- 
fic department news, will continue in 
her capacity of associate editor for 
the Lincoln traffic department, which 
after all is a full assignment in itself 
because of the large number of per- 
sonnel. Her writing heretofore has 
included the cafeteria and general 
traffic offices. 


Recipe of the Month 
h RS. Alethea 

Schulling, 
chief operator at 
Raymond, shares 
her favorite re- 
cipe with us this 
month, and we 
know it will be 
a favorite of 
everyone who 
tries it. It’s for 
White Cake, an 
here it is: 


Alethea Schulling 


White Cake 

Measure 21/ cups sifted cake flour. 
pinch salt, 114 cups sugar, 1/4 (scant) cup 
Spry. Mix together like pie crust. Then 
add 1 cup real cold water and beat five 
minutes. Beat 4 egg whites until stiff but 
not dry, add three teaspoons of baking 
powder and finish beating. Fold in mix- 
ture, add 1 teaspoon vanilla and bake in 
layers. 

“T like lemon or pineapple filling 
between layers, and white frosting on 
top, says Mrs. Schulling, and this 
sounds plenty good to us too. How- 
ever, many other combinations, to 
suit your taste, could be used for 
variety, 


Hank Peachman Regains 
the Glow of Youth 
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PROBABLY this story would have 


never seen the light of day if 
Henry Peachman hadn't told it him- 
self—in strictest confidence—to a 
tried and trusted friend and it would 
have been more the pity because it 
has a moral to it. Publishing a story 
with a moral has long been the am- 
bition of this magazine. The facts, 
as reported to our staff are as follows: 
Henry, on his day off, set. sail 
bright and early to see the fair. He 
took with him (1) his wife and (2) 
a ten dollar bill and he beamed at 
the anticipation of showing the little 


woman a time she would long re- 
member. 


A short distance inside the gate 
his attention was attracted by a mot- 
ley group gathered at a wayside 
booth and by the cry of the spieler 
which rose above the din of the near- 
by traffic—*Step right up, ladies and 
gentlemen — come over, brother, 
here’s something you can't afford to 
pass up, so Henry went over and 
stood at the edge of the crowd. 

In this little bottle is a formula 
compounded from the lost secret of 


the Indians,” shouted the man in the 


h ( bb r ti. 
booth. “It is positively guaranteed 


to cure spavin. ; iti | | 
Spavin, arthritis, chilblains. 
allen arches and falling hair.” 

| Gosh, said Henry, “I got all 
re things, maybe this stuff would 
Oo: 4 : , 

oe some good.’ Mrs. Peachman 
took him by the arm and tried to pro- 
pel him toward the sidewalk. “Let's 
get out of here,” she pleaded. 

But the voice of the man rose 
again, “I got this secret from an old 
Indian 109 years old. He had alf his 
teeth and could still jump a six foot 


fence. Have you got indigestion, 
corns or rheumatism? This magic 
compound is a sure-fire cure. Youll 
feel like a new man in just one 
week.” 

“You know, my corns are killing 
me, said Mr. Peachman, “I wonder 
how much—” “—Not ten dollars,” 
called the salesman, “Nor even five 
dollars, but as a special introductory 
offer I'll sell the first ten bottles for 
the paltry sum .f one dollar each.” 

Henry’s long arm passed over the 
heads of the intervening crowd as 
he tendered the ten dollar bill. The 
medicine-man’s eyes lighted up; 
“How many bottles for you, Sir? 
Ten? That’s fine, just enough to 
keep you in shape until I come back 
next year... and by the way, have 
you ever seen an Indian in a hos- 
pital?” 

That last question was the clinch- 
er. Henry had been trying to inter- 
rupt to say that he only wanted one 
bottle but he let it go as he pon- 
dered the health of the Indian, and 
while the man was filling his out- 
stretched arms with his purchase. 


JoOuURNEY’sS END 


MRS. HILAND H. WHEELER, SR., 
mother of H. H. Wheeler, Jr., chief 
engineer, passed away at her home in 
Lincoln on July 10. Funeral services 


were held July 12, with burial in Lin- 
coln. 


GARY WAYNE PERRIN, eight year old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Willard Perrin, 
was drowned July 16 in Lincoln. Fu- 
neral services were held July 19 at Um- 
bergers. Mr. Perrin is a member of 
the Lincoln Service Department. 


MRS. ADRIAN NEWENS, SR., mother 
of Adrian Newens, Jr., area manager at 
Plattsmouth, died in Washington, D. C., 
on July 19. Funeral services were held 
in Washington July 21. 


MR. JOHN 8. LITTLE, father of Everett 
T. Little, combinationman at Auburn, 
passed away at Ashland July 22. Funeral 
services were held at Ashland on 
July 24. 


MR. ROY CARTER, husband of Freda 
Carter, chief operator at Bruning, was 
accidentally killed when a grain ele- 
vator collapsed at Martland on August 
2. Funeral services were held August 5 
at the Bruning Methodist Church. 


MRS. MATTIE KEITH, mother of 
George Keith of the Lincoln Service 
Department passed away at her home in 
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Des Moines, Iowa, August 11. Funeral 
services were held in Des Moines on 
August 13. 


LORAN WALKER, father of Gladys 
Walker of the Traffic Department at 
Milford, passed away Friday, August 
22nd. Funeral services were held August 


25 at the Milford Methodist Church. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
John Findley are 


GS 


the proud parents 


XX 


of a baby © girl, 


08, 


Susan Katrine, born 
July 27 and weigh- 
ing 8 pounds, 6 
ounces. Mr. Find- 
ley is a member 


of the Construc- 
tion Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Neujahr of Wa- 
hoo announce the birth of a six pound 
girl, Joyce Ann, born Juy 28 at the Wa- 
hoo Community Hospital. Mr. Neujahr is 
a member of the Wahoo Plant Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Waak are the 
proud parents of a baby boy, born August 
16 at the Lincoln General Hospital. Floyd 
is a member of the Construction Office 
Force, and Mrs. Waak is a former stenog- 
rapher in the General Plant Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marten Springer of Polk 
announce the birth of a baby girl, Marilyn 
Marie, born July 31. Mrs. Springer is a 
member of the Polk Traffic Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Rasmussen of York 
are the parents of a baby boy, Michael 
Dee, who made his appearance on August 
13. Mrs. Rasmussen is a member of the 
York Traffic Department. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 
of facilities and telephones. 


April 1, 1947 
June, 1, 1947 
July 1, 1947 
August 1, 1947 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 
Central District 


MOEA, os ccctiecnendcetoaioedoncde ; . 39] 2 


Total Stations in 
Service 8-31-47 
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Service Birthdays 
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A. O. Andrews R. J. Donaldson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years - 30 Years 


E. T. Dougherty Bessie Nippert 


Lincoln Ohiowa 


20 Years 20 Years 


Forty-Four Years 
B. R. Overcash, Lincoln. 
Forty-Three Years 
C. H. Liebhart, Lincoln. 
Forty-Two Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoin. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
C. J. Olson, Osceola. 
Thirty-Eight Years 


Vern Campbell, David City; J. A. 


Dobbs, Lincoln; Effie Smith, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Laura Douty, Seward; C. G. Hedstrom, 
F. L. Tefft, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, 
Lincoln; Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Two Years 
G. S. Cruickshank, Wahoo. 
Thirty-One Years 


W. L. Eckles, Nelson; J. A. Mason, 
Hastings: W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 


A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letel- 
lier, Nebraska City. 


J. L. Lyne H. C. Smith 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


L. W. Neff G. E. Walroth 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


R. J. Weis Beryl Leslie 
Geneva Fairbury 
20 Years 10 Years 


Twenty-Nine Years 
E. L. Martin, D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


Frank Kubat, Harold Whitney, Su- 
perior; Hattie Marquardt, York; Stella 
Stanley, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Caroline Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 
H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 


Eva Davis, Weeping Water; Rose 
Fankhauser, Humboldt; L. H. Pierce, Lin- 
coln. 
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W. A. Letellier 
Nebraska City 
30 Years 


G. E. Damon 
Auburn 
20 Years 


Elsa Hornbeck 


J. J. Eisenbarth 
Louisville Lincoln 


20 Years 20 Years 


Twenty-Four Years 
R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg; W. C. Maxfield, 
H. M. Studier, Lincoln; W. M. Mouden, 


Osceola. 
Twenty-Three Years 
N. Mae Hunt, Lincoln; Lydia Kriegs- 


hauser, Seward. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
R. D. Andrews, G. O. Seaton, B. J. 
Sievers, Lincoln: Vivian Kinney, Auburn; 
Ruth Koukal, Plattsmouth: M. C. Walker, 
Hastings; Vey Warren, Beatrice. 
Twenty Years 
G. E. Damon, Auburn: E. T. Dougher- 
ty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G. E. 
Walroth, Lincoln: Elsa Hornbeck, Louis- 
ville; Bessie Nippert, Ohiowa; R J. Weis, 
Geneva. 
Nineteen Years 
Mayme Carroll. Shelby; R. J. Connors, 
Nebraska City; C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings: 
W.R. Knee, Lincoln: Alex Pauley, York. 
Eighteen Years 
V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Mar- 
jorie Whiting, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fair: 
bury; Dora Plessel, Milford. 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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Golfers and fishermen, usually opposing champions of their favorite 

diversions, reconciled their differences long enough one day in July 
to enjoy a unique outing together. 

The charming ladies are Mrs. John Mc- 


The charming ladies are Mrs. John Meo | The golf tournament held at the York Country Club was the annual 
nee a ae By t3 tbe “gle eeeAN Sf | handicap meet of the Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf Association. 

ta Oe 5 EE ae Under the guiding hand of Secretary Ken Lawson, the affair went off 

smoothly with the fine turn-out pitting their skill against a brisk south 
wind and the trials of the York nine hole layout. Most of the group 
joined in a delicious steak supper to top off the day's activity. Prizes 
were awarded for various events with Frank Kubat of Superior walking 


off with the low handicap score of 63. Roy Mills was medalist with 
a 77. 


The facial expressions no doubt resulted 
from eating too many of Spahnle's fried 
potatoes. The boys ate in shifts, some 
of them watching the lines to be sure 
none of the big ones got away. 


Some of the golfers remained after the 
meet to enjoy a delicious steak supper. 


An early morning shot of 
some of the die-hards. Left 
to right, Merle Hale, Ken 
Lawson, Howard Spahnle 
and Sam Jackson. 


The golfers turned fishermen after their 18 hole battle and joined 
with other anglers already present at the rendezvous at Beaver Cross- 
ing. The overnight stag fishing party was the opening event in the 
year's program of social affairs for the Telephone Pioneers Association. 
In spite of a dearth of fish, the outing was generally acclaimed to be 

highly successful. The ravenous appetites at the sunrise breakfast 
other one down the middle. Fritz Noble spent most of the after- 


ee were a spectacle to behold and everyone agreed that E A. McKenna 
1 | ing each shot with an agonized, “Oh, makes the strongest, if not the best, coffee this side of Timbuktu. 


No-o-!"" 
Howard Spahnle wielded a mean frying pan in his role as head chef. 


The Chef Supreme, Howard Spahnle, cooks 
the best, and most, scrambled eggs of any- 
one we know. His little helper is Bill Morris 


Charles Olson of Osceola socks an- 


The strategy looked promising but the results 
weren't so good as Ken Boshart tried his luck in 
mid-stream. 
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The Pioneers are deeply grateful to Ed Imig and Burr Hughes of 
the Hughes Brothers organization in Seward for making their cabin 
available for the party as well as their many other courtesies, not over- 
looking the wonderful fried chicken supper which went far toward 
making the outing a success. 
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Roy Mills, the medalist, follows 


| . ie: | Merle Hale, left, snagged the biqgest, if not the most delectable. 7 
+ through with his power-house swing. 


The only water on the course was a twenty foot ae a \ catch. Standing at a respectful distance in front of the snapper is 
creek but George Walroth found it the hard way pe ¢ Sam Jackson as Waldo McDowell, Roy Mills and Ivan Haith 
Fortunately he used a floater a ME = Baha pare te leak aw. 


Bob Schouborg refreshes himself with an 
early morning scrub in the artesian well 
which, incidentally, runs the year round 
Ivan Haith is getting up courage to 

tackle the cold wa 


Missing another putt is Ken Lawson, the 

Association secretary. Helping him count 

strokes are, left to right, Sam Jackson, 

Lloyd Cleveland, Fritz Noble, George Wal- 
( roth and Ot Gorman. 


The prize winners at the golf meet. Left to 
right, Charles Olson, John McKinzie (just 
an 80 shooter), E. A. McKenna, Jack White 
and Roy Mills 


Bill Quinn claims it was the best night's 


sleep he ever put in, and some of the rest 
of us wish we could say the same 


Service Birthdays 


(Continued from Page 11) 


Seventeen Years 
Grace Brooks, Auburn: Margaret Lind- 
blad, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend: Helen Hillyer, 
Geneva. 


Fourteen Years 
Wilma Grupe, Lincoln; Dan Smith, 
Wymore; Clara Van Matre, Ashland. 
Twelve Years 
A. L. Ager, Seward: Alvina Miller, 
Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; Margaret 
Holka, Wahoo. 
Ten Years 
Beryl Leslie, Fairbury. 


Nine Years 


Margaret Jensen, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Ruth Swanson, York. 


Seven Years 
Olga Livers, Lincoln. 


Six Years 
Clara Anderson, Polk: Mar 
son, ; y Beaty, 
Wahoo; Lucille Buss z 


| ss, Beatrice: Delores 

Glover, Lincoln; Jean Harter, York; J. R. 

Shipp, Seward: Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 
Five Years 


Helen Aderman, Phyllis Most, Geneva: 
Knud Arngren, Ferne Burns, W. E. Hayes. 
M. E. Royce, Jean Schulz, R. A. Stall, 
D. W. Utterson, Lincoln: W. R. Behiene. 


Anna Sramek, Wahoo: G. E. E 

: ; G. E. Eggleston, 
Auburn; L. G. Hansen, Eleanor Hatfield, 
York: Leta Holscher, Douglas; Ethelyn 


Jones, Dorchester: Jeanne Lytton, Fair- 
bury; Maxine Meyer, Nebraska City. 


New Library Books 
| Faas new fiction books have been 


| added to our employees’ library 
since our last report. They are “Give 
Us Our Dreams,” by Arthemise 
Goertz; “Gentlemen’s Agreement,” 
by Laura Z. Hobson: “Prince of 
Foxes,” by Samuel Shellabarger: and 
“The Bright Promise,” by Richard 


Sherman. 


The library now has a new loca- 
tion in Room 203 of the Genera] 
Office Building. Books, both fiction 
and non-fiction, of interest to any- 
one should be found in its collection, 
and all employees are invited to come 
in and check out any book they 
wish, 


Promotions, Transfers 


Artis Bowen 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
York 


Accounting 
Kenneth J. Boshart, advanced clerk to 
revenue accounting supervisor, Lincoln. 
Commercial 
Virginia H. Anderson, clerk to advanced 
clerk, Lincoln. 


Ima J. Wear, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 
Plant 


; Ses 
Humphrey D. Ash, combinationman, 


Plattsmouth, to combinationman, Weep- 
ing Water. 

George Burt, cable splicer’s helper to cable 
splicer, construction. 

Vyrl Clark, combinationman, Humboldt, 
to combinationman, Pawnee City. 

C. M. Fuller, combinationman to switch- 
boardman, Hastings. 

Louis Hanus, groundman to combination- 
man, David City. 

Bernard Hayes, groundman to lineman. 
construction. | 

Cecil Hutchison, cable splicer’s helper to 
cable splicer, construction. 

Chris Lyberis, messenger, accounting to 
male clerk, service. 

Albert Miller, cable splicer’s helper to 
cable splicer, construction. 

Merle Schneider, warehouseman to shop- 
man, supply. 

Traffic 

LaVerne Beasterfeld, A@L operator to 
AL instructor, Tecumseh. 

Artis Bowen, A@L supervisor to assistant 
chief operator, York. 

Norma J. Buchanan, A operator to A@L 
operator, Tecumseh. 

Miriam Carter, L operator, Lincoln, to 
A&L operator, Tecumseh. 

Ardel G. Freudenberg, A operator to 
AGL operator, Nebraska City. 

Bella J. Gates, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Ruby V. Hart, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Olive Hess, A@L operator to instructor, 
Hastings, 

M. Elaine Hand, A operator to A@L 
Operator, Wymore. 
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Kenneth Boshart 
Revenue Acctg. Sup. 
Lincoln 


Title Changes 


Olive Hess 
Instructor 
Hastings 


Leta Klein Ima Jeanne Wear 
Chief Opr. Cash. Service Rep. 
Burr Lincoln 


Mary Jenkins, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Nebraska City. 

June E. Johnson, advance clerk, general 
traffic, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Leta L. Klein, appointed chief operator: 
cashier, Burr. 

Marjorie Knoll, A operator to AGL oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Hazel Kuhns, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Monica Lempka, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Auburn. 

Kathryn L. Miller, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Meta Rice, A operator to AGL operator, 
Hastings. 

Eva Ross, A operator to A&L operator, 
Hastings. 

Frances E. Schneider, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Marianne Sole, A@L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Nelson. 

Shirley Stoll, NA&@L operator to A€&L 
operator, Wymore. 

Helen Thorup, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Marjory Vrana, A&L operator, Superior, 
to A&@L operator, Hastings. 

Mable Wieting, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 
Dorothy Mae Wulf, A operator to A&I, 

Operator, Superior. 
Ruth Zimmerman, A operator to A€?L, 


operator, Beatrice. 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Ed!tor 
Eastern District Office 


Vacationing in July was Art Keckler 
—He spent most of his vacation in Ohio 
visiting his sisters and brother. Although 
they had plenty of rain and cool weather 
while there, he had a wonderful time 
and plenty to eat.... Mr. McKinzie is 
spending a week of his vacation in the 
mountains at Evergreen, Colorado, tak- 
ing it easy; and of course, practicing up 
on his golf. 

Ashland 
Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent 

We welcome Marian Groenjes, a new 
operator to the Traffic Department... . 
Lois Young has been confined to her 
home with an infected tooth—We wish 
her a speedy recovery and hope that 
she will be back with us soon. ... Mrs. 
Armstrong returned from her vacation, 


- which was spent in Seattle, Washington. 


She is very enthusiastic about flying, 
and thinks that is the only way to 
travel. ... One week Shirley Young 
makes her appearance as a new oper- 
ator and the next week she is flashing 
a sparkler. . . . Congratulations! 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Exeryone seemed to enjoy the 4th 
(except those who worked )—Bonnie Gill 
attended the horse races at Omaha—Mr. 
and Mrs. Okrina spent the week-end in 
Lincoln visiting friends. . . . Several of 
the girls attended the fireworks and 
celebration at Seward—Margaret Cor- 
nell spent the day with home folks... . 
Miss Swan, our Chief Operator, is really 
getting around on her vacation. She went 
to Oklahoma City to visit friends and 
relatives. This wek she intends to go 
to Lincoln for a few days visit with Jean 

Vybiral, a former operator here. 
Margaret Rech and Leola Heins took in 
the horse races at Columbus the other 
day but the winnings must have been 
few as we never heard much about it. 
_ Bonnie Gill and Margaret Cornell 

spent a day shopping in Lincoln. 
Camilla Selzer is enjoying a visit with 
her sister and daughter from California. 
Betty Northway spent a recent 
week-end in Topeka, Kansas. ... Ella 
Adkins is enjoying her vacation. Her 


mother from Wahoo is visiting her at 
present and later she plans to spend 
some time in Omaha.... Mr. Campbell 
is idling away his vacation around Yel- 
lowstone. . Word comes from Andy 
Holt that he is visiting his son in Cali- 
fornia. ... Cupid has aimed well again! 
He seems to be haunting our office here 
in David City. The former Irene Hum- 
licek is now Mrs. Marvin Stier and Na- 
dine Aden will be Mrs. Chester Smith 
after next week. At whom will Cupid 
next aim? . Vacationists have been 
Mrs. Adkins, Leola Heines, Bonnie Gill 
and Lena Conrad. We are glad to see 
them all back in thier places. . . . Miss 
Stewart, our Assistant Chief Operator, 
spent the week-end with her folks in 
Friend. . . . Shoppers on a spree in Lin- 
coln, were Miss Swan, Miss Stewart and 
Miss Dee. While there, they visited with 
Jean Vybiral, a former operator from 
David City... . Margaret Cornell spent 
the week-end with Bonnie Gill at her 
home in Surprise... . Mrs. Adkins spent 
the week-end in Omaha... . Ben Docekal 
and O. B. Dill of the Plant Department, 
are enjoying their vacations. .. Mr. Mc- 
Kinzie was a recent visitor in this area. 


Milford 


Velda Williams spent her vacation 
visiting in California for three weeks. 

.. Zella Sowers spent a week-end re- 
vently visiting at Ord, Nebraska. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Hello! Back from our vacation. Many 
things have happened during that time. 
About fifteen of the girls had a sur- 
prise Birthday party on “yours truly”’ 
and ‘Dottie’ Waters. Everyone present 
had a wonderful time. Thanks for the 
lovely gifts girls. (From “Dottie” and 
me). “Dottie” Waters has a new apart- 
ment and some new furniture to go with 
it. Really nice!! Miss Bader, our 
Chief Operator, looks real rested up after 
her two weeks vacation. We hear, she 
had lots of out-of-town company to help 
her celebrate. ... Betty Johnson and her 
parents spent their vacation on a trip 
north and west. Betty has a beautiful 
tan. (How does she do it?) ... We have 
some new-comers, Barbara Holmberg 
and Arlene Volkman. Welcome to the 
“Plug Pushers” Club. ... We also have 
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some leaving us. Iona Eisenhauer, Etta 
Staack and Esther Kuipers. Sorry to see 
you girls leave us. Iona is Mrs. Pieper 
now, so we couldn’t ask her to stay, when 
she has a new husband to care for. . 

Miss Merlie Markuson has been visiting 
our office for the past two weeks. Come 
again Miss Markuson. . Ruby Hart 
and Ardele Freudenberg are now on their 
own, after taking thier toll training. Our 
newest toll operators are “‘Jackie’”’ Boldra 
and Betty Haith. Keeps Mary Barty- 
zelle (our teacher) plenty busy. Good 
luck girls Betty Griffen has been tak- 
ing her night training under the super- 
vision of Edna Komma.... Mary Tack- 
ett has just returned from her vacation, 
so now Kathryn Owens and Mr. and 
Mrs. Placek are on theirs. The Placek’s 
are spending their vacation on a trip 
south. We’re sure they will have a good 
time—if it doesn’t get too hot and roast 


them out —! ... Some of the girls are 
buying silverware. ... We’re all anxious 
to see it. Margaret Wademan at- 


tended the wedding of Imogene Kircher 
(a former telephone operator). ... John 
Rupple is on his vacation. To the moun- 
tains that’s where he said he was going!! 
. —.. Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ojers are spend- 
ing their vacation in Minnesota. Probably 
will have a new set of fish stories—So 
we're prepared.!! 
Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Mrs. Pauline Reckard returned to 
work July 21 after spending her two 
weeks vacation at Lincoin and Weeping 


Water. .. . Geraldine Case is back again 
as an A & L Operator—Glad to have her 
with us. . . . Georgia Tartsch spent the 
day July 9 in Omaha visiting and shop- 
ping. ... Thelma L. Tritsch spent the 
day July 17 in Omaha. ... Mrs. Helen 
Ofe spent a week of her vacation at 
home. . . . Miss Rose Janda returned 


to work August 5 after spending her two 
weeks vacation in Omaha and at home 
resting. .. . Mrs. Alyce Sharpnack spent 
her two weeks vacation at Lincoln visit- 
ing friends and relatives. . .. Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Humiston and daughter 
Noveta, spent their two weeks vacation 
at Boise, Idaho and Wyoming, visiting 
Bob’s mother and brothers. On their re- 
turn to Nebraska, they came via: Ore- 
gon, Utah, Colorado and Kansas. They 


report having a fine time... . Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Abrams spent their two weeks 
vacation at Southern Colorado and 
Northern New Mexico visiting with R. 
C. Shellenbarger and family. Mr. 
Abrams spent most of his time fishing 
in the Rio Grande river. . . . Mrs. 
Thelma Tritsch spent her vacation in 
New York City visiting her brother, Dr. 
R. A. Kroehler and family, and seeing 
many places of interest. On return trip, 
a visit to the nation’s Capitol proved 
very interesting. . 


Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Well, it looks like the old reporter 
better get in the groove and add a little 
gossip to the news. ... Vacations seem to 
be the main item. . . . Miss Laura E. 
Douty, Cashier, left July 12 for a two 
weeks’ vacation visiting her sister and 
other relatives at Colorado Springs. She 
will also spend several days with friends 
at Estes Park on her way home. 
Miss Bernice Mueller of the Commercial 
Department, visited friends in Wayne, 
Nebraska. .. . “Tarzan” (Al Ager) and 
family spent a week’s vacation visiting 
at Estes Park and also Rocky Mountain 


National Park. ... Ivan Haith is spend- 
ing his vacation at home and visiting 
parts of Nebraska. . . “Baldy” Balderson 


spent two weeks visiting in the western 
part of Nebraska.... “Yours truly,” 
spent two weeks’ vacation visiting friends 
at Fort Worth, Texas, and also Itasca, 
Texas. The southern hospitality was per- 


fect. . . . Miss Lydia Krieghauser is 
spending two weeks at Excelsior Springs, 
Missouri. . . . George Miers nad Chris 


Haberman spent a few days fishing at 
Genoa, Nebraska recently. The fishing 
was perfect. Chris said they got rather 
wet and it wasn’t from falling in the 
Tiver either, it was just plain good old 


Although he tried hard, Max Walker, Hastings wire chief, discovered that his “charms” 
couldn't quite match the eye-appeal of the femini 
contest held recently at Hastings. The affair was sta 
the city’s 75th anniversary. Mr. Walker appears se 
trated male aspirant. Oh, yes! The gal second fro 


‘natural sweat.” Gee, Chris, we didn’t 
know it could get that hot, or do we??? 
... Thad Cone, our future Manager, has 
spent the past three weeks getting ac- 
quainted with the Seward office. Chris 
and Thad are having quite a.time bet- 
ting how long the old 1938 Chev. coupe 
of the Manager’s is going to “chug” 
along. . . . Chris says it’s in fine shape 
and has held up as long as he’s been 
here and it will for some time to come 
—but—Thad has different ideas. He 
thinks it will “kick off’ when he starts 
his escapades around the tributaries. 
. . . Beata and Martha Merz had their 
sister and children from Norfolk as their 
visitors recently. 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


‘Alice France is spending her vacation 


in Crete, Nebr. . . . Charles Kermoade 
has returned to work after spending his 
vacation in Denver, Colo. . . . Darlene 


Johannes spent her vacation visiting in 
Kansas City, Mo. Mrs. Junetta 
Copenhaver has resigned and will be- 
gin housekeeping. 
| Utica 
Helen Griener, Correspondent 


Miss Bertha Sommer visited a Sun- 


day in Omaha recently. . . . Mrs. Fern 
Hoagland spent one week vacation rest- 
ing up at home. ... Mrs. Gardiner at- 


tended the silver wedding anniversary 
and also her brother’s birthday at his 
farm recently. It was a double celebra- 
tion. . . . Upon asking “Gert” what she 
had done for excitement, she replied, 
“It was too hot for any excitement”! I 
guess we all agree with her, don’t we? 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Vacations are in full swing at. Wahoo, 
during July and August, cards arriving 
at our office from everywhere, “Having 


m left was the winner. 
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ne competitors in the bathing beauty 
ged as part of the program celebrating 
cond from right next to another frus- 


a swell time and wish you were here,” 
and, so. do we. . From the Traffic 
Department, Hazel Hagenbuck is spend- 
ing three weeks with friends in Oregon. 

Marjorie Collins is on sick leave 
and spending several weeks in Beatrice, 
Nebraska with relatives, recuperating 


and getting a good rest. . .. Vivian 
Croshaw enjoyed her two weeks’ vaca- 
tion at home just resting. . . . From the 


Plant Department, Dewey Olsen, also 
enjoyed a good rest, “Early to bed and 
late to rise.” Chas Novak kept busy 
painting during his vacation. . . . We 
failed to mention in our last month’s 
news that our janitress, Mrs. Anna 
Sramek, also had an “at home” vacation. 

Our Manager, E. L. Dorland, is 
proudly displaying his new “Studebaker 
Champion” car which he acquired July 
19. We don’t blame you “Eddie” for be- 
ing slightly proud, as the car is a beauty 
and has everything. .. . New voices and 
new faces on the operating force are 
Joyce Hladik, Ione Hansen and Vera 
Kastenschmidt. Welcome to the gang, 
girls!!. .. As our news goes to press to- 
day, we learn that Elmer Neujahr is 
the proud “papa” of a six pound girl, 
Joyce Ann (we think) at the Community 
Hospital. Both mother and daughter are 
well at this time. Incidentally. Elmer 
started his vacation so will get well ac- 
quainted with the “home work.” ; 
Emily Hanus, Assistant Chief Operator, 
beat the August heat by vacationing at 
Lake Okoboji and points in Minnesota. 
She also spent some time with her folks 
at David City. Margaret Holka, 
night operator, spent her vacation at her 
home in Greenwood enjoying some good 
sleep, and not during the day time 


either ... We welcome Mrs. Leona 
Anderson as a new student operator. We 
hope she likes it here. . . . George 


Cruickshank enjoyed one week of his 
vacation at home entertaining friends 
from Canada. ... An interesting visitor 
to our exchange was R. P. Gould, Dis- 
trict Traffic Chief of the New York Tele- 
phone Company. We were happy to have 
Mr. Gould call on us and will look 
forward to future visits, as he has rela- 
tives in and near Wahoo. ... We were 
also glad to have Rod Andrews of Lin- 
coln slip in for a very few minutes, 
never-the-less we were glad to see him. 

Mrs. Opal Allison, Ceresco Chief 
Operator, will return September 1st from 
Chicago where she visited friends... . 
Mrs. McKinzey, Chief Operator at Cedar 
Bluffs, spent two weeks at Estes Park, 
Colorado. Mrs. McKinzey is_ taking 
credit for bringing us our good cool rain, 
which was needed badly and was very 
welcome. 

Weeping Water 


Georgia Tartsch, Corespondent 


Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Gray and sons are 
visiting in California. ... Jim Howland 
returned to work June 30 after spending 
his two weeks vacation at home. 
Eleanor Lane is spending her vacation at 


home. . .. Addalene Lorensen, chief oper- 
ator, is spending her vacation at Rock 
Island, Illinois. 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


Picture post cards from various parts 
of the country are arriving in the mail 
room daily and are being sorted by Rich- 
ard Hansen, who has replaced Chris Ly- 
beris. These cards tell of wonderful times 
being had by employees who are vaca- 
tioning. Those employees who have had 


/a vacation during July and August and 


are now back at work include Carl Ahl, 
Ann Keegan, Iva Mae Ost, Dorothy Carl- 
son, Gladys Holscher, Lydia Schenider, 
Adeline Carlson, George Mann, Norma 
Chrastil, Esther Kehling, Mary and Mar- 
tha Dietrich, G. W. Jahn, Frances Clin- 
ton, Don Swanson, H. W. Cane, Helen 
Pickard, Elsie Powell, Alvina Mi«£iller, 
Lorraine Vlcek, Dewey Nelson, Roy Gal- 
ley, Ed Brehm, Charlene Macaluso, Rose 
Carlson and Eunice Carlson. Cards were 
post marked from favorite vacation spots, 
such as Chicago, California, Kansas, 
Tennessee, Black Hills, Yellowstone 
Park, Denver, Minneapolis, Ontario, 
Cheyenne, Estes Park, and Lake Okoboji. 
A number of the above mentioned em- 
ployees “took life easy” in Lincoln. Shir- 
ley Pentico, Mary Lou Freauf, Doris 
Glock and Eunice Zehr spent 4th of July 
week end in Colorado. The latter two 
attended midget auto races in Denver.... 
Did everybody see Imogene Walker tip- 
toe in to work the other day at 9:15 
A. M.? Could it have been she over- 
slept??? Virginia Hughes is the new 
employee working in the north room. 
Deloris Christenson is temporarily em- 
ployed in the Printing Service Dept. We 
hope you girls enjoy working-with us.... 
Eunice Carlson doesn’t require a desk 
lamp these days. She’s working by the 
light of a new diamond ring. The lucky 
fellow is Francis “Bud” Smith of the 
Construction Department. . . . August 
seems to be Dorothy Carlson’s unlucky 
month. She missed a bus at Linoma 
Beach one evening and had to spend the 
night at the depot in Ashland. Lucky she 
had Blondie Holscher to keep her com- 
pany. Then, on another night, the car 
in which Dorothy was riding missed a 
turn and rolled over twice into a 10 foot 
embankment. Fortunately, Dorothy was 
only bruised and had a minor cut on 
her head. .... Arlene Yost made a rapid 
recovery from a recent operation and is 
now back at work... . Mr. Devoe ac- 
quired a new daughter-in-law on the 
17th of August. . . . Gene Schrank at- 
tended the State Legion Convention held 
in Omaha. He was also seen parading in 
the Grocers and Butchers Picnic with the 
Legion Drum Corps. . . . Who said that 
apartments or homes were hard to find? 
Bob Ross rented an apartment and also 


Asa Waters, left, 
Lincoln area com- 
mercial manager, and 
Howard Spahnle, 
right, directory com- 
pilation supervisor, 
look over the impos- 
ing stacks of new 
Lincoln directories 
with John Loflin of 
the. Von Hoffmann 
Distributing Company 
as the delivery gets 
under way. 43,000 
copies, an all time 


high, were printed. 


R 
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a home within one week . . . Here is a 
strange sweet corn story that actually 
happened to J. Backstrom recently. This 
time of the year we all know that roast- 
ing ears taste mighty good and while 
driving around town looking for some, 
Johnny spotted a big sign and a stack 
of corn. As he stopped to buy, a car 
pulled along side and some gent cried 
out with a southern drawl, “Pardon me 
suh, but that corn is full of worms and 
the old man selling it won’t give me my 
money back”. Apparently this stranger 
with the worms was attempting to kill 
all future sales and was making life mis- 
erable for the old man with the whiskers. 
There must be a moral to that tale some- 
where. . . . We enjoyed visits made by 
Mildred McGill, Elaine Banks Manion, 
Ruth Brown, Jean Koontz Francke and 
H. J. Soderholm during the past month. 


Construction Department 
By Sh'rley Hess and Virginia Kinseth 


July and August, the months of vaca- 
tions, and we’ve really had ’em! Out at 
Hastings we find Phil Eckles, E. Bur- 
chess, Ralph Hromadka, Charles Mc- 
Clure, Otto Buck and Babe Combs on 
vacation. Mr. Buck and Mr. Combs 
headed for Estes Park. Mr. Combs took 
in Wyoming and Utah before coming 
back to Nebraska. Here in Lincoln 
George Hansen, Roy Winscot, Francis 
Smith, Ray Slote, Clyde Pierce, Charley 
Riedel, John Hobson, Swede Foster, Paul 
Wilkinson, Dale Weaver, Don Smith and 
Kenneth Peters all chose July for their 
vacation. Swede Foster was in for a 
visit and told us all about his trip to 
the Black Hills. We were all sorry about 
John Hobson’s hard luck on his trip to 
California. He hasn’t been able to fig- 
ure out just what caused him to run 
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into the side of a hill, but the car was 
badly damaged and Mrs. Hobson dis- 
located her shoulder. It certainly ruined 
their vacation but we are glad it was not 
more serious, which it very easily could 
have been. ... Paul Wilkinson is spend- 
ing his pleasure by painting his house. 
. . . Our new employees include Darryl 
Holloway, Ed Jungck, Richard Martin, 
E. Hoaglin and Frank Fisher here in 
Lincoln and Robert Clark on our Has- 
tings crew. We hope they will like us. 
. . . We are happy to report that Mrs. 
Dobbs is now home from the hospital 
and is making a satisfactory recovery. 
And, by the way, it’s Grandpa Dobbs 
now—and a very proud one indeed. Joy 
Ellen made her appearance at the Ster- 
ling Dobbs home July 26th. . . . Con- 
gratulations to the John Findleys. A baby 
girl, Susan Katrine, was born July 27th, 
weighing 8 pounds 6 ounces. ... Our 
associate editor, Shirley Hess, is on her 
vacation this week in Nebraska City— 
climbing cherry trees, no doubt. ... We 
found our “Tracer of Lost Children’, Mr. 
H. M. Studier, spending part of his vaca- 
tion at the Auto Races answering the 
announcer’s “Lost Father” calls. We have 
many other vacationers including J. 
Albrandt, T. B. Chinnock, T. B. Hedges, 
F. M. Kruse, E. D. Smith, C. Stock, G. A. 
Wasson, H. H. Moss, V. M. Simpson, 
H. F. Kempf, E. J. Eichenour, R. C. Bol- 
ing, J. A. Schellenberg, W. E. Hayes, 
L. E. Lyons and E. L. Lewis. . . . Mr. 
P. A. Schmeltzer has returned from his 
vacation which he spent fishing and rest- 
ing. . . . We'd like to note here also, 
that our old friend Mr. Boyles, now resi- 
dent of California, dropped in to see us. 
while on his vacation... . “Papa’’ Waak 
has been passing the cigars and candy— 
yes indeedy, Steven LaVern Waak made 
his appearance August 16th at 12:18 


During Hastings’ 75th anniversary celebration it was a foolhardy man indeed who 
did not appear on the street with a moustache, Vandyke, long side-burns or similar 
tonsorial qrowth reminiscent of the ‘’Gay 90's." The boys at the west end city were very 
much in the spirit of the day as the picture shows. Left to right, back row: Ralph Wait, 


Jim Dudgeon, John Spady, C. F. Schleufer and Max Walker; front row: George Fleck, 
Vance Embrey, Harry Tubbs and Floyd Crewdson. 


P. M. Floyd tells us he is the future 
heavyweight champeen of these United 
States; well, we will see, and anyway 
we all extend our heartiest congratula- 
tions to Floyd and Gene Waak. We are 
informed that boxing lessons will. start 
very soon. ... Wedding bells rang August 
13th for Harry Hoffman and Neva Dor- 
man. We don’t know where they are 
spending their honeymoon but we wish 
them many years of happy married life. 
. . . New employees include Robert Lee 
West, Robert L. Thayer, Marvin L. Pil- 


ford, Darrell R. Joynt, L. Westerman 
and W. Hedstrom. We are sorry to lose 


Richard Knight and David Goldfein, 
who are returning to the University. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


With the heat of the summer here it 
seems as though the vacationers have 
been enjoying the coolness of the moun- 
tains. ... W. C. Maxfield reports he had 
a very nice trip to Yellowstone Park, 
Denver, Colorado, and the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. Milton Royce spent 
an enjoyable trip to Denver, Colorado 
and Estes Park. However, he enor 
they did a lot of traveling which was a 
rather tiresome job. Ralph Culver 
had planned a trip south but difficul- 
ties arose so he could not go; however, 
he spent a few days fishing at Duncan, 


Nebraska. ... Dale Harp took one week 
off and went to Wyoming. . .. Don Ayde- 
lott went to California to visit his mother. 
He came back by the way of Idaho to 
visit his daughter. .. . A. Lowell Johnson 
spent 2 weeks in Denver, Colorado, and 


Estes Park. He tells us his fishing luck | 


was not so good. . Russ Rauch did 
some fishing and resting at the Lakeside 
Park at Milford, Nebraska. . . . Merle 
Chamberlain went to California to at- 
tend his son’s wedding. Bob was a former 
employee in the Warehouse before his 
entry into the armed services. He was 
discharged a short while ago. ... Welton 
Grant reports that due to financial dif- 
ficulties he spent his vacation at his up- 
stairs apartment home suffering through 
the heat. We are happy to report 
that Bob Donaldson has returned to work 
after his recent illness. He worked a 
week and then went on a_ vacation 
through the deserts of Arizona and the 
mountains of California. ... There were 
a few vacationers who spent their vaca- 
tions at home which included L. A. Stacy, 
Walt J. Knudson, H. R. Dudgeon and 
Charles Hansen. ... At the present writ- 
ing we find W. Kent Eno, Ben Ferguson, 
and Dean Hobson spending vacations in 
Minnesota. At this writing Mrs. 
Florence Tatman is on a trip in Arkansas. 

The Motor Vehicle Department 
drove three men through to Cleveland, 
Ohio, to pick up three 214 ton Interna- 


tional trucks that had been at the body 
factory. These trucks were very wel- 
come as the factory had received one 


of them in January, 1946, and the other 


two in November, 1946. These trucks 
are now in service in the Construction 
Department. . .. A hearty welcome is 
extended to the new Supply Department 
employees: Velma Curtis and Mrs. Mar- 
ion Smith working in the Supply Office; 
Robert McDowell in the General Repair 
Shop and Don Nelson in the Warehouse. 
. .. Mrs. Phyllis Armintrout left the 
services of the Company on August 15, 
1947. ... Harry F. Smith reports receiv- 
ing a Cushman motor scooter for use 
in the Service Department. 


General Traffic and Cafe 
Betty Obert, Associate Editor 


Mrs. Mary Tice has assumed duties in 
our cafeteria as assistant matron. Many 
of our employees will remember her as 
Mary Hansen, as she worked here sev- 
eral years ago. We’re very glad to have 
you back, Mary. ... We are also happy 
to welcome Beatrice Fox, another new 
employee. . . . Vacations in our depart- 
ment include Mrs. Norris who visited her 
daughter and family in Youngstown, 
Ohio, Nora Kelly who rested at home, and 
Marie Reinert who visited in Kansas 
and attended her niece’s wedding at Sa- 
lina. Mrs. Watson and family journeyed 
to Chicago to attend her oldest son 
John’s graduation from Northwestern 
University. They were very lucky to get 
through the high water. . .. Betty Obert 
and her husband went to Colorado to 
visit Betty’s sister, Jean Adamson Chinn, 
the former mail messenger in the general 
office building. . . . Mrs. Stump is help- 
ing us out during vacations. ... We are 
informed that Mrs. Turner, our former 
assistant matron, has a new grandson. 
Mrs. Norris also has a new grandson... . 
Mrs. Stieber spent a recent vacation in 
Denver. . . . We’re very glad to have 
Betty Hansen with us in the Cafeteria. 
. . . Clarabell Schroll and Frances Har- 
mon recently returned from a tour to New 
York City, Atlantic City, Washington, 
D. C., and other eastern Cities... . Miss 
Metcalf and Miss Richards are taking a 
Similar tour at the present time. : 
Rod Andrews recently returned from 
his vacation while Paul Henson and 
Dick Hobson are enjoying theirs at the 
present time. ... Bonny, brown, blonde 
Marie Jackson is back from a lone star 
state vacation. Her biggest worry now is 
losing her sun tan. ... Jeanne Fram- 
stead is busy gathering together some- 
thing old, new, borrowed and blue for 
a big event in September. ... A new 
addition to the General Traffic Depart- 
ment is Gertrude King, Assistant Travel- 
ing Chief Operator. Miss King will de- 
vote most of her time to voice instruc- 
tion. .. . Dona Brusnahan spent a week- 
end in Aurora visiting friends. .. . Roy 


mm! 


Carlson is back in the groove after a 
one week vacation which was spent in 
Spencer, Nebraska... . New title of Pro- 
fessor belongs to Paul Henson who con- 
ducts an engineering class at the Uni- 
versity. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Vacations are definitely the topic of 
the day this month. H. Spahnle spent 
his vacation at home just entertaining 
and taking care of his two fine boys. 
Mrs. Spahnle no doubt enjoyed the 
change, too. . Gertrude Holmes left 
the city for two weeks and headed 
northwest to Seattle to meet the new in- 
laws. From all reports Gertrude met 
with their approval. ... Heading in the 
opposite direction from Seattle was Vir- 
ginia Anderson who went to the old home 
town of Detroit to spend a most enjoy- 
able time with the home folks. ... 
Colorado and the Black Hills proved to 
be a popular, favorite, and ideal spot this 
summer for many of our office folks. 
Touring first through them thar’ parts 
was Mrs. Cecile Anderson. She had a 
wonderful two weeks of sight seeing and 
rest. . . . August 9th having been the 
wedding day of Evelyn Pruss and Stan 
Hamilton, again found a happy couple 
heading towards the Black Hills, Yel- 
lowstone Park and Colorado. Best wishes 
Evie on becoming a Mrs. ... C. Eggerss 
settled for just good old Colorado for 
his vacation by fishing, golfing, hiking, 
and everyday resting. Chaunce had an 
occasion to visit an old telephone em- 
ployee, Dick Morgan, on his way through 
Eagle, Colorado. . And again it was 
Colorado for two weeks of a heavenly 
change for Myrtle Hiner. She claims she 
was just all over that state seeing the 
sights. We can be sure Myrtle was say- 
ing, “Colorado was never like this” when 
she returned to spend the third week of 
her vacation in a very warm Lincoln.... 
Spending a week in the Black Hills was 
Mary Ann Maser. This being Mary Ann’s 
second visit there she found it just as 
enjoyable as the first... . After his chil- 
dren picked flowers from the garden to 
sell to the neighbors in order to raise 
enough money for their daddy to take 
them on a trip, we found Bill Morris 
finally heading for the Black Hills. Now 
that’s really a way of obtaining vacation 
pocket money, but did the flowers hold 
out long enough, Bill? “Go west 
young man” is just what L. Schlentz did 
when he flew by plane to California to 
spend a week with his daughter. . 
Jean Schulz spent her vacation at the 
county fair holding down a concession 
booth for her husband. She had a sneez- 
ing good time with hay fever season at its 
peak and what a place for hay fever vic- 
tims. .. . Fishing in the cool lakes of Min- 
nesota was Mr. Carys’ ideal vacation... . 
Dick Lahr spent his vacation at home just 
resting after a most strenuous school ses- 


sion. Dick can finally file for that long 
awaited sheepskin. Congrats, Dick. ... 
“Meet me in St. Louie, Louie” and “Take 
me out to the ball game” were the theme 
songs of Verna Alexander as she hit all 
the interesting spots of St. Louis on her 
vacation. . . . Genevieve Wood bade all 
of us farewell August 15th when she re- 
signed. Gen. has gone to New Plymouth, 
Idaho, to be married in the very near 
future... . Again we come to the mere 
mentions of the new girls that have 
joined in our maddening crusade of pleas- 
ing the public. They are: Mrs. Alice 
Fender, Mrs. Martha Panter, Myrna Jen- 
sen, Audrey Althouse, Helen Johnson and 
Mrs. Jean Sawyer. Mrs. Sawyer, better 
known to some as Jean Fullbrook, has 
returned to work with us after a year’s 
absence. We wish'to lay out the big wel- 
come mat to you gals and let’s get ac- 
quainted. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations, and more vacations from 
our Service Department during July and 
August. ... Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Johnson 
enjoyed a two weeks fishing trip in 
Minnesota, fishing near Fergus Falls. Mr. 
Johnson reports very good luck, catching 
lots of fish. They also visited relatives 
at Berckenridge, Minnesota. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Zimmerman spent three weeks 
in California, visiting their daughter who 
lives in San Diego. Mr. and Mrs. 
Phil Garvey enjoyed a week’s scenic trip 
to the Black Hills. ... Jack Kuchera in- 
tended to get to California on his vaca- 
tion, but was unable to go beyond Denver 
because of the floods. ... Frank Kuchera 
spent his vacation at Pawnee City. . . 
Jim Green attended the Santa Fe Trail 
Rodeo in Topeka, Kansas....L. G. 
Saunders and family visited in Northern 
Iowa at Lost Island and Lake Okoboji.... 
A. A. Rosker divided his time between 
Los Angeles and Phoenix, Arizona. 

Roy Cleveland vacationed at Sun Valley, 
Idaho, fishing, swimming, and ice skat- 
ing. ...F. P. Darnold and family jour- 
neyed to California, Ivan Paddock to 
Edgar, Nebraska, D. C. Gilmore to St. 
Joseph, Missouri, Jacob Schneider to 
Cheyenne Wyoming. Other California 
visitors were Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Bot- 
torff and family. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
George Albury chose the Black Hills, as 
many other of our employees have done. 

Resting or working at home were 
G. W. Griffith, E. T. Dougherty, E. L. 
Martin, J. E. Smith, H. Metcalf, W. H. 
Webster, V. B. Hutchison and F. L. Tefft. 
_, . A. E. Lamberson and Bedric Wanek 
both picked Washington State for their 
vacation spot. R. N. Brendle at- 
tended the Cardinal and Brooklyn Series 
in St. Louis, and R. Winders visited his 
sons in Scottsbluff. . Les Livingston 
had a wisdom tooth removed recently, 
which put him on the sick list for a 
week ... Bob Hurley will be absent 
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from work for some time, due to a frac- 
tured heel bone, sustained from a fall 
when the step ladder he was using 
slipped. We all wish him a speedy re- 
covery. . . . We welcome several new 
employees in our Department. They are 
O. G. Hoffman, Max Jenkins, Claud 
Clary and Don Gilmore. . . . Chris Ly- 
beris has been transferred from the Ac- 
counting Department to a clerk in the 
cable department. ...C. M. Fuller was 
transferred from Hastings, and Leland 
Rauch was transferred from the Supply 
Department. . . We also have people 
leaving us. Gay Henderson has been 
transferred from the Service Depart- 
ment to the Warehouse... . Bonnie Wil- 
sey recently resigned her position in the 
switchroom to accept a position in Mil- 
ford where she lives. Miss Virginia 
Lampshire is assisting with this work 
until University starts. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 
As we write, the State Fair seems the 
popular topic of conversation, which fact 
reminds us that the summer is almost 
gone. . . . Helen Boldt loves her car- 
rots but one day when she opened her 
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HE twin sons of Kenneth L. 
* Christiansen, taken by the father 
when they were but ten minutes old. 
The watch on the nurse’s wrist 
(which reads upside down) points 
to 5:50. The babes were born at 
5:40 and 5:42. 


The new father was quite startled, 
though he had been prepared to 
take a picture when he got his first 
glimpse of the new family member. 
When he found there were two he 
got a bit excited and caused one flash 
bulb to explode for no known reason, 
but his second effort produced this 
picture, 


lunch she suffered disappointment. What 
she found was four big sandwiches! When 
her husband returned home from work 
in the evening he informed her that he 
hated carrots and certainly had missed 
his good sandwiches. ... Vacationers are 
still coming and going. Miss Melba 
Richards (our Chief Operator) is spend- 
ing her vacation touring Washington, 
D. C. and New York City. . . . Hazel 
‘Nichols spent a very enjoyable vaca- 
tion in Idaho. . . . Doris Sutton visited 
in Estes Park, Colorado. ... June John- 
son and Marie Adkisson sojourned in 
Texas. . .. Ruth Furry visited in Rhode 
Island. .. . Phyllis Geistlinger visited in 
Colorado and Wyoming. ... Viola 
Clough, Ruth Straka, Juanita Schlief, 
Genevieve McCleary and Dorothy Ann 
Adkisson have returned from their va- 
cations. .. . Minnie Allen vacationed in 
David City. ... Blanche Forst, for some 
unknown reason, seems absent-minded. 
Recently after eating in the cafeteria she 
walked out and down the hall with her 
tray in her hand. Why so absorbed, 
Blanche? . . . Mabel Volpp has recov- 
ered from an illness of several days which 
necessitated her absence from work, a 
thing which on account of her faithful- 
ness rarely occurs. .. One Sunday Myrna 
McCormick rated some attention when 
as she entered the operating room, Mabel 
Volpp asked, “Can I help you?” In a 
puzzled way Myrna answered that she 
was waiting to be assigned. Her face was 
very red as she was informed that she 
had no headset on. . . . Monseta Culver 
has been given the classification of desk 
operator; Catherine Cooley the classifi- 
cation rate of part-time instructress; 
Mary Frances Redding part-time clerk. 
- - Quite frequently is the monotony 
broken for us as when the fire bell sud- 
denly rang out! Just a case of mistaken 
identity. They meant to ring the bell 
for help. . . . Doris Peacock and Mar- 
cella Leininger are proudly wearing dia- 
monds. . . . New classes include Irene 
Woznick and Patricia Swift taught by 
Della Wilcox; Mrs. Frances Gay with 
De Lores Glover instructing; Jeanna 
Gatto and Mrs. Shirley George with Ruth 
Marcks and Catherine Cooley instruct- 
ing. ... Mildred Zogg is a newcomer on 
Information. ... It just wouldn’t be fair 
not to give Elaine Scovell mention here 
to say she started home one night ar- 
rayed in her headset. . . . Helen Wall- 
man resigned recently to work in Seattle, 
Washington. Dorothy Nelson and 
Leata Smelser spent a week-end in 
Omaha and Mason City....A course of 
voice training instruction is being given 
the Traffic Department with Miss Ger- 


trude King as instructress. . . . Linda 
Bartels went to Altamont, Illinois, to 
attend the funeral of her uncle. ... We 


welcome new additions to our depart- 
ment as follows: Margaret Hoppert and 
Jean Marchand taught by Ruth Marcks; 
Arlene Gow, Phyllis Spenner and Ger- 


trude Pawloski with Della Wilcox in- 
structress; Vernita Vorce and Leona 
Weimer with De Lores Glover instruct- 
ing; Mary Trumble, Patricia Morrow, 
Elaine Adams, Dorothy Hoppert, Betty 
Vogelgesang, Orpha Groves and Bon- 
nie Roberts. Elaine Scovell and Linda 
Bartels enjoyed a vacation in St. Louis, 
Mo., Chicago and Evanston, Illinois. 
Evanston seemed to be the most inter- 
esting spot for Linda. Also Wilma Hat- 
terman, Veda Nichols, Minnie Allen, Lois 
Kohn, Genevieve Griffin, Esther Bor- 
chers, Viola Clough, “Mickey” Eilers, 
Donna _ Keller, Darlene Gans, Ruth 
Furry and Mary Ramey, whose plans 
are not at present known to us. Darlene 
Bender spent her vacation in Denver.... 
The peaceful routine of our evening was 
turned into commotion recently when 
“Mickey” Eilers found her shoe glued 
to the footrod at the switchboard. Not 
knowing what to do we appealed to the 
custodian force, whereupon two janitors, 
models of efficiency, appeared with a 
can of gasoline and removed some chew- 
ing gum. .. Hattie Staley has returned 
from a vacation spent in Wisconsin. . a 
Not always do taxicabs run smoothly— 
or so thinks Virginia Stiles, in describ- 
ing a nocturnal wait in a place not ex- 
actly to her liking. Engine trouble 
threatened during the trip, bringing girls 
home from the midnight shift. Finally 
with only Virginia remaining as Passenger 
the engine gave one last cough, sputtered 
and died—(of all places) in front of the 
cemetery! ... Mary Frances Redding re- 
turned from her visit in Pennsylvania 
wearing a diamond. . . . Helen Wallman 
and Norma Bailey went to Omaha to at- 
tend the Jerry Colonna show. ... Eve- 
ning jaunts to Robbers Cave can be beau- 
tiful and yet full of exciting incidents, 
according to reports by young people, 
who acting in lieu of the FBI called the 
police to investigate some very convinc- 
ing evidence but which only convinced 
the rather disgusted officers that some- 
one had been eating watermelon. 

Pearl Varga and La Wanna Graham 
spent a week-end in Denver with Mrs. 
Varga’s sister... You have heard about 
people who just have to have a new pair 
of shoes because their old ones look so 
terrible, they think, but have you heard 
of the lady (M. M. are the initials) who 
bought a new pair so similar to her old 
pair that she doesn’t recognize the dif- 
ference and wears one shoe of each pair 
for a day without realizing they aren’t 


mates. Now I ask you, do you think she 
needed a new pair? 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


Mrs. Lena Gerdes, Correspondent 


We are glad to welcome Roberta 
Rebuck back to our staff... . Vacations 
are in the limelight this month with the 


following employees enjoying their va- 
cations at home: Lonnie Gerdes, Shirley 
Snyder, Myron Birdsley, George Eggle- 
ston and Jack Little. Oakel Butler spent 
her vacation in Missouri. Vivian Kinney 
spent hers in Stromsburg while Thayer 
Morgan traveled to Oakland, Calif., to 
visit her sister and family. Stella Clark 
spent her vacation at Stella, Nebraska 
City and Falls City visiting relatives. 
Sterling Nelson visited Yellowstone Park, 
the Northern part of Oregon, down the 
West Coast and back home via Denver. 

The Rodeo at Sidney, Iowa, at- 
tracted the attention of Lonnie Gerdes, 
Thayer Morgan, Edna Myers, Jack Little, 
Vyrl Clark and Charles Stock. ... Flor- 
ence Steffens, our Commercial clerk, 
came to work the other day wearing that 
ring on that certain finger. Congratula- 
tions, Florence! ... We said farewell to 
Cleo Albers and Thelma Harris who have 
resigned. 


Beatrice 
Christine Mason, Mrs. Dorothy Trauernicht, 
Correspondents 

Probably the best news in this depart- 
ment is the fact that we now have one 
complete new counter which has all the 
files and drawers that we have been 
needing for so many months. The counter 
has a glass brick front which we think 
is pretty classy. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickenman report that they had a most 
enjoyable trip to Chicago for the Ki- 
wanis Convention. . . . Christine Mason 
had her vacation the first part of July 
and it included a short trip to Kansas 
and another to Omaha. Welcome 
goes to Marcella O’Brien and Agnes 
Weise, who have joined our ranks; also 
we welcome back Pauline Bott, a former 
operator. ... Vacationing this month was 
Darlene Simpson who spent the time 
around home. Dolores Keckley spent part 
of her vacation at Great Bend, Kansas, 
and Dorothy Whitehead spent her vaca- 
tion in Montana. ... Norma Jean Whit- 
taker, Commercial Clerk, spent her vaca- 
tion in Blue Town, Nebraska. ... Now 
we wonder where that is?? ... Due to the 
Plymouth conversion, Mr. Dickenman 
has postponed his vacation until the first 
part of October. It should be cool by 
that time and ideal for vacationing. .. , 
The other day Margaret Lenhart said 
that she wished it were Christmas time 
and we all agreed with her because, at 
this writing, we are all about to succumb 
to heat prostration. ... We welcome the 
following new operators: Agnes Weise, 
Marcella O’Brian, Wilma Bethal, Bobette 
Breese. . . . Alice Cyriack is spending 
her vacation in California. Dorothy 
Trauerknicht spent her vacation visiting 
Yellowstone Park and other interesting 
points in the West. Mabel Wieting spent 
her vacation at home while Bette Jurgens 
enjoyed her vacation in Arkansas. 
Clarice Clancy resigned recently to be 
married and will live in Oregon. Lucile 


Buss has transferred to Lincoln. We will 
miss you girls. . . . Our congratulations 
are extended to Joyce Johnson and Ida 
Mae Witte who were married in July. 


Clatonia 


Mrs. Caroline Iwohn spent a week’s 
vacation in Colorado visiting relatives 
and friends. 

Cook 


Wanda Remmers is our new operator. 
She began her new work on July 21st. 
We hope you like it, Wanda. ... Ida 
Townsend visited in Auburn with her 


daughter, Maxine Heuer and family. 
Dawson 


Mrs. Frances Duryea is spending her 
vacation in Kearney visiting her sister. 


Dorchester 


The husband of Mrs. Ethelyn Jones, 
Chief Operator, is in a Lincoln hospital, 
having undergone an operation. We wish 
him a speedy recovery. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 

Vacationing during July and August 
has been Matilda Alpers who spent 
some time in Dallas, Texas. Mandane 
Reid spent her vacation in Lincoln and 
at home. ... Irene Smalldon traveled to 
the west coast. Gerald Caley spent his 
vacation in Delphos, Kansas, and Eileen 
Aubert stayed at home. ... Area Man- 
ager Longdon tells tales of fishing around 
Colorado Springs where he enjoyed two 
weeks. Wauneta Child was in Kearney 
to get better acquainted with the grand- 
son. Jeanne Lytton and Idonna Landis 
took life easy for two weeks. ... Recent 
out of town visitors have been Jeanne 
Lytton and Hazel Ward of the Traffic 
Department to Lincoln and Viola Dunn 
to Wymore. . . . Dorcas Slater had as 
recent weekend visitors her son-in-law 
and daughter from Lincoln. . . . Darlene 
Claussen of Beatrice was a recent office 
visitor. . . . Matilda Alpers was called 
to Lincoln and on to Denver because of 
the serious illness of her niece. ... We 
wish to welcome Florence Beck as our 
new operator, transferring from Superior. 
Also on our welcome list are Miss Davis 
and Miss Huss. 

Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Vacations are the latest in the news. 
Mrs. Alice Peters returned on July 8th 
from her vacation which was spent in 
New Jersey visiting her sister. On a sight 
seeing trip she visited the Gettysburg 
Battlefield and the Statue of Liberty. 
Nona Brusnahan, next in line, is enjoying 
her three weeks vacation (we presume 
she’s enjoying it although her where- 
abouts is unknown to us), but more about 
that next month. 

Humboldt 


Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 


Helen Fergus is the proud possessor 
of a sparkler on third finger, left hand. 
Congratulations, Helen. . . . Betty Lou 
Herr and Mariella Williamson have re- 


turned to work after their vacations. 
They spent a few days in Nelson visiting. 
... Emma Lee King has returned from 
her vacation which was spent in Chicago 
—she reports a wonderful time. 

Helen Fergus has returned from her va- 
cation. She didn’t go any place in par- 


ticular, just loafed. .. . Rose Fankhauser 
is on vacation now, but more about that 
later. . . . We have a new student. She 


is Orma Yocum. Glad to have you with 
us, Orma. 


Nemaha 


Mrs. Ferne Bade spent her vacation 
at home, devoting her time to fishing. 


PAWNEE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
(Connecting Company) 


By Avis Marshall 


A hearty welcome is extended to our 
new student operator, Miss Rosalie Stew- 
art... . Vacations are in full swing here. 
Manager Flowerday and family spent 
two weeks in Minnesota. Eleanor Davis 
spent most of her vacation with her sis- 
ter, Mrs. Earl Hatfield, at Clay Center, 
Kansas. Avis Marshall is spending her 
vacation on the farm. . . . Guests of 
Joanne Stitt this week were her sisters 
of Baudette, Minnesota. . . . Cupid is at 
it again. Miss Carle Copenhaver is 
flashing a diamond on her left hand. 
Congratulations. . . . Avis Marshall and 
Eleanor Davis were Beatrice visitors 
July 14. 


Peru 


Hope Adams has returned from her 
vacation. She visited in Lincoln part of 
the time and the rest of the time she 
stayed home trying to keep cool. . 
Elmena Railsback is spending her vaca- 
tion in Omaha and California. 


Sterling 

We welcome Beverly Waymire to our 
force. ... Mrs. Christline is on her two 
weeks vacation at this writing. ... Bar- 
bara Ann Benson is spending her vacation 
at home. ... Esther Fritz spent August 
20th in Beatrice. 

Table Rock 


Carol Strom has returned to work from 
her two weeks vacation which she spent 
in Middlefield, Ohio, going by plane from 
Omaha. She reported having a wonder- 
ful time. . Erma Prochaska started 
her vacation July 14. 


Tecumseh 


Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Tyler Ryan reports a grand time on a 


fishing trip in Minnesota. . . . Dorothy 
Osterthun visited at Hastings and Lin- 
coln during her vacation. .. . Clara Cos- 


tello has returned from Auburn and 
Table Rock where she spent her vaca- 
tion. . . . William Eckles spent a week 
end at Nelson visiting his parents and 
friends. We wonder what is so interesting 
at Nelson that he has to spend every 


week end at home... . Bill Eckles began 
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his vacation the 16th of August and left 
for Oregon with his parents. . . . Effie 
Smith, Goldie Thompson, Raymond 
Johnson and Elvin Wait left too soon 
for your reporter to find out where they 
were going on their vacations, but more 
about that next month. ... Jerrie Murphy 
has been taking lessons on milking cows 
on a certain farm at St. Mary. Getting 
prepared for farm life, Jerrie?? ...On 
July 20th, an overall and apron party 
was held at the roller skating rink at 
Tecumseh. Telephone people who were 
in attendance were Beverly Waymire 
and Barbara Benson of Sterling, Ray- 
mond Johnson, Jerrie Murphy and Lois 
Epley of Tecumseh. Lois came as an 
old negro mammy, with the aid of a few 
pillows. Raymond Johnson came dressed 
as a little girl, wearing long white rolled 
stockings and a big red bow on one knee, 
and a blue pinafore and apron. A large 
handkerchief was tied on his head and 
his black hair was combed in bangs. They 
say he had a big time skating with all 
of the men. 


Tobias 


Miss Anna Sakryt assisted Mrs. Sadie 
Markey at the office while Mrs. Adell 
Hershey, Chief Operator, spent a week’s 
vacation at Falls City and Verdon, Ne- 
braska. 

Wilber 


Lavina McElroy, Correspondent | 


Mrs. Sylvia Anthony underwent an 
operation at the University Hospital in 
Omaha on June 25. At the present time 
she is recuperating at her home. 
Lloyd M. Miller spent his two weeks 
vacationing at home, and George Brock 
is spending his vacation at home. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 


Exeter 


Marge Grewell, Chief Operator, spent 
two weeks vacation beginning August 4 
in Greeley, Colorado, and Plattsmouth, 
Nebraska. ... Patricia Erdkamp is spend- 
ing her vacation at home this year. 


Fairmont 


Mrs. Ethel Patrick, Chief Operator, 
took a week’s vacation to visit her sister 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Mrs. Patrick’s 
daughter and children of Laramie, Wyo- 
ming, visited her at which time she 
took the rest of her vacation. . . . The 
Fairmont office has been up to its knees 
in social activities. On August 2 the 
operators and their families had a wiener 
roast and watermelon feed. Then on 
August 15 the operators had a picnic 
supper with delicious ice cream and 
cake. It makes you hungry, doesn’t it? 

Geneva 


Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Many vacations have come and gone 
for some of the Traffic Dept. Phyllis 
Fellows and Evelyn DuBois took a long 


jaunt this year. They went to California 
together to spend a wonderful two weeks. 
They returned July 7. Helen Hillyer 
could be found vacationing in California 
also. She spent a full three weeks on 
her trip and returned June 22... . Max- 
ine Walker has resigned her position as 
operator. . . . Hazel Drummond was in 
Lincoln June 12 to see a doctor about 
infection in her foot. She then spent 
Sunday and Monday in Ohiowa at home 
with her parents... . Phyllis Fellows and 
Phyllis Most spent the day of July 16 in 
Lincoln. . . . Helen Hillyer and Phyllis 
Most spent the week end of July 12 in 
Lincoln. . . . Many of the operators of 
the Geneva Traffic Department have 
been vacationing this month. Erma Dix- 
en had a three weeks’ vacation which she 
spent at home and in Lincoln. Eita Grif- 
fin had visitors during her three weeks’ 
vacation. Her sister, Mrs. Harry Moran, 
and children, Jim and Donna, of Pali- 
sade, Nebraska, visited her. Mrs. Gladys 
Stiers spent one week in and about 
Indiana. . . . We want to congratulate 
Mrs. Maxine Walker, a former employee, 
as she is now the mother of a baby boy 
born on August 14.... Phyllis Fellows 
spent August 24 in York. Elmer 
Moorhead of the Geneva Plant Depart- 
ment and his family attended the Picnic 
in Lincoln on August 23... . Bill Minich 
spent one week of his vacation at home. 
- Hazel Drummond assisted at the 
Bruning switchboard during the absence 
of Mrs. Carter due to her husbarid’s 
death. 


Grafton 


Mrs. Iva F. Sole, Chief Operator, 
started her vacation August 4 and vis- 
ited in Auburn and Omaha. 


Harvard 


Mrs. Marie Hamburger is spending 
her two weeks vacation at home. 
Anna Larson, Chief Operator, was re- 
leased from the hospital August 16 and 


1s convalescing at her sister’s home in 
Sutton. 


Hastings 


Virgina Harper, Helen Simons, Correspondents 
As our new girls, we are happy to wel- 


come Delores White and Luetta Ander- 


son. . Marian Niemeier, transferred 


from Beatrice, and Mrs. Del 
originally from Iowa, are ou 
dents. 


ores House, 
Tr jocal stu- 
Naoma Sherman has been 
transferred to the Commercial Dept. ... 
We're all very happy to see the bright 
smiles of Lois Lindstrom and Mrs. Pa- 
tricia Cheetham with us again. They have 
both been ill. Hope you're feeling much 
better, girls... We're very sorry to see 
our little blonde information gal, Margie 
Thompson, leave us. She’s decided to 
change her name from Miss to Mrs. All 
the luck in the world, Margie. 
thy Osterthun of Tecumseh and Mrs. 


Marie Stevens of Oklahoma City were 


visitors in our office during July. Mrs. 


- ». Doro- 


Stevens was our local supervisor before 
her retirement. . . . Some of the girls 


are now enjoying their long awaited va- 


cations. Ruth Compton had a nice time 
just being a housewife for a couple 
weeks. Lauretta Einspahr is also having 
a peaceful time at home. JoAnn Mc- 
Donald had a real vacation in California. 
Belle Meester is visiting her daughter 
in Portland, Oregon. Rosetta Habben 
had a nice time in Hildreth and Omaha. 
Deloris Stengel went to Denver. Did you 
see anything exciting,. Stengel? Garnet 
Aukerman and Gertrude Scheierman are 
also really living. Don’t forget, girls, our 
time is a’coming. ... Frieda Hoffman 
attended the Water Follies in Omaha. ... 
Some of the girls had a picnic supper 
recently. Naturally, it had to rain, but in 
spite of the straight hair and all they 


had a very good time. ... Mrs. Geraldine 
Kilpatrick has resigned due to illness. We 
will. miss you, Jerry. . . . New toll stu- 


dents are Elizabeth Capron, Darlene 
Huff, Rae Ellen Grannis and Patricia 
Harkins. Iva Mae Thompson has 
been giving free advice lately—slow 
down while entering an underpass and 
you can always spend your day off as 
you wish. Lauretta Einspahr and 
Betty Bennett spent an enjoyable week 
end in Omaha and attended the Water 
Follies. . . . Dorothy Osterthun of Te- 
cumseh, a former Hastings operator, 
spent a recent week end visiting Frieda 
Hoffman. Recent vacationers are 
Dolores Stengel, JoAnn McDonald, 
Moreane Alldritt, Iva Mae Thompson, 
Rosetta Habben, Patricia Jurgensmeier, 
Mrs. Erma Keenan and Irene Jurgens- 
meier. . . . Margaret Gerloff is recover- 
ing from a recent appendectomy. We 
hope you will be back with us _ soon, 
Margaret. It’s nice to see Bette 
Willmes back after her recent appendec- 
tomy. . . . One would think it difficult 
enough to change positions without los- 
ing your skirt. How about it, Miss 
Scheierman? ... Bella Jean Gates has 
resigned to be married in the near fu- 
ture. . . . Wilma Hahle was married to 


Clyde Burge, Southern District Manager 
had no end of grief at Tecumseh recently 
after losing the Ikev to his car. 


38 j 2. 
0H ores 


Lloyd Deeds on August 24 and will make 
her home at Norfolk, Nebraska. Good 
luck to you, Wilma. .. . We welcome 
Dorothy D. Eldred, June Karsting and 
Mrs. Darlene Leber as new local students. 


Hebron 


Margaret Bethscheider, Chief Oper- 
ator, has been vacationing in Colorado. 
... H. G. Taedter is spending his vaca- 
tion at home. ... Janice Brown, Cashier, 
is vacationing at home. ... Mrs. Viola 
Evans, nee Ridgley, former Cashier at 
Hebron, has been relieving Miss Brown 
during her vacation. 


Osceola 


Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


We wish to welcome a new member 
in the Plant Department—wWilliam P. 
Barry, who started to work on July 28. 
; C. J. Olson, Area Manager, left 
from Lincoln by plane on August 17 to 
spend a three weeks’ vacation with his 
son and daughter and their families in 
Swisshome, Oregon. ... W. M. Mouden 
returned to work July 15 after spending 
a restful week of his vacation at home. 
... Weare glad to have Mary Word join 
our force as a new operator. ... Shirley 
Koehler and Margueritte Ienn enjoyed 
their vacations during June and July, 
spending the time at home. 


Polk 


We wish to welcome our new student 
operator, Joyce Jones, who started her 
training July 7. ... Clara Anderson and 
Bethel King were recent visitors to Lin- 
coln, while Esther McNeely was a York 
shopper. .. . Bethel King returned home 
August 10 after spending a week with 
relatives in Idaho. . . . Corinne Carlson 
spent a week in Denver, Colorado, dur- 
ing her vacation. ... Mrs. Clara Ander- 
son left for Rock Island, Illinois, on 
August 17 where she will spend two 
weeks. She was accompanied by her 
daughter who had been visiting here. 


Shelby 


Rose Halligan returned to work July 
23, after spending her vacation visiting 
with relatives and friends in Grafton 
and Friend. . . . Mayme Carroll spent 
the week end of July 19 in Omaha visit- 
ing with her son and family. ... Visitors 
in the home of Mrs. Mayme Carroll dur- 
ing August included her sister from Lin- 
coln, and Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Carroll and 
daughter of Omaha. ... Rose Halligan 
and Mrs. Mayme Carroll attended the 
funeral of the latter’s sister-in-law at 
Grafton on August 14. 


Stromsburg 


Dorothy Farris enjoyed a visit with 
friends and relatives in California during 
her vacation the latter part of July... . 
Edith Mattson, Chief Operator, enjoyed 
her three weeks’ vacation beginning 
August 18. She accompanied her sister 
to Gothenburg for a few days and spent 
the remaining time at home. ... Beat- 


rice Sundberg returned to work August 
18 after spending ten days in Lincoln. 


Superior 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


Mr. Kubat is suffering with a sun- 
burn which he received Sunday, July 
20, while participating in the local Golf 
Club Tournament at the Country Club. 
... Mrs. Robinson, our Chief Operator, 
offers her sympathies. She and her hus- 
band were fishing the same day at Am- 
boy and Guide Rock. No fish, just a 
“nice” sunburn... Beth Thompson spent 
her vacation in Colorado. . . Clara Mae 
Chambers started her vacation August 4 
and spent a few days with her sister in 
Red Cloud. She was mostly interested in 
getting to sleep nights again as she is 
our night operator. ... The new toll class 
consists of Dorothy Wulf and Helen 
Thorup... . . Florence Beck has trans- 
ferred to the Fairbury Traffic Dept... . 
Marjorie Vrana spent July 21 in Hast- 
ings. ... Mr. Kubat attended the tourn- 
ament of the Telephone Golf Association 
at York, July 26.... D. D. Eckles of 
Nelson has just returned from a two 
weeks’ vacation. Eva Dillman, 
Cashier at Nelson took one week of her 
vacation during the early part of July. 
... Girls from the Traffic Department 
who are on vacation are Clara Mae 
Chambers, Olga and Bertha Anderson.... 
Mrs. Marjorie Vrana has transferred to 
the Hastings Traffic Dept. ... We wel- 
come two new girls in our Traffic Dept. 
They are Nell Williams and Alice Meyer. 
_..Mr. A. O. Andrews of Lincoln visited 
our exchange August 19. 


Sutton 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Fred Adkins spent part of his vacation 
in Omaha ... Jack Mankamyer is on 
his vacation. . . . Edith Schleiger, Chief 
Operator, has been vacationing. . . . Fred 
Adkins, Area Manager, is recovering from 
a bad case of Shingles. 


York 
Norma Schneider, Correspondent 

A lot of changes have come about since 
the last time the news was written. Edna 
Pflughaupt, Chief Operator, has used up 
all of her vacation, Artis Bowen has now 
become Assistant Chief Operator, and 
the two brides-to-be, Miss Mabel Beaver 
and Miss Eleanor Buller, have changed 
their names to Mrs. Reetz and Mrs. Hat- 
field, respectively. Mrs. Reetz has be- 
come very efficient. She can do the 
dishes, sweep the floor, dust the furni- 
ture and get to work all in a very short 
time. Mrs. Hatfield figured she and her 
husband were very lucky to get such a 
nice spacious apartment. Everything was 
going along very smoothly until one day 
a tenant complained of the noise Mrs. 
Hatfield made while cleaning. The wise 
Mrs. Hatfield now does her work in the 
mornings barefooted. One of our 
new and very conscientious operators, 


Marcia Jones, became quite embarrassed 
the other day. While she was working 
diligently at the rural board, a super- 
visor gave her some special instructions. 
She told Marcia to ring “one-thousand- 
one, one-thousand-two.” The next time 
Marcia answered a subscriber, instead of 
saying “Number please,” she said “One- 
thousand-one, one-thousand-two”....A 
few weeks ago the girls in the Traffic 
Dept. gave a little party in the basement 
for Mrs. Marian Rasmussen who re- 
signed recently. ... After one very busy 
day, Mrs. Pflughaupt, the Chief Opera- 
tor, came back to the office to work a 
few hours overtime. She had walked so 
much that day that her feet felt too iarge 
for her shoes, so while sitting on long 
distance she just slipped her shoes off a 
little. They slipped too far. Mrs. Pflug- 
haupt could be seen and heard crawling 
under her chair retrieving her shoes and 
talking to a distant operator. . . . Laurel 
Brown left us July 31 to live with her 
sister in the deep south. Bon voyage and 
good luck. We wonder why Mr. 
Cleveland is minus a front tooth. But 
he is quiet about the cause of his lisp. 
... Alice McCartney spent her vacation 
in’ sunny California, but the weather 
wasn’t so sunny when she reached North 
Platte on her return trip where she was 
stranded because of high water. ... June 
Henning went back to her old stamping 
ground in Cheyenne. She is visiting a 
relative who has three sons and we un- 
derstand the boys always see that June 
enjoys her visit. Will she prefer her old 
stamping grounds to this peaceful com- 
munity? . Edna Marquardt was so 
excited the day before her vacation 
started that she just couldn’t be still for 
one minute. When asked what she 
planned to do, Miss Marquardt ac- 
quired a startled look and said “Noth- 
ing’. . . . Miss Wilhelmine Sanman 
stayed at home and rested during her 
vacation. ... Jerry Gardner vacationed 
in Chicago and came back with a short 
bob. When asked if she liked her hair 
better short, Miss Gardner, with un- 
shed tears in her eyes, said, “It’s cooler”’. 
... Mrs. Velma Garlock decided upon 
the Black Hills for her vacation. When 
telling us how cool it was up there, Mrs. 
Garlock became a little confused and said 
“Tt’s 50 below up there now”... . Hattie 
Marquardt’s actions and appearance 
prove that she enjoyed her vacation. She 
looks rested and has more ambition than 
ever. . . . Last, but not least, George 
Mehuron spent his vacation in the clouds. 
He and his Mrs. took a plane to Chi- 
cago. They liked the ride so well that 
they took a plane home again. George 
says next year he is going to take a longer 
trip and fly to Honolulu. ... We have 
another new face in the Traffic Depart- 
ment. We are glad to welcome Helen 
Heine. ... Mrs. LoRayne Rojahn will 
be leaving us soon. She is pulling up 
stakes again and moving to California. 
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| Happiness D\ Bead 


Evelyn Pruss of 
the Lincoln Com- 
mercial Department 
became the bride of 


Stanley Hamilton 


=a: 


Irene 


of Lincoln on Aug: 
ust 9 at Saint 
Mary’s Cathedral in 
Lincoln. After a 


short honeymoon, 


the couple returned to Lincoln where 
they will reside and Mrs. Hamilton will 
continue her work. 


Irene Humlicek, operator at David City, 
and Marvin Stier were united in marriage 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in David 
City. The couple will reside in David 
City and Mrs. Stier will continue her work. 


Lois Harper of the Hastings Traffic 
Department became the bride of Robert 
Opsal on June 30 at the First Presby- 
terian Church in Hastings. The couple 
will reside in Hastings and Mrs. Opsal 
will continue her work. 


The marriage of Emma Allison, chief 
operator at Beaver Crossing, and Walter 
Schulz of Geehner took place August 7. 
The marriage lines were read in the 
room of the groom’s mother in Bryan 
Memorial Hospital in Lincoln. The couple 
will reside on a farm near Goehner. 


Wilma Hahle, operator at Hastings, 
became the bride of Lloyd Deeds August 


24. The couple will reside in Norfolk. 


Diller Congregational Church was the 
scene of the wedding of Joyce Johnson of 
the Beatrice Traffic Department and Or- 
ville Eden, on July 20. Mrs. Eden is con- 
tinuing her work. 


Mabel Beaver of the York Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Melvin 
Reetz June 15 at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in York. The couple will reside 


in York and Mrs. Reetz is continuing her 
work. 


Eleanor Buller of the York Traffic De- 
partment and James Hatfield of the York 
Plant Department were united in marriage 
on July 4 at the United Brethren Church 
in York. Rev. G. T. Savery performed 


the ceremony. Mrs. Hatfield is continuing 
her work. 


The wedding of Margie Thompson of 
the Hastings Traffic Department to Fred- 
die Alexander took place July 27 at the 
First Methodist Church at Hastings. Mrs. 
Alexander has resigned her position and 
the couple are residing in Superior. 

Harry Hoffman of the Construction De- 
partment and Neva Dorman were united 
in marriage August 13. 
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—AND THE FRONT WHEELS 
FELL OFF Too! 


IT PAINS US TO REPORT 
THAT ADE NEWENS WAS 
HOPELESSLY¢ LOST RECENTLY 
~ AND WHILE ONLY SIX 
MILES AWAY FROM HIS 
HOME OFFICE. IT TOOK 


CHAS. MESHIER THE ETERNAL YOUTH 
OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT, STOPPED 
TO HELP A COUPLE OF DISTRESSED 
LADIES CHANGE A TiRE NEAR 
ELK CREEK—AND WHEN THE GOOD 
DEED WAS DONE FOUND HE HAD 
A”CRICK*IN HIS BACK AND 
COULDN'T STRAIGHTEN UP AGAIN. 
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VIC MUSSELMAN WAS TRYING 10 SELL 
HIS FAMILY FORD To BILL MORRIS- 50 HE 
LOANED THE CAR To BILL FOR A TRYOUT 
SPIN. BILL HAD DRIVEN ONLY A FEW Ou, 
BLOCKS WHEN THE STEERING WHEEL SA IAD y areeereaiee 
BROKE OFF, THE TiE ROD SNAPPED AND WO Se OO 
THE FORD FETCHED UP AGAINST A POST. NEVU 3 Sa C7 Ae 
BILL, WHO LOVES ADVENTURE, PROMPTLY Pe 
BOUGHT THE CAR. 


HE 

VAUGHN BAUM THE FORMER BIRD LOVER, 
IS A CONFIRMED CYNIC CONCERNING THE 
BEAUTIES OF NATURE SINCE CLIMBING 
fl CERTAIN PoLé NEAR UTICA LAST MONTH. 
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OUT IN HYANNIS THEYRE STILL TALKING ABOUT THE CITY 
FELLOW (BILL QUINN) WHO CALMLY Sfoop BY: WATCHING 
BURLY BULL PAW THE EARTH AND MAKE RUMBLING NOISES - 
AND ONLY IN THE’NICK OF TIME" MADE A FLYING LEAP To THE 
SRA BACK OF HIS HORSE~WHO WAS ALREADY AT A FULL GALLOP, 
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a Sa eo 

WE HAVENT BEEN ABLE 10 GET A CLEAR Picture OF 
u7, CARL AHL'S ATTEMPT To BOARD A ROW BOAT AT CRETE 

DECOM) AO vsti sae BECAUSE E¥E-WITNESSES GO INTO HYSTERICS WHEN THEY | 
THE DISPRICHED MRC TO A NEARBY FARM- | LED 10 THE NEW SUBSCRIB {RY Th TELL ABOUT IT- BUT CARL DID GET HIS STOMACH WET 
HOUSE To BORROW SOME. FINDING NO ONE, | HIMSELF IN A COUNTRY CEMETERY. AND BARKED HIS SHINS UNMERCIFULLY . 
AT HOME, OUR HERO PROCEEDED To OPEN THE | 
GARAGE AND HELP HIMSELF. . .AND SOON HEE 
WAS SEEN TEARING DOWN THE ROAD WITH 
Al JACK IN ONE HAND AND fl BIG DOG 
HANGING ONTO THE OTHER. 


{-AND YOU'RE GOING ) {CHICKENS ~? ARE 
TO PAY ME. FOR THESE CHICKENS ? 
THEM CHICKENS, 
BY CRACKIE ! 
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VIRGINIA STILES, OF 
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THE LINCOLN TRAFFIC MIDNIGHT SHIFT 
| , , }] | REPORTS A HARROWING EXPERIENCE ON Al RECENT NIGHT. 
pty 7 i" . J £ RO 
TT a oer at | BETWEEN WYUKA AND CAL VARY CEMETERIES: AND VIRGINIA 
iy} MARKSMANSHIP HE KILLED FOUR OR FIVE OF | WAS LEFT ALONE To CONTEMPLATE HER SURROUNDINGS 
(UPA) \Te BiRDS BEFORE. THE IRATE FARMER APrenRED | WHILE THE DRIVER WALKED BACK TOWARD Tou foR HeLe, 


AND DEMANDED PAYMENT FOR HIS CHICKENS, 
OF THE GENERAL REPAIR SHOP WAS PUTTING 


DONT TALK WARREN SHUCK, WHO LIVES Fe ey yg RQ ee al 
= Al DISHPAN FULL OF a n° 2 

UP ‘O" STREET ONE WIND¥ NOON WHEN HIS HAT LF» ABOUT IT!) AN ORDERLY py LOCKED HONEY FROM A ar ‘i ‘2: nes 

ALEW OFF. SAMMY MADE A QUICK ILLEGAL a. BY Wy THE KEYS IN HIS CAR AT TERMINAL PoLe NORTH oy 


POSS 


Prey Ve - 
71" TURN, GAVE CHASE AND AFTER ALONG, | Se seem {VON “SUOFFICE THE OTHER DAY] Oe eon any Ne =< 
AAIR-RAISING RIDE. HE CAUGHT UP WiTH SE SYA Gin) AND WH SO AFRAID | Meare HET es 
IT, REACHED DOWN AND SNARED IT A CALC HIN TYING | BACK 7 Ms TRUCK a 
WITHOUT LOSING fl SINGLE “PUTT. | Ge DER > REIIEVE TH y 


: VE THEM THAT HE 
vescege” WORKED FAR WTO THE NIGHT. ae MOST OF IT | 


FO STEEN ITS EVA NINAEY LES DOVE NOR AE 9 tet AIM AA Sova tnep ag OTN TIRE COIS LO SE Oe OE en 
OP RRS anne 
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THE HARD WORKING COMMITTEE WHICH MADE THE PARTY 
& SUCCESS, ED FLOWERDAY. |. W. HALVERSTADT, TYLER 
RYAN, MYRON BIRDSLEY AND B.A. ISAMAN. 
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ROUP TAKEN 


ANOTHER 
PROGRAM. 


SECTION OF THE G 


ON HAND TO MEET THE PUBLIC AT THE 
COMPANY'S EXHIBIT DURING THEIR DAY AT 
THE FAIR ARE. LEFY TO RIGHT, CHARLES 
DICKENMAN. HOWARD SPAHNLE,. GERTRUDE 
KING, VERN CAMPBELL AND GEORGE 
WA!.ROTH. 


~ 


wore 


MRS. PAUL ATTENDANT 
AT THE PUBLIC TELEPHONE BOOTH Se 
HOUSE. 


ED DORLAND EXPLAINS DIAL SWITCHINGE 


BTO AN INTERESTED GROUP. SNE 


ee 


A Yay Pioneer Fvening - 
at. 7 LOTS OF ACTIVITY 


| 
At The 
ka State Fai 
Tecumseh’s new telephone building on September 25 Nebras a S a e Fair 
: with a fine turnout of nearly 40 on hand to enjoy the | sini 
a ee evening's entertainment. Members from Nemaha, Rich- | HIS year, in addition to the large and difficult task 


“4: : rvice for the ic z 
ardson, Pawnee and Johnson Counties, together with | of providing telephone ear public i the 
‘i | fair grounds, an interesting and informative exhibit was a. : , ae 

fos) STERLING NELSON POSES AT THE DIAL 


Mrs. Emma Bradley from Douglas and ten members from | placed on display. Details of these activities are con- SWITCHING EXHIBIT. A 

Lincoln made up the gathering. The Chapter plans to | tained in a story on page 9. oe HISTORICAL EXHIBIT iS Aree 
hold nine and possibly ten parties during the year in | "* = rr ie 
Which all members will be given an opportunity to parti- 
cipate. The year’s program will be concluded with the 


annual spring banquet and reunion in Lincoln 


HE FIRST in a series of six territorial parties planned 


BETS ARE PLACED WITH RECKLESS ABANDON BEFORE ONE 


OF THE EVENTS. by the Telephone Pioneers Association was held at 


si 


THE WINNERS RECEIVE THEIR PRIZES FROM A. B. GORMAN, 
JTHE CHAPTER'S SOCIAL CHAIRMAN. THE LUCKY FELLOWS 


VERE 2: L.. STURTEVA! T, JACK FOWLER AND J. E. CALEY. » 
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(Continued on Page 9) 
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THE RADIO-TELEPHONE DISPLAY WITH LEE 


Pew he 


GERTRUD EMRE 


ire ATF 
RE RECORDER. 
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SCHLENTZ AS ATTENDANT 
menses. Nd a 


rage i: * cata MET INING UP FOR REFRESH | MeartT OF THE OPERATING STAFF WHICH DID SUCH A 
ENJOYING A CHAT WITH THEIR LUNCH ARE EFFIE SMITH, HOPE} i LINING UP FOR REFRESHMENTS ARE EFFIE SMITH, HOPE Ee ee aa amiaNG@ SHE WRARRIG OS ROR 


P| ADAMS, CATHERINE GILLAN, VIOLA LITTLE, STELLA CLARK, 
| GOLDIE THOMPSON, ELIZABETH MORRISON AND PEARL 
EHIR. 


tt etree tert 


ay 


eee re aah is BSE EPR NEMEIER: ANS ies : THE FAIR GROUNDS. LEFT TO RIGHT, MRS. JOHN 
P= ; ~ HOBSON, MRS. VELMA LANE, MRS. AMBER KELLER, 
SANS 


’ 
J en eee 
ETA 


—_— SEYMOUR AND MRS. IRENE COMSS. 
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THE PUBLIC WAS MUCH INTERESTED IN ED 
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LOOKS LIKE THE “BOOKIES” DID ALL RIGHT. C. A. EGGERSS, | “i 1 wee DORCAS SA bene le Sor VES e Gie 

PRESIDENT GEORGE WALROTH, ROY MILLS AND SAM JACKSON Se , . th Rie ve SPEECH'' AS DEMONSTRATED ON THES 

PERFORMED THE DUTY. v LP NE a | Tor, —_ h OF Swit, NEK GOES AF | 
oe ; ae om | Pa ~ OF THE GRoip GE a7 | joe 'Soarp TROUBLE: spell 


Norma Jean Detimer, commercial clerk. 


Manager Ed Ernst busy at the test board. 


Syracuse Exchan ee 


E IN THE telephone business 

have long known and preached 
the value of meeting customers at the 
telephone door with the “voice with 
the smile.” As a further step in this 
direction, many of our exchange 
buildings and grounds, by their well 
kept appearances, present a continu- 
ously pleasant greeting to the public 
with the implied invitation to “Come 
on in and get acquainted.” 


The property as Syracuse is among 
the outstanding examples of this. 
The telephone office there is on the 
main street coming into town from 
the highway, and passers-by cannot 
help but see and be impressed by the 
beauty of the building and its sur- 
roundings. Some time ago, two mem- 
bers of the NEWS staff, happening 
by, and being lovers of nature, were 
struck by the park-like appearance of 
the Company headquarters. Pointed 
inquiry brought out the fact that 
there was nothing accidental in its 


being one of the town’s beauty spots, 


but that a great deal of foresizht and 
conscientious endeavor had gone into 
making it so. 


One advantage held by the Syra- 
cuse folks is that they have a rela- 
tively new (1929) brick and stucco 
building and a corner lot to work 
with, but the balance of the effect 
has been obtained by virtue of care- 
ful planning and hard work. The 
front of the building is enhanced by 
cone-shaped evergreens, a well-kept 
lawn and bushes of assorted roses. 
At the side, and along the driveway 
at.the rear are giant cannas. In the 
parkway are hard maples and 
trimmed shrubbery, while a Boston 
Ivy climbs the side of the building. 


One can almost visualize a custom: 
er forgetting his service complaints, 
(if such things exist in Syracuse) as 
he walks through the scenic flora on 
the way to the front door. At any 
rate the notion holds sway at Syra- 
cuse that a neat and orderly tele- 
phone headquarters fully comple- 


ments and is a worthy companion to 
the “voice with the smile.” 

Ed Ernst moved to Syracuse in 
June, 1944 and lost little time in mak- 
ing his place in the community, not 
only as its able telephone manager 
but as one of its prominent and re- 
spected citizens as well. He is a past 
president of the Syracuse Chamber of 
Commerce, vice-president of the 
Lions Club, and last month headed 
the committee on arranzements for 
the annual barbeque held in honor 
of 4-H winners at the County Fair. 

Sophia Windels, the chief oper- 
atcr, also is held in hith esteem by 
her many warm friends in the com- 
munity, as are the other members of 
the telephone family there. 


Members of the operating department. 
Stending is Sophia Windels, chief operator; 
seated are Darlene Johannes, assistant 
chief operator and Gloria Wellman, oper- 
ator. 

Syracuse is the second largest ex- 
change in the Nebraska City Area 
and supervises also the plant’ and 
commercial functions at the near-by 
points of Burr, Douglas and Unadilla. 
It was purchased by our Company in 
1912 and at present serves 580 


stations. 


The well kept grounds and exchange building at Syracusemercial clerk; Darlene Johannes, assistant chief operator and Gloria 
would be an asset to any community. Pictured, left to right, areWellman, operator. 
Charles Kermoade, combinationman; Norma Jean Dettmer, com- 
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Activities at the Fair 
HE Nebraska State Fair of 1947, 


one of the largest and most suc- 
cessful ever held by the State, 


W. L. Hassler, seated, talks over the day’s 
assignments with Paul Guelker. 


brought with it the annual round of 
activity in attempting to meet the 
unusual requirements for telephone 
service.’ Another field of activity at 
the Fair this year was the telephone 
exhibit displayed by the Company. 


When one wants to know any- 
thing about the Fair as far as tele- 
phones are concerned, he naturally 
goes to Billy Hassler of the Service 
Department. Billy for many years 
now has had the Fair telephone situ- 
ation laid squarely on his capable 
shoulders and what he doesn’t know 
about it wouldn’t amount to much 
anyway—of that we're positive. We 
dropped over to ask a few questions 
the other day and retired in disorder 
after a 30 minute barrage of facts, 
figures, and statistics. 


Billy told us that a five position 
switchboard remains at the Fair 
Grounds the year ‘round and is 
placed in service each year during 
Fair Week to serve the 70 telephones 
used at the various offices, conces- 
sions, and exhibits. Five radio sta- 
tions originate broadcasts from the 
Fair which, of course, involve the use 
of cable and other facilities. 


Eleven operators, headed by Ann 


Seymour, operated the board this 
year, and it was a busy job indeed. 
Many of the telephones are pay sta- 
tions which require extra time, and 
because of the temporary situation of 
most of the Fair Ground’s customers, 
frequent .references to information 
records is necessary. The girls do a 
fine job of handling the traffic. An 
average of 2,474 calls per day, 2,109 
local and 365 long distance, go 
through the board. 


Paul Guelker this year handled 
most of the service installations, and 
Bedric Wanek was the chief trouble 
shooter. Herb Jenkins had charge 
of placing the switchboard in service, 
and Dean Hamilton collected most of 
the nickels from the pay stations. 
Mrs. Helen Guelker and Mrs. Doro- 
thy Miller acted as attendants at the 


public telephone booth house in 
which 8 pay stations are located. 
Claude Helm handled most of the 
commercial work in issuing orders. 
In addition to customary telephone 
business was an interesting and in- 
formative exhibit concerning the 
Company and the telephone industry. 
More than 25,000 people are esti- 
mated to have visited the exhibit 
which featured a demonstration of 
dial operation, the historical develop- 
ment of the telephone, the wire re- 
corder, the oscillograph, the radio- 
telephone, and a display illustrating 
progress in telephone improvements 
and expansion. Representatives from 
the Lincoln and General Commercial 
offices and from territorial offices 
acted as attendants in meeting the 
public and explaining the exhibit. 


New Equipment Brings 
Added Toll Circutts 


HE floorscape of the Lincoln toll 

test room has been considerably 
changed of late with the addition of 
a new tier of super- 
structure and the in- 
stallation of several bays 
of new and remarkable 
equipment. The work is 
being done as a part of 
the toll expansion pro- 
gram with the goal of 
providing much needed 
relief to several long 
distance circuits radi- 
ating from Lincoln. 


The equipment now 
in the process of being 
mounted, checked and 
tested, includes the com- 
plex terminal mechanism 
for two type C and four 
type H carrier circuits, 
forty 20-cycle and forty 
1000-cycle ringers. The 
technicians assigned to 
the job, and reading 
from left to right in the 
photograph above are: Howard 
Smith, crew foreman; Ed Dulin, Del 
Gilmore and Howard Stroup. 

The ultimate benefit from the com- 
pletion of this section of the compre- 
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hensive toll program will be the addi- 
tion of toll facilities from Lincoln to 


Falls City, Kansas City, St. Joseph, 


Marysville, Salina, Tecumseh, York 
and Beatrice. Also to be gained are 
circuits from Falls City to Kansas 
City, Falls City to St. Joseph and 
Beatrice to Marysville. 


Many Friends Turn Out in Warm 
Farenell To Chris Haberman 


F ANY doubt existed in the mind 
of Chris Haberman as to the warm 
affection with which he is regarded 
by his legion of telephone friends, it 
surely is now entirely dispelled. Mr. 
and Mrs. Haberman were the guests 


Principals in the informal program. Left to right, John 
McKinzie, Eastern District manager; Mr. and Mrs. Haberman; 


pany. Since 1942 he has held the 
position of area manager at Seward. 
A bounteous picnic supper of fried 
chicken, ice cream and many other 
good things was the opening event 
of the evening. And right here and 
now we wish to 
make a low bow 
in the direction of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
Haith of Seward 
who assumed 
much of the re- 
sponsibility and ef- 
fort toward mak- 
ing the gathering 
a success. Mrs, 
Haith, so we were 
told, fried sixteen 
chickens and made 
ice cream for the 
entire group. 
After the sup- 


Laura Douty, Seward cashier; John Agee, vice-president and per, ot Disnces 
general manager; and George Walroth, president of the Tele- 


phone Pioneers Chapter. 


of honor last month at a picnic held 
at Beaver Crossing at which nearly 
75 well wishers were on hand to bid 
them farewell and God-speed on the 
eve of Mr. Haberman’s retirement 
from active service with the Com- 


quartette enter- 

tained with several 
barber shop selections, after an in- 
troduction by John McKinzie, eastern 
district manager, who acted as master 
of ceremonies. A number of Mr. 
Haberman’s telephone friends, in- 
cluding a group of Company offi- 


This large group of friends left no doubt as to their genuine affection for the depart- 
ing guests of honor, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haberman. 


cials, then spoke most highly of his 
splendid record as a useful and val- 
ued employee as well as his outstand- 
ing qualities of character and citizen- 
ship. 


John H. Agee, vice-president and 
general manager, presented Mr. 
Haberman with a certificate acknowt- 
edging his many years of loyal, effi- 
cient and dependable service as well 
as with a gift on behalf of the Com- 


pany. Mr. Agee also recalled many 
interesting experiences of their boy- 
hood days when he and Chris grew 
up together in Friend. Mr. Haber- 
man was the recipient also of a life 
membership in the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association which 
was presented by George Walroth, 
president of the Chapter, and re- 
ceived from his friends and fellow 
employees a beautiful leather travel- 
ing case with Laura Douty of Sew- 


ard making the presentation. 


The retirement of Mr. Haberman 
rounds out a service to the telephone 
industry which dates back to 1909 
as recounted in last month’s “News.” 
After a visit to Wyoming, he and 
Mrs. Haberman will take up resi- 
dence at San Diego, California, 
where members of the family now 


live. 


W. L. Eckles 


Retires On Pension 
NNOUNCEMENT has been 


made of the transfer to the pen- 
sion payroll of William L. Eckles, 
former area manager at Wilber and 
Plattsmouth, who was forced to re- 


linquish his ac- 
tive duties about 
a year ago be- 
cause of atl 
health. Bill car- 
ries with him a 
service record of 
more than thirty 
years. His duties 
during that 
period have been 


many and varied, and of such quality 
that his telephone career has been 
one of constant advancement. 


W. L. Eckles 


He first became associated with 
the industry as an employee of the 
Nuckolls County Telephone Com- 
pany in April, 1916. When the 
properties of that Company were 
purchased by the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company in 1929, 
Mr. Eckles was assigned to Hastings 
at combinationman. Later he worked 
as solicitor in the Hastings commer- 
cial department and in December, 
1930, was named district salesman. 
He became local manager at Edgar 
in August, 1931, and three years 
later he was appointed area manager 
at Wilber. In September, 1942, Bill 
went to Plattsmouth as area manager 
and served in that capacity until he 
found it necessary to transfer to the 
disability payroll in September, 1946. 

In his quest for health Bill will 
have the united support and best 
wishes of all who knew and worked 
with him and it is pleasant to know 
that he has discarded his plans to 
journey to California and will con- 
tinue his residence in Nelson. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of September: 
Primary members: Anna Larson, 
Harvard Traffic Department, 


Going Up? 


— Just Press the Button 


fork more than fifteen years, em- 
ployees of the Lincoln warehouse 
have been ruefully gazing at their 
calloused hands and wishing that the 
modern machine age would overtake 
their antique method of transporting 
heavy supplies from one floor to an- 
other. The hand-operated platform 
hoist used for that purpose was not 
only slow and lacking in safety de- 
vices but its motive power was fur- 
nished by the brawn of the operator. 
As many can testify, it was certainly 
no picnic to raise the loaded platform 
hand over hand by the endless rope 
hoist. | 
About eight years ago the first ef- 
forts were made to replace the old 
equipment with an electric elevator, 
but before the details could be 
worked out the national defense ef- 
fort was in full swing, the material 
and labor shortage had begun and 
our request was placed far down on 
the priority list. The amount for a 
new elevator installation has been set 
up and carried in the annual budget 
all through the war years 
awaiting the time the 
purchase could actually 
be made. Finally and of- 
ficially, in January of 
last year, the order was 
placed and accepted--. 
and on June 18 of this 
year the new plunger 
type electric elevator was 
unveiled and “finis” was 
written to the long cher- 
ished program of the 
supply department. 
An interesting part of 


Dick Grant prepares to 
move a load of telephone 
equipment by the simple 
process of pressing the but- 
ton. 


the installation was the digging of a 
fifteen foot well in the bottom of the 
hoistway into which the cylinder was 
sunk to permit operation of the hy- 
draulic feature. The elevator may be 
operated from the car or landings by 
means of push button controls. An 
emergency switch in the car can be 
thrown to bring it to a stop inde- 
pendently of the push button con- 
trols and stops are made automat- 


ically at each floor. Many other 
safety factors are incorporated in its 


operation. The car will not operate 


when any of the seven gates are left 


open and a bell rings when an at- 
tempt is made to use the elevator un- 
der these conditions. The car is 
equipped with telescoping iron gates 
and each of the three entrances, (one 
on the first and two on the second 
floor) is protected with a two-section 
wooden gate. With a capacity of a 
full ton and ample platform space it 
can handle with ease and safety any 
loading requirement at the ware- 
house. 
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$166.00; Ruth Koukal, Plattsmouth 
Traffic Department, $117.50; Mrs. 
Bessie Schultz, York Traftic Depart- 
ment, $170.00; Caroline R. Marrow, 
Supply Department, $5.00; and Mrs. 
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Lily Robotham, Accounting Depart- 
ment, $32.40. 

Dependents: Wm. D. Minich, Ge 
neva, $33.75; Mrs. C. F. Peachman, 
Lincoln, $110.63. 


New Construction Foreman 
TEPPING forward to lend their 
knowledge and skill as foremen 
in the Construction Department’s 
program of expansion and improve- 
ment of line and cable facilities are 
Otto Buck, Paul Wilkinson and Les- 
ter Shirey. Promotions to their new 
positions were announced recently by 
Paul Schmeltzer, Construction Super- 
intendent. 

All three have fine records of 
service with the Company and their 
initiative and ability have been well 
demonstrated. Mr. Shirey boasts the 
longest record, his date of service ex- 
tending to June, 1925, when he was 
employed as a groundman. He has 
continued in construction work since 
and his record is one of steady ad- 
vancement to his present position. 
Mr. Buck began his work in 1929, 
also as a groundman. He has served 
in advancing capacities since that 
time in the Construction Department 
and in addition has a fine record of 
service in the Armed Forces of nearly 
two years during the war. Mr. Wil- 
kinson began his employment with 
the Company in 1934 and has worked 


Pioneers Plan 


ee first meeting of the current 
year's officers and executive body 
of the Frank H. Woods Chapter of 
the Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association was held in Lincoln on 
Friday, September 5th, at which 
President George Walroth presented, 
for the consideration of the board, an 
outline of the plans for Chapter 
activities during the fiscal year. 
Featuring the progressive program 
was the proposal that the Chapter 
construct a cabin, or outing head- 
quarters, along a lake or river some- 


as a lineman and truck driver until 
his present promotion. Mr. Shirey 
and Mr. Wilkinson operate from Lin- 
coln and Mr. Buck from Hastings. 


Annual Golf Tournament 


|e leaeecioaaaci Country Club at Lin- 


coln was the battle ground for 
this year’s annual medal golf tourna- 
ment of the Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployee’s Golf Association. A goodly 
number of the clan of Divot Gougers 
turned out on the perfect Indian 
Summer day to bang away at low 
scoring honors which entitle the 
champion to possession of the Asso- 
ciation’s cup. The perennial winner, 
Roy Mills, and Ed Dorland shared 
championship honors with low scores 
of 83. It was the second year in a 
row that the Association has had a 
co-championship finale, George Wal- 
roth and Roy Mills last year ending 
in a deadlock for possession of the 
cup. 

The golfers enjoyed a fine dinner 
in the evening at which prizes were 
awarded and officers for the coming 
year were elected. Roy Mills was 
selected as president and A. B. Gor- 
man as secretary. 


To Build Cabin 


where near the middle of the terri- 
tory, where it would be accessible to 
the greater number of Chapter mem- 
bers. The plan met with immediate 
approval and Mr. Walroth was di- 
rected to appoint committees for ob- 
taining a site and to consider con- 
struction details for the project. 
Members of the present executive 
committee are; Mae Meduna, Wa- 
hoo; R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City; T. 
E. Longdon, Fairbury, and R. M. 
Cleveland, H. A. White and Clara 


Jones of Lincoln. 


Meeting in execu- 
tive session are, left 
to right, Otto Nelsen, 
O. L. Sturtevant, H. 
A. White, George 
Walroth, Roy Cleve- 
land, Clara Jones and 
Mae Meduna, 


Recipe of the Month 


UR recipe for October is for 
‘Frikadeller.” In case Frika- 
deller isn’t a common word in your 
vocabulary, you might recognize it 
by its American 
name, Meat Balls. 
Mina Jorgensen, 
secretary in the 
General Plant 
Office graciously 
obliged us this 
month by asking 
her husband to 
translate this re- 
cipe, which has 
been a favorite in their family for 
many generations, from an old Dan- 


ish Cook Book, dated 1866. 


FRIKADELLER 
(Danish Meat Balls) 
1 pound round steak 1/8 cup milk 


1 slice white bread 1 teaspoon salt 
1 egg 1 teaspoon pepper 


Mina Jorgensen 


Grind the round steak. Remove the 
crust from the bread and soak the re- 
mainder in milk. Beat egg and add the 
bread to the egg, mixing well. Add the 
ground steak slowly, mixing it thoroughly. 
Add salt and pepper. Mold into balls. 
Fry them until they are well browned. 
Steam in a covered skillet, adding small 
amounts of water while steaming. They 
should be steamed for fifteen to twenty 
minutes. This recipe will make 6 meat 
balls. 

\/y teaspoon nutmeg and 1/4 teaspoon 
cloves may be added if desired. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. P. Barry are 
the proud parents 
of a baby boy born 
August 30 at the 
Stromsburg Hospt- 
tal. Mr. Barry is a 
member of the 
Osceola Plant De- 
partment. 

Be Pia: Ge ;, 
hes L 3H Ren Bis It’s a girl for Mr. 
FOU UR SIA AL and Mrs. _ Rollie 
Winders. Joan 
Marsha made her appearance on Septem- 
ber 5 at Lincoln General Hospital weigh- 
ing 7 pounds, 13 ounces. Mr. Winders is 
a member of the Supply Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Green are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, Robert Charles, 
born August 27 at the St. Elizabeth Hos- 
pital. Mr. Green is an employee in the 
Service Department. 
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Our Front Cover 


HE studious gentleman who ap- 
pears on our front cover for this 
issue is Ivan Paddock, capable Lin- 
coln switchboardman, who is shown 
making an adjustment in the amaz- 
ingly intricate equipment and wiring 


behind the toll board. 


The facts concerning long distance 
improvements, additions of circuits, 
etc., is a story in itself that we hope 
to relate more in detail later on. 
One phase of these activities is dis- 
cussed on page 5 of this issue in a 
brief description of terminal facilities 
being installed. 


The experience and know-how of 
such men as Ivan are vital factors in 
the furnishing of long distance serv- 
ice, both with respect to the main- 
tenance and expansion of facilities. 
Ivan this year completed 25 years of 
service with the Company. 

The photo was taken recently by 
Bud Eden of the Engineering De- 


partment. 


Tecumseh Party 
(Continued from Page 2) 


Musical selections by the Pioneer 
barber-shop quartette were followed 
by a series of games. President 
George Walroth, the officers in at- 
tendance, and committees were intro- 
duced and Mr. Walroth spoke brief- 
ly. A. B, Gorman, social chairman, 
was master of ceremonies. A delicious 
lunch to the accompaniment of much 
conversation concluded the program. 


Report to L. I. and T: Employees 


W E, as employees, are interested in 

what the Company is doing and 
how it is getting along. This is nat- 
ural because there are few things in 
the lives of most of us that are more 
important to our present and future 
welfare. 


With this in mind, we have pre- 
sented information which we thought 
was both interesting and enlighten- 
ing. A look at these figures doesn't 
make it hard to guess why the Com- 
pany found it necessary recently to 
ask the Railway Commission for in- 
creases in rates. 


Company's obligations, the amount 
left for dividends to the stockholders, 
whose investments make the Com- 
pany’s operations possible, was re- 
duced to only $2.56 per share on an 
annual basis. This is 39.3% less than 
last year! 


Good earnings are indispensable to 
the successful operation of our busi- 
ness. They are necessary to protect 
the interests of employees, customers 
and investors. Employees want good 
wages, customers want good tele- 
phone service and investors want a 
fair and reasonable return on their 


Seven Months Ending July 31 


1946 

Revenues .............--- $2,553,568.00 
Expenses ................ 1,869,494.00 
AES acne oi 300,579.00 
Net Operating 

Income .............. 383,495.00 
Other Income, Net 15,694.00 
Total Income ........ 399,189.00 
Interest Paid .......... 56,600.00 
Available for 

Dividends ........ 342,589.00 
Earnings per Share 

on an annual 

DAGES stats cece: 4.22 


A comparison of the first seven 
months this year with the same 
period in 1946 shows that although 
revenues increased nearly a quarter 
million dollars, expenses jumped up 
much more to over 350 thousand 
dollars. Taxes decreased because 
earnings were down. Our net oper- 
ating income dropped by over 27%, 
and after interest payments on the 


Much credit for the success of 
the party is due the Pioneer repre- 
sentatives who arranged the menu, 
transportation and other details. 
These are Myron Birdsley of Au- 
burn, B. A. Isaman of Humboldt 
who acted in behalf of vacationing 
Mary Meister, Ed Flowerday of Paw- 
nee City, and I. W. Halverstadt and 
Tyler Ryan of Tecumseh. 
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Percent 
1947 Change Change 
$2,777,306,00 $223,738.00 8.8 
2221373.00 351,829.00 18.8 
276,857.00 — 23,722.00 — 7.9 
279,126.00 —104,369.00 —27.2 
-—— 8,379.00 — 24,073.00 
270,747.00 —128,442.00 —32.2 
62,354.00 5,754.00 10.2 
208,393.00 —134,196.00 —39.2 
2.396 — 1.66 —39.3 


investment. With earnings too low 
none of these can be satisfactorily 
provided. 

The Company’s application with 
the Railway Commission was still 
under consideration as we went to 
press. The additional revenue for 
which we have asked is badly needed 
to meet expenses, provide good earn- 
ings and permit required expansion. 


New Pioneer Members 

New members of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association who 
have become affiliated within the 
past 30 days are Hope Adams, Peru; 
Clarinda Lake, Superior; Blanche 
McConkey, Guide Rock; and Georgia 
Smith, Paul Guelker and Howard 
Svahnle of Lincoln. 


al 


Melba Richards chick Qpersfor = 


LUICOfLI, POSES ON Slens of€ a J AY 
| NtORS< FlANCES, 
—— Eaert! a “Gon. | Bil, Marry CHARES INE Ong | 


tay- in Hie Black Hills 
| nar Me. Rushmore - 

| Frances (8 Ip WHE  seeounting 
and Katy in thé Lincoln 
SCIVICE 2 clpart MEPES 


Deru fone, SON or 

HOLOlS Kelp % Glerwi/, 
W729 he EEL 1/7 

he Denver 200% 


Aeoet ge Cah Zz 


Phyllis Mash GejEva 


Vistted her Fees Us He ) 
Family in Wilmington, Ulth f, yi LIHVES a 
SWME. GPA LIKE, Coso, 


i Maxine Meyer oF 
Nebraska City 
yacatoned own 
on the Ferm “new 
SHuUherc: 


Lpprah 7HIE Vicek, , accounting 
Cparlinent FING 2 tala 
Mustang (5tutted ) at 
Colorado SLMIS, Colo. 


Wes LC. Regler aw, ie Liga 
SAVE Bigs TNT, Lith 
Mi. REGVEl; 22 epyrer 
as they paused its Lt: 
SKare Park, MinneBee >. 


Calhishiag ti 
He Bite 
PCM”? CCRVES 


Alot Gooey [ 
Lincolhr traftic, ¥ 


ap Ts ; Crassl9, ren 
Shores of Lake ae CEES ae ra oper inant Bios neh 4 a liso ” 
LCORIQQI « O ate and, LINCOM SECUICE, CMEVE We, VACA. 10. 
z. holds tp zugo fant salmon Dipole Sunny Cal.” In the picrupe Wey 


af Sun Valle nee Dogs cach favs ‘Seounia! lahnal Park 


LAaIPRO + 
: S 2 LaCKOUIT,, 


Clarabelte, SChrol! 
Sonera! rene, oF 
E Ut/O1/) 
th Neus York Cie 


hr Nrs, Frank | 
Kubat, SUpErlor, 
BORA PRE Princéss 
KAIEEN, GOING 
tron Seattle. to 
Microria. 


OH, Ellen * Si, 
Sr Oe 47 he ipa. 
We TREY HE 


bide VIER OF Mtr Mit 
an ere Dx TOA, BOE 


Employess gt Lincoln. 


Mary ¢ Dieteh accounting 
department, IdAS 

deatily oF tre Canadian 
PERCE S on Aer vacaMon 
I) Onitario: 


W Whe horsemalt 2&y¥ 
| Geyser, MonTata 
is Uf Babe) COmg 5 
| of the CONSITUCT A 
Geoartine/, MSH ag 5. 


GL20Y5 Sha ‘Merola ‘Shieh Ss wa 
ox CEnEVE, Ake YOUTTS 
Billy Ror 2 buggy LITE 

SF Rushville, (AA data « 


| erraeeens 


Lee hlenkz iim the ie by 
ar to Cohitorila Fo SpENA 3 
week tuith his. d2ughrsr; 
Wilnalss, (1st? Jat Lake 
hos, Les poses at right 
upon his wri at thé 
Sacramento Airpor?, 


DIKE , SON OF Bll Morris 
¥ the Linco/n Uness 


Bplics, OCS TYMNO / 
the Bhsoke ttilhs 9 


Pull hs Gsistingst of 
the Lincohn H3tHC on 


2 ag vacaHon iff 
Colorado. The ¥als ky dla Schnstoeh, accouny; 
. £ Ad hy [ mee Uf? ing 
Lele Garlock York trafhie are at ldeho Springs one Vi department gets WRSE glimpse 


by Ma ; a | of her nsw MeCE, Karen, ox 


Asha, Marvifi, yeu San 1é90, California” 


the andscap € Of the Bad 


LOIOS OF 
outh Dakora, Charles O/son, (iii, encounters a denizen of BE obi in a rssfaurane at Swisshomé Oregon. TRé SEQUENCE 


of photographs mark his contusion Ond pogrEss at Various momEnrys AUriNg YAé COUNSE of the Feast, 


Nad Lincoln 
hic dspartinent Selb 

he veg of Vhs fart On 
PEL VACIHOS? : 


7, CO Red d ee OF 


faa ae jis 
sundinrt tive 1QGAES pe a 
Lisle for ele, LINCOM) | (eee Canin : weal Ve fe 
TWAIFIC » SWI Mt? Lake ae { 3% HEA CHEYETNIE 


LIAS AD. 


Mt fo} ar, GL EY dAS2SLOS?, de 1 f im ELEVATION 88 Cs ONMNID. 


LAMB DOUWY, SEI, K | 
part af te SCele be 


Grand Lake, Colorado, 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Litle Changes 


Otto Buck 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


Commercial 


Goldia M. Simons, clerk to junior secre- 
tary, Hastings. 


Plant 


John Behrns, groundman to combination- 
man, David City. 

Otto Buck, sub foreman, construction, to 
construction foreman, general plant. 

S. J. Dennis, Jr., groundman to combina- 
tionman, service, Lincoln. 

Milfred Huddleston, cable splicer’s helper 
to cable splicer, construction. 

L. V. Shirey, lineman, construction, to 
construction foreman, general plant. 
Elyon D. Smith, groundman to lineman, 

construction. 
P. A. Wilkinson, lineman, construction, to 
construction foreman, general plant. 


Traffic 


Lillian Baker, L operator to A@L oper: 
ator, Lincoln. 

Berdine Bertram, L operator to NAL 
operator, Lincoln. 

Jacqueline Boldra, A Operator to At’L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Elizabeth Capron, A Operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 

Viola Clough, A&L Operator to NA@L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Patricia DeFord, A Operator to A@L 
operator, David City. 

Iona Fisenbauer, A&L operator to assist- 
ant chief Operator, Syracuse. 

Rae Grannis, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Betty Haith, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Ione L. Hansen, A Operator to A@L op- 
erator, Wahoo. 

Lucille Helgoth, A operator to AGL oper- 
ator, David City. 

June P. Henning, A&L Operator to A@L 
supervisor, York. 

LaVeta A. Kim minau, A operator to AGL 
operator, Hastings. 

Olga Livers, L operator to A€L, operator, 
Lincoln. 


L. V. Shirey 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


P. A. Wilkinson 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


Telen Meents, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Betty J. Neddenrup, A operator to A&L 
operator, Tecumseh. 

Corrine J. Owen, L operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Ann Schneider, L operator to A&L Oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Eldora Van Fleet, L operator to NA&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Evelyn Vinkenberg, L operator to A€&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Hazel G. Ward, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 


MWapeiness DD Beas 


chiens Drusilla Dorland 


of the Lincoln Ac- 
counting Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Robert 
Kucera at a cere’ 
mony performed at 
the Methodist 
Church in Wahoo 
on September 27. 
The couple are liv- 
ing in Lincoln and 
Mrs. Kucera is con- 


tinuing her work. 


First Presbyterian Church at Hastings 
was the scene of the wedding of Mary Ann 
Bockerman of the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment and Richard Dewey of Hastings. 
The ceremony was performed by Rev. 
S. G. Kessler. Mrs. Dewey will continue 
her work. 


Barbara Lewis of the Ashland Traffic 
Department and James Ziegenbein were 
united in marriage at the home of the 
bride’s parents on August 31. After a 
honeymoon in Colorado Springs, the cou- 
ple returned to Ashland where they will 
reside and Mrs. Ziegenbein will continue 
her work. 


af 12. Ye 


The marriage of Nadine Aden of the 
David City Traffic Department to Chester 
Smith took place at the home of the 
bride’s grandmother in David City on 
August 27. After a short honeymoon, the 
couple will reside in David City and Mrs. 
Smith will continue her work. 


Doris Jean Bray of the Nebraska City 
Traffic Department became the bride of 
Everett Vest on September 16 at the Grace 
Lutheran Church in Lincoln. Rev. Leland 
Lesher performed the ceremony. Mrs. Vest 
will continue her work. 


Lois Young, operator at Ashland, and 
Robert Sikyta were married September 5 
at the Cedar Hill Church. Mrs. Sikyta will 


continue her work. 


The wedding of Hazel Kuhns of the 
Nebraska City Traffic Department and 
Robert Tuton was solemnized August 29 
at the parsonage of Rev. Downing of Oma- 
ha, who performed the ceremony. 


Eita K. Vortman of the Hastings Traffic 
Department became the bride of A. G. 
Wollovetz of Hastings, on August 31, at 
the Lutheran Church in Deshler. Rev. 
W. F. Peters performed the ceremony. 
After a wedding trip to Windsor, Con- 
necticut, the couple will make their home 
in Hastings and Mrs. Wollovetz will con- 
tinue her work. 


DeLauris Pape of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department and Harold Kelly were united 
in marriage on September 15 at Marys- 
ville, Kansas. Father Reich performed the 
ceremony. The couple are residing in 
Lincoln and Mrs. Kelly is continuing her 
work. 


The wedding of LaVerne Beasterfeld, 
operator at Tecumseh, to Harvey Richards 
of Sonora, California, was solemnized on 
August 27 in the chapel at Coryell Park 
in Tecumseh. Rev. Thompson of Brock 
performed the double ring ceremony. Mrs. 
Richards has resigned her position, and the 
couple will reside in Sonora. 


Joy Hinman of the Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Jack English 
on September 20 at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Lincoln. Mrs. English will continue her 
work and the couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Leila Broadston, operator at Beatrice, 
and George Lampe were married on Sep- 
tember 14 at the First Congregational 
Church in Diller by Rev. Clark of Fair- 
bury. The couple are residing in Beatrice 
and Mrs. Lampe is continuing her work. 


The marriage of Ruth Ann Shutts of 
the Friend Traffic Department to Clarence 
Rahe of DeWitt took place on September 
17. Mrs. Rahe has resigned her position. 


Valeda Kennedy, operator at Hastings, 
became the bride of Max Rowlison at a 
September ceremony, performed in Has- 
tings. The couple honeymooned in Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs and then re- 
turned to Hastings where Mrs. Rowlison 
will continue her work. 
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Service Birthdays 
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J. M. Abrams K. B. Cary 
Plattsmouth Lincoln 
40 Years 35 Years 


H. H. Moss 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


T. S. Risser 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Georgia Tartsch 
Plattsmouth 
30 Years 


F. P. Darnold 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Forty-Seven Years 


F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 


Forty-Six Years 
E. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
Jay Pugsley, Lincoln 
Thirty-Five Years 
K. B. Cary, H. H. Moss, T. 
Lincoln; J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Two Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-One Years 
Arthur Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Georgia Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 


Jessie Van Trump 
Superior 
20 Years 


S. Risser, 


L. D. Livingston 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Twenty-Eight Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


Pearl Freeman, Table Rock: W. C. 
Stewart, Lincoln; Maude Willey, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Five Years 
F. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Jessie Van Trump, Superior. 
Nineteen Years 


W. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, Flor- 


ence Tatman, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
H. D. Ash, Weeping Water. 
Sixteen Years 
Louise Schmidt, Beatrice. 
Fifteen Years 
L. D. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
W. W. Eden, Lincoln; B. A. Isaman, 
Humboldt. 


Genevieve Griffin 


Maxine Herbes 
Osceola 
10 Years 


Lincoln 
10 Years 


Eleven Years 
T. B. Hedges, G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 

Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln; Maxine 

Herbes, Osceola. 
Six Years 

Velma Abker, Nebraska City; C. E. 
Connors, Dorothy Nelson, Lincoln; Amy 
Dixon, Weeping Water; Lela Watson, 
Beatrice. 

Five Years 


Marie Adkisson, E. G. Brehm, Ruth 
Clark, Viola Fischer, Donavin Frankfor- 
ter, Evelyn Hamilton, S. K. Lawrence, 
R. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln; Mary Barty- 
zelle, Nebraska City; Lauretta Einspahr, 
Hastings; Emily Hanus, Wahoo; W. H. 
Husing, Tecumseh; L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 


JOURNEY’S END 


DR. CLIFFORD R. TEFFT, father 
of Frank Tefft, switchman, passed 
away in Lincoln on September 26. 
Funeral services were held at Rob- 
erts September 29, with burial in 
Lincoln. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent 


Mrs. Armstrong spent the Labor Day 


week-end with her brother at Great Bend, 
Kansas. . . Mrs. VanMatre spent her va- 
cation at California and Rising City. .. . 
Mrs. May is one of those lucky persons 
who received three weeks vacation. She 
is spending it at home. . . . Clara Good- 
fellow is vacationing at Gordon, Nebr. 
. . . Mr. Potter returned from one week’s 
vacation which was spent at home... . 
Newlyweds this month are Barbara Lewis 
who became Mrs. James Ziegenbein and 
Lois Young who changed her name to 
Mrs. Robert Sikyta. Congratulations 
Girls! . . . We welcome Marian Groenjes 
as a new operator. 


David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


With summer fading and fall coming 
into view, we find our vacations also 
coming to an end. However, Camilla 
Selzer enjoyed her vacation the first 
week in September and Merna Stewart 
and Betty Northway will begin their 
vacations this Sunday, September 21st. 
Lucky girls! ... There is one season 
many will be glad to see go and that is 
“Hay Fever” season. Our Chief Oper- 
ator, Miss Swan, was home for several 
days with a seige of it... . Miss Sey- 
mour was a visitor in our office last week. 

.. Mr. and Mrs. Vern Campbell and 
Merna Stewart attended the farewell 
party given at Beaver Crossing honoring 
Mr. Chris Haberman of Seward.... Mer- 
na Stewart spent some time at her home 
in Friend helping her parents celebrate 
their fortieth wedding anniversary. ... 
Ella Adkins, night operator, attended the 
rodeo in Grand Island. .. . Pat DeFord 
we hear had a very enjoyable week-end 
in Denver. She came back al] aglow and 
we’re wondering if we may credit her 
radiance to the “higher” altitude”? How 
about it, Pat? .. , Margaret Anne Rech 
spent last Tuesday shopping in Omaha. 

. . Those who attended the State Fair 
were Bonnie Gill, Lucille Helgoth, Mar- 
garet Cornell, Leola Hines, Pat Emerson 
and Margaret Anne Rech. ... We are 


still having weddings in the office. The 
last one to walk down the aisle was Na- 
dine Aden along with Chester Smith. 
Congratulations Nadine! .. . Harvey Ar- 
magost was out several days due to the 
illness and death of his step-father. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in full swing here. 
Mary Ross and Violet Peterson are 
spending a week in New York visiting 
Miss Peterson’s brother. . . . Velma Ab- 
ker, Kathryn Owens, Mrs. George Placek 
and Miss Bader are all back after spend- 
ing two happy weeks of vacation.... We 
have newly weds this month. Hazel 
Kuhns changed her name to Mrs. Tuton 
and Jeannie Bray changed hers to Mrs. 


Vest. Congratulations Girls! ... Mrs. 
Clifford Rakes is on our sick list. Hope 
to have her back soon. ... Mrs. Edna 


Komma is back working days. Miss 
Betty Griffen and Elaine Gruber are our 
present nite operators. . . . Violet Peter- 
son, Snooks Smith, Jeannie Bray and 
Mary Ross had a happy time in Lincoln 
at the fair. They spent their nights sleep- 
ing at the Y.W.C.A. Others to see the 
fair were Mrs. Tackett, Misses Meyers, 
Freudenburg, Balfour, Abker and Mr. and 
Mrs. George Placek. Recent visitors were 
Mr. McKinzie, Almyra Metcalf, Irene 
Combs, Merlie Markuson and Herb Jen- 
kens. . . . We have one old-comer back, 
Lois Barta. Welcome back, Lois... . 
Marjorie Knoll is attending the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Vacations are still underway. Eva 
Kapke is spending her three weeks of 
vacation visiting at home. John Shipp 
of the Plant Department spent his vaca- 
tion visiting at home in Milford... . 
Seward Area was host to a picnic on Sep- 
tember 10 for Mr. Haberman, our Man- 
ager, who retired. Chicken and all the 
trimmings, along with homemade _ ice 
cream and cake was on the menu. If 
anybody went away hungry, it was his 
own fault. In fact, the gals at the Seward 
office felt pretty rough the next morning 
complaining of what a restless night they 
had spent and also adding “Why did I 
ever eat so much!” A nice program was 
later held in the hall. .... We all wel- 
come Thad Cone as our new Manager. 
Good luck to you, Thad! We’re all behind 
you. ... Speaking of Thad, he had 
quite a time when he was moving his 
furniture in his home the other day. His 
landlord came up to the house and 
asked him when he was going to move 
out. Can you beat that one! Not even 
one foot inside the door and it’s out 
again. ... The “old gray mare” is even 
better than she used to be, so says Lydia 
Kriegshauser, our Chief Operator. It 
seems as though the other night she went 
black walnut hunting. Getting into 
wrong territory, so Lydia discovered, she 
suddenly realized a “Lady Cow” mind 
you, zip-snortin’ after her. Racing like 
she was winning a track meet, she made 
a bee-line for refuge—her car! That’s 
one kind of exercise to keep your figure 
neat and trim. Right? 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Miss Sophia Windels has_ returned 
from her vacation. She visited relatives 
in Springfield, Mo., and Guthrie, Okla. 
... Mrs. Iona Pieper has been trans- 
ferred from Nebraska City to Syracuse. 
She will fill the Assistant Chief Operator 
vacancy when Darlene Johannes, present 
Assistant, leaves the exchange for Lin- 
coln. ... The Traffic Department had 
a surprise farewell party for Darlene 
Johannes, who is being transferred to 


Alice McCartney of York had a wonder- 
ful vacation in California. This scene was 
taken at Catalina Island. 


Lincoln. We played Bingo and presented 
Miss Johannes with a Sheaffer pen. 
Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Vacations are the main point of inter- 
est and those enjoying September vaca- 
tions were E. L. Dorland, who spent one 
week of his at home. Doing what? Ask 
him. . . . Ethel Daharsh, Chief Operator, 
also just stayed at home and claims she 
had no vacation. ... Norma Koukal, 
Cashier, had promised faithfully to stay 
at home to wield the paint brush and 
general house clean, but we learned she 
spent a good share of her ten days in 
Lincoln. . . . Mae Beaty of the Traffic 
Department, spent most of her vacation 
at home with an occasional trip to Lin- 
coln and Omaha... . Our new student 
operator is Angelyn Docekal. Welcome 
to the gang. . .. Homer Olsen, of the 
Plant Department, is spending his vaca- 
tion “down on the farm.” Keep your hat 
on, Homer. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


When the frost is on the pumpkins and 
autumn colors appear on the horizon, 
one yearns for campfires and steaks be- 
fore the bleak winter sets in, and one’s 
thoughts turn to a cozy fireplace, pop- 
corn, apples and a good book. . . . There 
are a few people who prefer to take their 
vacations in the late summer and early 
fall. M. W. Franklin got acquainted with 
his son-in-law’s folks in Illinois, then 
went to Wisconsin and Michigan. Eunice 
Zehr hiked in the mountains at Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Laura Sires visited in both 
Omaha and Tamora. Ferne Burns ac- 
quired Bob Burns’ autograph while at- 
tending festivities in Wichita, Kansas. 
Geraldine Wart journeyed to Portland, 
Oregon. Irene Siefert believes in variety 
so went sightseeing in the metropolitan 
cities of Missouri and then checked up 
on the hillbillies way back in the Ozarks. 
Ken Boshart traveled to Minnesota to 
get the very latest in fish stories. Virginia 
Kuchera went to Seattle, Washington, to 
catch her death of cold. Clara Jones tired 
her muscles by digging potatoes. Vic 
Musselman took off for Washington, 
D. C., by way of the famous Turnpike 
highway. R. H. Spohn visited various 
points of interest in the state of Nebras- 
ka. G. W. Jahn met himself coming and 
going, traveling from one state to an- 
other on a three weeks tour. ... Joyce 
Grabowski claims a record of being an 
only child and an only grandchild... . 
We have rolled out our red velvet “wel- 
come mat” for the new girls — Jane 
Spohn, Dawn _ Purinton, Rosemary 
Younge, Alta Mueller and Barbara 


Moller. . . . The stork has bestowed the 
title “sister-in-law” on Charlene Maca- 
luso. ... Bob Ross has been mighty 


quiet of late and we’re inclined to be- 
lieve it’s the “lull before the storm.” By 


now you’ve probably all heard about the 
recent visit Bob made to his farm at AIl- 
bion. Seems he took his sleeping bag 
with him and was all prepared to spend 
the night on the porch of his unoccupied 
farm house. Surely, it wasn’t the com- 
bination of screeching owls, howling 
coyotes, spooks and goblins that led him 
to spend the night at the hotel instead. 
Could it have been the comforts offered 
at the hotel? ... Each morning Don 
Swanson and Gene Schrank are seen 
matching for coffee and donuts. Gene 
holds the record of paying off four weeks 
straight. Gene, have you checked the 
coin? ... A shade of midnight blue— 
that’s the color of Mr. Sievers new land- 
cruiser Studebaker, we mean Studebakers. 


We’re still trying to talk him out of the 


miniature Studebaker he received as a 
gift with the purchase of the landcruiser. 
. .. Three cupcakes with three lighted 
candles were presented to Dorothy Carl- 


son on her birthday anniversary by Grace 
Hauschild. At the presentation Dona Dell 
remarked, “My, but you look old for 
three.” ... Helen Gill, in her haste to 
get away from the office one day fell 
flat on her face. . .. We are sorry to 
report that Lily Robotham and Frances 
Clinton have found it necessary to spend 
a few days in the hospital. ... The 
“love bug’s’” busy at work placing dia- 
mond rings on the third fingers of the 
left hands of girls in our north room. 
The most recent recipients of these 
tokens of affection are Lillian Trump and 
Imogene Walker. . . . Auntie Marie Vid- 
lock doesn’t qualify as a “baby sitter.” 
That is—not yet. The new niece, Ann 
Louise, still prefers her mother, Helen 
Johnson, a former accounting dept. em- 
ployee. ... Alvina Miller is again busy 
directing bowling activities of the girls’ 
league. This department is divided into 
two teams—disbursement and revenue. 


Scenes from DeWitt and 


Plymou th Conversions 


These views of pre-cutover activi- 
ties at our latest dial exchanges of 
DeWitt and Plymouth are from the 
camera of Chas. Meshier, southern 
district wire chief who has been 
blazing a photographic trail through 
the district in late months. Caught in 
his view-finder were the following: 
1: Perry Caldwell, Francis Darnold 
and Ted Ray at the doorway of the 
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Plymouth C.A.X. building. 2: The 
new brick building which houses the 
equipment at Plymouth. 3: Francis 
Darnold and Ardell Robison, who in- 
stalled dial trunk equipment at 
Beatrice. 4: The DeWitt installation 
crew—Perry Caldwell, Ernest Bar- 
ney, George Keith and Bob Wohl- 
berg. 5: Dan Smith checking line re- 
lays at DeWitt. 
Re Sey & 


Now we’re in need of two cheering sec- 
tions. . . . Dick Hansen is trying to live 
down the humiliation of having left his 
mother waiting at the corner of 14th and 
N street for him to take her to lunch 
the other day. While she waited, Dick 
gorged himself with an extra helping of 
ice cream on a piece of chocolate cake 
in our cafeteria. . . . Congratulations and 
best wishes go to Dru Dorland who be- 
came Mrs. Kucera on the 27th of Sep- 
tember. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


At the rate we’re taking vacations— 
we really should be cleaned up one of 
these days. Our list this month includes 
Harold Cudaback, B. T. Hayes, A. L. 
Higgins, R. L. Martin, O. A. Nelson, Don 
Utterson, Les Shirey, Vernon Bailey, Bob 
Hohnstein, Cy Hutchison and Harry 
Rogers. They were all very quiet about 
how they spent all that spare time—so 
we haven’t any stories to pass on.... 
We bid our fond adieus to Thad Cone 
this month when he officially left us to 
become manager at Seward. We under- 
stand he spent part of this month va- 
cationing, also. . . . New employees in- 
clude R. L. Rodaway, L. E. Reighard, 
R. E. White, J. R. Jones, E. O. Lytle and 
Allen Behm, who transferred from the 
Service Department. We had a number 
of employees who left us this month to 
return to school, among them were: R. E. 
Martin, D. L. Hoffman, Bob Cardwell, 
Bob Kucera, W. F. Lynn, F. M. Kruse 
and Glen Warren left us to take up other 
employment. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


We are happy to welcome a new Ware- 
house employee, E. W. Drewel. Eldon 
is on mail delivery and pickups at the 
present time. We also welcome J. E. 
Giest, a new employee in the General 
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Billy Lani and his wife, left, 
Smith and her sister, Ava 


: Hamann, enjoyed the cool mountain breezes at Manitou 
mercial depariment and Mrs. Smith is assistant chief operator at Lincoln. 


Repair Shop. . . . Anne and Leona Pavel 
did a lot of paper hanging at their home 
during their vacations. . . . From the re- 
ports of the postal cards received from 
Axel Berglund he is enjoying a very nice 
vacation in Minnesota. . Wesley T. 
Haas has traveled to California for his 
vacation. After arriving there he de- 
cided he would like to absorb some more 
of that California sunshine so he is tak- 
ing an extended vacation and expects to 
report back to work October 13th. ... 
Oscar Lewis did some visiting with rela- 
tives at Plattsmouth along with just 
resting at home. . . .H. M. “Bud” Miller 
spent his vacation in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. . . . Geneva was the place 
of interest for Charles Connors during his 
vacation. . . . Those spending their va- 
cations at home include Frank Blockwitz, 
R. E. “Dick” Grant, Ernie Royce, John 
Litzenberg, and W. R. “Bill” Knee. ... 
Congratulations are in order to Rollie 
Winders who has a new baby daughter, 
Joan Marsha... . Mr. Huddleston took 
a sudden trip to the hospital but fooled 
everyone and was back to work a couple 
of days later. . . . We are sorry to report 
that Harry Smith is on the sick list. 
Harry is taking a long and needed rest 
at the Veterans Hospital. We wish you 
a speedy recovery, Harry! ... Well, 
Charles Hanson takes a deep breath and 
is preparing for the annual inventory 
which is less than a month away. 


Lincoln Commerical Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Evelyn Hamilton and her husband 
have a way of conserving on the food 
bill, especially on meat. Recently the 
Hamiltons were attending a steak fry 
and when the time came to fry the 
steaks they had everything such as dishes 
and silverware but no steak. Now wasn’t 
that a slick way to get two meals that 
included a meat dish (steak) for the 
price of one? . . . We just couldn’t let a 
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month go by without mentioning vaca- 
tions. Ima Jean Wear jaunted back to 
her home state of Illinois and spent a 
most pleasant time in Peoria. . . . It was 
McCook, Nebraska, for Dean and Irene 
Hamilton where they relaxed and en- 
joyed the heat of September. ... So 
many of the folks had split vacations this 
year so if you’ve noticed duplicate names 
in print that’s the reason. C. Eggerss has 
been mentioned in three different issues 
due to his three-week split. This being 
his last week he decided to just stay 
around home.... Mary Ann Maser 
spent her second week just sleeping late 
and experimenting with the cook book. 
. . . Mr. Overcash spent a week with his 
son in Colorado, while Mr. Schlentz spent 
his time shining and fixing up his car. 

.. It was another week of playing 
mother at the H. Spahnles’ as Howard 
consented to becoming one while his 
wife took a trip to Iowa. Howard wasn’t 
too successful though as Stevie, the older 
son, hurt his hand the first day of the 
experiment. ... Mr. Gore just played 
golf and practiced bowling. . . . Fall al- 
ways means housecleaning and that’s 
what Marge Whiting experienced... . 
And still new people are showing their 
faces around here for the first time and 
Catherine M. Erdkamp, Shirley M. Tin- 
dal and Tom Quinn are this month’s new 
addition. Tom Quinn happens to be a 
brother of Bill Quinn so you can see 
that the Irish are being well represented 
around here. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in full swing in the 
Service Department. Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Winscot spent two weeks in Wyoming 
and Colorado visiting Estes Park and 
other points of interest. . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. John Fischer vacationed in the 
Ozarks, and in northern Minnesota where 
they fished and enjoyed cooler weather. 


yielded to a reckless urge and traveled to the famous vacation spot of Tijuana, Mexico, while Georgia 
Colorado. Mr. Lant is with the Nebraska City com. 


... Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Miller and fam- 
ily spent a week in Colorado, touring 
the Rocky Mountains and visiting other 
interesting points. . .. Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Green took a three weeks trip 
to the coast. They traveled by bus via 
Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle, re- 
turning via Butte, Billings and Chey- 
enne. While visiting in Los Angeles Bob 
met an old friend, Russell Dewar. Mr. 
Dewar was an employee of the Company 
several years ago, and he sends his re- 
gards to all of his friends. ... Jay Pugsley 
spent two weeks of his vacation doing 
the house work, etc. We are glad to re- 
port at this time that Mrs. Pugsley is 
home from the hospital, and getting 
along very nicely. . Mr. and Mrs. 
Lyman Neff made their annual trip to 
Washington and Oregon, visiting their 
daughter and son-in-law (Noye Aeschle- 
man, former employee) in Vancouver, 
Washington, and their son and his fam- 
ily in Tacoma, Washington. Lyman re- 
ports they had a wonderful three weeks 
vacation. . . . Walter Vidlock spent the 
biggest part of his vacation visiting the 
dentist. . . . Boyd Wedgwood, Jess May 
and Jim Baxter stayed at home during 
their vacations. ... Allan Behm has been 
transferred from the Service Department 
to the Construction Department and 
Lloyd Jenkins to the Switchroom. ... 
Robert Southworth resigned in Septem- 
ber to attend the University. . .. Art 
Lamberson has been absent from work 
for several weeks, due to an injury to 
his arm. ... We are glad to see Robert 
Hurley back on the local testboard after 
having been absent for several weeks 
due to a fractured heel. He is hobbling 
around on crutches, and will have to wear 
the cast for some time. ... Alex Geist 
and Rex Winders made a business trip 
east to Chicago, IIl., and the Goodyear 
Rubber Plant at St. Marys, Ohio. ... 
By the way it’s Grandpa Hassler now, 
and a very proud one indeed. Vicki Ann 
Hertzler made her appearance at the 
Lincoln General Hospital on September 
6th. . . . New employees in our depart- 
ment are Norma Sondergard and Racie 
Saathoff, operators on the Service 
Board; and Mrs. Alice Hobson, typist in 
the Switchroom. Mr. Hobson (Dick) is 
an employee in the General Traffic De- 
partment. Congratulations are in 
order for Jimmy Green who is the 
“Proud Papa” of a baby boy, Robert 
Charles, born August 27. The baby is 
named after his grandfather and a Ma- 
rine buddy of Jimmy’s. ... We all wish 
to extend our sincere sympathy to Frank 
Tefft in the loss of his father, Dr. Clif- 
ford Tefft. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we write the News for September 
(of which there doesn’t seem to be a 
lot), we note many changes. The hot, 
hot summer of which we complained so 
loudly is being replaced by balmy, fall- 


The tee-off at the annual medal tournament of the Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf 
Association. Ed Dorland, fourth from left, and Roy Mills, fifth from left, were co-- 
champions and will have joint possession of the Association’s cup for the coming year. 


like days; our circuits are being changed 
and new ones are being added, and also 
caught in the ever-changing panorama are 
our girls. A familiar phrase is, ““Doesn’t 
she look different in that long skirt!” ... 
We are still telling about vacations, and 
there are many—Ruth Marcks, with her 
husband, spent a very enjoyable one in 
South Dakota; Ruth and Lola Hether- 
ington hied themselves off to Lawrence 
to visit home folks; Norma Bailey visited 
her father in South Dakota; Marie 
Portsche, Ruth Goslin, Ella Hansen, Vir- 
ginia Stiles and Vera Wasson rested and 
enjoyed the comforts of home; Della Wil- 
cox is vacationing in California (we hope 
her ardor is undiminished and her dreams 
are coming true); Arvilla McMahon is 
visiting in Jefferson City, Missouri; Ber- 
nice Itzen is spending her vacation at her 
home in Guide Rock, and Darlene Multer 
is contemplating a trip to California.... 
Miss Melba Richards, our Chief Oper- 
ator, has returned from a vacation trip 
through the East.... Mrs. Georgia Smith, 
Senior Assistant Chief Operator, is spend- 
ing the time at home—and in conclu- 
sion of this subject, yours truly is con- 
templating a vacation in Chicago... . 
We welcome new employees as follows: 
Lucille Buss and Mrs. Bernice Pierce, 
taught by De Lores Glover; Betty Walsh 
and Viona Schomaker, with Ruth Marcks 
instructing; Mrs. Joan Lemmon instructed 
by Wilma Wergin and Doris Armstrong 
and Myrna Merry on local. . . . Arvilla 
McMahon loves the beaten path—to Fre- 
mont. There must be a reason, Arvilla. 
._. . Headline Edition! Dan Cupid has 
again been darting in our midst with 
skillful aim as evidenced by tell-tale 
beautiful diamonds on the hands of Mar- 
garet Hoppert, Phyllis Warner, De Lores 
Glover, Ruth Furry and Donna Vybiral. 
Congratulations, girls! ... We've all 
gone domestic — just hearing Hazel 
Nichols tell about her housecleaning. The 
job is complete and her house spic and 
span and all done ‘during her evenings! 

_, “Mrs. Kelly is wanted on the tele- 
phone,” was repeated several times in the 
cafeteria, but it fell on deaf ears; Mrs. 
Kelly paid no heed until the noise be- 
came a din You see until recently she 
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had answered to the name of De Lauris 
Pape. . . . The marriage of Joy Hinman 
to Jack English took place at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Saturday, September 20, with 
Father Daly officiating. ... Miss De 
Lauris Pape became the bride of Harold 
Kelly on Monday, September 15, the 
ceremony taking place at Marysville, 
Kansas. We offer congratulations! ... 
We are concerned about J. J. whose mind 
seems to be “deep in the heart of Texas.”’ 
In conversation she invariably reverts to 
a rodeo rider. ... Jean Marchand has 
been transferred to the General Traffic 
office. . . . Jeanette Kropp has resigned 
because of her health. . . . Mary Ramey, 
Beverly Owens, Leona Becker and Bonnie 
Eis have resigned to attend University. 
. . . Mable Volpp is spending a few days 
visiting relatives and friends at Pierce 
and Bloomfield. . . . We do admire the 
modesty of D. N. but just couldn’t help 
mentioning the fact that her high bowling 
score rated mention in the paper... . 
We hear De Vere Fischer is that way 
about a certain football player. 


Southern District 


By Margaret Lenhart 
Beatrice 
Margaret Lenhart and Pauline Portschy 
Correspondents 

A cheery smile that is seen in the Com- 
mercial Office is that of Shirley Gish, 
who is the new Commercial Clerk, suc- 
ceeding Margaret Lenhart.... Leila 
Broadston became the bride of George A. 
Lampe in a candlelight ceremony at 7:30 
P. M., September 14, 1947, at the First 
Congregational Church in Diller; Rev. 
Clark of Fairbury officiating. The couple 
will reside in Beatrice. ... Marcella 
Morris is taking it easy spending her va- 
cation at home—Well! At least we hope 
she’s taking it easy! . . . Vey Warren is 
spending a wonderful three weeks in The 
Dalles, Oregon. Quite a country. Any- 
thing can happen, Vey! ... We're glad 
to welcome Bobette Breese, Wilma 
Bethel, Helen Meents, Colleen Turnbull, 
and Margaret Elliott as new students. 
Shirley Koch and Dolores Kaiser are the 
new toll students under Mrs. Menke. 
Mrs. Joyce Eden is back to work 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


Fat oy | Me) Wael 8°, of Ae eee eee 1047 
June, 1, 1947... 1103 
July 1, 1947 ocecceecceecceeeceeeees 1084 
Paiguist 1, 14 ceca 1100 
peprember 1 1047.2 cies 1106 
October 1, 194s 1167 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 


Central Disc. 1528 
Eastern Loistrret nics 981 
HOUtHEeM: LISEPICE ice scccdsawnes 681 
Western District neces nvi. 1248 
i ’c |: Feeney eee 4438 
Total Stations in 
Service 9-30-47............ 88,849 


after a two month honeymoon. Don’t 
you wish you were single and happy 
again, Joyce? 
Cook 
Mrs. Lageman’s mother, of Owens- 
ville, Missouri, is very ill. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Wire Chief J. C. Gear and Mrs. Gear 
have returned from a three weeks vaca- 
tion trip to Washington and Canada. In 
Washington they visited three of their 
children, spending five days in Long 
Beach, Washington, a vacation spot... . 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Robinson have re- 
turned after spending a few days in 
Denver shopping. Mrs. Robinson is em- 
ployed in the Traffic Department... . 
Earl Schemmerhorn, Plant, is vacationing 
in Loveland, Colorado, where he will 
spend a few days visiting friends before 
he and his wife tour the points of inter- 
est in that part of the state... . Helen 
DeBord, Traffic, who has been enjoying 
a two weeks vacation, and sons, Bob and 
Frankie, have had as recent houseguests 
Mrs. DeBord’s two brothers and a sister, 
all from the State of Washington. . . f 
Annabelle Stocker, Traffic, is spending 


a month’s vacation at home... . Mary 
Jackson, Traffic, has returned after a 
three weeks’ vacation at home. . .. Mr. 


and Mrs. W. E. Macdonald of Beatrice 
were recent visitors in the office... . 
Geraldine Huss, Leila Turner and Elsie 
Schoenrock, of the Traffic Department, 


were State Fair visitors. . . . Eileen 
Aubert attended the fair at Hanover 
Kansas. .. . We wish to welcome Ruth 


Goekin to the Traffic Department. . . ; 
A Girl, Rita Ann, was born on August 22, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shepherd. Mrs. 
Shepherd was formerly of the Traffic 
Department, 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondnt 


Since our last news in July a variety 
of events have taken place. First vaca- 
tions—Nona Brusnahan spent hers very 
pleasantly with relatives in Wisconsin 
Dells, Wisconsin. Betty Mead took an 
eight-day bus tour to Colorado Springs. 
We are sorry Betty resigned on Septem- 
ber 1, to take up another line of work— 
this time to be a beauty operator. 
Dorothea Heckman spent her vacation at 
home. James Alldritt also spent his va- 
cation at home. However, Jim spent part 
of his time laying new floors. ... We 
welcome Vera Bishop as our new oper- 
ator. ... Just at a time when we were 
desperate for help, Marie Gifford came 
to our rescue. So happy to have you 
back, Marie. . . . Funny why Ruth Ann 
end Vera both decided on appendecto- 
mies within a week’s time. We are glad 
both have recovered nicely. Vera re- 
turned to work this week, but Ruth Ann 
decided otherwise. Instead, she was 
happily married on Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 17, to Clarence Rahe of DeWitt. 
Very best wishes from all of us, Ruth 
Ann... Seven of our employees, Mrs. 
Massie and Mrs. Alldritt, attended the 
picnic in Beaver Crossing, honoring Mr. 
end Mrs. Chris Haberman... . Roberta 
Redman is on her vacation right now, 
not saying too much about it. She may 
have a surprise for us! 

Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Padgett and children 
of Nashville, Tenn. (she was Harriett 
Slagle, former cashier), called on Cath- 
arine Gillan. .. Mary Meister enjoyed 
her three weeks’ vacation. She spent a 
few days in Wichita, Kansas, visiting 
relatives and hunting out ali the good 
fishing spots. ... Betty Lou Herr and 
Mariella Williamson participated in the 
Coronation program at the opening of the 
Richardson County Fair. 

Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Jerrie Murphy spent August 30, 31 and 
September 1 in Omaha visiting friends. 
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| CASH LOANS 

| Your Co-operative Credit 
| Association is in a position to 
make installment loans for 


| ears, refrigerators, home appli- 
| ances, home improvements, 
| medical and hospital bills, or 
for any other worthy purpose. 


We are always glad to talk 
over your financial problems 
with you and be of such assist- 
ance as we can. 


| 

| EMPLOYEES 
CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT 
ASSOCIATION 


school needs, fuel, purchase of 
| 
Room 200 
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... Miss Edna Ragon is enjoying her 
two weeks vacation. . . . Mrs. Thompson 
started her vacation on September 29th 
and plans to go to Colorado. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Drake and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Husing attended the Rodeo 
at Sidney, Iowa. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Mrs. Cecelia Taylor is spending her 
vacation in York, Lincoln and Omaha. 


Fairmont 
Mrs. Elizabeth Little has been spend- 
ing her vacation at home. 


' Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Again there has been a lot of vaca- 
tioning in the Geneva Traffic Depart- 
ment. Emma Ebbeka vacationed at 
home, as did Hazel Drummond. Helen 
Adermann, Chief Operator, visited in 
Seward and Lincoln during her vacation. 
... Phyllis Fellows and Evelyn DuBois 
spent September 14 and 15 in Lincoln. 
; Dorothy Dittmer, a former em- 
ployee, was a recent visitor in the Geneva 
Traffic Department. . . . Phyllis Fellows 
and Evelyn DuBois are being transferred 
to the Lincoln Traffic Department. We 
will all miss these two girls... . Can 
you imagine this? Miss Aderman, Chief 
Operator, put her own telephone on sec- 
retarial service by mistake. Perhaps she 
hasn’t recovered from her vacation yet. 


Harvard 


Anna Larson, Chief Operator, has re- 
entered the Mary Lanning Hospital at 
Hastings for further treatment. 

Hastings 
Eva Belle Ross and Connie Alberts 
Correspondents 

We wish to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new girls to the Traffic 
Dept. They are Coralee Utecht, Dolores 
White, Dorothy Eldred, June Karsting, 
Aletha Bennett, Luetta Anderson, Arline 
Johnson, Yvonne Rakestraw, Darlene 
Aulner, Marjory Moler, Coleen Kort and 
Betty Kuhn. ... We were sorry that 
Darlene Leber was forced to resign due 
to ill health. . . . Could the sparkler on 
Mary Dickerson’s third finger, left hand, 
be the reason for the added sparkle to 
her eyes? The same question might be 
asked of Gertrude Scheierman who is 
also proudly sporting a new diamond. 
We wish these two prospective brides 
much luck end happiness. . . . Our con- 
eratulations to Mrs. Richard Dewey, 
formerly Mary Ann Bockerman. You 
might have told us, Mary Ann. . .. Our 
congratulations also go to Mrs. Max 
Rowlison, who, before her recent martri- 
age, was Valeda Kennedy. The couple 
spent their ten day honeymoon in Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs. ... Aryllis 
Beirow is enjoying a two week vacation 
at the time of this writing. She is visit- 
ing her family and friends in Holdrege. 

Ruth Compton, her husband and 


daughter, Joan, vacationed in Colorado 
Springs and Denver. Joan left last week 
to resume her musical career in New 
York and Mrs. Compton accompanied 
her to Chicago where they spent three 
wonderful days together. . . . Connie Al- 
berts enjoyed a three week vacation at 
Lake Canobie, N. H., and Boston, with 
friends from Omaha.... Mrs. Belle 
Meester spent her vacation in Portland, 
Oregon, visiting her daughter and family. 
. . . Vernell Johnson spent a week visit- 
ing her parents in Bonesteel, South Da- 


kota. . . . Charlotte Keller spent part of 
her vacation in Iowa. She was also in 
Lincoln and Omaha. ... Girls just re- 


turning from their vacations are Audrey 
Ransom, Geraldine Paulson and Donna- 
belle Budler. We hope you girls had a 
good time. ... Many of the girls en- 
joyed the State Fair in Lincoln... . 
New toll students are Mrs. Erma Keenan, 
Marjory Vrana, Connie Alberts and Mary 
Dickerson. Mrs. Vrana was _ recently 
transferred from Superior. ... We are 
all sorry to see Darlene Huff leave for 
California. Good luck, Darlene... . 
Congratulations to Mrs. A. G. Wollevetz, 
formerly Katy Vortman. We wish you a 
lot of happiness, Katy. ... The lucky 
girls with diamonds this month are Vel- 
ma Stamer and Iva Mae Thompson. They 
seem plenty happy about it, but why 
shouldn’t they? Congratulations, girls. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Bessie Nippert is spending her 
vacation in Villisca, Iowa, visiting her 
son. Her sister, Mrs. Belle Sims, is work- 
ing during her absence. 

; Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 

Betty Beebe returned to work Septem- 
ber 16 after spending her two week vaca- 
tion at home. . . Ann Seymour spent a 
few weeks in the Osceola Area during the 
forepart of September. . . . The follow- 
ing yarn, as told to us by one of the 
local merchants, is deemed worthy of 
mention. It seems “Mrs. John Doe” ect 
Shelby was in our city a short time 
ago, and entering one of the local stores, 
asked to use their telephone. Receiving 
permission from the store’s owner, she 
walked to the back of the building where 
the telephone was located. Shortly 
thereafter the proprietor heard a peculiar 
cranking noise in the back of the store. 
Going back to investigate, he discovered 
Mrs. Doe busily engaged in turning the 
crank on the pencil sharpener in an effort 
to ring through to the operator. 

Stromsburg 

We received welcome visits during the 
month of August from three former oper- 
ators: Maxine Olson, now living in Se- 
attle, Washington; Helen Lindberg of 
Stockton, Calif.; and Alice Dickson of 
Omaha. 

Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

Patricia Gourley, Bertha and Olga 
Anderson spent their vacations in Denver 
and Colorado Springs.... Frances Meyer 


also went to Colorado to spend her va- 
cation. . . . Bert Kline went to Kingsley 
Dam to spend the last week of his vaca- 
tion fishing. . . . Mr. Frank Kubat, Area 
Manager, and Mary Ann Robinson, Chief 
Operator, are also vacationers but at this 
writing we don’t know much about their 
vacations. . . . Mrs. Blanche Linson is 
a new operator here, having been trans- 
ferred from the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment. ... Helen Thorup and Olga 
Anderson attended the State Fair. Olga 
missed the L. T. & T. Co. exhibit but 
Helen enjoyed it immensely. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 

Duane Grove spent part of his vaca- 

tion visiting his sister in Illinois. 
York 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

“All that glitters is not gold,” at least 
not at the York exchange— it’s diamonds. 
Two beautiful engagement rings have re- 
cently appeared and two happier girls 
you have never seen than Norma 
Schneider and Alice McCartney. We 
wish them all the happiness in the world. 
... June Henning, our new supervisor, 
says, “It isn’t right. I’ve been going 
steady so long.” Her “steady” recently 
gifted her with a beautiful cedar chest 
so what’s she complaining about? ... 
Artis Bowen has a new short “hair-do” 
that is really terrific.... Mildred Heiden 
and Gertrude Richert have completed 
their toll training. From all appearances 
they are quite polished. Gertrude was 
very confused one day when she wanted 
to give an operator a “da” report and 
said “ad” instead. ... Arideen Rhoads 


completed training of new local students 
Alice Lind and Bernice Heiden and im- 
mediately undertook the instructing of 
Carmen Sullivan and Dorothy Klee- 
meyer. We always welcome new faces, 
especially when they are as shining with 
ambition as these.... The York girls have 
just completed some special instructions 
from Miss King on achieving a pleasing 
operating tone, with accentuation on the 
“rising inflex.” It’s the number one 
thought in our minds these days. Thank 
you, Miss King. We certainly enjoyed 
your visit to York. . . . Marvin Garlock 
lost his wife the other day. Guess where 
he found her? Velma was in a local 
dress shop buying a new suit. See, it 
doesn’t pay to lose your wife. . . . Jean 
Harter looks more cheerful since she’s 
back on her early trick. That’s reason 
enough for a smile. Some of the girls that 
have recently been promoted to better 
hours just don’t know how to act when 
they are relieved at the early hour of 
7:30 P.M. I heard that one of the super- 
visors had to explain to Norma Schneider 
that she didn’t have to came back any- 
more after working eight hours a day 
even if it was only 7:30. She still doesn’t 
believe it. . . . Darlene Klemz had “desk 
fright” after being promoted to desk 
classification rate but she’s fine now. 
On vacation at the present time are 
Norma Schneider who believes in seeing 
Nebraska first, and Luree McCarty who 
has gone west to get acquainted with the 
Denver sights and some of those western 
breezes. . . . Ardith Peters returned re- 
cently from California where she met up 
with real California sunshine. Ardith 
also brought back some nice souveniers. 


Pole Breaks But Line Holds 


ae unusual picture of a pole 

break was sent to us by F. E. 
Behm, general plant superin- 
tendent, who thought it would be 
of interest to telephone folks. 


The break occurred on the 
forty wire toll lead between Ne- 
braska City and Auburn during 
the early summer rampage of the 
Nemaha River north of Auburn. 
The flood washed out the north 
bank of the river and tore the 
pole loose from its setting. The 
force of the water snapped off 
the forty foot pole just above the 
fourth cross arm and the amazing 
part of the incident is that the 
circuits across the river remained 
intact and functioning perfectly 
until the damage could be re- 
paired. The pole was guyed with 
a messenger across the river 
above the fourth cross arm which 
held the top firmly and which 
undoubtedly accounts for the 
unusual break at that particular 
point. 
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Who oversstimatsd the, amount of ieeady nixed ‘cement 
necessary fo build 9 foundation under: his barn. When 
that job was doné and sezing a goodly amount of cement 
i over, Bud- with the. hel g. his wife, children and 
f neynbors, » but ita pes of front door Steps , two Splash 
while he did a bit oF rowing . Roy looked || and showered the Wall, Floor and ie crema Sit in ae pm en sera 
0 just j in time fo see his Precious uipment Dick's = suit with black ink. quite a pile of cement left over which he dumped 
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RoyOjers, at considerable expsnss, re trouble 
gota new rod and res! which he thought was far 
00 fins 40 usé on Nebraska City bull-heads-but he. 
used to cabry it around town to show to, the, 
Envious local anglers. On his rectnt trip to 

é lakes hé put tt to its firs USE, and on 
his maiden voyage he laid it gently on the, 
Seat, with his baited hook trolling out behind 


Dick Hobson (Seneral traffic) came 
stlomate Gel wile tind 
fo clean it out i ore nol 
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<4 | Lydia Kriegshauser, (Seward) ran the endied | in 
1} 9:00 fat while gathering Walnuts a few Eveni gS ASO. 


A customer ina store 

at Osceola nearly Wore 

out the pencil sharpener 

while trying to ring 
the operator. 


the ae department was a 

bit He aed: On FECEIVINE an Expense 

from the construction office 

bearing the approval of “RV. Covered" 

but investigation revealed that the 
a nature, belonged to R.V.Clifford , 

o had only momentarily for- 


eee he was. 


The way of the fom 
franspréssor IS hard -F.'=: § 
as Viola Dunn (Fairbury) 
learned on the day of 4 


bud sie rt had an ‘inspiration fora vay 
Opa this vacation trip. He bought a Supply 

F Junk elcnones, fixed + hem up ahd took cn 
along with him. On ‘arriving In the Black Hills 
he set out for & indian Reservation and 
better eae efile them. niaete Oo nee 

q S 

10 the inside wall of 9 Fes nse! ov 


No- He ISNT IN WRIGHT AE Hic 007s 


re EXCUSE MES HEY BE Ban ATS MCT 
pase N~ WOULD You Cape. used 


B ee ICs e's OUT! 


Virginia Kinseth,of the 
construction office, 
got a siege of mes 


_ ons morning and after 
y forcing herself into an 1.J. Devoe got on the elevator ‘the other 


t+ub-and other day wits a prescription bore in his 


cold + 
rtyou i A subsided and she cams 40 pa org eb tia mut “ins pocket 
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Dick Hanson~ mail clerk , Lincoln, let the force 
of habit get the better ‘of him when he followed 
the noon line to the cafeteria and stowed away 
a a generous measly not remembering that his 
her was waiting onthe corner for him 
to keep his engagement to take her to 
U * 
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The new and attractive telephone building 


at Plattsmouth which now becomes the exchange and area headquarters, 


Platismouth Becomes Dial Operated 


alt R. AGEE, this is Clement 
Woster, Mayor of  Platts- 
mouth. This is the first official long 
distance call placed over our new 


T. H. Pollock, Platitsmouth’s first Inde- 
pendent telephone manager, has the honor 
of placing the first local call over the new 
dial system. 


dial telephone system and I thought 
it proper and appropriate to call you 
and express our thanks and appre- 
ciation for a fine new telephone 
system. I know the people of 
Plattsmouth are mighty happy about 
ih we 

With these words by Mayor 
Woster spoken to John H. Agee, 
vice president and general manager 
at Lincoln, Plattsmouth’s new dial 


Platitsmouth’s operating room with a 
four position swiichboard appearing ai right. Inspecting the new 
equipment, lefi to right, are T. H. Pollock, Elizabeth Edwards, 
Hilda Fitzgerald, Chief Operator Hilda Johanns, Fred Davis of the 
Automatic Electric Company, Merlie Markuson, General Traffic 
Superintendent C, C. Donley, Searl Davis and Wm. Baird. 


portion of the new 


system was officially inaugurated at 
10:00 P. M. on the evening of Octo- 
ber 23. Shortly thereafter, Mr. T. H. 
Pollock, a pioneer in Independent 
telephone circles and Plattsmouth’s 
first Independent telephone manager, 
was given the honor of placing the 
first local call. The cut-over cere- 
mony was witnessed by a group of 
Plattsmouth’s prominent business and 
civic leaders and by Company offi- 
cials and employees. John Schriner, 
president of the Plattsmouth Cham- 
ber of Commerce, pushed the button 
which gave the signal for the cut- 
over. 

Plattsmouth, with its 1,524  sta- 
tions, is the second largest dial ex- 
change served by the Company and 
is the third area point to become 
dial operated, the others being Lin- 
coln and Sew- 
ard. Forty-three 
of our 120 ex- 
changes now re’ 
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ceive dial serv- | 
ice and nearly 
50% of the to- 
tal number of 
stations are dial, 
the latest  sta- 


tion report showing 44,323 dial and 
44.526 manual. With the exception 
of Weeping Water, all exchanges in 
Cass County, of which Plattsmouth 
is the county seat, are dial operated. 

The conversion at Plattsmouth 
culminates many years of planning 
and preparation. It was first seriously 
discussed as early as 1936 when the 
idea found favorable reception among 
business men there but because of 
poor crop and business conditions 
the plan was shelved temporarily. 
Shortly after the beginning of the 
war in Europe in 1939, Plattsmouth’s 
population began to soar because of 
the influx of workers at bomber and 
munition plants located nearby. The 
demand for telephone service also 
took a pronounced turn upward and 
the conversion of the exchange was 
again brought into consideration as 
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Left, John Schriner, president of the Plattsmouth Chamber of 


manager, at Lincoln. In attendance, left to right, are Lyman Neff, 


Commerce, presses the button which signals the moment of the K. L. Lawson, General Commercial Superintendent Merle Hale, 


cut-over. Observing the ceremony are George Walrothn, directory 
and methods supervisor, at left, and a group of prominent business 


men at Plattsmouth. 


Right, Clement Woster, Mayor of Platitsmouth, places the first 


R. D. Andrews, Henry Schneider, E. H. Bernardt, Richard Welch of 
ihe Automatic Electric Company, Area Manager Adrian Newens, 


George Barney, General Plant Superintendent F. E. Behm, J. S. 


long distance call to John H. Agee, vice president and general business office. 


a means of meeting the need for ad- 
ditional facilities. Late in 1941 plans 
were made to construct a new build- 
ing and install dial equipment. The 
War Production Board came in be- 
ing shortly thereafter, however, and 
because of shortages in materials 
and equipment, the conversion was 
again postponed following an unfa- 
vorable decision from the Board on 
our application to proceed. During 
the war and in the period immedi- 
ately following, conditions were 
such that little progress was possible. 


In the spring of 1946 the ground 
for the new building was broken and 
construction work in connection with 
the expansion and improvement of 
line and cable facilities was begun. 


Viewing the central office equipment are a number of Platts- 
mouth’s business leaders. The three employees at right are Roy 
Carlson, George Keith, district installation 


Francis Darnold. 


Relaxing in the attractively appointed operators’ lounge 
are Alice Petersen, Pearl Sutton, Agnes Uhlic, Alice Sharpnack, 


Rose Janda and Harriett Wynn, 


Telephone instruments also were 
changed to the new dial type. The 
building was substantially com- 
pleted and installation of the dial 
switching equipment was bezun in 
June, 1947. The entire project cost 
approximately $165,000.00, the ma- 
jor expenditures consisting of $38,- 
000.00 for the new building, $76,- 
000.00 for central office equipment 
and $50,000.00 for plant additions 
and maintenance. 


Dial conversions are successfully 
completed largely because of careful 
planning, close coordination — be- 
tween departments, and the initiative 
and know-how of the employees who 
do the work. All of these factors 
were very much in evidence in the 
case of the 
Plattsmouth 
cut-over and it 

(Continued 

on 
Page 11) 


supervisor, and 


Jackson and R. H. Ojers. The setting shows part of the new 


Standing ready at the new dial switch- 
ing equipment to make the cut-over are 
Ernest Barney, Robert Wohlberg and 
Jack Caldwell. 


the Bell Company’s reluctance to 
build rural lines because their return 


Dial Conversions 


per unit was considerably less than il 
| d ST that of city telephones. The Bell, 
j : 7 5 
however, was firmly entrenched in Chronological lirder 
the town and did not stand idly by 
while the new company began to Exchange Date 
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the first towns to have a glimpse of 
the newly-invented telephone. 

The telephone was introduced into 
Nebraska by Louis H. Korty, of 


Omaha, who, as a visitor to the 


Telephone Managers 
at Plattsmouth 


J. K. Pollock 1912-1918 
E. G. Brown 1918-1919 


native community. He came home 
and made a canvass of prospective 
subscribers to a proposed locally 
owned company, and when 125 


ping off the Bell connections and 
throwing the instruments out upon 
the court house lawn. 

In 1912 the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company purchased the 


townspeople assured him they would 

take the service he and T. E, . ae sp ranbenstasabne RELATE snabenn 
Parmele, on July 29, 1899, filed ar- Mask <4 RAC ae Rensselaer 
ticles of incorporation for the Platts- 8 ares 
mouth Telephone Company. 

The opportunity for competition 
was ripe, for telephone development 
in Cass County was lagging behind its 
neighboring counties, there being 
less than one telephone per uridred 


Philadelphia Centennial Exposition in 

1876, had seen Alexander Graham ae 
Bell’s exhibit there. He became 
greatly interested in it and after his 
return he sent to Boston for two of 
the instruments in order that he 
might experiment with them. On 


B.acedds® 


1919-1922 
1922-1922 
1922-1923 
1922-1925 
1925-1928 
1928-1934 
1934-1938 
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stock of both Plattsmouth companies 
and consolidated the exchanzes. The 
building of the Independent company 
was used for the combined exchanes 
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and the Bell office was removed 


C. H. Jensen 
Ray Misner 

George Dobson 1939-1942 
Wm. L. Eckles 1942-1946 
Adrian Newens ........1946°1947 


from above Wescott’s store. 


November 18, 1887. the telephones 
The Plattsmouth operating force in i9i9. 
For the benefit of the “old-timers” we list 
them left to right, Chief Operator Helen 
Wallick, Nettic Foster, Assistant Chief 
Hulda Goos, Bertha Lewis, Grace Paxton, 
Anna Aggenberger, Sophia Sievers, Dell 
Aggenbercger and Pauline Bajeck. 


were connected for the first time 
and presumably they worked all 


right. | | | 
} inhabitants. This was mostly due to 
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Just a Chip Off the Old Block 


(Left) Hastings’ young pitching star, Dick Spady, was signally horored last summer 
as Nebraska’s representative at Brooklyn in the ‘Brooklyn against the World” series, He 
recently signed as a member of the Brooklyn Dodgers “farm” club at Mobile, Alabama. 
At right, his baseball-minded dad, John Spady, area commercial manager at Hastings, 
shown in a picture taken during his pitching days not too many years ago. 


lisence was a time, not too many 

years ago, when the umpire’s an- 
nouncement: “The batteries for the 
Hastings Merchants— Spady and 
Hoosis,” was quite enough to dampen 
the ardor of hopeful sluggers on the 
Opposing team for the Spady “fire- 
ball” was well known and highly re- 
spected throughout the length and 
breadth of the “west-end.” Some of 
the ball-playing veterans of World 
War I who faced the big pitcher in 
those days swear that his fast one. 
whizzing by, left exactly the same 
sensation as a near-miss from a 
“Kraut” three-incher. 


Whatever may have been John 
Spady’s notions on entering the field 
of professional baseball he cast them 
aside and pursued his career of be- 
coming a telephone man and Has- 
tings gained a good telephone man- 
ager; Adams County, a gentleman 
farmer; and a local barber-shop quar- 


tette profited by his deep, booming 
Bos, A ; 
Dass voice. The national pastime has 
always lain close to his heart. how- 


ever, and through the years from 
his own playing days until the pres- 


ent time he has been prominently 
identified, in sundry capacities, with 
local baseball talent. 


It followed naturally, as his son 
Dick grew up, that John would spend 
a lot of time with him out in the va- 
cant lot, teaching the rudiments of 
curves and floaters. Dick was an 
apt pupil and his development was 
rapid. Three years ago, as a fifteen- 
year-old, he made his debut as a 
member of the Montgomery Ward 
club in the Hastings City Midget 
League and pitched his team to the 
championship. 


The pastime in the town is well 
organized under the Hastings Amer- 
ican Legion baseball program headed 
by Don Duncan, and is said to be one 
of the finest in this part of the coun- 
try. This was to Dick’s good fortune 
for the youngsters work only under 
the scrutiny of expert coaches —and 
budding pitchers, especially, are care- 
fully watched to prevent them from 
“throwing their arm away.” 

Midget coach, Mel Herzog, passed 
the boy to the Legion Juniors in 1945 
but an injury prevented his working 
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a great deal on the mound that sea- 
son. Then last year, he blossomed 
out again and pitched the Juniors to 
the Big Six league championship and 
was an all-state pitcher. At the an- 
nual three game series between the 
outstate and Omaha all-stars, Dick 
contributed largely toward the out- 
staters’ victory in the final game. 
Coach Joe Bauer of the Junior Le- 
gion was in charge of Dick’s progress 
during these two years and had done 
his work well. Back in the east the 
big league scouts were beginning to 
bend a questing ear to the tales of 
his pitching prowess. 


This year Dick is attending Has- 
tings College and performed for the 
Hastings Sultans and the Glenvil 
Town Team. The signal honor of the 
year was to be chosen as the lone 
representative of Nebraska in the 
“Brooklyn Against the World” se- 
ries in late summer. In September he 
affixed his signature to a Double-A 
contract with the Mobile, Alabama, 
club, a farm team of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers and on arriving home, con- 
tributed five hundred dollars of his 
bonus money to the Hastings Amer- 
ican Legion baseball committee with 
the suggestion that it be used for the 
purchase of baseballs, bats and 
catchers’ equipment for the boys of 
the leagues. 


An editorial in the Hastings Trib- 
une sums up the story of the bequest 
in these words: “He didn’t forget the 
men who gave him his start—the 
competition that developed his native 
ability and helped him to capitalize 
on the teaching of his baseball- 
minded father. He remembered how 
badly baseballs, bats and other equip- 
ment are sometimes needed by 
youngsters in the lower phases of 
the program. His $500 will keep 
them playing here. And the best that 
the rest of us can hope for is that the 
program develops hundreds of other 
boys like Dick Spady. Then we won't 


have to worry about the future. 


To these sentiments we add our 
personal conviction that there would 
probably be more boys like Dick if 
there were more dads like John. Dick 
plans to remain in college until time 
to attend training camp at Pensacola, 
Florida, next spring. 


Company Director 
King of Aksarben 
EONARD E. HURTZ of Omaha, 


a member of the Company’s 
Board of Directors, last month re- 
ceived the signal honor of reigning as 
King of Aksarben at the annual 
coronation of this traditional event 
in Omaha. The coronation is the so- 
cial highlight of the year at Omaha 
and the honor of being chosen King 
is given only to business and civic 
leaders who have distinguished them- 
selves by their activities in the com- 
munity. 

Mr. Hurtz was general manager of 
the Company from 1906 to 1921, 
when he was made vice president, 
serving in that position until 1923. 
He is now president of the Fairmont 
Creamery Company at Omaha and 
is a director in a number of other 
prominent firms. He is actively affili- 
ated with a large number of indus- 
trial and civic organizations. 


Telephones In Nebraska 


fi ce eauaes to a report issued by 
the Nebraska Telephone Associa- 
tion there were 305,290 telephones in 
Nebraska on January 1, 1947. At that 
time our Company was operating 
84,411 and the Northwestern Bell 
reported 155,289. Since the first of 
the year our Company has had a net 
gain of 4,438, raising the total sta- 
tions in service as of September 30 
to an all time peak of 88,849. 

The 6,000 Independent Telephone 
Companies in the United States were 
operating 5,950,000 stations at the 
end of 1946, a gain of 14% over 
1945. 


_twenty years 


fietired Employees Are Honored 


The second annual dinner, honor- 
ing those employees who had trans- 
ferred to the retirement payroll dur- 
ing the preceding thirteen months, 
was held at the Hotel Cornhusker, 
Lincoln, on October 25. Host to the 
occasion was the Board of Directors 
and the list of Honored Guests in- 
cluded Ralph Burkett, Lincoln; Ida 
B. Ronne, York; William E. Cum- 
mings, Hastings; Henry Fred Apking, 
Hebron; Emma L. Bradley, Douglas; 
Clyde W. Boyles, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; 
Hattie Wilcox, 
Long Beach, Calif.; 
T. S. Burr, Hast- 
ings; William P. 
Conn, Vancouver, 
Wash.; William L. 
Eckles, Nelson, 
Chris Haberman, 
San Diego, Calif.; 


Mr. Agee paid fitting tribute to the 
record and achievements of the re- 
tiring employees, of the strong friend- 
ships which have been formed and 
will continue to bind them with all 
members of the organization. Mrs. 
Bradley and Messrs. Cummings, Ap- 
king, Macdonald, Burr and Eckles 
responded with short talks reminis- 
cent of early-day telephone exploits 
and adventures. Each Honored Guest 
received from President Thomas C. 


T. S. Burr of Hastings receives an individually inscribed 


W. E. Macdonald, electric clock from President Thomas C. Woods. Similar presen- 


Beatrice, and 
Bridget Divis, Steinauer. 

The service record of this group 
combines for a total of four hundred 
an average of more 
than thirty-two years per employee—— 
a most amazing figure. It is 
nearly the span of seven normal 
lifetimes. Certificates representing 
their years of service in the telephone 
industry were presented to each of 
the Honored Guests by J. H. Agee, 
Vice-President and General Man- 
ager, who acted as Master of Cere- 
monies. 


tations were made to each honored guest. 


Woods an electric mantel clock with 
individually inscribed plaques in cita- 
tion of their service—mementos 
which will doubtlessly be proudly 
displayed by the recipients. 

It was to be expected and regretted 
that several of the Honored Guests 
would be unable to attend the din- 
ner. For them remembrance cards 
were prepared and autographed by 
all those present and were mailed to 
them at their present address. Each 
absent guest was sent an electric 


clock. 


Scene taken following the dinner at which directors and officers of the Company 
paid tribute to employees retired during the past year. Honored guests seated, left to 
right, are Henry F. Apking, W. E. Macdonald, William E. Cummings, Emma L. Bradley, 


W. L. Eckles and T. S. Burr. 


The Lady Pioneers Have 
A Hallowe'en Party 
Mrest a setting of pumpkins, 

witches on broom sticks and 
a varied assortment of hob-goblins, 
the lady pioneers gathered for their 
annual exclusive party at which 
men of the male sex are strictly not 
on the invitation list. As usual it was 
a hilarious occasion at which the cos- 
tumes, both appropriate to the sea- 
son and otherwise, added much to 
the gaiety. 


The affair was held in the club 
room of the General Office Build- 
ing at Lincoln on October 10. A de- 
licious supper brought forth many 
“Ohs” and “Ahs” of appreciation 
as well it should. In the costume 
judging department Ruth Straka’s 
pirate attire won first prize with 
Ardena Pearson and Myrtle Hiner 
taking runner-up honors. 


The ladies proved that they were 
just a bunch of gamblers at heart by 
their reckless squandering in the 
horse racing game that followed. 
Mrs. Marcia Watson broke up the 
game, not to mention the bookies, 
by winning $7,000 on the last race 
when “Loose Connection” romped 
in ahead of “Dead End” for first 
money at 8 to 1 odds. 


The evening was concluded with 
selections by the Pioneer Barbershop 
Quartette (who let those guys in 
anyway?) and by a session of group 
singing. 


Margaret Lindblad, ladies social 
chairman, and her versatile commit- 
tee received much well deserved 
praise for their efforts in arranging 
the party. 


There was only one sour note and 
the “News” staff ruefully accepts 
full responsibility. Something went 
awry with the focusing device on the 
Speed Graphic with the result that 
pictures are conspicuous by their 
absence. We're sorry, gals. We hope 
to do better next year—that is, if we 
get invited. 

The committee for the Ladies’ Pioneer 
party. Left to right, standing, Huldah Gess- 
ner, Chairman Margaret Lindblad, Elsie 


Powell, Cecile Anderson; seated, Clara 
Jones and Florence Tatman. 


Death Comes To O. P. Knee 


On October ninth, in Los Angeles, 
death came to Orion P. Knee, eighty- 
one, who was known as “Onie” to 
his wide circle of friends in the Com- 
pany and _ else- 
where. At the 
time of his re- 
tirement thirteen 
years ago he had 
given more than 
forty-five years 
of continuous 
service to the in- 
dustry. 


In July 1889, 
as a young man, he entered the field 
as an employee of the Bell Telphone 
Company at Nebraska City, his first 
duties consisting of installing tele- 
phones, clearing trouble and oper- 
ating the switchboard at night and, as 
was the custom in those days, he set 
his goal toward becoming skilled in 
every phase of the business of pro- 
viding and maintaining telephone 
service. This was considered neces- 
sary to be eligible to bear the title of 
“telephone man.” 


O. P. Knee 


In 1891 he was transferred to Lin- 
coln and placed in charge of the in- 
stallation of P. B. X. and special tele- 
phone equipment. The central office 
in Lincoln, at that time, was located 
on the third floor of the old Richards 
Block at 11th and O streets and 
boasted of 750 subscribers. From 
1893 until 1904 he worked in Hast- 
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ings as switchboardman, returning to 
Lincoln as plant inspector. He came 
to our Company at the time of the 
merger of the competing exchanges in 
1912. 

During his years of employment 
from this time his work as switch- 
board and central office equipment 
installer took him into nearly every 
town and hamlet of the territory and 
his circle of friends broadened. He 
will be mostly remembered as a 
skilled craftsman, a staunch repub- 
lican and an inveterate fisherman. He 
retired on pension in September, 1934 
and has since made his home in Lin- 
coln, Washington State and Cali- 
fornia. Nine of his ten children sur- 
vive him, one of his sons, William, 
being an employee of the general 
shop at Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

‘pas following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mu- 

tual Benefit Association during the 

month of October. 

Primary members: Catherine M. 
Daugherty, Accounting Department, 
$41.20; Herbert Huddleston, Supply 
Department, $13.20; W. D. Harp, 
Supply Department, $25.00; F. J. 
Bettenhausen, Treasurer's Office, 
$5.00; Mrs. Aner McKinzey, Cedar 
Bluffs Traffic Department, $193.50; 
Effie E. Smith, Tecumseh Traffic 
Department, $45.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. E. O. Wait, Te- 
cumseh, $12.00; Rita Olson, Lincoln, 
Ce Be ae 


Hats Off To Tommy 
‘Beier nurs is a subject that 


we don’t hear as much about as 
we used to during the drouth and de- 
pression days because it isn’t quite the 
problem that it was at that time. 


Tommy Longdon, area manager 
at Fairbury, however, is one who 
doesn't believe in relaxing on this 
most important phase of the job 
just because conditions are brighter. 


The record of the Fairbury area 
in this department has been consist- 
ently outstanding for many years. 
The last collection report shows just 
five cents per telephone in uncol- 
lected revenue, a most remarkable 
performance for which Mr. Longdon 
and his staff deserve the highest 
commendation. 


And that’s not the end of the story. 
Public relations at Fairbury are not- 
able for their excellence. This means 
that our subcribers are receiving good 
service and that they have a favor- 
able attitude toward the Company, 
its policies and the folks who do the 
job. Such situations do not just 
happen. They are the result of intel- 
ligent and conscientious effort con- 
tinuously applied. 


That’s why we say “Hats off to 
Tommy.” He’s the leader in a field 
where high performance is the rule 
and you have to be good to be first. 


Happiness D\ Bead 


Eunice Carl- 
son, Accounting 
Department, be- 
came the bride of 
Francis Smith of 
the Construction 


Department, on 


we October 12. at 
iS the Thabor Lu- 


theran Church in 
Wausa. After a honeymoon in Chi- 
cago, the couple are residing in Lin- 
coln where they both are continuing 
their work. 


Marie Adkisson of the Lincoln 
Tratfic Department and Claude 
Haught were united in marriage on 
October 14 in Graham, Texas. Rev. 


Recent Suggestion W inners 


Dan Smith 


fee very fine suggestions recent- 

ly were chosen by the Sugges- 
tion Committee as being both prac- 
tical and worthwhile and awards were 
presented to Dan Smith of Wymore, 
George Mann, A. B. Smith and Guy 
C. Artz of Lincoln, who originated 
them. 


Briefly described in respective or- 
der the suggestions were: color- 
cording of power panel switches at 
exchanges where Traffic Depart- 
ment employees are obliged to change 
power and ringing equipment from 
commercial to emergency power; a 
new lighting arrangement for the 
fourth floor of the General Office 
Building; converting end gates on 
cable trucks to work benches; and the 


George Mann 


A. B. Smith 


use of a sleeve spreader in cable 
splicing work. 

The Suggestion Plan has proven 
definitely that the folks on the job 
are in positions of particular ad- 
vantage with respect to observations 
of the work and the formulation of 
new ideas which when adopted and 
put into use become beneficial for 
everyone concerned. Cash awards are 
made for such suggestions, you know, 
and if you have any good ideas 
meandering around through those 
grey cells you had better send them in 
to the Suggestion Committee at Lin- 
coln. Special forms for submitting 
suggestions may be obtained from 
your supervisor or by writing to Guy 
Seaton, personnel director, at Lin- 
coln. 


Duncan performed the ceremony. 
The couple are residing in Texas. 


The marriage of Lorene Good, op- 
erator at Dorchester, and Harold 
McCullough of Friend, took place 
in York on October 11. The couple 
are residing in Friend. 


The wedding of Janice Brown, 
Cashier at Hebron, and Henry L. 
Kripal took place in the Lutheran 
Church at Hanover, Kansas, on Oc- 
tober 17, 1947. The Reverend O. K. 
Okie officiated at the double ring 
ceremony. The bridal couple spent 
the weekend in Denver, Colorado. 
Mrs. Kripal will continue working. 


The wedding of Velma Abker, 
operator at Nebraska City, and 
Charles Stock of the Construction 
Department was solemnized on Octo- 
ber 26 in the chapel of the Methodist 
Church in Geneva. The couple will 
reside in Nebraska City. 
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Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the list of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘‘News’”’ accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 
Three room furnished apartment. Any- 
one knowing of a vacancy please notify 
Gertrude Holmes, Business Office, Lin- 
coln. 


Blessed Events 
=z Mr. and Mrs. 


eves Roger Ghormley 
announce the 
birth of a daugh- 
ter, born October 
30 in Lincoln. 
Mr. Ghormley is 
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Quoted in full from ‘American Machinist 


How Employees Benefit 


This is the first installment of an 
article concerning the Labor-Manage- 
ment Relations Act of 1947-—the so- 
called Taft-Hartley Bill. Because of the 
general interest in this national legis- 
lation, we have thought it appropriate 
to publish in its entirety this article 
which appeared in a recent edition of 
the “American Machinist.” Although, 
of course, any legislation can be inter- 
preted finally only by the courts, we 
believe the article to be a good presen- 
tation of the law’s provisions. The ar- 
ticle appears here in its original form 


and has not been edited by us in any 
way. 


é haa primary purpose of the new 
labor law is to promote peace- 

ful settlement of labor disputes 

through collective bargaining. 

It does exactly that by requiring 
“the employer and the representative 
of the employees to meet at reason- 
able times and confer in good faith 
with respect to wages, hours and 
other terms and conditions of em- 
ployment.” 

To that end, the new law estab- 
lishes “a Federal Mediation and Con- 
ciliation Service” to aid the parties 
in reaching an agreement. 

These facts may come as a shock 
to those who have been told that 
the new law is a “slave labor Jaw” 
and a law to bring about a depression 
and unemployment. The truth is that 
the law gives the industrial workers 
of this country greater protection in 
many respects than before against 
injustice and wrongdoing. Let’s see 
why this is so: : 


Existing Contracts Continued 


Notwithstanding any provisions of 
the new law, every existing contract 
and every contract entered into with- 
in 60 days after passage of the law 
will be treated as valid, provided that 
the new contracts made within that 
time limit do not run for more than 
one year. 

The single exception to this rule 
is that agreements granting checkoff 
without the consent of the employee 
cannot continue beyond July 1, 1948. 

Congress actually dealt gently with 
the rights involved in existing agree- 


ments, despite the fact that it had 
the power to wipe out all existing 
agreements (a power which it freely 
exercised against the employer un- 
der the Fair Labor Standards Act). 

Rights of unions and employees 
in current agreements are thus well 
preserved. 


Right to Organize. 


Under the Wagner Act, employ- 
ees were protected in the right to 
organize and in the right to bargain 
collectively through a union of their 
own choosing. 


These rights are retained in the 
new law. In a number of particulars 


they are protected more than they 
‘were before. 


An employee’s right to organize is 
protected from all interference. This 
carries with it his right to join a 
union of his own choosing and his 
right to refuse to join. 

Formerly a union could go through 
all the trouble of an election and 
win the election and be certified by 
the Labor Relations Board. Where- 
upon the losing union still would be 
free to attack and obstruct members 
of the winning union, because the 
employer, as required by law, recog- 
nized the winning union. The new 
law gives the National Labor Re- 
lations Board the authority to stop 
this interference. 

To illustrate: Manufacturing em- 
ployees formerly might have chosen 
a CIO local to be their bargaining 
agency. When their products were 
to be installed in some building in 
another city, the AFL employees 
often struck the building rather than 
permit the CIO products to be used. 

This practice.completely destroyed 
the market for the products of the 
CIO employees—all because the em- 
ployees had made use of their right 
to organize by choosing a CIO union. 

The same would be true if factory 
employees elected an AFL union and 
ClO employees in control some- 
where else in the country attempted 
to boycott the AFL-made products. 
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FROM THE NEW 
LABOR LAW 


The new law permits the National 
Labor Relations Board to issue an 
order and even to seek a court in- 
junction forbidding such activities. 
It thus protects the right of “manu: 
facturing employees to organize and 
to choose their own bargaining agent. 


Jurisdictional Strikes 


Other kinds of jurisdictional 
strikes, in which one union fights 
another, also are made unlawful and 
subject to prohibition by the National 
Labor Relations Board—all for the 
purpose of protecting the right of 
employees to choose the particular 
union which they desire to repre- 
sent them. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board is in a position to settle such 
questions peacefully and justly with- 
out forcing rival unions to engage 
in a “dog-eat-dog” policy at the ex- 
pense of their members. 

Union Security 

The closed shop, union shop, 
majntenance of membership and like 
forms of union security are dealt 
with on a compromise basis. The 
compromise takes into account the 
union complaint against “free rid- 
ers,” yet protects the individual 
worker against arbitrary conduct on 
the part of some unions. 

It is one of those compromises 
which will not satisfy extreme ad- 
vocates of the open shop or of the 
closed shop. 

Under no circumstances may a man 
be discharged for non-membership 
ina union if he tenders his union 
dues. On the other hand, he may 
be required under some circum 
stances to tender union dues for the 
term of the contract. 

Agreements providing, in effect, 
for maintenance of union dues may 
be entered into if a majority of em- 
ployees in the bargaining unit vote 
in favor of such an agreement by sec- 
ret ballot held under the auspices 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board. 


No other form of closed shop, 


union shop or maintenance of mem- 
bership is permissible under the new 
law. 

The net result is that no employee 
can be compelled to support a union 
against his wishes except by a ma- 
jority vote taken by secret ballot. 
At the same time the union is pro- 
tected against “free riders” if such 
a vote is taken, but cannot deprive 
a man of his job merely because it 
elects to keep him out of its mem- 
bership. 

The individual employee hence 
has two new protections: (1) assur- 
ance of the right to express his 
opinion by secret ballot held under 
supervision of the National Labor 
Relations Board; and (2) job se- 
curity, because the union no longer 
can deprive him of his job so long 
as he pays the usual union dues. 


Protection of Union Members 


Before any labor organization can 
institute any proceeding before the 
National Labor Relations Board to 
secure an election or to protect its 
right to organize, it must file these 
reports and papers with the govern- 
ment: 

1. A copy of its constitution and 
by-laws (with the Secretary of La- 
bor), giving the name, title and com- 
pensation of its three principal offi- 
cers. It also must reveal the names, 
titles and compensations of all other 
officers receiving more than $5,000 
per year. It also must state the man- 
ner in which such officers were 
elected. 

2, A statement showing the 
amount of initiation fees and dues 
required of members. 

3. A statement of its assets, in- 
come and disbursements for the last 
fiscal year, together with proof that 
a copy of such financial report has 
been furnished all of its members. 

4. Affidavits (with the National 
Labor Relations Board) by each offi- 
cer of any labor union seeking relief 
from the Board and by each officer 
of the national or international union 
with which it is affiliated. Each affi- 
davit must state that the officer is 
not a member of the Communist 
party and is not a member of and 
does not support any organization 
which believes in or teaches the over- 


throw of the United States govern- 
ment by force or by other illegal 
means. 


Individual employees or minority 
groups now possess the right to 
have grievances adjusted in their own 
behalf and in harmony with the col- 
lective bargaining agreement in force, 


Nebraska Law 


This article deals with NA- 
TIONAL legislation. 


For Nebraska, the recently 
enacted Court of Industrial Re- 
lations law requires arbitration 
of labor disputes arising in pub- 
lic utilities which are not settled 
by bargaining or mediation. 
Strikes or lockouts are made il- 
legal in public utilities. The de- 
cisions of the Court of Industrial 
Relations shall be binding on 
both parties. 


Also for Nebraska, a law was 
recently enacted to make oper- 
ative a Constitutional amend- 
ment passed in 1946 by the peo- 
ple of the State, which makes it 
illegal to deny employment to 
any person because of member- 
ship or non-membership in a la- 
bor organization or to enter into 
a contract which would so ex- 
clude anyone from employment. 


provided the union representatives 
are given the chance to be present at 
such adjustment. 


Checkoff of union dues will be 
legal hereafter only by the individual 
employee voluntarily signing his con- 
sent. 

Any employee who works under 
an agreement requiring union mem- 
bership as a condition of employment 
is entitled to seek relief from ex: 
cessive or discriminatory initiation 
fees by asking the National Labor 
Relations Board. 

If any employee or group of em- 
ployees 1s dissatisfied with his or 
their bargaining agency, application 
may be made to the Natonal Labor 
Relations Board for a secret ballot 
election. But such election is not to 
be held until 12 months after any 
previous valid election, 


(To Be Continued Next Month) 
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Plattsmouth Cut-over 
(Continued from Page 3) 


would be difficult to over-empha- 
size the efficiency and cooperation 
with which the project was handled. 


Much credit is due the area and 
district offices for carrying out their 
‘front line” responsibilities. District 
Manager John McKinzie and Area 
Manager Adrian Newens may take 
a bow in behalf of their staffs. The 
folks in the Accounting Department 
who worked the cut-over “blanket” 
order gave us explicit instructions to 
pay special tribute to Georgia 
Tartsch, Plattsmouth cashier, for her 
excellent job of preparing the order 
which they say was practically per- 
fect. Georgia also had a large hand 
in preparing the special cut-over di- 
rectory in which she was assisted 
by Thelma Tritsch, clerk. 


The plant-force at Plattsmouth, 
under the supervision of Wire Chief 
Joe Abrams, did a fine job of chang- 
ing the subscribers telephones to the 
dial type. These were Robert Hu- 
miston, Dean Bogenreif, Marvin 
Koch, Ben Anderson, Lloyd Lane 
and Humphrey Ash. The important 
cable splicing work was handled by 
Roy Mills and Cliff Artz and George 
Hansen and his crew took care of 
the extensive line construction. 

The central office equipment was 
installed under the supervision of 
District Installation Supervisor 
George Keith by Perry Caldwell, 
Francis Darnold, Dave Guthrie, Rob- 
ert Wohlberg, Jack Caldwell, Ernest 
Barney and Ardell Robison. Mr. 
Darnold and Mr. Guthrie also in- 
stalled the new switchboard. 

Plattsmouth will remain a toll cen- 
ter and calls will be handled through 
a new four position switchboard. The 
operating staff, with Hilda Johanns 
as chief operator, will remain prac- 
tically intact. All but one of the 
twelve operators will continue their 
duties at Plattsmouth and Alice 
Petersen will transfer to Weeping 
Water as an operator. In addition to 
long distance calls, the Plattsmouth 
operators will handle calls for “In- 
formation,” the service department, 
the business office and the like, for 
Plattsmouth as well as for unattended 
dial exchanges located in the vicinity. 


Promotions, Transfers 
and Title Changes 


R. L. Clinton 
Lincoln Main- 
tenance Inspector 


Iona Pieper 
Asst. Chief 
Opr., Syracuse 


Accounting 


Frances R. Clinton, service operator, Serv- 
ice, to machine operator, Accounting. 


Commercial 


Arlene Rollins, A&@L Operator, Traffic, to 
typist, General Commercial, Lincoln. 
Plant 
Allan G. Behm, combinationman, Lincoln 

Service, to lineman, Construction. 
Ray L. Clinton, combinationman, Lincoln, 
to Lincoln Maintenance Inspector. 
John P. Fowler, combinationman, Auburn, 
to combinationman, Tecumsch. 

Alfred E. Linden, warehouseman to shop- 
man, Supply. 

Raymond P. Minich, groundman to con- 
struction driver, Construction. 


Traffic 

Elizabeth Benda, A operator to NA@L 
Operator, Wymore. 

Barbara Blockwitz, desk Operator to L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Lucile A. Buss, A€?L operator, Beatrice, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 

Arlene Cline, NA@L Operator to A®&L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Gloria Friesell, L operator to NL operator, 
Lincoln. 

Marian Groenjes, A operator to A&L 
operator, Ashland. 
Patricia Harkins, A Operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 
Mildred Heiden, A oper 
ator, York. 

Vera Kastenschmidt, A Operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Blanche Linson, 


ator to A@L oper- 


AGL operator, Hastings, 
to AG@L operator, Superior. 

Alice L. Petersen, A€¢I, operator, Platts- 
mouth, to Weeping Water 
Jona Pieper, AGL Operator, t 
chief operator, Syracuse. 
Gertrude Reichert, A Operator to A€/I, 


Operator, York. 


O assistant 


ne 

Elsie Schoenrock, AL. operator to NA@?L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Carol Strohm, A&L Operator 
chief operator, Table Rock. 

Shirley E. Young, A Operator to Atel 
operator, Ashland. 


to evening 


JOURNEY’S END 


MR. ABE LINCOLN, step-father 
of June Henning of the York 
Traffic Dpartment, passed away 
September 25. Funeral services 


were held at York on September 
aT. 


MR. CHARLES BADER, father of 
Lillian Bader, chief operator at Ne- 
braska City, died October 14. Fu- 
neral services were held in Ne- 
braska City on October 16. 


REV. HERMAN E. STUDIER, 
father of Herman M. Studier of the 
Construction Department, passed 
away October 10, at the age of 88. 
Funeral services were held October 
13 in Lincoln. 


MRS. EVALENA MILLS, mother of 
Rose Carlson and Lilly Robotham 
of the accounting Department, 
passed away October 20. Funeral 
services were held October 22 in 
Lincoln. 


Recipe of the Month 
VERYONE is always searching 
for something new and different 

in the line of sweets, for the Holi- 
day Season. With 
this in mind, 
Mary Bethschei- 
der of Hebron, 
who knows all 
there is to know 
about good things 
to eat, shares her 
recipe for “Un- 
usual Candy” 
with us this 
month. We are 
sure, however, that after one trial of 
this delicious recipe, that it will be 
the “Usual Candy” that is made in 
your house. 


Mary Bethscheider 


UNUSUAL CANDY 


| cup sugar 4 cups corn flakes 


1 cup light corn l cup cocoanut 


syrup 1 cup nutmeats 
ly cup cream 

Cook sugar, syrup, and cream to soft 
ball stage, and then add corn flakes, 
cocoanut and chopped nuts. Mix well. 
Drop by spoonsful on waxed paper. Makes 


about four dozen. 
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Those "Little Things” 
Are Important 


dle public forms its opinions of 

the Company not only by our 
general policies and qualities of serv- 
ice, but also by many so-called “little 
things” that it observes or with which 
it comes in contact. For example, a 
courteous “Thank You” or tactful 
handling of a complaint or adjust- 
ment will go far toward making a 
friend for the Company.*We also are 
judged by such things as the attitude 
and appearance of installers and 
trouble men, the pleasant manner and 
efficiency of our operators, the neat 
and well kept appearance of our of- 
fices and motor vehicles, the accuracy 
of our monthly statements and many 
other similar things. 


Such matters may seem small and 
of little consequence. Quite often, 
however, a customer may form a last- 
ing opinion, either favorable or un- 
favorable through such a contact or 
experience. It is important to keep 
in mind when serving a customer 
that to him we are the Company. 
What we say and do are in behalf of 
the Company as its representatives. 
An extra effort toward being pleas- 
ant, understanding, efficient and 
courteous not only pays dividends in 
good public relations, but makes our 
jobs easier and more interesting. 


Journey's End 
MR. CLAUDE CLARY, father of 
Claude Clary, Jr., switchman at 
Lincoln, died October 22. Funeral 
services were held October 23 at 


Auburn. 


Radiotelephone 


Service Grows 
\" OBILE telephone service is now 
available along the entire motor 
route between Boston and Washing- 
ton, D. C. It will serve motor ve- 
hicles within the reach of the 250 
watt transmitters situated at or near 
Boston, Providence, New London, 
New Haven, New York, New 
Brunswick, Trenton, Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, Baltimore and Washing- 
ton. This is the third such chain 
to be placed in service by the Bell 
System. The first was put into op- 
eration between St. Louis and Chi- 
cago early this year, and the sec- 
ond between New York and Albany 
a few weeks ago. These three sys- 
tems are links in what is expected to 
become, through the combined etf- 
forts of the Independent and Bell 
telephone companies, a nation-wide 
network serving the major highways 
of the nation. 

In this vicinity, mobile telephone 
service was introduced in Des Moines 
and Omaha last July. Ultimately it 
is planned to extend mobile service 
across lowa and Nebraska on High- 
way 30, as well as through the ter- 
ritory of our Company by further 
additions. 

Radiotelephone service-on trains 
also was recently demonstrated for 
the first time by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad operating between New 
York and Washington. Passengers on 
speeding trains may, within the not 
too distant future, be able to com- 
municate with almost any telephone 
subscriber in the World. The prin- 
ciple, of course, is similar to that used 
in highway mobile service. 


New Library Books 


“"N OTHING So Strange” by James 

Hilton, and “rroud wvestiny ’ 
by Lion Feuchtwanger, have been 
added to our employees’ library this 
month. These are both among the lat- 
est fiction books published and _ pro- 
vide very interesting reading. The 
library, located in Room 203 of the 
General Office Building, is open to 
all employees and all are invited to 
check out any book that may be of 
interest to them. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Herbert Huddleston 
Lincoln Lincoln Wahoo 


35 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
Milo Caslasky, Anna Seymour, Lincoln. 


Forty-One Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 

Thirty-Five Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-Two Years 
F. M. Adkins, Sutton. 


Thirty-One Years 
R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
W. H. Webster, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; S. F. Bush, 
Lincoln; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 


Marie Portsche 


25 Years 
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Ethel Daharsh 


10 Years 


Twenty-Six Years 
Martha Merz, Seward. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
May L. May, Ashland. 
Nineteen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Lois Lindstrom, Hastings. 
Ten Years 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 
Seven Years 
Eva Dillman, Nelson. 
Five Years 
Iva Sole, Grafton. 


New Insignia For Trucks 


A new design for truck insignia 
was adopted recently and will be 
seen on these Company vehicles 
within a short time. The new design 
departs in several respects from that 
used heretofore, the most important 
changes being the horizontal ar- 
rangement of the Company name and 
the elimination of the telephone in- 
strument. The former insignia carried 
the Company name in a circular ar- 
rangement around a reproduction of 
the hand set. 


The readability of the new insignia 
at a considerable distance as well as 
their attractive and balanced design 
are their most favorable features. 
The word “TELEPHONE?” stands out 
prominently thus assuring ready 
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identification. The new insignia will 
be the same size as those now in use 
(8 inches in diameter) and will be 
constructed of aluminum and at- 
tached to the sides of the vehicle with 
four screws, thus permitting removal 
for painting. The colors will be 
white, black and dark blue. 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editcr 
Cedar Bluffs 


We are happy to announce the return 
of Mrs. McKinzey, Chief Operator- 
Cashier, to Cedar Bluffs from her sis- 
ter’s home in Omaha, where she had 
been convalescing. Mrs. McKinzey had 
undergone a serious operation at the 
Wahoo Community Hospital, September 
30 and at this writing is doing very 
well. During her absence, Roma Schere 
was left in charge and did a bang-up 
job. 


David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Vacations are dwindling, one by one 
they are reaching the end. Betty North- 
way spent her two weeks visiting rela- 
tives in Missouri . . . Margaret Cornell 
is treking toward Canada way and 
Merna Stewart spent her’s visiting 
friends and relatives . . . We have the 
usual list of shoppers: Margaret Ann 
Rech spent a day in Columbus, Evelyn 
Soukup a day in Lincoln and Merna 
Stewart and Irene Swan spent last week- 
end visiting Jean Vybiral and attending 
the Minnesota-Nebraska football game 

It was exactly a year to the day 
that Merna Stewart received a dozen 
red roses from the same admirer, do you 
suppose he really knew it was her birth- 
day??? ... Douglas Behrns of the Plant 
Department, is on his vacation which he 
will spend hunting pheasants. By the 
way he is going now, it will take him 
the two weeks to get the two birds he 
is allowed per day . Charles Dana- 
her has joined the plant force... Har- 
vey Armagost was busy over last week- 
end moving his family into their re- 
cently purchased home. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 

Well, Happy Days ahead — Betty 
Griffen and Velma Abker are new dia- 
mond flashers ... Mrs. Tuton left us 
to make a happy home for her new 
husband .. . “Jeanie” Bray surprised us 
with announcing her recent marriage. 
Then we surprised her with a wedding 
shower. She received many nice things 
—all she can use! Virgina Richards has 


invited us all to her coming wedding... 
Congratulations and oodles of luck to all 
you girls!!!..... While we’re speaking 
of showers and surprises, some of the 
girls surprised Kathryn Owens with a 
surprise birthday party, at the home of 
Violent Peterson ... Mary Ross honored 
Mrs. Hazel Tuton with a wedding show- 
er. All present had a swell time 
Betty Johnson and Mrs. Clifford Rakes 
are on our sick list this time ... We 
were all sorry to hear that Miss Bader’s 
father passed away on October 14. We 
all wish to express our cCeepest sym- 
pathy . .. Lois Forsythe is a newcomer 
—Welcome! Miss Forsythe has had some 
experience and is reviewing her toll with 
Bonnie Biggs who is just learning. Betty 
Balfour spent the week-end visiting her 
parents at Shubert ... Mary Bartyzelle 
is back from her vacation ... We finally 
have our clock back—it has been gone 
for ages and we had a substitute, but 
it decided to stop, so we had Rupples 
pocket watch. It would run but you 
needed good glasses to see the time. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 
I guess all of us got “Spring Fever” 
in October as this news time falls 
around, because we certainly are short 
of news ... Miss Martha Mertz spent 
a couple of days in Norfolk recently 


and also. visited her old home town, 
Plainview, Nebraska . . . Miss Bernice 
Mueller of the Commercial Department, 
spent her week vacation at home and at 


Lincoln ... Al Alger of the Plant De- 
partment, is spending his vacation at 
home .. . “Baldy” Balderson spent a 


two day jaunt going pheasant hunting 
about 500 miles through Nebraska. He 
said they were scarce, he only got two 
birds . . . Beata Merz visited in Nor- 
folk recently ... We welcome Eleanore 
Schutz, who has joined our “plug push- 
ing” clan. Good luck and success to you 
Eleanore ... We were glad to have 
Miss Eileen Gow from the Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department, who was with us for 
a week learning the board and then 
being transferred to Tecumseh ... We 
were very glad to receive a card from 
Chris Haberman who said he had ar- 
rived in California OK .. . Bernice 
Mueller attended the concert given by 
Robert Merrill in Lincoln. 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Mrs. Gloria Wellman and her mother 
spent October 8th shopping in Omaha. 
Manager E. A. Ernst and family spent 
Sunday, October 19th, in Auburn attend- 
ing the 65th anniversary of the Pres- 
byterian Church ... Alice France and 
Aldean Steinhoff find that money doesn’t 
go far when shopping in Lincoln 
Mrs. Vera Bock attended the American 
Legion & Auxiliary Convention and Ban- 
quet in Nebraska City, October 20th... 
Mrs. Margurite Lockhart spent the week- 
end of October 25 in Omaha visiting 


her sister .. . Aldean Steinhoff shopped 
in Omaha Friday, October 24th. 
Wahoo 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Mildred Roh of the Traffic De- 
partment, spent two weeks of October 
vacationing in Tucson, Arizona, with her 
sister. While there, she took a trip to 
Rocky Point, Mexico, to do some ocean 
fishing but as yet, we haven’t heard any 
fantastic fish stories. How about it Mild- 
red?? . . . George Criuckshank spent 


Sun basking in Colorado are Dorothy 
Summers and Harriett Hummer of the 
Beatrice Traffic Department. Judging from 
these big smiles we should say they were 
having lots of fun. 


the last two weeks of his vacation at 
home, just resting ... Yours truly, Mae 
Meduna, also remained two weeks of her 
vacation at home, but rest assured, it 
was not spent resting ... Miss Marty 
Kuhr of the Traffic Department, has 
tendered her resignation November 3 for 
the usual reason, to take a lifetime job, 
and on the farm at that... Area Mana- 
ger and Mrs. E. L. Dorland celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary on Fri- 
day, October 24. Their two daughters 
and sons-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
of Rock Island, Illinois, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Kucera of Lincoln, were 
home for the celebration. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


About 25 enthusiastic department 
members took advantage of the won- 
derful Indian summer weather on Octo- 
ber 13 and had a picnic at the Camp- 
fire Girl’s Cabin in Bethany Park. George 
Mann, who was in charge of the en- 
tertainment, kept the picnickers busy 
with games, square dancing, singing, etc. 
Roy Galley, the head cook for the eve- 
ning, did very well until he commenced 
running out of firewood. Taking the keys 
to the wood shed back of the cabin, Mr. 
Galley spent half an hour trying to un- 
lock the shed. When the lock finally 
gave and the door was opened, Mr. 
Galley found the shed had only three 
sides to it and all his labor was in vain 
for there was no wood in the shed. 
Thanks to Marie Vidlock who found 
wood in the woodboxes inside the cabin 
: Rose Riggs and Frances Virgil 
asked Mr. Sievers for a lift to Roca 
one evening to attend a social function. 
Upon their arrival in Roca Mr. Sievers 
pulled up in front of a beer parlor and 
said, “Is this the place?” “No, no,” 
screamed both Rose and Frances, ‘“We’re 
going to a church social.” ... Mr. Devoe 
Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Sievers had : 
fine time in Chicago attending the 
U.S.I.T.A. convention which was held 
recently . . . We have four people 
whose minds are focused on shades of 
pink and blue. Mr. Bush and Mr. Lyne 
are grandfathers for the first time. Trudy 
Lee, 842-lb. granddaughter of the Bush’s 
made her appearance on the 30th of 
September. Mr. Lyne’s grandson answers 
to the name of David Allen. Dorothy 
Carlson has a new niece and Gloria Zier 
has a new baby sister... . Carl Ahl 
and Frances Virgil were bride and groom 
respectively at a mock wedding. Pic- 
tures of the event were quite confusing 
because both Carl and Frances played 
their given roles so well .. . And still 
people from this department are taking 
vacations. Grace Hauschild, who has just 
returned from Texas and Old Mexico, 


says “Go south, girls, there are plenty 
of wealthy oilmen down south.” Harold 
Brady had the opportunity of visiting 
Texas City, which was practically de- 
molished by oil explosions a few months 
ago, while on vacation in Texas. George 
Mann visited a 90-year-old aunt and 
several of his former schoolmates in 
Villisca, Iowa. Ann Keegan spent her 
vacation in Falls City and ‘Tecumseh. 
Her hours of relaxation were spent in 
reading—detective stories. Ann, perhaps 
you could help two of the engineers 
solve a mystery! Esther Kehling had a 
vacation way, way back in July or Au- 
gust, and now reports having had a won- 
derful time. Her trip took her to Colo- 
rado. Doris Glock also visited in Colo- 
rado. Betty Nelson spent her vacation 
in Omaha shopping. She didn’t bring 
many packages home, but two very tired 
feet. Norma Chrastil reported for work 
on the Monday following her vacation 
wearing, not only her own wristwatch, 
but also the one belonging to her hus- 
band. Gladys Holscher visited with her 
folks at Burr. Ruby Hahn reports Kan- 
sas City has no “man shortage” prob- 
lem. Ruby has just returned from a 
shopping trip to K.C.—for clothes, that 
is .. . Faithful Cornhusker fans who 
traveled to South Bend to watch the 
Huskers play Notre Dame were Alvina 
Miller, Doris Glock, Eunice Zehr and 
Dick Hansen .. . Middle-aisling on the 
12th of October was Eunice Carison to 
change her name to Smith. Best wishes 
for many happy years, Eunice . . . Deep- 
est sympathy is extended to Rose Carl- 
son and Lily Robotham in the loss of 
their mother, Mrs. Mills ... We had 
the opportunity of sticking our noses 
into a letter received from Fielding 
Woods in which he wondered “how in 
the name of Heaven Ahl and Brady ever 
turned out such fine looking boys? And 
if the answer is that their wives are 
handsome, how did those two _hard- 
lookers swing that deal? Please extend 
my best to Boshart. Too bad his hair 
is working in reverse to his progress. 
Aren’t there any 
lush correspondents 
any more? I’m 
pretty much frus- 
trated since Hollo- 
way folded up.” 
Things are rather 
rough in these 
parts, Mr. Woods. 
So sorry! This edi- 
tor, however, is 
trying to even a 
score with Gorman 
and is certain an 
old acquaintance 
could be of great 
assistance. How 
about it? 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The General Commercial Welcome mat 
is out to Arlene Rollins, who is the new 
typist in our office. Our gain was the 
Traffic Department’s loss, as she was 
an operator for several months before 
transferring to our office. We hope you 
like your new work, Arlene ... We 
were sorry to lose Kathy Cornell who 
resigned recently Late Fall was 
definitely the popular vacation time with 
the men in our Department. These in- 
cluded Mr. Lawson, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 
Walroth and Mr. Hartley ... All of 
them spent it resting at home, except 
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Above—Seconds after this picture was 
taken, the old main frame at Plattsmouth 
ceased to function after its many years of 
faithful service. H. D. Ash and Claude 
Walker stand ready just before the cut- 
over to give that last fatal pull. 


Below—Area Manager Adrian Newens 
gazes at the Plattsmouth switchboard after 
the cut-over, deserted and lonesome look- 
ing for the first time since it was cut into 
service late in 1912. 


Mr. Jackson, who visited in Texas. The 
trip must have agreed with him because 
after returning home, he started out 
again for Miaissouri Willie Ruth 
Hamilton couldn’t hear enough about 
Mr. Jackson’s visit to her home state, 
Texas. It could be because she’s count- 
ing the days until she will be making 
the same trip Mr. Hale attended 
the Independent Telephone Convention 
in Chicago in October ... Arlene Rol- 
lins rooted for her home state at the 
Kansas State-Nebraska football game in 
Manhatten on October 25. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Congratulations to Francis Smith and 
Eunice Carlson, Accounting Department. 
They were married October 12th at 
Wausa ... Joy Dobbs just returned 
from two weeks vacation down south, 
getting acquainted with that new grand- 
daughter in Texas. Other vacationers in- 
clude John Findley, Al Miller, Dick 
Baxter, Don Olsen, Ray Boling, George 
Burt, Don Frankforter and Floyd Waak. 
We imagine Floyd is spending most of 
his time completing that new little home 
out at Huskerville. Mr. Boling stopped 
in the other day and said he would be 
glad to get back so he could rest up... 
We are happy to welcome back Lonis 
Ottnat, who was re-employed this month. 
Our welcome mat is also out for J. G. 
Blankenship, H. S. Hasselquist and A. C. 
Brunke. We lost four employees this 
month. Vernon Bailey, R. L. Rodaway 
and Bob Allbritton resigned and Bob 
Hohnstein transferred to the Service De- 
partment . . . We overheard about a 
little episode that Mr. Schmeltzer and 
Art Holcomb had the other day. On 
the way in from one of their outings 
Art heard a car honk and quickly 
whipped over to let that persistent guy 
by. No one passed him and he looked 
around and no one was there. He just 
charged it off to not enough sleep the 
night before and drove on. A little 
farther down the road they came up 
behind a car and again the horn sounded, 
this time the fellow in front of them 
pulled over to the side. Holcomb made 
no move to pass him but as the honk- 
ing continued and the fellow continued 
to drive with two wheels practically in 
the ditch, he decided to be obliging and 
pass him. They were showered with 
dirty looks end then it dawned on them 
thet they were the culprits—their horn 
was stuck. At any rate they drove into 
Lincoln to the tune of a Plymouth twin- 
horn. 

Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 

Well, Autumn is here with all its 
colored leaves cnd chilly nights cnd the 
summer sun tans are almost a memory 

Vacations are getting quite scarce 
but there are still a few... Glenn E. 


Obert spent a part of his vacation in 
Wichita, Kansas, the rest of the time 
he stayed at home ... Lyle D. Rauch 
went to Scottsbluff and Mitchell, Ne- 
braska, for a little outing during his va- 
cation . . . Since Paul J. Eisenbarth is 
still in high school he couldn’t take any 
trip during his vacation but he did go 
camping and fishing over a week end 

Gay T. Henderson spent a week 
of vacation working at home on his 
project. Gay is building himself a home 

Yours truly spent a week and a 
half of vacationing at home doing a 
little spring house cleaning ...A wel- 
come hand is extended to new em- 
ployees of the Supply Department. W. 


C. Baker and K. E. Piersol are work- 
ing in the Warehouse. W. L. “Bill” Ed- 
wards is working part time in the Motor 
Vehicle Department. We are very happy 
to have Mrs. Marjorie Miller back with 
us. Mardy was a former member of the 
Supply Office from April 1945 to Au- 
gust 1946 Wesley T. Haas has 
returned to work after his extended visit 
to sunny California . . . We are happy 
to report that Harry Smith is now home 
from the Hospital and is reported im- 
proving rapidly. His date for return to 
work is still indefinite . .. Lyle D. 
Rauch was transferred to the Service 
Department from the Warehouse... The 
Supply Office purchased a new electric 


The Fourth Floor Picnic 


It was another evening of fun and frolic at last month’s picnic as evenings 
generally are when the Accounting and Engineering Departments get together 


for one of their heralded 
outings. The folks went 
through their paces in 
various games and con- 
tests under the apprais- 
ing eye of Game-master 
George Mann _ after 
which everyone enjoyed 
a wonderful picnic sup- 
per. The accompanying 
scenes show one of the 
games at an exciting 
moment and the group 
as they relax for a posed 
shot after much per- 
suasive effort on the 
part of the cameraman. 


typewriter for use in typing up orders. 
Helen Kehling reports it is really nice 
to use but had a little hard time getting 
used to it. Our deepest sympathy 
goes to Bill Knee whose father passed 
away October 11. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Fall manages to always bring out the 
old football spirit and with this spirit 
we find all sport-loving fans participating 
in “football pots.” Lee Schlentz tries to 
draw at least one lucky number in any 
one season but so far this year he seems 
to be off to a bad start. When the Ne- 
braska boys met the mighty lowa boys, 
Lee had drawn number one from the 
pot with much dismay. Ken Boshart, 
drawing from the same pot, was the 
holder of number six, so Lee decided to 
swap numbers with Ken as number six 
was a sure winner—so he thought. Well 
—when the final whistle blew ending 
the game, the holder of number one was 
the lucky winner. Yes, Lee spent the 
rest of the day counting up to ten be- 
fore exploding . .. This month we have 
only one newcomer to welcome. Mrs. 
Virginia Perry is taking over Mary 
Ann Maser’s position as Mr. Cary’s 
secretary. We've enjoyed having you 
with us, Mary Ann, and will miss you 
... Folks are still vacationing from our 
office. Mrs. Viola Fischer went to Chi- 
cago for a few days and Bill Quinn 
just spent a most restful week at home. 
Enjoying scenic Madison, Wisconsin for 
two weeks at the home of his mother 
and two sisters, was Mr. Waters. He 
spent his time doing carpenter work, 
window washing, painting and visiting. . 
If you’ve noticed a new shuffle in Mr. 
Eggerss’ walk, there’s a reason. Chauncey 
has to get in the step of condition for 
that long march down the aisle when 
he gives his daughter away in marriage 
November 14th. Truly a father’s most 
treasured privilege ... A recent visitor 
in the office was Mrs. Aldean Simmons, 
the former Aldean Wood. Aldean was 
Mr. Waters’ stenographer when em- 
ployed by the company ... Mr. Over- 
cash has been very busy these days 
assigning and re-assigning telephone num- 
bers to the folks in our new added ex- 
change, Huskerville. The new equipment, 
etc., at Huskerville will be cut over 
around the 25th of November, giving 
four-party service to the subscribers in- 
stead of the present ten-party service. 


Lincoln Service Department 

Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

Spending their vacations at home this 
month were E. Wedgwood, L. H. Pierce, 
P. Guelker, W. T. Nyden, E. L. Martin 
and L. G. Saunders . Don Rutledge 
visited his folks at Nehawka, R. W. 
White fished at Kingsley Dam near Oga- 


lalla and R. W. Swanson visited in Lyons. 
More vacationers were C. S. Nevin who 
visited relatives in Sioux Falls and Lex- 
ington and J. D. Lewis, who spent part 
of his vacation at Cozad ... W. C. 
Stewart spent a weeks vacation in Sep- 
tember visiting his son, who was spend- 
ing a thirty day leave at home with his 
folks. Mr. Stewart’s son is in the Ma- 
rines, stationed in Florida . . . Magdalen 
Heser vacationed at Lake Okoboji and 
Arnold’s Park, Iowa, and visited relatives 
at Grand Island, Nebraska ... New 
employees in the Service Department 
are L. H. Menebroker and R. Zimmer- 
man... R. L. Hohnstein and L. D. 
Rauch were transferred to the Service 
Department from the Construction De- 
partment ... Alex Geist is a patient 
at the Lincoln General Hospital, having 
undergone surgery for a knee injury... . 
We are glad to report that he is getting 
along very nicely at this time... A. E. 
Lamberson is going back to work again 
after a minor operation on his arm. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 

Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 

Again it is “News” time, and we find 
many interesting and novel things hap- 
pening in our department. Recently some 
of our girls have seemed a bit jittery, 
as if expecting some huge object to drop 
on their heads. Electricians working on 
top of the boards just couldn’t help 
dropping a few things. Down came a 
piece of steel wire, narrowly missing a 
girl’s head! Then a steel tape measure 
whizzed down! As one girl expressed it— 
“I thought the whole trolley was falling 
down.” ... Marie Adkisson who resigned 
her position of assistant Chief Operator 
was married at Graham, Texas, to Claude 
Haught. We extend our best wishes... 
We welcome new employes as follows: 
Betty Walsh, Antoinette De Boer and 
Mary Thelen, taught by Della Wilcox; 
Eleanor Jensen and Betty Russell with 
Catherine Cooley instructing; Mrs. Jean 
Skinner, Shirley Davis and Corrine Loll- 
man, instructed by De Lores Glover and 
Donna and Virginia Mountain, with 
Wilma Wergin instructing. Evelyn Du 
Bois and Phyllis Fellows have recently 
been transferred in from Geneva and 
Darlene Johannes transferred from Syra- 
cuse. Donnie Overton and Myra Lovan 
are new local empioyees . . . Late va- 
cationers include Helen Boldt, Barbara 
Blockwitz, Lillian Campbell, Mae Hunt, 
Lavonne Reckling, Ann Schneider, Mary 
Stava and Helen Knott. Muriel Holley 
and Darlene Multer vacationed in Cali- 
fornia. . . Mary Findley, Linda Bar- 
tels and Margaret Lindblad are the 
wearers of sparkling new diamonds. Con- 
gratulations, girls . . Due to the pres- 
ence of a domestic-minded girl who hates 
dust, our supervisor stands are kept 
clean and shining. M. V. makes the 
rounds, keeping our house always clean 
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Deftly catching ihis limb after swinging 
io it from another tree some fifteen feet 
away is Dorothy Adkisson, Lincoln Traf- 
fic’s version of the modern Tarzan. Seri- 
ously, although such acrobatics are not in 
her daily routine, Dorothy does possess fine 
athletic ability, and is an outstanding 
player on the girl’s softball and volley ball 
teams. 


... Mrs. Hazel Nichols and Mary Em- 
erson attended the rodeo at Omaha... 
We extend sympathy to Betty Hinman 
and Wilma Hatterman in the recent 
deaths of their brothers. Mrs. Hatterman 
wishes to thank the girls of the Traffic 


Department for their flowers . . . Betty 
Kroeger spent the week-end in Grand 
Island ... Ruth Goslin and Vera Was- 
son spent a day in Omaha... Dorothy 


Nelson, usually so deft with her hands, 
had quite a time one day trying to un- 
tangle her headset cord which had 
wrapped around her supervisor’s stand 
again and again and free herself, but 
she solved the puzzle in record time... 
Esther Borchers visited at her home in 
Kenesaw .. . Wera Wasson has just 
about decided she doesn’t like the mod- 
ern shoe styles (meaning toeless and 
heelless). There just isn’t enough 
shoe left when the strap breaks and 
just when you are about to board the 
home-bound bus, too. We thought she 
was well on her way when with a 
hobbled step, she trudged back to her 
locker—a very disgusted lady, to change 
shoes ... Many in our department were 
surprised the other day when one of 
our supervisors (M.V.) was reported, on 
very good authority, to have gotten mar- 
ried over the week-end. It all turned 
out to be a joke, but D. G. really be- 
lieved it... We have heard everything 
now about the shortage of soap. Dorothy 
Nelson is now able to give expert advice 
on the many uses and wonderful re- 
sults of Halo Shampoo. By the way, how 
does it work as a bath soap, Dorothy? 
>. ee Mr. and Mrs. Bob Culver at- 
tended the Notre Dame-Nebraska foot- 
ball game at South Bend, Indiana. 


Cafeteria and General 


Traffic 
By Mary Tice 

Marie Reinert was a recent visitor to 
Washington, Kansas. . .. The cash cus- 
tomers started giving out with Wolf 
whistles when approaching the end of the 
line one day last month but it turned out 
to be just a temporary flurry. Mrs. Wat- 
son had taken over the cashier’s job and 
had shown up at work with a new down 
hair-do . . .Journeying northward for his 
vacation was A.O. Andrews who visited 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Chicago. (Edi- 
tor’s note: There are three good states, if 
we know our geography) .. Mrs. Watson 
spent a pleasant two weeks in Septem- 
ber at 6519 Leighton catching up with 
her home work. ... We are sorry to lose 
Mrs. Betty Obert who resigned last 
month as cashier to enter other fields of 
endeavor. ...C. C. Donley traveled to 
Chicago to attend the annual convention 
of the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 


Southern Disirict 
Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 
Phyllis Brockmeyer and Christine Mason, 
Correspondents 

Vacations are still in full swing. Har- 
riet Hummer and Dorothy Summers 
spent their time seeing the scenery 
around Denver and Colorado Springs and 
climbing Pike’s Peak .. . Louise 
Schmidt spent her time at home and 
at Seward . .. Adelaide Kinary spent 
part of her vacation resting at Odell... 
Miss Maude Willey is spending hers at 
her home in Steele City ... Miss Lela 
Watson is hunting pheasants in the 
western part of the state. We're look- 
ing forward to a few pheasant tales 
when she returns ... Mary Lee Thomp- 
son is on a leave of absence long enough 
to get her name changed to Mrs. Best 
wishes, Mary Lou! Anna Menninga is 
recovering from an _ operation. We’re 
looking forward to seeing you soon, Anna 
... The welcome mat is out to our new 
girls: Mildred Schmidt, Kathryn Widick, 
Rosetta Otto, Donna Weaver and 
Phyllis Workman ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Dickenman wound up the ’47 
vacation season by taking a 2,500-mile 
motor trip through the Ozark Mountains 
and visiting points in Oklahoma, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and Ohio ... Mrs. 
Margaret Lenhart has resigned, and Miss 
Shirley Gish has taken over her duties 
as clerk. Shirley had quite a time getting 
to work (it took her about ten days to 
get down here).—You see, she was 
fighting some “streptococci” germs which 
had taken location in her throat. 


Dawson 


Francis Duryea attended a Fraternity 
House Tea in Lincoln. 


Dorchester 
Mr. Art Jones, husband of Ethelyn 


Jones, returned from the Veteran’s hos- 
pital at Lincoln October 13, after 3 
months and 10 days at the hospital... 
Mrs. Lorene Good and Mrs. Harold Mc- 
Cullough of Friend were married at York 
October 11. They expect to make their 
home in Friend. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in the headlines this 
month. Viola Dunn, Chief Operator, mo- 
tored to Denver for two weeks ; 
Vera Sweester has returned after spend- 
ing three weeks in New West Minster, 
B. C. ... Ricka Schenk spent part of 
her vacation in Lincoln .. . Velda 
Schipper has been at home for two weeks 
... T. E. Longdon, Area Manager, en- 
joyed a hunting trip along the Platte 
River ... Week-end and day-off trav- 
elers have been: Florence Beck to Su- 
perior; Dorcas Slater, Eileen Aubert, 
Florence Beck, Matilda Alpers, and 
Dorothy Nutsch to Lincoln; Viola Dunn 
to Wymore, and Mandane Reid and 
Marion Thompson to Lincoln ... Floyd 
Nave was in Omaha two weeks attending 
Printer’s School . .. We wish to wel- 
come Esther Jurgena to the Traffic De- 
partment. 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Hotilda Eurich, Cashier, spent her va- 
cation from October 13 to 26 at home 

. A double shower was given Wed- 
nesday evening, October 22, by the 
Friend telephone employees in honor of 
Miss Roberta Redman and Mrs. Clarence 
Rahe, formerly Miss Ruth Shutts, at the 
home of Miss Marie Gifford. We brought 
our baby pictures and prizes were given 
for the ones guessing the most babies. 
A delicious lunch was served to 20 
guests. The bride and the bride-to-be 
received many lovely gifts with best 
wishes from all. Out-of-town guests were 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rahe of DeWitt 
and Mr. and Mrs. Tony Keller and 
Kenneth of Crete. 
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Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 
Mary Meister returned from her three 
weeks vacation, part of which she spent 


in Wichita, Kansas ... Myrna Neff re- 
turned from her vacation which she 
spent visiting her daughter in Texas... 


Mr. Isaman left on his vacation October 
17 to go pheasant hunting. We'll tell 
you the outcome later . . . Rose Fank- 
houser and Emma Lee King were visi- 
tors in Kansas City October 15. They 
attended Tom Breneman’s “Breakfast in 


Hollywood.’ 
Sterling 
Esther Fritz began her two weeks va- 
cation October 13 and is spending some 
of the time in Oklahoma . . . Barbara 
Ann Benson spent October 14 in Lincoln. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Golda ‘Thompson returned to work 
from a two weeks vacation spent visit- 
ing her daughter in Longmont, Colorado 

. Miss Kathleen Drake began her 
two weeks vacation October 27 
Miss Arlene Gow of Lincoln is a new 
member of our operating force. We are 
glad to have you, Arlene ... Miss Effie 
Smith has been quite ill in the Te- 
cumseh Hospital; however, she is feel- 
ing much better at this time. We hope 
she makes a speedy recovery ... Clara 
Costello is convalescing at home since 
her operation of a few weeks ago... 
Jerrie Murphy spent October 6 with 
the Barney Hupka family of St. Mary 
: Miss Lucille Vadnais from Yates 
Center, Kansas, visted Mr. and Mrs. 
Waldo Harrington several days during 
the month of October. 


Wilber 
LaVena McElroy, Correspondent 


Misses Ann and Amelia Aden spent 
October 11 shopping in Lincoln... Mr. 
and Mrs. Stehlik and daughters Shirley 
and Jane made a business trip to Omaha 
October 22... Lillie Labart spent Octo- 
ber 23 at her home at Lushton 
George Brock spent the last week of 
his vacation at his home nursing a sore 
jaw following dental surgery. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Exeter 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 
Mrs. Taylor of the Exeter Traffic De- 
partment was ill during the week of 
October 19-25. 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Mr. C. J. Crew, Area Manager, spent 
the month of September vacationing. He 
spent a few days in Evergreen, Colo- 
rado, and the rest of it in Texas centering 
around Adaline, Texas. . . . Nata Her- 
shey of the Geneva Traffic Department 
is spending her vacation at home and in 


Tobias, Nebraska.... Mr. Reno J. Weis 
of the Geneva plant department is 
spending his vacation at home this year. 
He and his family moved into their new 
home during his vacation. ... Miss Erma 
Dixon of the Geneva traffic department 
spent the week-end of October 11 in Lin- 
coln. . . . Misses Phyllis Fellows and 
Evelyn DuBois of the traffic department 
were entertained at a farewell party 
September 25 by the rest of their fellow 
employees. A 6:30 dinner was served 
by the wives of the men in the plant 
department. The evening was_ spent 
playing cards and bingo. The prizes for 
the bingo game were white elephant 
gifts. As a farewell gift, the two girls 
were presented with neck scarves. 


Hastings 
Moreane Alldritt and Mrs. Kathleen Arnold, 


Correspondents 


It’s easy to write this time of the year, 
there are vacations, football, the World 
Series, etc. So far the only ones lucky 
enough to make a football game are 
Frieda Hoffman and Minnie Schlitt. ... 
Vacations galore—Irene Knipfel went 
Illinois way. . . . Misses Betty Bennett, 
Marian Niemeier, Marie Hammond, and 
Mrs. Lois Opsal, among others, have va- 
cationed. . . . Aryllis Bierow also re- 
turned from a vacation. . .. If the 
women around here suddenly take on a 
two-pounds-less-than-a-horse-look, you'll 
know it’s because they have installed a 
candy machine, and the vender is a 
mighty busy little man keeping it 
stocked. But tell me, do you get your 
money’s worth out of the gum machine? 
Seems like it is pretty close to the 
waste basket. Meatless day came 
early for the Bennets and Frieda Hoff- 
man. “Annie Oakley” Bennett has been 
keeping the two families in doves but lo 
and behold hay fever caught up with her 
and now they have a lean and hungry 
look. Better luck on the pheasants, 
Aletha. . .. Some women aren’t any good 
in a kitchen, so much so that they pour 
hot grease over their feet—ask Rosetta 
Habben, she'll tell you . . . Frieda Hoff- 
man has a new angle on photography. 
Just a camera, no film is needed—too 
bad her art wasn’t perfected during the 
crucial shortage. . . . We are happy to 
see Margaret Gerloff back after her siege 
with an ousted appendix. ... Would any 
one be interested in knowing that Mo- 
reane Alldritt has a new bicycle—green, 
black, and white, three lights and a horn? 
It’s all hers too, and she calls it Shadrack. 
. . . Have you all seen Iva Mae Thomp- 
son’s diamond? ... Marie Pearson, Frieda 
Hoffman, and Moreane Alidritt attended 
the Pioneer Party for ladies in Lincoln, 
October 10th. They all had a very nice 
time. But what we would like to do is 
to get a few days off later to take Miss 
Pearson to Santa Anita. We believe it 
would be worth the chips. Marie is not 
a gambler and has never been to a horse 
race but she caught on quickly and came 


in third on the horse race game. ... We 
wish to welcome to our staff of local 
girls, Mrs. Ruth Brinegar. After her 
training she will be our night relief oper- 


ator. ... Mrs. Mary Ann Dewey, Olive 
Hess, and Lois Williams are those on va- 
cation. Have a nice time girls! ... Have 


you noticed any improvement in the 
voices around the office? The thanks 
goes to Miss Gertrude King and the wire 
recorder. We have all enjoyed her stay 
in Hastings and will surely miss her when 
she leaves. As a result of the voice train- 
ing one of the local supervisors was over- 
heard telling the operators to watch their 
rising “inflation” ... Another local su- 
pervisor, while observing the operators’ 
voices, asked one operator if she had had 
a voice lesson. The reply was “I don’t 
know. I was downstairs, if that is what 
you mean.” Anything can happen here! 
... Miss Ruth Brinegar on her second day 
at the board had several subscribers ask- 
ing for numbers such as “two eight oh 
oh”, it kept her busy saying “two eight 
hundred?”. One man asked for “three 
thousand” and Ruth was so stunned she 
replied, “three oh oh oh?” 
Hebron 
Mrs. Janice Kripal, Correspondent 

Barbara Willmore spent her vacation 
in Wichita, Kansas, visiting her sister and 
family. . . . Ruth Rittenhouse, Dorothy 
Stowell and Erma Lee McLaughlin vaca- 
tioned at home... . Eva Stutz spent her 
vacation in Denver, Colorado. . . . Ade- 
line Kripal has left the Traffic Depart- 
ment and Ella Wittee has joined the 
force. 

Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

Clara Mae Chambers visited relatives 
in Reynolds Sunday, October 5th. She 
spent the week-end of October 11 in Red 


Cloud visiting her sister. . . . Dorothy 
Wulf spent Friday, October 17th, in 
Hebron. .. . Alice Meyer underwent an 


appendectomy October 9th. We are happy 
to report she is recovering as rapidly as 
can be expected. ... Hazel Rust spent 
Tuesday, October 14th, in Hastings... . 
The girls in the Traffic Dept. are very 
pleased with their new lockers. ... Lloyd 
Whitney is on vacation. .. . Joe Adam- 
son just returned from his vacation. .. . 
Maxine Chambers, cashier, spent the 
week-end of October 18th in Osborne, 
Kansas, visiting relatives. . . . Little Cu- 
pid has been shooting his arrows in the 
Traffic Department. Victim? Dorothy 
Wulf. But more next time. . . . Clara 
Mae Chambers, our night operator, isn’t 
the least bit selfish, but she says having 
to share her lunch with a mouse is going 
a bit too far. (Guess what? In a few 
minutes Mr. Kubat was scurrying around 
with a mouse trap in one hand and a 
piece of cheese in the other). 
Sution 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 

Mr. Charles Salisbury is on his two 

weeks vacation and he has been taking 
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How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 
of facilities and telephones. 
July 1, 1947 
Pagmast 4. TOT cokes 1100 
September 1, 1947 
October 1, 1947 
November 1, 1947 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1947 
Central District 
Eastern District 
Southern District 
Western District 


Total Stations in 
Service 10-31-47 


advantage of the hunting season. ... Mr. 
Cal Brown, father-in-law of Charles 
Salisbury, passed away in Ainsworth on 
October 18th. 


York 
Norma Schneider, Correspondent 

Word has gotten around, by the way 
of the grapevine, that someone in our 
midst is experiencing her second child- 
hood at a very early age. She’s none 
other than our assistant chief operator 
Artie Bowen. One night last week Artie 
and two of her playmates (her sister 
Doris and Maxine Meradith, of the Com- 
mercial Dept.) went to a masquerade 
party dressed like bandits. After the 
party the leader of this small but fierce 
gang, ““Dead-Eye Dick’? Bowen, decided 
that they should try out their weapons 
(they always carry cap guns in case of 
an emergency). They drove around town 
for awhile and were just about ready to 
give up, or shoot each other, when they 
spotted a car full of York policemen. 
Dead-Eye and the other two bandits aimed 
and fired. Then the chase was on. The 
police stopped the girls and told them 
they had broken a law when they used 
fireworks within the city limits. The once 
fearless bandits began to lose their 
nerve. The police got them sufficiently 
scared, then started to laugh and ad- 
mitted it was ali a joke. The three ban- 
dits have now become law abiding citi- 
zens. . . . The people in Fern Wilger’s 
neighborhood look as though they are all 
suffering from insomnia and in a sense 
they are. Fern has a new radio-phono 
combination. Miss Dea Hays and 
Hattie Marquardt are both enjoying vaca- 
tions. . . . Alice McCartney, the girl 
that has a hidden passion for traveling, 
has taken off to the East this time. She 
iS visiting her sister in Chicago. . . . Mae 
Zarr and Helen Heinie are in the home- 
Stretch of their long distance training. 
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iTS LUCKY [ HEARD ABOUT YOUR ¥ REALLY, MISTER 
CASE AND | HOPE WE'RE IN TIME, § LAWSON, | FEEL]| & 
HERE-TAKE THIS! a, OKAY NOW. 


ART HOLCOMB AND PAUL SCHMELTZER WERE 
DRIVING ALONG THE HIGHIWAY WHEN THEIR HORN 
SRR BEGAN To GIVE A SERIES OF INVOLUNTARY BEEPS 
SAURER RRA S AND THEY 500N FOUND THAT, To KEEP THE OTHER 
NESEX eae DRIVERS FROM BECOMING THOROUGALY CONFUSED, 
THEY HAD To PASS EVERYTHING IN SIGHT. 
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DOC"KEN LAWSON HASN'T HAD A PATIENT SINCE CHAUNCEY || Gree St ea 
EGGERGS ALMOST CHOKED ON THE HORSE PILL BACK N44. |1 DOROTHY NELSON. LINCOLN TRAFFIC GAINED SOME LISEFUL 
UNTIL A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN ARLENE ROLLINS, GENERALI| KNOWLEDGE ATHER SHOWER THE OBER DAY WHEN SHE 
COMMERCIAL DEPT, RASHLY MENTIONED To HIM THAT || SUBSIIUTED “HALO* SHAMPOO FOR SOAP. 
SHE HAD A SLIGHT HEADACHE. KEN DASHED To A DRUG 
STORE: AND HAD ALREADY COMPOUNDED AND GiVEN 
A DOSE OF HIS REMEDY BEFORE. THE GIRL COULD 
BE WARNED. SHE 15 RECOVERING NICELY AND 


ELEANOR HATFIELD, YORK 
WAS SURPRISED , TO SAY 


WAS ONLY OFF WORK FOR TWO DAYS. THE LEAST, WHEN A CARP 
— peter i aa wHO ATTENDED He COUSINS WEnHNG b oun AND 
ae AS ASSIGHED SLEEPING QUARTERS AT THE HOME OR | 
= OUT OF HER HAND WHEN |] AN AUNT nets NIGHT OF THE NUPTIALS SHE. 


‘SSE ATTEMPTED To CUT 


‘TL 4 AM. AND WHEN SHE TU 
CO, “OFF ITS TAIL DIDNT GETIN AND WHEN SHE TURNE) OW 


THE LIGHT, FOUND A MAN SLEEPING PEACEFULLY IN 
HER BED «1. 5HE RESISTED THE IMPULSE To WAKEN 
Him AAD CREPT DOWNSTAIRS WHERE SHE FOUND 


5 noe 
IN at a 4 a rs 


ES ey wrist MINE, |6 MY SELF-WINDER }| | PALLET ON THE HARD FLOOR WHICH THE POOR 
LELA WATSON RETURNED FROM HER VACATION IN YORK wae We 5 FOUR HOURS }] | rerio HAD GRATEFULLY ABANDONED WHEN He. 
WITH A SCRATCHED AND BATTERED KOSE- WHICH WE HEAR DECIDED THAT EILEEN WASN'T GOING To 


GOT THAT WAY FROM PLOWING A TWENT¥-FOOT FURROW ’ 
IN THE ROAD WHEN LELA SALLED FROM HER PERCH ON 
THE HANDLEBARS OF A BICYCLE . 


OCCUPY HER BED THAT NIGHT. 


CHARLIE MESHIER LOST WS HAT 
SOMEWHERE IN HIS SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT TRAVELS > AND HE KEPT 
THE CIRCUITS BUSY TRYING 
VAINLY TO LOCATE IT, AT 
ROUGHER ONE AND 

. \ ah N 
ON THE SAME DAY He RECEIVED ea) 
4 BIG BOX: BY COLLECT EXPRESS, X27 
WHICH CONTAINED THE MISSING 
HAT-ALONG WITH A GENEROUS 
ASSORTMENT OF BRICKS AND 
OTHER HEAVY MATERIALS . . « 


AND GIRLS~ REMEMBER TO 
WATCH YOUR RISING INFLATION ! 


WHEN FOUR OF OUR DELEGATION RETURNED FROM THE 
NATIONAL TELEPHONE CONVENTION WITH BROKEN 
WRIST WATCHES, SOME. LOCAL WITS SUGGESTED THAT 
THe "ELBOW BENDING* MUST HAVE BEEN TERRIFIC. IN 
CHICAGO ~ ~~ KNOWING THE GENTLEMEN IN QUESTION 
WE GUARANTEE THAT THERE ISN'T A BIT OF TRUTH 10 
IT, THOUGH THE EVIDENCE 1S AGAINST THEM. 


Pf 


e 
y L THIS GEM DROPPED FROM THE LIPS 

” OF A HASTINGS SUPERVISOR SHORTLY 
AFTER GERTRUDE KING HAD CONVERTED THE FORCE o 
TE VALUE OF THE RISING INFLECTION. 


<3) SA, CLAYTON LIEBHART, WHO LIKES 
~ Said TO LEAN way BACK HAD ONE, 
2 MO OF HIG BETTER FALLS THE OTHER 

EES. MORNING ~ ONE PIECE OF THE 


UY SEATON 
Eaves n5 
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LEN MARY TICE CAME 70 
WORK ONE MORNING SHE 
FOUND MARS. WATSON SITTING 
ON THE FLOOR WITH COOKIES 


ALL AROUND HER. . 
- é 
¢ 


RAY BOLING PLAYED A HUNCH AND GOT OUT TO INSPECT 
THE STRUCTURE . HE WAS STARTLED To FIND BOTH 


MELBA RICHARDS ~ LINCOLN CHIEF OPERATOR , ON 


ARRIVING HOME FROM A JOURNEY. LEFT HER PuRSE ¥ MIWA JORGENSEN DIONT REALE) GRRINGERS BROKEN - AND, NOT DARING TO RISK 
ON THE. BURLINGTON ZEPHYR AND DIDN'T DISCOVER 178 , HOW MUCH ORANGE JUICE # V1 A RETURN TRIP WITH THE HEAVY TRUCK , HE HAD 
ye ee HIS CREW SET TWO POLES BENEATH THE BRIDGE 
L055 UNTIL READY 10 STEP INTO ATAXI~ SHE RACED || QM SURIEIANT SAT DOWN = ppey ONE OVER INTO 
BACK AND CAUGHT THE ZEPHYR (DAGWOOD STULE) 70 4 MEAL OF YORK ANP ANDY ANDREWS” LAP, To SUPPORT IT 50 THEY COULD GET BACKK 
GEMS, BEAN SOUP, BEAN WITH SAFETY . “THE BOLING CREW Now FEEL 
: AND RECOVERED HER PRIZED POSSESSION. SMLAO AND COFFEE HAT THEY OWE NO POLL TAX THIS YEAR. . 
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© beistmas 


We have come to the closing weeks 
of 1947. Certainly the year has been 
filled with activity for each of us. The 
demands of the service have kept us 
fully occupied. The company has con- 
tinued, despite the difficulties of an 
adjustment period, to successfully carry 
on. It now operates more telephones 
than at any time in its history, and long 
distance service continues at record 
levels. In recognition of your part in 
these accomplishments, I express to 
each of you my deep gratitude and share 
your pride in the forward strides of the 
past twelve months. 
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Thomas C. Woods 


At the threshold of a new year we can take courage from the splendid 
performance of the past. I am confident that the responsibilities of 1948 
will be discharged with satisfaction to our obligations. 


Many times I have wished that I might see each of you personally to 
express my compliments in the fullest measure. This is obviously impossible 
—our telephone family is too large and widely scattered. So, in the next 
best manner—through the pages of the NEWS—I extend to each of you 
and your families Best Wishes for a truly Merry Christmas and a New 


Year of fulfilled promise. 
Very Sincerely Yours, 


Thomas C. Woods, 


President 


Re 


Coming Up— 


Dial Service For 


The largest dial conversion in 
Company annals is under way. Has- 
tings is scheduled to receive dial 
service during the latter part of 
1949. During the interim period a 
near herculean task is in prospect. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that 
gross plant additions involved in the 
project will approximate one million 
dollars, or nearly double the present 
investment. 


The present exchange building is 
entirely inadequate and outmoded 
and, as a matter of fact, has been 
sold. Plans have therefore been 
drawn for a new building on which 
construction will be started by next 
spring. The building, which is sched- 
uled for completion by the end of 
1948, will provide complete office 
and operational facilities and will 
constitute a notable community asset 
for Hastings. It will be located at 
4th and St. Joseph and will cost in 
the neighborhood of $200,000. 


The installation of the dial 
switching equipment will be a major 
part of the program, both from the 
standpoint of labor and investment. 
Scheduled for delivery early in 1949, 
the equipment will require about 
eight months for installation and 
will involve a gross investment of 
nearly a half million dollars. This 
figure also includes a new long dis- 
tance switchboard and associated fa- 
cilities. 

Work is already in progress in the 
change of telephone instruments 
from manual to the dial type. About 
100 are being changed each month 
and it is expected that this will be 
stepped up to 150 in the near fu- 


equipped for dial operation but do 
not now include dials. These will 
be installed prior to the cutover. 


Extensive cable additions and 
other outside plant improvements 
will be involved. Although some of 
this work has already been done, 
the construction yet in prospect will 
reach a gross total of nearly 
$85,000. Since 1940 over 42,000 net 
feet of cable have been placed in 
service and about 21,000 net feet 
in addition will be required. Much of 
the cable work will be in connec- 
tion with the placement of under- 
ground circuits to the new building. 


The need for an enlarged tele- 
phone system in Hastings is most 
acute. Since 1940 the city has 
mushroomed both in area and popu- 
lation. Much of this growth was due 


Se 


Hastings Situation 


At A Glance 


Cutover Date 


Latter part of 1949 


New Building 
Started early in 1948 
Finished late in 1948 


Dial Switching Equipment 
Delivery early in 1949 


Installation time 6-8 months 


Gross Investment in New Plant 


One million dollars 


Hastings’ Growth 


1940 1947 
Population ...... 15,800 22,500 
Telephones .... 3,906 6,682 
Employees ...... a0 i 
a 
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to the installation of the Naval Ord- 
nance Plant which was established 
southeast of town during the war 
and which required the services of 
thousands of workers. Accelerated 
business activity since the war, how- 
ever, has added to the growth. 
Since 1940 it is estimated that the 
population has increased from 15,800 
to about 22,500. The new Spencer 
Park addition alone has a population 
of 3,600. At present, service there 
is restricted to ten-party lines. 

The demand for telephone serv- 
ice has been tremendous and it has 
not been possible to fully meet re- 
quirements because of limited switch- 
board facilities. Lack of cable capa- 
city in some sections of town is 
also a major factor. Indicative of the 
demand is the increase of 719% since 
1940 in the number of telephones 
served. Before the war, we were 
serving 3,906 stations and as of Octo- 
ber 31, 1947, the figure stood at 
6,682. 

In order to supply service to as 
many subscribers as possible, it has 
been necessary to restrict nearly all 
installations to two-party service. 
This practice extends both switch- 
board and cable facilities and enables 
us to supply service to those who 
otherwise would be deprived of it. 
The trend in two-party line installa- 
tions illustrates the efforts that have 
been made to meet service demands. 
Although total stations have in- 
creased 71% since 1940, Hastings 
has had an increase of 132% in 
two-party line service. 

Although the Traffic Department 
has done a magnificent job in hand- 
ling the huge volume of calls, they 
have been seriously handicapped by 
inadequate switchboard capacity. Up 
to the present time it has been pos- 
sible to add only 200 lines to the 
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3,000 lines formerly in service. This 
constituted little relief, however, and 
the principal difficulty of the lack 
of cord capacity still remains. Many 
more calls are received than the 
switchboard was designed to accom- 
modate and the situation is aggra- 
vated by the fact that some calls 
are of long duration and therefore 
tie up the operators’ cords which 
otherwise could be used for answer- 
ing other calls. During busy peaks, 
so many calls are being handled at 
the board that occasionally opera- 
tors do not have cords with which 
to answer other calls that come in. 
In such situations it has been neces- 
sary for the operators to reserve one 
pair of cords for plugging in to in- 
form the calling customer that no 
more calls could be handled and re- 
questing that they call back at a later 
time. A new multiple addition of 
200 lines has been on order for some 
time and will be installed prior to 
the cutover if it is possible to obtain 
the equipment. This will provide 
only partial relief, however. 


There are other factors which in- 
dicate the growth of Hastings. The 
number of employees there has in- 
creased 135%; from 53 in 1940, to 
125 at the present time. Most of 


these additions are in the Traffic 
Department where the number of 
employees has jumped from 30 to 
79, or 163%. Office facilities 
throughout the building are badly 
crowded and there is room for no 
more personnel in the Commercial 
Office. Plant quarters are similarly 
situated. 

The folks at Hastings deserve a 
great deal of credit for carrying on 
as they have in the face of these 
most trying conditions. The new dial 
exchange when placed in operation 
will provide a complete answer to 
operational requirements, and cer- 
tainly the situation justifies the en- 
deavor and investment. 


General Manager's 
Conference Held in Lincoln 


The annual conference of officials 
and supervisors of the Company was 
held in Lincoln on November 24 at 
the Cornhusker Hotel. Managers, 
chief operators and supervisors rep- 
resenting all districts and areas were 
in attendance. 

John H. Agee, vice president and 
general manager, conducted the 
meeting which was opened with a 
review of the status of the Company 


and conditions affecting current and 
prospective operations by President 
Thomas C. Woods. Merle M. Hale, 
general commercial superintendent, 
then presented a thorough and in- 
formative discussion of the Com- 
pany’s application for rate increases 
which had been approved by the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission a 
few days prior to the conference. 
The morning’s session was concluded 
with an impromptu address by Frank 
H. Woods, chairman of the board of 
directors, which, as is usual with Mr. 
Woods’ talks, was very much en- 
joyed by his listeners. He hailed the 
standardization of rates and extended 
service provisions recently ordered 
by the Railway Commission as a 
great and significant forward step. 


The remaining portion of the 
meeting was given over to an open 
forum discussion with questions be- 
ing asked by those in attendance and 
answered by department heads and 
the general manager. R. D. Andrews 
and Wilma Grupe replied to a num- 
ber of traffic questions in behalf of 
C. C. Donley, general traffic super- 
intendent, who was unable to be 
present. A number of questions also 
were directed at Guy O. Seaton, per- 
sonnel director. 


Architects Sketch of Hastings’ New Telephone Building 
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Dial Takes the Lead 

HERE are now more dial than 

- manual type telephones operated 
by The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. This event of in- 
terest and satisfaction came to pass 
during the month of October when, 
on the twenty-third, the cutover of 
the Plattsmouth exchange tipped the 
balance in favor of the dial. The 
figures showing the division of tele- 
phones between the two types have 
been drawing closer month by 
month, accelerated by the rapid tele- 
phone growth of Lincoln and by the 
conversion of numerous smaller ex- 
changes throughout the territory. In 
the summary taken for October 31, 
there were shown to be 46,182 dial 
and 43,240 manual telephones in 
service. 

Until the year 1912, nearly all the 
telephones served by this Company 
were of the dial type, operating on 
the Lincoln and University Place ex- 
changes. The manual telephones 
then in service were those of the 
“lock-out” type used by Lincoln 
rural subscribers which were 
switched from the farm board, and 
the subscribers at the exchanges of 
College View, Davey, Denton and 
Malcolm. 

In 1912 the Bell Company prop- 
erties in the South Platte territory 
were purchased and when the con- 
solidation was effected the manual 
type telephone took the lead and 
has held it ever since. 

New York Cufovers 

XPANSION of central office fa- 

i cilities is reaching a record- 
breaking pace in New York City, 
according to Telephone Review, and 
beginning in September, an average 
of five exchanges a month are being 
placed in operation in the city. 

More than 125,000 persons now 
waiting for service will have tele- 
phones within the next five months 
through the opening of new central 
offices in the city, and additions in 
central office equipment which are 
being made in present offices. Dur- 
ing this period some 25 new central 
offices will be added, exceeding the 
20 placed in service in the two years 
since V-J Day. New York City now 
has 184 central offices. 


[ ntroducing Our New 
Cable Maintenance Truck 


shes important 


and constant 
task of aerial cable & ox 
maintenance has cud = 
varied little in the ®"* 
last generation but, 
as in other fields 
af telephony, 
when ways and 
means have been 
found to improve 
on the work of the @%- 
elder craftsmen, . 
they have been put * 
into effect. Proof er < 
that progress has A°-*..-# 
not passed by this as. 
important function ..> 
of the industry a 
may be found ina | 
critical inspection «<== 
of the new cable === 
maintenance truck 
which is now be- 
ing used, 

The truck body 
was manufactured 
to specifications 
furnished by this 
company to a body . 
concern in Cleve i2 ee 
land, Ohio, and es 


features a_ thirty 


foot ladder, similar | 

in design to those Cable Splicer Vaughn Baum works with safety and 

aauall ated convenience on the platform of the extension ladder. 
Waly associated His helper, Bob Hawkins, stands ready to assist with 

with a fire truck. necessary ground work. 


The ladder is 


mounted on a turn table and is counterbalanced. It can be easily elevated 
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and adjusted to the desired incline and height by manual operation of the 
windlass. 


The safety feature is further enhanced by the addition of a swing or 
cradle at the ladder’s end, wherein the splicer may sit in comfort and security 
while working either at the pole or in the span. When collapsed the ladder 
lies flat and allows sufficient clearance for parking in the Lincoln warehouse 


garage, where it is kept at night. 


The mounting is made on a one-ton International truck chassis, and con- 


tains many other features of a less spectacular nature. 
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Radiotelephone Service on Trains 
Latest Thing in Communications 


LETT ERG BIS 


Telephone service from a speeding 
train, like the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road’s crack Broadway Limited, 
above, enables passengers to call any- 
where in the country. The train tele- 
phone operator, left, signals the per- 
son using the phone through the small 
window in front of her. Her control 
box is next to the window. The trans- 
mitters and receivers are in the cab- 
inet at her right. 


looks like that employed by an ordin- 
ary telephone. 


Along the Washington-New York 
route, telephone communication with 
a train is made through the nearest 
of the land radiotelephone stations 
at Washington, Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia and Newark, all of which con- 
nect with the regular telephone net- 
work. Calls can be made either to 
or from the trains, connecting pas- 
sengers with any one of more than 
52,000,000 telephones throughout the 
world. To telephone from the train, 
the attendant merely lifts the handset 
and gives the desired number to the 
Mobile Service Operator upon her 
answer. The latter then extends the 
ment is a modification of standard call over regular telephone facilities 
mobile radiotelephone apparatus. The to the called telephone, and the pas- 
telephone handset used by passengers _ senger begins the conversation. 


—-of 6 1 


Passengers could telephone from a 
speeding train to almost any other 
telephone in the world for the first 
time recently when radiotelephone 
service was inaugurated on the 
‘Congressional Limited” of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad and the “Royal 
Blue” of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad between New York and 
Washington. 

A re-designed section of the lounge 
car on each train affords privacy to 
passengers using the telephone serv- 
ice. Railroad attendants are on duty 
to assist passengers in placing calls 
and to locate persons on the trains 
who are being called. 


The trains’ radiotelephone equip- 


Conversely, anyone wishing to call 


the train from a wire telephone dials 


or asks for Long Distance and gives 
the Long Distance Operator the de- 
tails of the call. The operator then ex- 
tends the call to the Mobile Service 
Operator at the proper city for com- 
pletion by radiotelephone to the train. 


Masons Honor 
Telephone Employees 


The evening of November 28 was 
set aside by Lancaster Lodge No. 
54, A. F. and A. M. as “Telephone 
Night,” as a tribute to the 29 Lin- 
coln employees who are members 
of that organization. A special in- 
vitation was extended to all mas- 
ter masons who are telephone cm- 
ployes and 42 were in attendance. 


Don Smith of the Construction 
Department received the Masters 
degree and all stations were filled 
and lectures were given by fellow 
employees. Joe Hartley conferred 
the degree and was in charge of 
arrangements for the evening. 


We do not have a count of the 
total number of masons in the 
Company. In _ Lincoln,. however, 
there are 72 master masons of whom 
nine are past masters. These are 
George Albury, Perry Caldwell, H. 
W. Cane, C. C. Donley, Merle Hale, 
George Keith, Otto Nelsen, Guy 
Seaton and Bedric Wanek. Five 
other Lincoln employees currently 
hold masonic offices. 


Blessed Events 

Mr. and Mrs. 
So inmrsaaesceess - Kenneth Hult- 
Ee ea quist announce 
the birth of a 
son, born Octo- 
ber 29 in York. 
Mr. Hultquist is 
a member of the 
Construction De- 
partment at 
York. 


Gail Lynn Roller, new daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Roller, made 
her appearance on November 13. 
Mr. Roller is a member of the 


Construction Department. 
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Switches for Nationwide 
Dialing Made in Lincoln 


Evidence of the preparations being 
made for nationwide (toll) dialing 
appeared at the Lincoln Shops of the 
Western Electric Company last 
month when schedules for manufac- 
ture of shelves equipped with digit 
absorbing selector switches were 
accepted. This was reported this 
month in The Lincoln Carrier. 


There has been a small demand 
for this type of selector switch for 
a number of years. It is used under 
certain conditions where it is desired 
to give subscribers numbers con 
sisting of the same number of digits, 
but where in some cases, it 1s not 
necessary to register one of the 
digits. The function of the digit ab- 
sorbing selector switch is to cancel 
out the unnecessary digit. 


However, the trend toward na- 
tionwide dialing which requires a 
uniform numbering system through- 
out the country is resulting in a 
steadily increasing demand for this 
type of switch. Production at Lin- 
coln is expected to reach 300 per 
week by January 10. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during 
the month of November. 


Primary members: C. W. Helm, 
Lincoln Commercial, $8.25; C. W. 
Keester, Lincoln Service, $105.00; 
Hazel Drummond, Geneva Traffic, 
$5.00; Mrs. Dolores House, Has- 
tings Traffic, $30.00; Luella M. 
Buck, Ashland Traffic, $76.55; 
Mrs. Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Gen- 
eral Traffic, $192.50; L. W. Cleve- 
land, York Commercial, $2.00; J. 
A. McKinzie, Eastern District Mer., 
$25.00; Mrs. Willie R. Hamilton, 
General Commercial, $25.00. 


Dependents: Ronald Ahl, Lin- 
coln, $42.38; Mrs. J. Pugsley, Lin- 
coln, $185.63; Mrs. F. L. Tefft, 
Lincoln, $144.38; Mrs. R. L. Clin- 
ton, Lincoln, $127.13; Mrs. W. H. 
Webster, Lincoln, $221.63. 


First Car to Airplane Call 


The first commercial telephone 
call between an automobile and an 
airplane was recently made in Wil- 
mington, Delaware, according to 
Telephony magazine. The call was 
placed by Walter Grinsell of the 
Hercules Powder Company to Fred 
Lodge of the Bell Telephone Com- 


pany of Pennsylvania. 


Getting the call through to the 
Hercules plane 2,000 feet in the air 
was accomplished in less time than 
it takes to reach most points in 
Delaware by long distance from 
Wilmington. Mr. Grinsell picked up 
the instrument and in four and one- 
half minutes the automobile was in 
communication with the plane. 


What Happens On An 


Overseas Call? 

HE FACILITIES required for an 

overseas call can be suggested 

by following the path of a typical 
call between New York and London. 
An American subscriber asks his lo- 
cal operator for Long Distance, who 
in turn connects him to the overseas 
board in the Long Lines headquar- 
ters building at New York. After 
the necessary information is noted 
down, the caller is dismissed until 
the circuit is set up and the London 
subscriber reached. He is contacted 
again by a report operator when 
London is “ready”—and the call, 
always person-to-person, goes 
through on one of the six available 
circuits. 

The call in transit passes through 
a control room, also in the Long 
Lines building, where scrambling de- 
vices make it unintelligible to lis- 
teners-in and technical operators 
stand by in case the overseas oper- 
ator should report transmission dif- 
ficulties. From the control room, 
on our typical circuit, the call then 
travels by wire to Lawrenceville, 
N. J., for transmission over short 
wave radio frequencies selected to 
best fit the current atmospheric con- 
ditions. In the other direction, from 
Great Britain to the United States, 
the Londoner’s voice is brought to 
New York through receivers to Net- 
cong or Manahawkin, N. J. 

Short wave is the usual tranmis- 
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sion medium at New York as well 
as at the other overseas centers near 
Miami and San Francisco. 


—Southern Telephone News. 


lvan Haith Promoted 


A well deserved promotion came 
to Ivan Haith, formerly combination- 
man at Seward, last month, when 
he was appointed as manager at 
S.terling. Mr 
Haith will have 
charge of plant 
maintenance in 
Sterling and 
Adams and in 
addition will 
be responsible 
for certain com- 
mercial phases 
of the Com- 


pany’s operations 
Ivan began his telephone career 


in 1929 in the Construction De- 
partment where he was serving as a 
lineman at the time of his transfer 
to Seward in 1941 as a combination 
man. His experience with dial 
switching equipment at Seward will 
be particularly useful in his new po- 
sition inasmuch as both exchanges 
under his supervision will be dial 
operated. 


Ivan Haith 


The housing situation presents a 
problem as usual but the family is 
expecting to establish a residence at 
Sterling as soon as possible. They 
are former residents of that com- 
munity, so their surroundings will 
not be entirely new to them. 


Mr. Haith is past master of Oliver 
Lodge No. 38, A. F. and A M. at 
Seward and is a member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 


Independent Telephone Pioneer As- 
sociation. 
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Classified Column 


Classified ads wil] be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the Ist of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The “News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 


limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 
Three room furnished apartment. Any- 


one knowing of a vacancy please notify 
“ e = Phe a . * 
Gertrude Holmes, Business Office, Lin- 
coln. 


Early Telephone Acquired For 
Historical Collection 


PP Lincoln telephone circles, a close 
parallel to the vanished species of 
the dodo bird is found in the fate of 
the original three-wire automatic 
desk stands which once graced the 


museum piece. 


Arthur Keckler displays the new 
-homes and offices of Lincoln by the 


thousands. For many years they were 
the only type of desk set used by the 
Independent company but with the 
coming of the smaller dial and two 
wire equipment, they gave way grad- 
ually before the march of progress 
until 1925 when they were made ob- 
solete and removed from service. 


Because of their platinum contacts 
and generous composition of brass, 
the sets had a high junk value and 
they were dismantled as fast as they 
were returned to the warehouse. 
About ten years later, when the 
Company’s historical collection had 
begun to take shape, a search was 
made through the nooks and cran- 
nies of the organization in an attempt 
to obtain a sample of the familiar and 
historical telephone, but none were 
to be found. The search took on a 
frenzied atmosphere and after an in- 
terval of some five years, a set was 
unearthed, but the owner resisted all 
entreaties or enticements to present 
it to the collection. He would loan 
it, or let people look at it, with the 
specific understanding that he could 
come and get it at whatever moment 
his fancy urged him to do so. This 
has been the status in the quandary 
of the telephone historians versus 


the alleged last survivor of the Auto- 
matic 301 species. 


Thanks to the sharp eye and per- 
suasive argument of Arthur A. Keck- 
ler, who knew of the museum's prob- 
lem, it now has possession and title 
to another one of the sets. The sec- 
ond set was discovered in the base- 
ment of the Ben Wolf Cigar Store, 
121 North 12 Street, where it has 
lain, dust covered and forgotten for 
lo these many years. The information 
reached the ear of Mr. Keckler, who 
gets around, sees and hears things, 
and Arthur lost little time in ap- 
proaching Mr. Wolf. What trans- 
pired between the two is not known, 
but Arthur walked from the store, 
carrying the telephone and smoking a 
four-bit cigar. He presented the for- 
mer, in the name of Mr. Wolf, to the 
historical collection. The acquisition 
of this set completes a display of the 
cycle of automatic telephony in Ne- 
braska and samples of each successive 
type of dial telephone used in the 
state now safely and perpetually re- 
poses in the Company museum. 


Diai Service Ai Hiuskerville 

A new dial exchange at Husker- 
ville, cut into service last month, 
brings the total number of Com- 
pany exchanges to 121 and, as of 
November 30, brought the total of 
dial exchanges to 44. Huskerville is 
a temporary housing community for 
veterans at the Lincoln Air Base 
at which about 200 families for- 
merly received rural service from the 
Lincoln exchange. The new dial 
unit provides four party residence 
and either one or two party busi- 
ness service and in addition enlarges 
the capacity so that the former 
waiting list, which ran from 60 to 
80 applicants, has been eliminated. 
The cutover was started on Novem- 
ber 17, and was handled on a line- 
by-line basis during a period of sev- 
eral days. Subscribers are listed in a 
temporary directory pending the 
publication of the next Lincoln book. 
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Fighting Old Man “Flu” 
| Fea the second year, the Company 
has entered into the program of 
offering anti-influenza inoculations 
free to its employees, and during the 
latter part of November, telephone 
folks gathered at thirty points in the 
territory to face the needle. In all, 
417 ‘“flu-shots’” were administered; 
212 of them being given in Lincoln 
by the Company physician, Dr. L. E. 
Finney, who was ably assisted by 
Frances Koontz, of the engineering 


department. 


The results of last year’s inocula- 
tions, as reflected in the returns from 
a questionnaire mailed to those em- 
ployees who had availed themselves 
of them, indicate that the injections 
were apparently effective in a large 
percentage of cases. Only 21/4 per- 
cent of those inoculated reported 
they had experienced more than mild 
attacks of influenza last winter, while 
77 percent did not have it at all— 


even though, in many cases, the flu 


had stricken all other members of 
their families. 


JOuURNEY'S END 


MR. ANDREW W. WALROTH, 
father of George Walroth of the 
General Commercial Department, 
passed away November 14 in Lin- 
coln. Funeral services were held 
November 18 at Roper & Sons 
in Lincoln. 


MRS. NAOMI MILLER, mother of 
Gerald Miller of the Lincoln Serv- 
ice Department and Mother-In- 
Law of Ralph Wait, District Clerk 
at Hastings, passed away Novem- 
ber 7. Funeral services were held 
November 10 at the Zine Mortu- 
ary at Sterling. 


MRS. MARY A. LEFLER, mother 
of Dorothy Lefler of the General 
Plant Department, passed away 
December 1 at her home in Lin- 
coln. Funeral services were held 
December 4 at Wadlows Mor- 
tuary in Lincoln. 


~~" 


Commercial 


Betty Beebe, evening chief operator, 
Traffic, to cashier, Osceola. 


Florence Steffens, clerk to cashier, Au- 
burn. 


Non-Functional 


Goldia Simons, clerk to junior secre- 
tary, Hastings. 


Plant 


John J. Brockmeyer, combinationman to 
testboardman, Beatrice. 


Donavin Frankforter, cable  splicer’s 
helper to cable splicer, construction. 


Lloyd Jenkins, tester to switchman, 
Service, Lincoln. 


Eugene J. Kalkwharf, warehouseman 
to shopman, Supply. 


Gene B. Lewis, switchman to combina- 
tionman, Service, Lincoln. 


Lyle D. Rauch, warehouseman, supply, 
to combinationman, Service, Lincoln. 


Milton Royce, warehouseman to shop- 
man, Supply. 


Traffic 


Constance Alberts, A operator to A@L 
Operator, Hastings. 


Minnie Allen, L operator to Desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 


Opal Allison, chief operator-cashier, 
Ceresco, to chief operator, Beaver Cross- 
ing. 

Bonnie Beggs, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 


Wauneta Child, A&’L operator to A&L 
supervisor, Fairbury. 

Lois M. Connon, A operator to A&L 
Operator, Wymore. 


Mary E. Dickerson, A operator to A&’L 
Operator, Hastings. 

Georgia Estes, appointed chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Ceresco. 


Emily J. Hanus A operator to A&L 
Operator, Wahoo. 

Dea Hays, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, York. 

Helen Heine, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 

Margaret M. Holka, NA&L operator to 
assistant chief operator, Wahoo. 

Hannah Happel, A&sL operator to 
NA@&L operator, Sterling. 

Irene Jurgensmeir, desk operator to 
clerk, Hastings. 

Dolores J. Kaiser, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Shirley M. Koch, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Shirley Koehler, A€&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Osceola. 

Virginia Robinson, A operator to A&L 
Operator, York. 

Ada Shipp, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, York. 

Doris L. Soland, L operator to NA&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Mae Zarr, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, York. 


Promotions, Transfers 


Title Changes 


Opal Allison 
Chief Operator Cashier 
Beaver Crossing Osceola 


Orchids to 


Wahoo Operators 
OHN Q. PUBLIC is an exacting 
sort of fellow, and in this country 
he has been pretty badly spoiled. He 
is provided with services and sur- 
rounded by conveniences which, in 
many parts of the world, would 
be beyond the wildest dreams of 
attainment and he accepts them as a 
matter of course. Not only that, but 
John Q. expects those four major 
services—water, gas, electricity and 
the telephone—around which his 
home is centered, to function at the 
direction of his fingertips, twenty- 
four hours a day, and should one of 
them fail, even for a brief period of 
time, Mr. Public’s excitement knows 
no end. Who knows that better 
than a telephone man? 


The fourth of November was a 
chilly day and at 2:30 P. M. the 
gas supply to Wahoo ceased to func: 
tion. Workmen of the Central Gas 
and Electric Company who were 
cutting in a new valve in the main 
pipe line east of town had run into 
unforseen difficulties and they need- 
ed material and help from far away 
points. It didn’t take John Q. Pub- 
lic long to become concerned with 
this interference with his way of 
life and the lights began to glow on 
the Wahoo switchboard. 


It was not until the wee hours 
of the next morning that the pipe 
line was repaired and during the 


Betty Beeke 


quem nowe ane. 


Goldia Simons 
Junior Secretary 
Hastings 


entire emergency the Wahoo traf- 
fic force worked like troopers. They 
gave especial attention to the Gas 
Company's calls for material and 
workmen and so far as_ possible 
kept the lines clear for those pur- 
poses. The service must have been 
outstanding, for the following letter, 
written by District Manager H. R. 
Slocum, was received by Area Mana- 
ger E. L. Dorland a few days later: 


“We take this opportunity to 
thank you and your associates for 
the excellent service that was rend- 
ered the writer and his associates 
on Tuesday afternoon and evening 
and Wednesday morning, the fourth 
and fifth of November, when we ex- 
perienced the gas outage at Wahoo. 
The service rendered by your opera- 
tors was 100%. We took the liberty 
of sending the supervisor and the 
girls a box of candy and hope’ we 
did not violate any of your rules, 
but we did want to express our ap- 
preciation.” 


_---—— 


New Library Books 
TEW library books, which are re- 
cent additions to our library lo- 
cated in room 203, include ‘Friends 
and Lovers” by Helen MaclInnes: 
“The Years of the Locust” by Loula 
Grace Erdman; and “The Tamrack 
Tree” by Howard Breslin. These are 
all fiction books and provide a va- 
riety of reading, which we are sure 
anyone would enjoy. 


New Associate Editors 


Two new associate editors add 
their talents to the “News” this 
issue. We take pleasure in introduc- 


Ramona Wendland 


Goldia Simons 


ing them and are sure you will 
enjoy their columns. Mrs. Ramona 
Wendland is no newcomer io the 
field, having served for a number 
of years as associate editor for the 
eastern district. She is now the as- 
sociate editor for the Supply De- 
partment, succeeding Ruth Marrow, 
who has found it necessary to give 
up the assignment. Miss Goldia 
Simons has been appointed editor for 
the western district, succeeding Mrs. 
Betty Mitchell, who has resigned. 

The “News” deeply appreciates 
the fine efforts of Miss Marrow and 
Mrs. Mitchell, whose contributions 
to the “Personalities” department 
have been outstanding, | 


Christmas Again 


HE serenity and joy of the 

Christmas season is portrayed in 
the snow manteled scenes of outdoor 
Nebraska painted especially for the 
Christmas cover of the “News” by 
our Company artist, Joe Hartley. If 
testimony were needed, this work 
bears further witness to his fine ar- 
tistry. 

The scene, with its peaceful and 
homey simplicity, at once recalls the 
season of “Peace on Earth. Good 
Will Toward Men” as well as nostal- 
gic memories of merry evenings 
about glowing firesides. gaily be- 
decked trees, the jingle of sleigh 
bells and the warm handclasp of 
friends. 

On behalf of the “News” staff, 
we extend to each of you our sin- 
cere wish for a truly joyous holiday 
season and all good things in the 
year to come. 


We're Sorry, Claude 


Through a most regrettable omis- 
sion in last month’s issue, we failed 
to mention Claude Walker’s part in 
the Plattsmouth cutover. District 
Manager John McKinzie placed Mr. 
Walker in charge of the cutover 
which involved a multitude of de- 
tails and required several weeks of 
diligent work and planning to carry 
out this important assignment. Need- 
less to say, in his experienced hands 
the job was well and efficiently 
done. 


—_—___.. 


Another Volume of the 
News Goes to the Bindery 


HE “News” has reached another 
milestone and it is again time 
to send another volume to the bind- 
ery. Following a practice established 
in 1945, issues for the past two years 
will comprise this volume. Twenty- 
two issues will thus be included 
inasmuch as eleven editions are pub- 
lished annually, the August-Septem- 
ber issue being combined into one 
publication. 


Employees and Company pension- 
ers are invited to participate in this 
binding if they have saved their 
copies for the past two years. A con- 
siderable saving in cost, which will 
be passed along in its entirety to 
employees and pensioners, will thus 
be made possible because of the 
large number of orders. Binding will 
be in attractive buckram material in 
a selection of black, brown, maroon 
or dark green. 
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Recipe of the Month 


We have another very tempting 


recipe for use during the Holiday . 


Season this month, thanks to Mrs. 
Mary Docekal of 
Brainard. Mrs. 
Docekal and her 
husband, Ben, 
are strictly a tele- 
phone family, as 
they both work 
for the Com- 
pany. Mrs. Do- 
cekal is the Chief 
Operator at 
Mrs. Mary Docekal Brainard and Mr. 
Docekal is employed at David City. 
Her favorite recipe is for a de- 
sert known as “Dusty Delight,” and 
sounds delightful by any name. 


DUSTY DELIGHT 


14 cup cocoa 14 cup chopped nuts 


7% cup sugar 1/, cup powdered 
14 cup water sugar 
12 marshmallows, 3 eggs 

cut fine 12 graham crackers 


1/, cup butter 

Boil cocoa, sugar and water till it drops 
slowly from a spoon. Then cool. Cream 
butter, powdered sugar, egg yolks. Com- 
bine with above mixture. Add beaten egg 
whites, marshmallows and nuts. 

Line a flat pan with the crushed graham 
crackers, spread on the chocolate mixture. 
Sprinkle the top with a few graham 
cracker crumbs and chill. 


Carolers Take to the Air 


HE halls of the General Office 
and Warehouse buildings will 
again ring with the voices of carolers 
this year at the approach of Christ- 
mas. Nearly sixty employees repre- 
senting all departments are partici- 
pating in this third season of the 
activity. The group is under the di- 
rection of Mr. Leonard Paulson, 
voice instructor at Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. 

Personnel Director Guy O. Seaton 
has announced that the chorus will 
also present a special radio program 
of Christmas music December 22 at 
8:30 P. M. on KFOR. Turn your 
dial to 1240 and enjoy the singing. 


More than 115,000,000 miles of 
telephone wire are in use in the 
United States, of which nearly 60 
per cent is in underground cable. 


BATE INCREASES APPROVE 


One of the most vitally import- 
ant undertakings in which the Com- 
pany has ever engaged was success: 
fully concluded on November 18 
when the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission approved the Com- 
pany’s application for increases in 
local exchange and intra-state toll 
rates. The order, which applies to 
all exchanges except Unadilla and 
Huskerville, also provides for in- 
creases in service connection charges, 
the elimination of the prompt pay- 
ment discount and establishes a 
standard practice with respect to ex- 
tended exchange service. The appli- 
cation was filed on February 21, 
1947, and an amended filing was 
made on June 13, 1947. 

The need for additional revenue 
was brought out graphically in the 
Company’s application. Mr. William 
I. Aitken, Company attorney, whose 
thorough preparation and excellent 
presentation of the case brought 
forth many comments of commenda- 
tion, pointed out that the cost of 
practically everything necessary to 
provide telephone service had greatly 
increased during recent years. Ma- 
terials were shown to have gone up 
on an average of more than 35% and 
payrolls have more than doubled. It 
was also shown that the Company 
was faced with the necessity of pro- 
viding additions and improvements 
to plant facilities to meet the pub- 
lic’s demands for good telephone 
service. During the war, shortages of 
materials and manpower made it im- 
possible to provide such needed fa- 
cilities. Testimony in corroboration of 
the filing was made by department 
heads and other officials of the Com- 
pany. 

During the next five years plant 
additions and improvements are ex- 
pected to total about $5,000,000. In 
order to attract additional invest- 
ment capital to provide the neces- 
sary funds for carrying out this pro- 
gram, it is necessary that the Com- 
pany’s earnings be maintained at an 
adequate level. 

The application was opposed 
principally by subscribers in John- 


son and Clay counties. This oppo- 
sition was concerned primarily with 
the elimination of so-called “free 
service’ to other exchanges in the 
respective counties. Little opposition 
to the request for additional revenue 
was made. 

The rapid rise in the cost of op- 
erations has posed a difficult prob- 
lem for the entire telephone in- 
dustry and in recent months many 
companies have found it necessary to 
apply for readjustments. The North- 
western Bell Company recently was 
granted authority to establish rates 
similar to those contained in our 
Company’s order. The two compan- 
ies Operate about 7090 of the tele- 
phones in Nebraska, and provide 
comparable standards of service. It is 
therefore both desirable and equita- 
ble that rates charged for exchanges 
of similar size should be on a com- 
parable basis. Although the rates 
for the two companies will be ap- 
proximately equalized, revenues per 
station will continue to be at var- 
iance. This results from the fact that 
the Bell Company serves more ex- 
changes of larger size and because 
their toll revenues per station are 
greater than ours. Revenues per sta- 
tion for the Bell Company there- 
fore will continue to exceed those 
for our Company. 

In establishing local exchange 
rates, the various exchanges were 
placed in groups in accordance with 
the number of stations served and 
rates were determined proportion- 
ately. Higher rates, of course, apply 
to larger exchanges because of the 
rising index of operating expense per 
station and because of the factor of 
greater service value. New rates will 
become effective during the thirty 
day billing period following Decem- 
ber 20 on the billing dates of re- 
spective accounts. Fractional charges 
will thus be avoided. 

New rates for long distance serv- 
ice between points within Nebraska 
become effective on December 20. 
These principally are the establish- 
ment of a 3-minute instead of a 5- 
minute initial period for lower rate 
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calls; an increase of from 5 to 15 
cents for most day rate calls under 
175 miles; a reduction up to 40 
cents on day rate calls beyond 175 
miles; and an increase of from 5 to 
20 cents for night and Sunday rate 
calls. 


The elimination of the discount 
follows a practice generally in ef- 
fect by larger companies throughout 
the United States. It will have the 
advantages of saving time in the 
Accounting and Commercial Depart- 
ments and will do away with a 
source of irritation to customers. 

The new plan for providing ex- 
tended exchange service on a uni- 
form basis is considered to be a 
great step forward. The Commis- 
sion’s ruling will place all exchanges 
on a comparable and equitable basis 
and will eliminate discrimination 
against subscribers who formerly did 
not enjoy this service. In some in- 
stances, service to another near-by 
exchange is considered to be es- 
sential or desirable in order to make 
provision for a complete and ade- 
quate community service. For ex- 
ample, in many small towns veterin- 
arians, banks, implement stores, cle- 
vators and similar necessary business 
or professional services are not ac- 
cessible by local telephone. Provision 
for telephone service to larger ex- 
changes, without the application of a 
toll charge, has therefore been made 
in some cases where this condition 
exists. The exchanges so affected pay 
the rate for local service which ap- 
plies to the next highest station 
range group to compensate for the 
added operating expense. 


The job of changing the billing 
records in the Accounting and Com- 
mercial Departments to coincide with 
the new rates will be a large and 
exacting task. To insure maximum 
accuracy, the card records of the 
two departments will be changed 
and the billing for all accounts com’ 
pared before statements are mailed 
to subscribers. The change in long 


distance rates also will require much 


(Continued on Page 13) 


Quoted in full from ‘American Machinist: 


How Employees Benefit 


The first installment of this article 
appeared on Pages 10 and I] in the 
November issue of the ‘“‘News.”’ 


Strikes 


The ritht of an individual em- 
ployee to quit work is unqualifiedly 
and expressly protected. The law 
forbids any involuntary or compul- 
sory service. Note the following pro- 
vision in the law: 


“Nothing in this Act except 
as specifically provided for here- 
in, shall be construed so as to 
interfere with or impede or di- 
minish in any way the right to 
strike or to affect the limitations 
or qualifications on that right.” 


None of the provisions of the new 
law interferes in any real sense with 
the final right of employees or of 
their union to engage in strikes 


or in picketing for improved con- 
ditions. 


After all, the right to maintain 
an organized strike against an em- 
ployer or against the public cannot 
morally be justified if carried out 
in violation of a contract. Nor can 
it be justified if conducted for an 
unlawful or unwarranted purpose, 
such as an attack upon the employer 
because he is performing his legal 
duty to deal with a rival union which 
has won an election. 


Unfair Labor Practices 

Under the Wagner Act, only an 
employer could be guilty of an un- 
fair labor practice. Under the new 
law, a new code has been established 
ferbidding certain unfair conduct on 
either side. 

It is still an unfair labor practice 
for employers to dominate or inter- 
fere with the right of employees to 
organize or choose their bargaining 
agency. This protection is substan- 
tially the same. 

Now it is unlawful, however, for 
either an employer or a union to 
interfere with the right of an em- 
ployee to organize or remain unor- 


ganized. The sole exception is, as al- 
ready stated, that a union shop agree- 
ment requiring continued payment of 
dues may be entered into by vote 
of a majority of the employees. 


It is now unlawful for a union, 
as well as for an employer, to refuse 
to bargain in good faith. Prior to the 
new law, unions in some instances 
refused to bargain in good faith. 

It used to be lawful for unions 
to combine by jurisdictional strikes 
and boycotts to interfere with the 
right of a group of employees to 
choose their own bargaining agency. 
Such action today is unlawful. 


PPHPPIGPGPIGGOGLLODOLDGODOGIOGGDOLODOD 


This is the second and concluding 
installment of an article concerning 
the Labor-Management Relations Act 
of 1947—the so-called Taft-Hartley 
Bill. Because of the general interest 
in this national legislation, we have 
thought it appropriate to publish in 
its entirety this article which appeared 
in a recent edition of the “American 
Machinist.”” Although, of course, any 
legislation can be interpreted finally 
only by the courts, we believe the 
article to be a good presentation of 
the law’s provisions. The article ap- 
pears here in its original form and 
has not been edited by us in any 
way. 
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Now both the union and employer 
have the right to apply to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board for an 
election. Formerly only the union had 
this right. 


Freedom of Speech 

Employers and employees alike are 
free to express their views to each 
other orally or in writing under the 
new law “if such expression con- 
tains no threat of reprisal or force 
or promise of benefit.” 

The general impression heretofore 
was that the employer had no right 
to state his views on union matters 
to his employees and that all such 
information had to come from union 
representatives. 

Many employees in any large 
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group naturally wish to hear both 
sides of a question before making up 
their minds. That is the democratic 
way of doing things, especially in a 
country which prides itself on its 
respect for the right of free speech. 


Supervisors 


No empioyer is required under the 
new law to deal with a union com- 
prised of -supervisors. Supervisors, 
which include foremen with real au- 
thority, in fact, are excluded specifi- 
cally from the bargaining unit. 

This provision in the new law 
confirms the policy of most unions 
in the past. Unions generally have 
felt that supervisors were too closely 
allied with management to be taken 
into secret conferences of union mem- 
bers. 

Suits for Damages 


Unions are granted the right to 
sue employers for violation of con- 
tracts. Unions, in turn, are subject 
to suits for damages for the follow- 
ing: 

1. Violations of agreements with 
employers. 

Secondary boycotts of a cer- 
tain kind. 

. Jurisdictional strikes. 

Court judgments for damages 
against a labor union, however, can 
be enforced only against the funds 
of the union and not against any 
of the individual members. Never- 
theless, the procedure above outlined 
makes unions, now grown into pow- 
erful institutions, responsible for 
their actions, just as employers are. 
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Restrictions on Injunctions 


Those who framed the new law, 
in considering the right of employ- 
ers or employees to go into courts 
for protection, could choose between 
the right to secure an injunction or 
the right to collect damages, or both. 
They have given the unions their 
preference in the new law, since 
unions have shown far greater oppo- 
sition to the injunction, compared 
with jury trial for damages. 


It seemed far better in some ways 
to enjoin persons from committing 
an unlawful act than to wait until 
the wrongful act was done and then 
collect damages. Nevertheless, Con- 
gress did not give to the employer 
under this law the right to go to 
court for an injunction, such as is 
provided for under such statutes as 


the antitrust laws where employers, 


are involved. Such denial is out of 
deference to the feelings of unions. 


Bear in mind that no employer is 
permitted to go to court and secure 
an injunction under the new law. 
Thus the Norris-LaGuardia Act, de- 
signed to protect unions from injunc- 
tions secured by employers, is still 
in force. 


Except in national emergencies, 
only the National Labor Relations 
Board can issue cease and desist or- 
ders or obtain injunctions against 
unfair labor practices. 


National Health and Safety 


If a strike or lockout affecting an 
entire industry or a substantial part 
thereof is threatened, to the point 
that it will “imperil the national 
health and safety,” the Attorney 
General of the United States, by di- 
rection of the President, may apply 
to the courts for an injunction against 
such strike or lockout for a limited 
time. This action may result in sus- 
pending a strike or lockout for a 
maximum of 80 days. 


But even the President may not 
direct the Attorney General to ask 
for an injunction until the facts have 
been investigated by a board of in- 
quiry which he appoints. 


During the time that an injunction 
is in effect, the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board must take a secret vote 
among employees as to whether they 
wish to accept or reject the employ- 
er’s last offer. By this means, the 
rights of union members are further 
protected. 


Presumably the great body of 
union and non-union employees will 
not object to a law which merely 
requires a union to stop, look and 
listen before plunging the nation 
into a disastrous coal or steel strike 
which imperils national health and 
safety. 


These provisions and safeguards, 
with the various inquiries and at- 
tempts at settlement prescribed, af- 
ford better protection to unions 
against injunctions secured by the 
government than did the former law. 
Under that law the federal govern- 
ment, by direction of President Tru- 
man, obtained an injunction against 
the coal strike called by John L. 


Lewis. 


Political Contributions 


Unions formerly were able to 
compel practically every person in 
certain industries (notably the coal 
industry) to join the union as a con- 
dition of employment. The persons 
thus employed had many political 
complexions—there were Democrats, 
Republicans and Socialists. 


It then was possible for the union, 
as in the case of the United Mine 
Workers, to contribute $600,000 in 
support of a Democratic candidate 
against whom they wished to vote. It 
was an un-American procedure. 


Congress reached the conclusion 
that no man should be required, un- 
der a democratic government, to pay 
tribute to a political party to which 
he was opposed. Hence union mem- 
bership, which relates solely to eco- 
nomic conditions, should not be tied 
to political support. 


Labor organizations as well as cor- 
porations, under the circumstances, 
are prohibited from diverting to po- 
litical purposes money contributed 
for economic purposes. In other 
words, neither corporations nor 
unions may donate funds to a polit- 
ical campaign. 


The new law, on the other hand, 
in no way prevents union members 
from organizing themselves into a po- 
litical unit to contribute money to a 
political party. But the contribution 
cannot be from the union’s own 


funds. 


This part of the new law is an 
amendment to the Federal Corrupt 
Practices Act, which has been on the 
statute books for some time in rela- 
tion to contributions by corporations. 
It applies the same rule to labor 
unions that it applies to corporations. 
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Rate Increases Approved 
(Continued from Page 11) 


work on the part of the Traffic and 
Accounting Departments. 

Inserts which will accompany 
monthly statements will inform sub- 
scribers of the new exchange rates 
and the general changes in long 
distance rates, together with infor- 
mation concerning extended ex- 
change service provisions and the 
elimination of the discount. News- 
paper advertisements also will be 
used, and in some cases inserts will 
be sent by direct mail where ad- 
vance notification of changes in ex- 
tended service is necessary. 


An increase in rates usually xe- 
sults in some loss through removals 
of service. The Company, however, 
does not anticipate a great decrease 
in stations from this source. It is 
believed that the public in general 
realizes that additional revenues are 
required to compensate for the tre- 
mendous rise in operating costs. 


Although in most exchanges there 
is a considerable waiting list of ap- 
plicants, we should in no case assume 
the attitude that the removal of a 
telephone will be a matter of light 
concern for the Company. Every ef- 
fort should be made to justify the 
necessity for rate increases as well 
as the Company’s position on other 
matters contained in the Commis- 
sion’s order. The customer who in- 
dicates a desire to discontinue serv- 
ice should be made to feel that his 
patronage is highly appreciated and 
that the Company would greatly 
regret to lose his account. The day 
may not be far away when we will 
again be soliciting business instead 
of striving to keep ahead of the 
demand for service. Retaining the 
goodwill of the public in handling 
such matters must therefore be a 
foremost consideration. All ques- 
tions should be answered fully and 
in this respect the booklets pub- 
lished last February entitled “Infor- 
mation For Employees Concerning 
Our Proposed Rate Adjustment,” 
will be found to contain useful jn- 
formation and helpful answers to 
queries with which you are most 
likely to be confronted. 
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Margie Grewell Catherine Cassel] 


Exeter Sutton 
30 Years 20 Years 
OG ine D\ Bead 
Tr SS 
Alberta Mayer 


of the Auburn 
Traffic Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Lyle 
DeBuhr on Oc- 
tober 21 at Au- 
burn. Rev. 
Ward Merritt of 
Humboldt  per- 
formed the cere- 
mony. After a short honeymoon, 
the couple will reside in Auburn. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Au- 
burn was the scene of the wedding 
of Ida LaVonne Hendrickson, opera- 
tor at Auburn, and Harlan Keedy, 
also of Auburn, which took place 
on October 24. Rev. F. W. Henkel 
read the lines of the double ring 
ceremony. After a wedding trip, the 
couple will reside in Auburn, where 
Mrs. Henkel will continue her work. 


Dorothy Mattox, of the Tecum- 
seh Traffic Department and Harm 
Agena of Sterling were united in 
marriage November 18 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Sterling. After 
a honeymoon spent in Denver, the 
couple will reside in Sterling. 

Dorothy Wulf of the Superior 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Martin Schmidt, on Novem- 
ber 2 at the Grace Lutheran Church 
in Hebron. The ceremony was per- 


formed by Rev. J. A. Reuter. Doro- 


Oscar Lewis R. H. Spohn 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Thirty-Two Years 
J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
A. T. Albers, H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; L. A. 
Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Erma Dixon, Geneva; J. T. May, W. C. 
Stewart, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln; H. H. Lahr, 
Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 
Hazel E. Nichols, Della M. Wilcox, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 


Catherine Cassell, Sutton; Oscar Lewis, 
R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


Marian Carter D. E. Hibbert 
Tecumseh Lincoln 


15 Years 15 Years 
Eighteen Years 


H. D. Ash, Weeping Water; C. E. 
Harp, H. W. Potter, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 


Lavina McElroy, Wilbur: Helen Ofe, 
Plattsmouth. , 


Fifteen Years 
Miriam Carter, Tecumseh; D. E. Hib- 
bert, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Millie L. Lane, Wymore. 
Twelve Years 
Bertha M. Sommer, Utica. 
Eleven Years 
T. B. Hedges, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Gladys Ball, Ashland; L. L. Rauch, 
Don Smith, James E. Baxter, Jr., Lin- 
coln; Velma Stock, Nebraska City. 
Five Years 


S. K. Lawrence, Mabel M. Volpp, Lin- 
coln; L. E. Vosika, Wilber; Maxine Mera- 
dith, York. 


thy has resigned her position and 
is now residing at her new home 
in Hebron. 


The wedding of Luetta Anderson, 
operator at Hastings, and Billy Jen- 
sen, took place in the Community 
Church in Wilcox on October 26. 
Rev. Donald Leff officiated. Mrs. 
Jensen will continue her work. 

Leland Rauch, switchman at Lin- 
coln, and Wilma Whalen of Lin- 
coln were united in marriage on No- 
vember 8 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Lincoln. After a honeymoon in Chi- 
cago, the couple returned to Lin- 
coln where they will reside. 
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The wedding of Barbara Moller, 
Accounting Department, and Wayne 
E. Lampe, took place Nov. 27th at 
the Presbyterian Church in Dun- 
bar. After a short honeymoon the 
couple will reside in Lincoln. Mrs. 
Lampe will continue working. 


Telephones operated by Inde- 
pendent Companies and the Bell 
System in the United States now 
total 32 million. Unfilled orders ex- 
ceed 2,500,000. 

In 1946 about twice as many 
telephones were added in this coun- 
try as the total in service in all Mex- 
ico and Central and South America, 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Beaver Crossing 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 

Welcome to our new Chief Operator, 
Mrs. Opal Allison, formerly of Ceresco. 
She has taken over the duties of Emma 
Allison Schulz, who was recently married 
and is leaving the telephone work. 

David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

Again we are scratching our heads 
trying to think up something which has 
happened or is going to happen. If it 
were not for the Traffic Department, 
our little donation to the ‘Telephone 
News would be mighty small. We are 
welcoming a new girl, none other than 
Emily Hanus, formerly of Wahoo . . 
Mrs. Nadine Smith is back on the job 
after being out on account of the serious 
illness of her grandmother ... We are 
glad to report she is improving . . . Miss 
Merna Stewart visited home folks at 
Friend over the week-end ... Miss Leola 
Heins and Margaret Ann Rech spent 
Sunday in Omaha and Bonnie Gill and 
Leola Heins were shopping in Lincoln 
one day last week ... Betty Northway 
shopped in Omaha the other day and 
brought back a display of new clothes 
— Miss Swan and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Okrina attended the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma game Irene Stier was 
shopping in Lincoln recently . . . It won’t 
be long now until we hear the jingle 
of sleigh bells—the girls are preparing 
for their annual Christmas party—names 
have been drawn and the date has been 
set for December 16th ... The flu bug 
struck again, several were out with the 
sniffles but roll call is 100% now... 
The girls in the Traffic Department are 
walking around as though they had been 
riding horseback, due to the steps being 
painted. They try their best to miss the 
wet paint but so far, the steps and the 
landing have taken on the Grauman 
Chinese Theater appearance, only these 
are footprints in wet paint, not in ce- 
ment. 

Piatismouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Miss Vada Brothers is back to work 

after spending her vacation at home in 


LaPlatte . .. Mrs. Harriett Wynn is 
spending her three weeks vacation at 
home ... Mrs. Alyce Sharpneck spent 
the week-end November 21 in Lincoln 
visiting friends . . . Wedding bells will 
soon to be ringing for Vada Brothers, toll 
operator at Plattsmouth, whose forth- 
coming marriage will take place on 
December 21 . . . Our Chief Operator, 
Mrs. Hilda Johanns husband’s daughter 
has a baby daughter. We are saying con- 
gratulations to “Grandma Johanns”.. 
Dean Bogenreif is enjoying his vacation 
hunting—What? Where?—Maybe he 
will tell us later... Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Newens spent part of their vacation at 
New Orleans and on their return trip 
stopped at Memphis, Tenn., visiting 
friends. They enjoyed their trip to the 
south very much. 


Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


News time slips around pretty fast 
it seems, as the ol’ reporter starts wrack- 
ing her brain again for news this month 
- +» One lucky guy who took his vacation 
recently, was Wayne Menz of the Plant 
Department—poor guy though, he spent 
all of it squirrel hunting, and no squir- 
rels! You must not posses the right 
technique, Wayne, or are you sure you 
were hunting for squirrels??? Welcome! 
is the word for Weldon Duer who has 
added his name to the em- 


Ployees of the Plant De- ge 
partment. Good Luck to 
you, Weldon! ... We are 


sorry to lose Ivan Haith 
who has been transferred 
to Sterling as Manager. 
You'll be missed Ivan, but 
we know you will be an 
asset to Sterling, and 
they’ll be as proud to work 
with you as we all have 
been. Best wishes and 
congratulations on your 


Della Wilcox of the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department 
and Roger Tapley, son of 
Maxine Tapley, formerly a 
Lincoln Traffic employee, 
enjoy the sea breezes at 
Long _ Beach, California, 
aboard the U. S. S. Minne- 
tonka., 
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promotion ... Geo. Miers and “Tarzan” 
(Al Ager) recently were very intrigued, 
that people do have a little hospitality 
yet. Recently upon working close to a 
farm house, Geo. was pleasantly sur- 
prised by the woman of the household 
asking him in to a chicken dinner. That 
really sounded good, but the only hitch 
was that “Tarzan” was working a little 
ways away and consequently hadn’t been 
asked. So George asked the lady politely 
if “Tarzan” could eat too. So both went 
in and had an enjoyable time . . . Bernice 
Mueller spent an afternoon in Lincoln 
shopping recently . . . Eleanore Schutz 
spent a week-end in Elmwood with her 
folks and had a wonderful time ... We 
all recuperated over our influenza shots 
recently. 


Syracuse 


Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


At last Mrs. Gloria Wellman’s wish 
is coming true, she is spending her va- 
cation at home, sleeping . .. Aldean 
Steinhoff was chosen as candidate of 
Syracuse High School to attend the 
Apple Bowl and Play Day at Nebraska 
City, November 14th. We have a sus- 
picion that she was happy over her va- 
cation from the telephone office as well 
as from school . .. Miss Windels and 


Mrs. Bock went bargain hunting in 
Omaha November 1, but came home with 


Harlan Gillespie and Lloyd Oglesby, 
Beatrice Plant, with Harlan’s prize dog 
“Pepper”, display a fine bag of 14 quail. 
“Count ’‘em,” says Harlan. 


very few packages ... Mrs. Lockhart 
went to Omaha to visit her sister and 
to attend the hockey game . . . Manager 
Ernst and family attended the wedding 
of Mrs. Ernst’s nephew Sunday, Novem- 
ber 16 at Garrison, Nebr. .... Aldean 
Steinhoff and Alice France played 
hookey from school November 12 to go 
shopping in Lincoln ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Dettmer and Mr. and Mrs. Kermoade 
went to Omaha Saturday evening, No- 
vember 8 to the roller skating follies. 

(Editor’s Note—We wish to welcome 
Iona Pieper as the new correspondent 
for Syracuse. She is taking the place 
of Darlene Johannes who was _ trans- 


ferred to the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment). 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, ‘Correspondent 


The Traffic Department at Wahoo ex- 
perienced a regular “fruit basket upset” 
the past month. After five years of 
faithful service, Emily Hanus, Assistant 
Chief Operator, was transferred to David 
City as of November 14. Emily leaves 
a host of good friends who wish her 
the best of luck, and with her good dis- 
position and personality, she will acquire 
many more friends at David 5 5 
Ethel Daharash entertained a few friends 
on November 12 at her home honoring 
Emily. The evening was spent playing 
cards and Emily was later presented 
with a gift Margaret Holka, our 
past night operator, has been promoted 
to Assistant Chief Operator, filling the 
vacancy of Emily Hanus. Congratulations 
Margaret, and more power to you! ... 
New operators now in training are An- 
geline Docekal and Mary Jane Steyskal 


... Mr. and Mrs. Dorland left November 
24 to enjoy his last two weeks’ vaca- 
tion in sunny and warm San Antonio, 
Texas ... Mae Beaty and Hazel Hagen- 
buck took in the Nebraska-Oklahoma 
football game in Lincoln... Alice Jean 
Banks and Marjorie Collins, operators, 
enjoyed their vacations at home 
Vivian Croshaw, Alice Jean Banks and 
Norma Koukal spent the week-end of 
November 15 with Joan Banks at Su- 
perior, sister of Alice Jean. From all re- 
ports, a gay time was had and anyone 
desiring more information, contact 
Norma. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


Changing telephone rates involves 
many additional hours of work and now 
most departmental employees are wish- 
ing they had completed their Christmas 
shopping early. Viva June Siefert holds 
the record of being the first in the de- 
partment to finish her Xmas shopping. 
That’s how she spent her recent vaca- 
tion. Speaking of vacations, we still have 
a few people who are taking their va- 
cations at this late date. ‘Globe trotting’ 
Marie Vidlock waited until practically 
the last hour to decide between a trip 
to Texas or California. She ended up 
by getting on a train headed for Cali- 
fornia. Your editor takes this opportun- 
ity to thank all who so kindly offered 
assistance during Mrarie’s absence. Mr. 
Sievers, who also used up vacation time, 
spent it in and around the new house 
which is going up 8 miles south of Lin- 
coln. Jean Walker spent her hours of 
relaxation in Denver and Lincoln. She’s 
been doing a lot of day dreaming since 
and we’re beginning to wonder whether 
she should have taken a vacation. Mary 
Lou Freauf spent her time at home 
taking care of a niece. Arlene Yost 
struck out for Texas. Laura Sires started 
out for Des Moines, but had such a 
good time in Omaha she decided to stay. 
Ruby Hahn, Dru Kucera and Rose Carl- 
son are relaxing at home for the bal- 
ance of their vacations. Shirley Bon- 
nell is visiting in Fort Dodge, Iowa and 
Shirley Pentico is visiting in her old 
home town in Kansas Ping pong 
seems to be a favorite lunch hour sport. 
Ed Brehm and J. L. Lyne conceded a 
game to Dick Hansen and Chris Ly- 
beris (Service) the other day ... Helen 
Goit resigned in October to move to 
Washington, but she got so homesick 
while there she returned and is again 
occupying a desk in our north office. 
Glad to have you back, Helen... We’re 
wondering how much time R. Ghormley 
devotes to walking the floor with the 
new daughter??? Sincere sympathy goes 
to Vic Musselman in the passing of 
his father-in-law Martha Dietrich 


~-aff 16 }e-- 


will learn to keep her mouth closed. She 
was more than busy telling a friend 
what she had purchased as a gift for 
your editor, not knowing this editor was 
in the house and very much tuned in 
to her conversation. Very funny!!! Walk- 
ing by the billing room one day, we 
noticed Esther Kehling down on her 
knees. She won’t confess a thing, and 
now we’re curious enough to want to 
know—was she ‘a-prayin’, or was she 
teaching’ the gals how to ’roll dem 
bones??? Dawn Purinton is glad the 
rainy season is over and hopes to be 
able to scrape up enough money by 
spring to replace the umbrella that she 
left in the wastebasket beside her desk 
to dry. The janitor, deciding that every- 
thing in a wastebasket is waste, disposed 
of the umbrella Gladys Holscher 
has found a way to keep from eating 
too much turkey on Thanksgiving—have 
your tonsils out the day before. Helen 
Pickard had hers out early enuf to re- 
cuperate by Thanksgiving . . . Echoes 
of Lohengrin’s familiar wedding march 
reveal the marriage of Barbara Moller 
to Wayne Lampe. This department 
wishes you a life time full of happiness, 
Barbara Virginia Hughes had a 
weakness for sniffing colognes and per- 
fumes until the day she accidentally 
pushed a bottle of cologne off the coun- 
ter at a dept. store. During the excite- 
ment that followed and Virginia’s offer 
to pay for the spilt cologne, she picked 
the lonely bottle cap from the floor and 
handed it to the clerk . . . One male 
member of the department, we under- 
stand, has become quite interested in 
girl scouts, or is it the girl scout lead- 
er???? There’s warmth in Yuletide greet- 
ings, there’s joy in Christmas cheer, 
there’s happiness in wishing friends a 
glad, successful year. 


Cafeteria and General 


Traffic 


By Mary Tice 


That beaming countenance you may 
have noticed as you walk in the Cafeteria 
door belongs to Mrs. Eva Lebo who 
wants the world to know that she has a 
new granddaughter. Congratulations, 
Grandma! . Ringing up the nickels 
and dimes at the cash register these days 
is Mrs. Minnie Stieber who recently was 
named as cashier and is doing a fine job 
... Miss Terry Jean, a brand new baby 
daughter, was born to Mrs. Erma Dill- 
worth on November 23. Mrs. Dillworth 
was formerly senior secretary to the gen- 
eral traffic superintendent ... A hearty 
welcome is extended to Mrs. Clara 
Mitchell, who is a new Cafeteria em- 
ployee and to Jean Heuppelsheuser who 
has resumed employment ... Merlie 
Markuson, traveling chief operator, has 
returned from a very enjoyable vacation 
during which she visited at Alliance and 
Denver. 


Construction Department 
By Virginia Kinseth 

We have quite a few vacations to re- 
port this month. Mr. Studier went to 
Minnesota—Deer Hunting, and reported 
that his trip was quite eventful. Mr. 
Holcomb, E. J. Eichenour, T. Roller, W. 
B. Imler, D. E. Jones, were also on va- 
cation. We don’t know where they went 
but we are sure they had a good time . 

. We wish to welcome a lot of new 
employees—V. G. Schrock, J. F. Schrock, 
A. A. Kaiser, C. C. Minich, F. E. 
Swartz, M. G. Riner, A. O. Frerichs, 
V. G. Nuss, R. G. Bruning, G R. 
Sunday, D. A. Woodruff and F. G. Row- 
lison . . . We are sorry to lose J. G. 
Blankenship, L. C. Clark, H. S. Hassel- 
quist, J. R. Jones, D. Larson and R. E. 
White, who have resigned . . . Some of 
the office surprised the Floyd Waaks with 
a housewarming party November 11th. 
They have a new house at the airbase 
and is it a honey... Can you imagine? 
We almost forgot to say that our Asso- 
ciate Editor, Shirley Hess, is on vaca- 
tion this week . . . We wish to congratu- 
late the Roller family. The stork left 
them a new daughter—Gail Lynn Roller 
on November 13, 1947. 


Supply Department 
Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


With the holidays almost upon us it’s 
hard to think of anything other than 
turkey, pumpkin pie and _ cranberry 
sauce, but there are a few items of 
news ... The Warehouse is sporting a 
new addition just to the east. The new 
building is a quonset type building, 
measuring 40x92 feet, and is to be used 
for car storage. For some time now, 
Harry Smith, our Motor Vehicle Super- 
visor, has been faced with a shortage 
of storage space, making it necessary 
to park some of the cars out in the 
open in the cable yard. This, being an 
unsatisfactory arrangement, made the 
new building a necessity. The building 
is still in the first stages but one of 
these days it will be completed for all 
to note and admire . . . While on the 
subject, we are happy to report that 
Harry Smith is much improved and 
comes visiting now and then. During his 
last visit, a remark was made that soon 
Harry would have to have double doors 
in order to navigate, this due to his 
added weight. Harry blames this de- 
ception on his overcoat, however 
We have two new employees to welcome 
this month. Carl Mischnick, who is 
working in the Motor Vehicle Depart- 
ment and R. H. Fischer who works in 
the warehouse. We hope that they both 
enjoy their work as we are glad to have 
them . . . Eldon Drewel, our mail boy, 
is very proud these days as he chauf- 
feurs the mail around in a new 1947 
International Ford Panel Delivery truck. 
We suspect that he polishes it every 


trip . . . Our inventory crew is rather 
small this year with Charles Hansen, 
Anne Pavel and “Mardy” Miller groan- 
ing under the load. We hope the situa- 
tion is relieved before long, though .. . 
We might make a note about a wedding 
of a former employee. Leland Rauch, 
brother of Russell Rauch, our Warehouse 
Foreman, and a familiar face around 
these parts, was married November 8, 
1947, to Wilma Whalen, a Lincoln girl. 
For details, see the Service Department 
news as Lee was recently transferred <o 
that department. We do wish the couple 
every happiness though ... There are 


‘no vacations to report on this month, 


except the extensive trip being under- 
taken by Mr. F. M. Strasser, our Su- 
pervisor of Supplies. We’re leaving this 
item out until next month when the 
details will be first-hand. At this writ- 
ing, however, his itinerary shows him 
enjoying the pleasures that California 
has to offer ... The flu bug has downed 
one employee recently. F. P. Condos, 
our night janitor, was off a short time 
due to this illness, although now he re- 
ports feeling well and spry again. Bill 
Knee was off recently due to the ill- 
ness of his son. We do hope he is fine 
by now... Gene Kalkwarf, a former 
warehouse employee, now reports to the 
General Repair Shop and seems to be 
liking it fine. Another employee hav- 
ing been transferred from the ware- 
house to the repair shop is Milton 
Royce. “Milt” has worked there before 
so the surroundings are not too new to 
him . .. Our last item of news is a 
sad one. Ben “Noah” Ferguson has been 
Navigating around his basement in a 
boat. Benny’s house plumbing took a bad 
turn and poor Benny was off a week 
Tepairing the damage. He reports that 
only tall stilts are needed now, how- 
ever, if you’re not a good swimmer, 
don’t go visiting Mr. Ferguson ...A 
happy holiday season to everyone, with 
the caution of “Don’t eat too much.” 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 
Little Audrey didn’t just laugh and 
laugh when she was the — ~ 
victim of a real soaking 
after a bottle of red stamp 
pad ink fell on her. Au- 
drey Althouse was dili- 
gently wrapping pay-sta- 
tion money in the count- 
ing room one fine day 
when a quart bottle of red 
ink just decided to fall 
off the shelf and splatter. 
It wasn’t until her hands, 
arms, clothes, etc., were 


The folks at Nebraska 
Ciiy take time out during 
a busy day in the Commer- 
cial office. Left to right, a 
customer, John  Ruppell, 
Billy Lant and Donna Pe- 
tring. 
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covered with the sticky mess that she 
decided to scream—bloody murder! That 
scream brought W. McDowell a-running 
and when he peered into the room 
and saw red he turned white. Poor 
Mac just couldn’t take the sight of that 
red ink which so closely resembled 
blood . . . We were truly sorry to 
lose Mrs. Irene Hamilton from our force 
this month. Irene has decided to be 
a housewife and she has been the envy 
of many girls ever since . . . Introducing 
herself around our fort is Joan Moor- 
berg, a new part time employee. Joan, 
plus her perky smile, is most welcome 
here . . . Ella Knobel really did up her 
vacation in style by traveling to Denver 
by plane. She had a very exciting time. 
. . . The new rates on telephone serv- 
ice being put into effect Dec. 21st, finds 
a hustle in home camp. Every card, rec- 
ord, etc., has to be changed and in work- 
ing order when the rate change takes 
over, sO many a hand is busy at work . 
. . Claude Helm spent a most unenjoy- 
able week at home recovering from the 
flu... Turkey day has come and gone 
only to leave everyone very stuffed and 
miserable. L. Schlentz gave the home 
folks a thrill on that thankful day by 
visiting in David City. Dean Hamilton 
jaunted off to McCook while most of the 
Lincolnites spent the day with relatives 
and friends ... We’re about to offer a 
reward to anyone having proof and in- 
formation as to when and how the re- 
modeling plans for our office are coming. 


Lincoln Service Department 
By Alice Hobson 


A. B. Smith enjoyed a three weeks’ 
vacation in sunny California, visiting 
a sister in Los Angeles and a brother in 
San Pedro. Mr. Smith attended sev- 
eral football and baseball games and 
fished a little E. E. Wedgwood 
spent most of his vacation pheasant 
hunting E. T. Dougherty spent 
several days of his vacation quail hunt- 
ing... J. D. Green spent his vacation 
in Topeka, Kansas, with his father who 
is ill in a hospital there . . . Those 
spending their vacations at home were 
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WAYNE WENZE, SEWARD , 
SAVED HIS VACATION 50 HE. 


Yi Vin om 


LORRAINE WICLIAMS. VOLLEY 
TOLD 70 REPORT AT THE Y.W.C.4.FOR-A PHYSICAL 


SEASON — LORRAINE GOT INTO THE YMCA. 
BY MISTAKE. AND CREATED QUITE A STIR IN THA 
SEDATE ORGANIZATION BEFORE GETTING 
THE MATIER SIRAIGHTENED OUT. 
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LINCOLN SERVICE, WHO WON THE“ 
BINGO PARTY AND ALMOST DION'T COLLECT 
BECAUSE THE FELLOW IN CHARGE OF THE DRAWING COULDN ‘T 
READ JOHN'S SIGNATURE ! 


CKERMAN, GENEVA PLANT 
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YA- BUT IF IT 

IS IN DA 
VASTE BASKET 
IT 1SS VASTE. 
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DAWN PURINTON , ACCOUNTING DEPT. 
LEARNED THE OLD, OLD LESSON IN THE 
USUAL HARD WAY WHEN SHE LEFT HER 
UMBRELLA IN THE WASTEBASKET 
BESIDE HER DESK TO DRY. 


Te) 

AUDREY ALTHOUSE OF THE LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE REACHED FOR. 
A BOTILE OF RED INK ON A HIGH SHELF. WHEN IT SLIPPED FROM 
HER GRASP SHE GOT MOST OF IT DOWN THE FRONT FROM HEAD 10 
FOOT WALDO M°DOWELL HEARING HER SCREAM, RUSHED IN- BUT 
LOST HIS CHANCE 10 BE A HERO BY PASSING OUT WHEN CONFRONTED 
BY AUDREY, WHO WAS APPARENTLY DRIPPING GORE BY THE QUART 
FROM H BUTTERED HEAD AND THROAT. 
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JARVIS DENNIS, 
THE. ASSERTIVE 

“EY FEATHER-WEIGHT, 
PMN HAS WEATHERED 
7 YEARS OF HEATED 


e ( é 

oe ge 
REMINISCENT OF THE WORKMAN WHO 
DROPPED ‘aH rials ae WHEN 
HE NOON WHISTLE BLEW — 
BOSHART DIDN'T TAKE TIME To 
REPLACE THE CAP ON HIS FOUNTAIN 
PEN IN HIS HURRY TO GET INTO 
HE CHOW LINE A FEW DAYS 


THE FOLKS AT DAVID CITY 
HAVE BEEN MAKING LIFE A BIT 

ROUGH FOR E.A. MCKENNA, DIRECTORY 

#0 8055, SINCE HE SENT THEM 


PX WITHOUT A BRUISE OR 
MARK To SHow fis sy THE 


\ — ¢ HE. CAME. 10 WORK 


= : : = M , 
AGO. THE PEN EMPTIED ITS THE COPY FOR. AN AD WHICH 
UWEN VIRGINIA HUGHES, ACCOUNTING Te SUPPLY OF INK VERY PRETTILY EAE APNG WOOD AND IS Fie ENDED WITH THE ADMONITION 
COUNTER AT A LOCAL STORE, HER FIRST ACTION | | DOWN THE FRONT OF HENS NEW || Owe CALAMITY JARVEY TO THE CUSTOMER} 


WHITE SHIRT BEFORE HE DISCOVERED 


WAS To RESCUE THE CORK ,WHICH SHE PICKED SOMETHING WAS AMISS . 


INSISTS HE ISN'T GOING TO 
UP AND HANDED 10 THE. STARTLED SALESLADY. 


BLAME ON THE DEMOCRATS « 


“WRITE FOR LiTiTuRE . 


